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An ACGOONT of the SCULPTURES aiid kUINS 

AT 

M A VA L 1 P U R A M*. 

Bt WtLilAM CilAMbERS, ESQ^ 

AS amidft inquiries after the hiftories and 
antiquities of Afia at large, thofe of that 
ciivifion of it in which this Society refides may 
feem on nmany accounts to lay claim to a parti- 
cular (hare of itfe attention, a few hints put 
down from recolleftion^ concerning fome mo- 
numenti df Hindoo antiquity, which, though 
fjtuatcd in the neighbourhood of £»r^^^^« fettle- 
ments on the Choi^omandel coaft, have hitherto 
been little obfcrved, m^y, it is conceived, be ac- 
ceptable at leaft, as they may poffibly give rife 

♦ A place a few miles north of Sadras, and known to 
Seamen by the name of The Seven Pagodas. 

VolJ IL B hereafter 
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1 AN ACCOUNT OF THE SCULPTURES 

hereafter to raore accurate obfervatlons, and 
more complete dilcoveries on the fame fubje6t* 
The writer of this account went firft to view 
them in the year 1772, and curiofity led him 
thither again in 1776 ; l>ut as he neither mea- 
fured the diftances nor fize of the objefts, nor 
committed to writing at the time the obferva- 
tions he made on them, he hopes to be excufed , 
if, after the lapfe of fo maay yeat-s^ his recol- 
ledion Ihould fail him in fome refpeils, and 
his account fall far ihor? qf. thai precifion and 
exaftnefs which might have been expeded had. 
there then exifted in India fo powerful an in- 
pennve to diligent enquiry and accurate com- 
muijicafion as. the qftabliijimeat of this Society 
muft now prove. 

The Monuments he means to defcribe ap- 
pear to be the remains of fome great city that 
has been ruined many centuries ago ; they are 
lituated clofe to the fea, between Coveiong and 
Sadras^ fomewhat remote from the high road that 
leads to the^ different European fettlements. 
And when he vifited them in 1776, there was^ 
ftill a native village adjoining to them, which 
retained the antient name^ and in which a nuhi- 
ber of Bramins refided that feemed perfedlly 
well acquainted with the fubjeds of moft of the 
icitlptures to be feen there. 

The rock, or rather hill of flone, otx which 
great part of thefe works are executed., is one 
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AND RUINS AT MAVALIPURAM. 3 

of the principal marks for mariners as they ap- 
proach the coaft, and to them the place is 
known by the name of the Seven Pagodas j pof- 
fibly becaufe the fummits of the rock have 
prefented them with that idea as they paflcd : 
but it muft be confefled, that no afpeft which 
the hill affumes as viewed on the (hore, feems 
at all to authorize this notion ; and there are 
circumftances, which will be mentioned in the 
fequel, that would lead one to fufpeft that 
this name has arifen from feme fuch number of 
Pagodas that formerly flood here, and in time? 
have been buried in the waves. But, be that as 
it may, the appellation by which the natives 
diftinguifh it is of a quite different origin : in 
their language, which is the Tamulic (impro- 
perly termed Malabar)^ the place is called Md- 
Valipuram^ which in Shanfcritj and the lan- 
guages of the more northern Hindoos^ would 
be Mahiiba/ipur, or the City of the great Bali. 
Vox xht Tamulians (or Malabars)^ having no h 
b their alphabet, are under a necelfity of 
Ihortening the Shanfcrit word Maha, greats 
and write it tnd*. They are obliged alfo for a 
fimilar reafon to fubftitute a v for a ^, in words 
of Shanfcrit y or other foreign original, that be- 

* They do indeed admit a fubftitute, but the abbreviation 
i moft ufed. 

B 2 ' gin 
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4 AN ACCOUNT OF THE SCULPTUlfEf 

gin with that letter, and the fyUable am n the- 
end is merely a termination, which, like 
urn in Latin ^ is generally annexed to neuter 
fubftantives *• To this etymology of the name, 
of this place it may be proper to add, that Bali 
is the name of an hero very famous in Hindoo 
romance, and that the river Mavaligongay 
which waters the eaftern fide of Ceylone^ where 
the Tamulic language alfo prevails, has pro- 
bably taken its name from him, as, according to 
that orthography, it apparently fignifies the 
Ganges of the great Bali. 

The rock or hill of ftone above mentioned 
is that which firft engrofles the attention-on ap- 
proaching the place ; for as it rifes abruptly out 
of a level plain of great extent, confifts chiefly 
of one fingle (lone, and is fituated very near 
to the:fea-beach, it is fuch a kind of objed as aix 
inquiiitive traveller would naturally turn afide to 
examine. Its (hape is alfo lingular and romantic, 
and, from a diftant view, has an appearance 
Jike fome antique and lofty edifice. _ On coming 
©ear to the foot of the rock from the norths 

works 

* This explains alfo, why the Shanfcrit word Ved, by 
which the Hindoos denominate the books of the law of their 
religion, is written by the Tamullans Vedam, which is ac* 
cording to the true Orthography of their language, and np 
qiiftake of £«r<?/»^j« travellers, as fome have fuppofedj while 
the fame word is called Bed by the BengalUs^ who have in 
<j^ea HQ V in their aJphabet-p-See Dow* Diflfcrt, voU I. 
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works of imagery * and fculpturc croud fo 
thick upon the eye, as might fccm to favour 
the idea of a petrified town, like thofe that have 
been febled in different parts of the world by 
too credulous travellers +• Proceeding on by. 
the foot of the hill on the (ide facing the fca, 
there is a pagoda rifing out of the ground of 
-one folid ftone, about fixtcen or eighteen feet 
high, which feems to have been cut upon the 
fpot out of a detached rock that has been found 
of a proper (ize for that purpofe. The top is 
arched, and the ftile of architecture according 
to which it is formed different from any now 
ufed in thofe parts. A little further on there 
appears upon an huge furface of ftone, that 
juts out a little from the fide of the hill, a nu- 
merous group of human figures in bafs relief, 
confiderably larger than life, reprefcnting the 
moft remarkable pcrfons whofc actions arc 
celebrated in the Mahdhharit^ each of them in 
an attitude, or with weapons, or other infignia, 
expreflive of his chara<fter, or of fomeone of his 
mofl. famous exploits. All thefc figures are, doubt- 
lefs, muchlefs diftind than they were at firft ; for 

* Among thefe, one obje£l, though ^ mean one, attnuEls 
the attention on account of the grotefque and ridiculous na- 
ture of the defign; it confifts of two monkies cut out of •n« 
ftone, one of them in a ftooping pofture, while the oAer is 
taking the infers out of his head. 

^ Se^ Shaw's Travels, p. iSS-etfecji^ 

B 3 , upon 
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6 AN ACCOUNT OF THE SCULPTURES 

upon comparing thefe and the reft of tho 
fculptures that are expofed to the fea air, with 
others at the fame place, whofe fitu^tioa ha§ 
afforded them proteftion from that element, the 
difference is flriking, the former being every- 
^vheIe much defaced, while the dthers are frefh 
as recently finifhed. This defacement: is. no- 
where more obfervable, than in the piece of 
fculpture which occurs next in the order of de- 
fcription. This ig an excavation in another 
part of the eaft fide of the great rock, which ap- 
pears to have been made on the fame plan an4 
for the fame purpofe that Chowltries are ufually 
built in that country, that is to fay, for the ac- 
commodation of travellers. The rock is hoi-? 
lowed out to the fizc of a fpacious room, an4 
two or three rows of pillars are left, as a feemr 
ing fupport to the mountainous mafs of ftone 
which forms the roof. Of what pattern thefe 
pillars' have originally been, it is not eafy now 
to conjedtur^, for the air of the fea has greatly 
corroded them, as well as all the othqr parts of 
the cave. And this circumflance renders it 
difficult to difcoyer, at firft light, that there is a 
fcene of fculpture on the fide fronting the en- 
trance. The natives, however, point it out, 
and the fubjefl of ir is manifeflly that of 
Krljhen attending the herds of ISiund Ghofe^ 
the Admetus of the Hindoos y from which cir- 
cumflance Krijhen is alfo called Gopaul^ox the 
Cowherd, as Jpollo was entitled Nomius. 

Th£ 
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AND KUINS AT MAVALIPURAM. 7 

The objeif^ls that feem next to claim regard, 
are thofe upon the hill itfelf, the afcent of 
which, on the north, is, from its natural (hap?, 
gradual and ea{y at fir flr, and is in other parts 
rendered more (b, by very excellent ftcps cut 
out in feveral places, where the communication 
would be difficult or imprafticable without 
them. A winding ftair of this fort leads to a 
kind of temple cut out of the folid rock, with 
fome figures of idols in high relief upon its 
walls, very well finiflied and perfeftly frcfh, 
as it faces the well, and is therefore fheltered 
from the fea air. From this temple again there 
are flights of fteps that feem to have led to fome 
edifice, formerly ftanding upon the hill ; nor 
does it feem abfurd to fuppofe, that this may 
have been a palace, to which this temple, as a 
place of worlhip, may have appertained. For 
befides the fmall detached ranges of ft airs that 
are here and there cut in the rock, and feem as 
if they had once led to different parts of one 
great building, there appear in many places, 
fmall water channels cut alfo in the rock, as if 
for drains to an houfe, and the whole top of 
the hill is ftrewed with fmall round pieces of 
brick, which may be fuppofed from their ap- 
pearance to have been worn down to their pre- 
fent form during the lapfe of many ages* 
On afcending the hill by its flope on the north; 

B 4 a very 
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8 AN ACCDUJIT OF THE SCULPTURES 

a very fingular piece of fculpture prefents itfejf 
to view. On a plain furface of the rock, 
which may once have feryed as the floor of 
fome apartment, there h a platform of ilone, 
about pight or nine fept long, by three or fouf 
vyide, in a fituation rather eleyatecj, with two or 
three ftcps leading up to it, perfe^ly refem- 
bling a couch or bed, and a lion very well exe-r 
cute^ at the upper end of it by way of pillow, 
the whole of one piece, being part of the hili 
itfelf. This the Bramins, inhabitants of the 
place, c^U tht bed of Dhermardjah ox J udijhter^ 
the eldeft of the five brothers whofe fortunes an4 
exploits are the leading fubjed in the Mdhabhd- 
Tit. And at a confiderable diftance from this, 
at fuch a diftance indeed as the apartment of 
the women might be fuppofed to be from that of 
the men, is a bath e3fcavated alio from the folid 
rock, with fteps in the in fide, which the 5r^- 
mtns call the bath of Dropedy^ the wife of 
yudtjl^ier and his brothers. How much credit 
is due to this tradition, and whether this ftone 
couch may not have becq anciently ufed as a 
kind of throne rather than a bed, is matter for 
future inquiry. A circumftance, however, 
Tvhich may feem to favour this idea is, that a 
throne in the Shanfcrit and other Hindoo lan- 
guages is called Singhdfen^ which is compofed 
pf thp words ^y^g-alion, ^ViA dfen a feat. 

These 
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f 

These are all that appear on that part of the 

upper furfece of the hill, the afcent to which 

is ou the north ; but on defcending from thenco 

you arc led round the hill to the oppofitc fide. 

Ml which there are ftcps cut from the bottom to a 

place near the fummit, where is an excavation 

that fecms to have been intended for a place of 

worfliip, and contains various fculptures of 

Hindoo Deities. The moft remarkable of thefe, 

is a gigantic figure of Fifhtioo^ afleep on a kind 

of bed, with a huge fiiake wound about in 

many coils by way of pillow for his head, and 

thefe figures, according to the manner of this 

place, are all of one piece hewn from the body 

of the rock* 

But though thefe works may be deemed 
ftupendous, they are furpafled by others that 
^re to be feen at the diftance of about a mile, 
or a mile and an half, to the fouthward of the 
hilL They confift of two Pagodas of about 
thirty feet long by twenty feet wide, and about 
as many in height, cut out of the folid rock, 
and each confiding originally of one fingle 
ftone. Near thefe alfo fl:and an elephant full as 
big as life, and a lion much larger than the na- 
tural fize, but very well executed, each hewn 
alfo out of one ftone. None of the pieces that 
have fallen off in cutting thefe extraordinary 
fculpjifrcs!, are now to bp found n?ar or any 

where 
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where in the neighbdurhood of them, fb that 
there is no means of afcertaining the degree of 
labour and time that has been fpent upon them, 
nor the fize of the rock or rocks from which 
they have been hewn, a circumftance which ren-* 
dcrs their appearance the more ftriking and lin- 
gular. And though their fituation is very near 
the fea-beach, they have not fufFered at all by 
the corroiive air of that element, which has 
provided them with a defence againft itfelf, by 
throwing up before them a high bank that 
completely (belters them. There is alfo great 
fymmetry in their form, though that of the 
Pagodas is different from the ftyle of architect 
ture according to which idol temples are now 
built in that country. The latter refembles the 
Egyptian^ for the towers are always pyramidi- 
cal, and the gates and roofs flat and without 
arches ; but thefe fculptures approach nearer to 
the Gothic tafte, being furmounted by arched 
roofs or domes that are not femicircular, but 
compofedof two {egments of circles meeting in 
a point at top. It is alfo obfervable that the 
lion in this group of fculptures, as well as that 
upon the ftone couch above mentioned, arc 

■ perfeftly juft reprefentations of the true lion, 
and the natives there give them the name 
which is always underftood to mean a lion in 

' the Hindoo language, to wit, Sing; but the 

figurQ 
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figure which they have made to reprcfent that 
animal in their idol temples for centuries paft^ 
though it bears the fame appellation, is a dif* 
torted monfter totally unlike the original ; in-* 
fomuch that it has from hence been fuppoied, 
that the lion was not anciently known in this 
country, and thztSing was a name given to a mouf 
fter that exifted only in Hind.o romance. But 
it is plain that that animal was well known to 
the authors of thefc works, who in manners as 
well as arts feem to have differed much from 
the modern Hindoos. 

There are two circumftances attending thefe 
monuments, which cannot but excite great cu- 
riofity, and on which future inquiries may pof. 
fibly throw fome light. One is, that on one 
of the Pagodas laft mentioned, there is an in- 
fcriptior^ of a (ingle line, in a cbarafter at pre- 
sent unknown to the Hindoos. It refembles 
neither the Deyva-ndgrtj nor any erf*' the various 
charafters connefted with or derived from it, 
which have come to the writer's knowledge 
from any part of HindoJIan. Nor did it, at the 
time he viewed it, appear to correfpond with 
any charafter, Jjfiatick or European^ that is 
commonly known. He had not then, how- 
ever, feen the alphabet of the Balic^ the learned 
language of the SiamefCy a fight of which has 
fince raifed in his mind a fufpicion, that there 
is a near affinitv between them, if the charafter 

be 
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be not identically the fame. But as thefe con- 
jefturcs, after fuch a lapfe of time, are fomc-- 
what vaguc^ and thefubje6t of them is perhaps 
yet within the reach of our rcfearches, it is to be 
hoped that fome method may be fallen upon of 
procuring an exa£t copy of this infcription. ' 
The other circumftance is, that though the' 
dutward form of the Pagodas is complete, th 
ultimate defign of them has manifeftly not been 
accompliflicd, but feems to have been defeated 
by fome extraordinary convulfion of nature. 
For the weftem fide of the moft northerly one i* 
excavated to the depth of four or five feet, and 
t row of pillars left on the outfide to fupport the 
roof ; but here the work has been flopped, and 
an uniform rent of about four inches breadth has 
been made throughout the foHd rock, and ap, 
pears to extend to its foundations, which are 
probably at a prodigious depth below the fur^ 
face of the ground. That this rent has hap- 
pened fince the work begun, or while it wa$ 
carrying on, cannot be doubted, for the marks 
of the mafon's tools are perfectly vifible in the 
excavated part on both fides of the rent, in fuch 
a manner as to fliow plainly, that th.ey have 
been divided by it. Nor is it reafonable to fup* 
pofe, that fuch a work would ever have been 
defigned or begun, upon a rock that had pre-s 
vioqlly been rem in two. 
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Nothing lefs than an earthquake, and that 
a violent one, could apparently have produced 
luch a fiffurc in the folid rock ; and that this 
has been the cafe in point of fad, may be ga- 
thered from other circumftances, which it ig 
necellary to mention in an account of this cu* 
rious place. 

The great rock above defcribed is at fome fmall 
diftance from the lea, perhaps fifty or an hun- 
dred yards, and in that fpace the Hindoo village 
before mentioned flood in 1 776. But clofe to 
the fea arc the remains of a Pagoda built of 
brick, and dedicated to Sib^ the greateft part of 
which has evidently been fwallowed up by that 
clement ; for the door of the innermoft apart- 
ment, in which the idol is placed, and before 
which there are always two or three fpacious 
courts furrounded with walls, is now waflied 
by the waves ; and the pillar ufed to difcover thc^ 
meridian at the time of founding the Pagoda *, 
is feen ftanding at fome diftance in the fea. In 
the neighbourhood of this building, there arc 
fome detached rocks, wa(hed alfo by the waves^ 
on which there appear fculptures, though now 
much worn and defaced. And the natives of 
the place declared to the writer of this account, 
that the more aged people among them re- 
paembered to have fcen the tops of feveral Pago- 

f See Voyage du M. Gentil, VoJ. I. page 158. 

das 
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das far out in the fea, which being covered witfl 
copper (probably gilt) were particularly vilible, 
at fun -rife, as their Ihining furfacc uled then 
to refle<ft the fun's rays, but that now that efFedt 
was no longer produced, as the copper 
had fince become incrufted with mould and yer- 
degnfe. 

These circumftances look much like the 
effefts of a fudden inundation, and the rent in 
the rock above defcribed makes it reafdnable to 
conjedlure, that an earthquake may have caufed 
the fea to overflow^ its boundaries, and that 
thefe two formidable enemies may have joined 
to deftroy this once magnificent city. The ac- 
count which the BraminSy natives of the place, 
gave of its origin and downfal, partly it fliould 
feem on the authority of the Mahabhdrity and 
partly on that of later records, at the fame 
time that it countenances this idea, contains 
fome other curious particulars which may ieem 
to render it worthy of attention* I^or ought it 
to be rejedted on account of that fabulous garb 
in which all nations, but efpecially thofe of the 
Eaft, have always clad the events of early ages. 
*' HiRiNACHEREN, fa id they, was a gigan- 
" tick prince that rolled up the earth into a 
fhapelefs mafs, and carried it down to' the; 
abyfs, whither ViJbnoQ followed him in the 

*' (hape 



<6 



Jigitized fty VjOOQ IC 



AND RUINS AT MAVALI?URAM. 15 

^ (hape of an hog, killed him with his tulks, 
•* and replaced the earth in its original fitua- 
*' tion. The younger brother of HiRiNACHE- 
** REN was HiRiNAKAssAP, who fuccecded 
** him in his kingdom, and rcfufed to do ho- 
*' mage to Vishnoo. He had a fon named 
** pRALHAUD, who at an early age openly 
•* diiapproved this part of his father's condud^ 
** b«i«g under the tuition of Sokeracharj. His 
" father perfecutcd him on this account, ba- 
*' niihed him, and even fought to kill him, but 
*' was prevented by the interpofition of heaven, 
** which appeared on the fide of Pralhaud. 
*' At length Hirinakassap was foftened, and 
*' recalled his fon to his court, where, as he 
*' fat in full affembly, he began again to argue 
** with him againft the fupremacy of Vishnoo, 
*' boafted that he himfelf was lord of all the 
*' vilible ^^o^ld, and aft;ed what Vishnoo 
** ciiuld pretend to more. Pralhaud replied, 
** that Vishnoo had no fixed abode, but was 
*' prefent every where. ** Is he," faid his father, 
** in that pillar ?" "Yes,** returned Pralhaud* 
^^ Then let him come forth** faid Hirinakas- 
*' sap ; and, nfing from his feat, ftruck the piU 
^* lar with his foot ; upon which Vishnoo, 
•* in the Narafiiighah Awtdr^ that is to fiiy, 
** with a body like a man, but an head like a 

-lion. 
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, •^ Hon, came out of the pillar and tore Hi^ 
** RiNAKASSAP in picccs. VisHNOO then 
" fixed pRALHAUD on his father's throne, and 
*^ his reign was a mild and virtuous one, and 
*^ as fuch was ^ contraft to that of his father* 
** He left a fbn named Namachee, who 
** inherited his power and his virtues, and 
•* was the Either of Bales, the founder of the 
•* once magnificent city of Mahdbalipoor^ th# 
** fituation of which is faid to be described in 
*' a verfe in the Mahabhdrit^ the fenfe of which 
is literally this : 



4( 



♦' South of the Ganges two hundred Yojen 

♦^ Five Yojen ♦ weftward from the eaftern fea/* 

Such i^ the Bramin account of the origin of 
this place. The /equel of its hiftory, accord- 
ing to them, is as follows : 

'* THEfonofBALEEWasBANACHEREN,wha 

is reprefented as a giant with athoufandhands^ 



«c 



* The Tijiu isameafure often mentioned in the Shan ft fit 
ixx>ks, and according to fome accounts is equal to nine, ac* 
cording to others twelve Englijh miles. , But at that rate tbe 
diftance here mentioned, between this place and the GangeSy 
is prodigioufly exaggerated, and will carry us for fouth of^ 
Ceylone ; this, however, is not furprlfing in an Hindoo poem j, 
but from the fecond line it feems pretty cle^ that this city at 
the time this verfe was compofed muft have ftood at a great; 
4iftance from the fea. 

^ At^UREBH, 
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*' Anuredh, the fon of Krishen, came to his 
" court in difguife and feduced his daughter, 
" .which produced a war, in the courfe of 
" which Anuredh was taken prifoner, and 
•* brought to Mahdbcdipoory upon which Kri- 
" SHEN came in perfon from his capital Dudri^ 
" kah^ and laid fiege to the place. Sib guarded 
" the gates and fought for Banacheren, who 
*' worfhipped him with his thoufand hands, but 
" Krishen found means to overthrow Sib, and 
having taken the city cut off all Banache- 
REN*shandsexcepttwo,with which he obliged 
*' him to do him homage. He continued in fub- 
** jedion to Krishen till his death, after which 
** a long period enfued, in which no mention 
*^ is anywhere made of this place, till a Prince 
*' arofe whofe name wasMALECHEREN, who 
reftored the kingdom to great fplendoUr, and 
enlarged and beautified the capital. But in his 
time the calamity isfaid to have happened by 
" which the city was entirely deftroyed, and 
** the caufc and manner of it have been wrapt 
•' up by the Bramins in the following fabu- 
*' lous narration. Malecheren, fay they, ih 
** an excurlion which he made one day alone 
and in difguife, came tp a garden in the en- 
virons of the city, where was a fountain {b 
** inviting, that two celeftial nymphs had come 
" down to bathe there. The Rajah became 
** enamoured of one of them, who conde- 
VoL. 11. C " fcended 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 









1 8 AN ACCOUNT OF THE SCULPTlTllfiS 









*• fcended to allow of his attachment to her, 
and (he and her fifter nymph ufed thence- 
forward to have frequent interviews with 
him in that garden. On one of thofe occa- 
*^ iionsy they brought with them a male inha- 
bitant of the heavenly regions, to whom 
they introduced the Rajah ; and between him 
** and Malecheren a ftrift friendfhip enfued ; 
^* in confequence of which he agreed, at thei?^- 
•* jab's earneft rcqueft, to carry him in difguife 
** to fee the court of the divine Inder, a favour 
*' never before granted to any mortal. The 
** Rajah returned from thence, with new ideas^ 
** of fplendour and magnificence, which he 
** immediately adopted in regulating his court 
•* and his retinue, and in beautifying his feat 
•* of government. By this means Mahdbali'- 
** poor became foon celebrated beyond all the^ 
*^ cities of the earth, and an account of its 
<* magnificence having been brought to the 
** Gods aflembled at the court of Inder, their 
** jealoufy was fo much excited at it, that thejT 
** fent orders to the God of the fea to let loofe 
•* his billows, and overflow a place which im» 
** pioufly pretended to vie in fplendour with 
** their celeftial manfions. This command ho 
** obeyed, and the city was at once overflowed 
** by that furious element, nor has it ever fince 
*• been able to rear its head/* 

Such 
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StrcH is the mode in which the Bramins 
chufeto account for the fignal overthrow of a 
place devoted to their wretched fupcrftitions. 

It is not, however, improbable, that the 
reft of this hiftory may contain, like the mytho- 
logy of Greece and Rome^ a great deal of real 
matter of fad, though enveloped in dark and 
figurative reprefentations. Through the dif- 
guife of thefe, we may difcern fome imperfect 
records of great events, and of revolutions that 
have happened in remote times, and they per- 
haps merit our attention the more, as it is not 
likely that any records of ancient Hindoo hif- 
tory exift, but in this obfcure and fantaftic 
drefs. Their poets Icem to have been their only 
hiftorians, as well ^s divines, and whatever 
they relate, is wrapt up in this burlefque garb, 
fet off, by way of omament, with circum- 
ftances hugely incredible and abfurd, and all 
this without any date, and in no other order or 
method than fuch as the poet's fency fuggefted 
and found moft convenient. Neverthelefs, by 
comparing names and grand events recorded 
by them, with thofe interfperfed in the hif- 
tories of other nations, and by calling in the 
affiftance of ancient monuments, coins, and 
infcriptions, asoccafion (hall offer, fome proba- 
ble conje£iures at leaft, if not important dif- 
coveries, may, it is hoped, be made on thefe 
C 2 interefting 
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intcrefting fubjedts. It is touch to be regretted, 
that a blind zeal, attended with a total want of 
curioiity, in tht Mohammedan governors of this 
country, -have been fo hoftile to the preferva- 
tion of Hindoo monuments and coins. But a 
fpirit of enquiry among Europeans may yet 
perhaps be fuccefsful, and an inftance which 
relates to the place above defcribed, though in 
itfelf a fubje£t of regret, leaves room to hope, 
-that futurity may yet have in ftore fome ufeful 
difcoveries. The Kauzy of Madras^ who had 
often occafion to go to a place in the neighbour- 
hood of MahdhalipooTj. afliired the writer of 
this account, that within his remembrance, a 
ryot of thofe parts had found, in plowing his 
ground, a pot of gold and filvcr coins, with 
charadters on them which no one in thofe partgf, 
Hindoo or N^ohammedan^ was able todccypher. 
He added, however, that all fearch for them 
would now be vain, for they had doubtlefs been 
long ago devoted to the crucible, as, in their 
original form, no one there thought them of 
any value. 

The infcription on the Pagoda mentioned 
above, is an objefl, which, in this point of 
view, appears to merit great atteption. That 
the conjedure, however, which places it 
among the languages of Siam^ may not feem 
in itfelf chimerical, the following paflages 

from 
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from fi>me authors of repute are here infcrted 
to fliew, that the idea of a communication hav- 
ing formerly fubfifted between that country and 
the coaft of ChoromandeU is by no means with- 
out foundation, nay that there is fomc affinity, 
even at this day, between the Balic and fome of 
the Hindoo languages, and that the lame mode 
of worlhip feems formerly to have prevailed in 
the DfckoHy which is now ufed by the Siamefe. 

Monsieur de la Loubere, in his excellent 
account of Slam^ fpeaks thus of the origin of 
the Balic language : 

** Xhe Siamefe^'^ fays he, ** do not mention 
** any country where the Balk language, which 
** is that of their laws and their religion, is at 
*' prefent in ufe. They fuppofe, indeed, on 
*' the report of fbme among them, who have 
*' been on the coaft of Cboromandel, that it 
** bears fbme refemblance to fome of the dia- 
** lefts of that country, but they at the fame 
" time allow, that the charafter in which it is 
" written, is not known 'but among themfelves. 
*' The fecular Miffionaries fettled at Siam be- 
" lieve that this language is not entirely a dead 
*' one ; bccaufe they have feen in their hofpital 
" a man from the neighbourhood of Cape Co- 
** morin^ who mixed feveral Balic words in his 
** difcourfe, declaring that they were in ufe in 
*' his country, and that he himfelf bad never 

C3 ** ftudied 
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** ftudied nor knew any other than his mother 
** tongue. They at the fame time mention, asj 
** matter of certainty, that the religion of the 
** Siamefe comes from thofe parts ; as they have 
** read in a Balic book that Sommonacodom, 
** the idol of the Siamefe^ was the fon of a 
" King of Ceylone ♦.'' 

The language of the man mentioned in this 
paffage, who came from the neighbourhood of 
Cape Comorin^ could be no other than the ^ar 
mulicy but the words here alluded to may very 
poffibly have been derivatives from the Shanfcrit^ 
common to both that and the Balic. 

In another part of the fame work, where 
the author treats ofthehiftoryof Sommonaco- 

* ** Les Siamois ne nomment aucun pais ou la languc 

" Bali, qui eft celle de leurs loix et de leur religion, foit 

^' aujourdhuy en ufage. lis foupconnent a la v^ritc, fur le 

« rapport de cjuelques-uns d'entre eu^, qui ont ete a la 

*' cote de Coromandel, que la langue Balic a quelque refem- 

" blance avec quelqu'un des dialefts de ce pais la : mais ils 

** conviennent en mfeme temps que les lettres de la langue 

^ Bdic ne font connues que ichez eux. Les Miffionnaires 

<* feculiers a Siam croyent que cette langue n'eft pas entiere* 

*' ment mortej parce qu'ils pnt vu dans Jeur hopital un 

" homme des environs du Cap de Cpmorin, qiii mettoit plu- 

•' fieurs mots Balis dans fon langage, afTurant qu'ils etoient 

•* en ufage en fon pais, et que lui n^ avoit jamais etudie, et 

" ne favoit que fa Jangle materiielle. Ils doim^nt d'ailleurs 

** pour certain que la religion des Siamois vient de ces quar*. 

** tiers la, parce quils ont lu dans un livre Balic que Son[i- 

" mopacodom que les Siamois adorcnt, etoit fils d' un Roy 

«* de rifle dc Ceylone/* 

DOM 
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POM at large, on the authority of the Balic 
books, he fays : 

" The father of Sommonacodom, accord- 
^* ing to the fame Ba/ic book, was a King of 
^* Teve Lanca, that is to fay, of the famous 
** Ceylone^r 

Here it isobfervable, that while the country 
of Stam feems to be utterly unknown, both to 
the natives of Ceylone and Hindojian^ Ceylone 
fhould neverthelefs be fb well known to the 
Slamefe^ and under the fame appellation it bears 
in the Shanfcrit. An epithet is alfo here prefixed 
to it, which feems to be the fame as that ufed 
by the Hindoos in fpeaking of that ifland, for 
they alfo call it in Shanfcrit Deve Lanca or the 
Sacred Lanca. From feveral paflages in the 
fame work it alfo spears, that the Shanfcrit 
word Mahd^ which fignifies^rr^/, is conflantly 
ufed in the Balic language in the fame fenfe. And 
the names of the days of the week are mofl 
of them the fame in Shanfcrit and in Batic^ as 
may be feeij ii> the foUowing comparifon of 
them, 

Shanfcrit Ba lie 

Aditta-var, Van Athit, Sunday^ 

* « Le perc de Sommonacodom ctoit, felon cc mefine 
f* livre Bali, un Roy dc Teve Lanca, c'cft a dire un Roy dc 
tf la celebre Ceylan." 

C 4 Somsim 
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Shanfcrtt. Ba/ic. 

Soma-var, Van * Tchan, Monday, ^ 

Mungell-vdr, Van Angkaan, Tuefday, 
Bouta-var, Van Pout, Wednefday, 

Brahfpati^vdr, VanPrahout, Thurfday, 
Soucra-vAr, Van Souc, Friday. 

Sany-var, Van Saoa, Saturday. 

The fame author gives, in another place, an 
account of a pretended print of a foot on ^ 
rock, which is an obje£l of worfhip to the Sia^ 
mefe, and is called Prabdt^ or the venerable 
foot. For prd in BaliCy he fays, (ignifies ve-^ 
perahky which agrees with prdper and praniejht 
in Shanfcrtt^ and Bat in the fame tongue is a foot, 
asP^^in *Si^^;?/Z:r/V. After which he goes on tofay ; 

"We know that in the ifland of Ceylone, 
** there is a pretended print of a human foot, 
♦* which has long been held in great veneration, 
*' It reprefents, doubt lefs, the 'left foot, for 
♦* the iSV^w^ fay that Sommonacodom fet his 
♦* right foot on their Prabatj and his left foot 
" at Lanca +.'* 

From Knox's hiftory of Ceylone it appears, 
that the impreffion here fpoken of is upon the 

* Here one Hindoo word is fubftituted for another, for 
Tchan in Hindojlany^ and Tchander in Shanfcrit^ fignify the 
pioon, as well as Soma, 

t -^ On fait que dans Y ifle de Ceylan, il y a un pretendi^ 
^' vcftige de pie humaln, que depuis long temps y eft grande 
^^ veneration, II reprcfcnte fans doute le pie gauche ; car 
^' les Siamois difent que Sommonacodom pofa le pie d^oit a 
^^ hur prabatj etle pie gauche a Lanca," 
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hill called by the Chinge/ays Hamakll^ by Euro^ 
peans AdanCs Peak ; and that the natives be- 
lieve it to be the foot-ftep of their great idol 
Bt;t)DOU ; between the worlhip of whom, as 
defcribed by Knox, and that of Sommonaco- 
DOM, as related by Mt dk la Louberk, there 
is a ftriking refemblance in many particulars, 
which it may be proper here to enumerate* 

i/i. Besides the foot-fteps above mentioned, 
there is a kind of tree (which from defcription 
appears to be the Pipel tree, fo well known in 
India) which the Chingelays hold facred to 
BuDDOuand the Siamefe to Sommonacodom ; 
iafomuch that the latter deem it meritorious to 
hang themfelves upon it. The Chingelays called 
it Bogahah ; forgahaby in their language, figni* 
fies a tree, and bo feems to be an abbreviation of 
BoDor BuDDou ; and the Siamefe call it mBalicj 
Prafi Mahd Pout^ which, according to de la 
Loubere's interpretation, fignifies the tree of • 
the great P^«/*. Thishefuppofesto mean Mer- 
ciTRY, for he obferves that P(?«/orP^d?/is the 
name of that planet in the Balic term for fFed^ 
nefday ; and in another place, he fays, Pout is 
one of the names of Sommonacodom. It is 
certain that JVednefday is called the day of Bod 
or Budd in all the Hindoo languages, among 
which the I'amulicy having no ^,beginsthe word 

'A: 4< Jn vulgar Siamefe they gall it Ton-po. 

with 
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with a /, which brings it very near the Ba/ie 
mode of writing it. It is equally certain, that 
the days of the week in all thefe languages, arc 
called after the pjanpts in the fame order as with 
1I&, and that Bod, Budd, or PopD, holds the 
place of Mercury. Frpm all which it (houW 
appeal^ that Pout, which among the Siamefi is 
another Qame for Sommonagodom, is itfelf a 
corruption of BupDou, who is the Mercury of 
the Greeks. And it is Angular that, according to 
M. i>E LA LouBERE, the potberof Sommona^ 
poDpM is called in Bali(i M ah A- mania, or thb 
j5^|tEAT Mania, which refembles much th* 
name of Maia, the mother of Mercury ; at 
the fame time that the Tanmlic termination en^ 
which renders the word Pgqdeny creates a re-r 
fcmblance between this and the Woden of the 
Gothic nations, from which the fame day of thQ 
week is denominated, and which, on that and 
other accounts, is allowed to bg the Mercury 
of the Greeks. 

%dly. The temples of Sommonacooom 
arc called Pihan^ and round them are habita- 
tions for the priefts refembling a college, fo 
thofe of BuDDou are called Vihdr^ and the prin-» 
cipal priefts live in them as in a college. The 
word Fihdr^ or as the natives of Bengal would 
write it Bihar y isShanfcrit ; arid Feri^htah, in 
his hiftory of Bengal^ fays, that this name was 

giyea 
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given by the Hindoos to the Province of Bebar^ 
becaufe it was formerly fo flill of Bramins as 
to be, as it were, one ^cztfeminary ofLeam^ 
ing, as the word imports. 

^Jly. The ^S/^jm^ have two orders of priefts^ 
and fo have the worfhippers of Buddou. Both 
the one and the other are diftinguifhed by a 
yellow, habit, and by another cir^umftancc 
which muft be mentioned in the words of the 
refpeftive authors. Knox (ays of the Buddou 
priefts, *• They have the honour •f carrying 
^* the Gallipot with the broad end over their 
" heads foremoft, which none but the King 
^* does.-' And M. de la Loubere fays of 
the Stamefe priefts, '*To defend themfelves 
^* from the fun they have the ^alapat^ which 
^* is their little umbrella in the form of a 
^' fcreen *.'• 

The word here uled is common to moft of 
the }itndflo languages, and fignifies the leaf of 
the Palmyra tree. M. de la Loubere men- 
tions it as a Stamefe word, without feeming to 
Jcnow its origin or primary fignification. 

\thly. The priefts of Buddou, as well as 
thofe of Sommonacodom, are bound to celi- 
bacy, as long as they continue in the profeflion ; 
but both the one and the other are allowed to 
lay it down and marry. 

* " Pour fe garentir du foleil i)s ont Ic Talapat, qui eft 
,<* leur petit parafol en forme d'ecnui." 

t^thly. 
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$tBly. They both eat flefh, bur will not kill 
the animaL 

6thly. • The priefts of either nation are of no 
particular tribe, but arechofen out of the body 
of the people. 

These circumflances plainly fhew, that this 
is a fyftem of religion different from that of the 
Vedsy and fome of them are totally inconfiftent 
with the principles and practice of the Bramins. 
And indeed it is manifeft, from Knox's whole 
account, that the religion of the Chmgelays is 
quite diftindl from that which prevails at this 
day among the Hindoos^ nor does it appear that 
there is fuch a race of men as that of the Bra^ 
mins among them. The only part in which 
there fecms to be any agreement is in the wor-- 
fliip of the Debtahsj which has probably crept 
in among them from their Tamulian neighbours, 
but that is carried on in a manner very different 
from the Bramintcal fyftem, and appears to be 
held by the nation at large in very great con- 
tempt, if not abhorrence. Knox's account of it 
is this : *' 1 heir temples (i. e. thofe of the 
>' Deb tabs) are, he fays, called Coveh,'^ 
which is the Tamulic word for Pagoda. He 
then gees on to fay, *' A man pioufly difpofed 
" builds a fmall houfe at his own charge, 
** which is the /^f;//>/f, zndi himfelf becomes priefl 
♦* thereof. This houfe is feldom called God's 

*' IJoufey 
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** Houfcy but moft ufually Jacco the VeviPs.^ 
But of the prevailing religion he fpeaks in very- 
different terms, and dcfcribes it as carried oa 
With much parade and fplendour, and attended 
with marks of great antiquity. ** The Pagodas 
*' or temples of their Gods/* fays he, •' are fb 
*' many that I cannot number them. Many 
V of them are of rare and exquifite work, built 
" of hewn ftone, engraven with images and 
** figures, but by whom and when I could 
** not attain to know, the inhabitants them- 
" felves being ignorant therein. But fure I 
*' am they were built by 'far more ingenious 
" artificers than the Chingelays that now are 
.*' on the land. For the Portugue/e in their in- 
" vafions have defaced fome of them, which 
** there is none found that hath fkill enough 
*^ to repair to this day/* In another place he 
fays, " Here are fome antient writings engraven 
*' upon rocks which puzzle all that fee them. 
** There are divers great rocks in divers parts 
** in CanJe Uda^ and in the northern parts. 
*' Thcfe rocks are cut deep with great letters 
" for the fpace of fome yards, fo deep that 
** they may laft to the world's end. Nobody 
•* can read them, or make any thing of them. 
** I have afked Malakars 2li\A GentooSy as well as 
" Chingelays znd Moors, but none of them un- 
" derftood them. There is an antient temple^ 

'' God- 
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*• Goddiladenni in Tattanour^ ftands by a plac^^ 
*• where there are fome of thefe letters.*^ 
From all which the antiquity of the nation and 
their religion is fufficiently evident ; and from 
other paflages it is plain, that the worfliip of 
BuDDOu in particular, has been from remote 
times a very eminent part of that religion ; for 
die fame author, fpeaking of the tree at Anu* 
rodgburro^ in the northern part of the ifland^ 
which is facred to Buddou, fays, ** The due 
performance of this worfliip they reckon not 
a little meritorious : infomuch that, as they 
•* report, ninety Kings have reigned there fuc* 
•* ceffively, where by the ruins that flill re* 
•* main, it appears they fpared not for pains and 
•* labour to build temples and high monu* 
•* ments to the honour of this God, as if they 
** had been born to hew rocks and great ftones, 
** and lay them up in heaps. Thefe Kings 
** arc now happy fpirits, having merited it by 
** thefe labours.*' And again he fays, " For 
^* this God above all other, they feem to havc^ 
** an high refpefk and devotion," &c. 

And from other authorities it will appear, 
that this worfliip has formerly been by no 
mean$ confined to Ceyhne^ but has prevailed in 
feveral parts of India prior to that of the Bra^ 
minSf nay that this has been the cafe even fb 
late as the ninth and twelfth centuries of the 
Cbriftian ^Era. 

In 
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In the well-known Anclennes Relations ♦, 
traiiflatcd from the Arabic by that emincat 
Oricntalift Eusebius Renaudot, the Arahiam 
traveller gives this account of the cuftom of 
dancing- women, which continues to thb dajr 
in the Decan^ but it is not known among the 
Hindoos of Bengal or HinJoftan proper. 

** There are in India public women, called 
•* women of the idol^ and the origin of this 
*^ cuftom is this : When a woman has made a 
** vow for the purpofe of having children, if 
•* fhe brings into the world a pretty daughter, 
" (he carries it to BoD fo they call the idol 
<* which they adore, and leaves it with him ♦.'* 

This is a pretty juft account of this cuftom, 
as it prevails at this day in the Decan^ for chil- 
dren are indeed devoted to this profefSon by 
their parents, and when they grow up in it, 
they are called in Tamulic Devaddfi^ or female 
Jlaves of the idol. But it is evident they have 
changed their mafter fince this ArabiamccoviVkt 

* Anciennes Relations des Indes et de la Chine, de deux 
Voyageurs Mdiametans, qui y allerent dans le neuvieme 
Sieclc. Paris^ 1 71 8, 8vo, 

t ^< U y a dans les Indes des femmes publiques, appelles. 
^* femmes de Tidole 5 Y origine de cette couftume eft telle : 
^ Lors qu'une femme a fait un voeu pour avoir des enfans, 
^ ii elle met au monde une belle fille, elle P apporte au Bod^ 
^ c'eft ainfi qu' Us appellent Y idole qu'ils adorent^ aupres 
•" duquel elle la laifle, &c." Anc. Rd. p. 109. 

was 
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was written^ for there is no idol of the name 
of Bod now worftiipped there. And the circum- 
fiance of this cuftom being unknown in other 
parts of IndiUj would lead one to fufpeft, that 
the Bramins^ on introducing their fyftem of 
religion into that country, had thought fit to 
retain this part of the former worlhip, as being 
equally agreeable to themfelves and their new 
difciples. 

The fame Arabian travellers give us an ac- 
count of a very powerful rzce of Hindoo Kings^ 
according to them indeed the moft powerful ia 
Jndia^ who then reigne.d on the Malabar Coafk 
with the title of Balhdra. Their dominion ap-- 
• pears to have extended over Guzerat^ and the 
greateft part, if not the whole, of the ancient 
kingdom of Vijlapoor. For the Arabian geogra- 
pher quoted by M. Renaudot, makes Nahel-- 
vdrah the metropolis of thefe princes, which is 
doubtlefs Nahervalah^ the ancient capital of Gi;<- 
zerati though M. Rfnavdot feems not to have 
known that place ; and the reft of the defcrip- 
tion fufficiently fhews the great extent of their 
dominion fouthward. M. D*Anville fpeaks 
of this race of Kings on the authority^ of the 
Arabian geographer Edrisi, who wrote in the 
twelfth century, according to whom it appears 
that their religion was, even fo late as that pe- 
riod, not the Braminicaly but that of which. 

wc 
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We arc now Ipcaking. M. D* Anvllle^s words 
arc thcfe : " Edkisi acquaints us with the rcli- 
•* gion. which this Prince profcflcd in faying, 
•* that his worfhip was addrcflcd to Bodda^ 
** wild, according to St. Jerome and Clemens 
** ALEic ANDRiNus, was the founder of the feA 
" of the Gymnofophijls^ in like manner as the 
" Bramins were ufcd to attribute their infti- 
" tution to Brahma ♦." 

The authority of Clemens Alexandri- 
lius is alfo cited on the fame fubjeftby Relan- 
Dusin his iith Diflertation, where, treating of 
the language of Ceylone^ he explains the word 
Vehdr^ above fpoken of, in thefe terms. 

** f^ehdr (ignifies a temple of their principal 
*' God BuDDou, who, as Clemens Alexan- 
" DRiNushas long ago obferved, was worfhip- 
•* ped as a God by the Hindoos +.*' 

After the above quotations, the following 
extract from the voyage of that inquifitive and 
ingenious traveller M. Gentil, publiflied ia 

* *' I/Edrifi nous inftniit fur la religion que profeflbit ce 
^^ Prince, en difant que fon culte s' addrefToit a Bodda, que 
" felon St. Jerome ct St. Clement d* Alexandrie 
** avoit etc Tinftitutcur des Gymnofophiftes, comme les 
** Brachmanes rapportoient a Brahma leur inftitut." Ant. 
Geog. de L'Inde, p. 94> 

t ^ Veh&Vy templum dei primarii Buddoe /3ot;Tr« quern In- 
^ dos ut Deum venerari jam olim notavit Clemens Alej^^ 
<* ANDRiNUs." Strom. Kb. x. p. 223. Rel. Dife. pars 
tertia, p. 85. 

Vol. II. D ^119^ 
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1779, is given as a further and very rcmarka-* 
He illuftration of this fubjed* 

** This fyftem is alfo that o£ the Bramins of 
•* otir time ; it forms the bafis of that rcli^ 
** gioii which they have brought with them 
" into the fouthern parts of the Peninfula 
** of Hindofiany into Madura^ TanjorCy and 
** Maijfore. 

*' There was then in thofc parts of Indla^ 
*• and principally on the Coaft of Chorormmdel 
•* and Ceyloncy a fort of worfiiip, the precepts 
^* of which we are quite unacquainted. with^ 
" The God Baouth, of whom at prefentth^ 
•• know no more in India than the name, was 

the objedof thb worfliip ; but it is now totalljr 

abolifhed, except that there may poffibly yet 
** be found fome families of Indians ^ who have 
•* remained faithful to Baovth^ and do not 

acknowledge the religion of. the Brafnins^ 

and who are on that account leparated frona 
*^ and defpifed by the other Gafts. 

" I HAVE not indeed heard that there arc 
*' any fuch families in the neighbourhood of 
** Pondicheryy but there is a circumftance well 
*• worthy of remark, which none of the tra* 
^* vellers that have treated oif the Coaft of Cj&d- 
** romandel ^ndi Pondichery feem to have no- 
*' ticed. It is this : That at a fhort leaguers dif* 
^* tance to the fouih of this town, in the plain 

" of 
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•* of yirapatnam^ and pretty near the river, we 
** find a {htne of Granite very hard and beau- 
** tlful. This ftatue, which is from three 
•* feet to three and a half in height, is funk 
*• inthclandtothewaift, and weighs, doubtlefs, 
•• many thou(and weight ; it is, as it were, 
abandoned in themidft of this exteniive plain. 
1 cannot give a better idea of it, than by 
faying, that it exafUy agrees with and re- 
** iembles the Sormnonacodom of the Siamefe ; 
'* its head is of the fame form, it has the fame 
^^ features, its arms are in the fame attitude^ 
•' and its ears are exaftly (imilar. The form 
•* of this divinity, which has certainly been 
" made in the country, and which in no refpe^ 
** refembles the prefent idols of the Genioos^ 
•' ftruck me as I pafled this plain. I made va- 
" rious inquiries concerning this fingular 
*' figure; and the Tamulians one and all af- 
" fured me that this was the God BAouTHf 
" who was now no longer regarded, for that 
** his worfhip and his feftivals had been abo- 
** liftied ever fince the Bramins had made 
^^ themfelves matters of the people's faith ♦.** 

♦ ** Ce fyftemc eft aufE cclui des Brames de nos jours 5 
« il fait la bafe de la religion qu* ils ont apportee dans le fud 
^ de la prefqu' ifle de T Indoftan, le Madur^ le Tan- 
^ jaour, et le MaiiTour. 

** II y avoit alors dans ce$ parties dc V Inde, et princi- 
^ palement a la C6te de Coromandel et a Ceylan, un culte 

X) 2 " dont 
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M. Gentil then goes on to fay a good deal 
more upon this fubjedl, in the courfe of which 
he fuppofes, that this Deity is the Fo, of the 
Chinefe^ whofe worlhip, by their own accounts, 
was brought from India. And indeed the 
abridgement of the name Fout^ mentioned in 
a note of this paper,which the w\Ag2iv Siamefe re- 
duce to the fingle fy liable Poy feems to coun- 
tenance this opinion. But as this is foreign to 
our prefent purpofe, and the above paflages, 
it is hoped, are fufficient to eftablifli what waa 

♦' dont on ignore abfolument les dogmcs : le Dieu Baouth^ 
** dont on ne connoit aujourd'hui dans 1' Inde que le nom, 
^* etoit Tobjet de ce culte ; mais il eft tout-a-fait aboli, fi ce 
*' n'eft qu'il fe trouve encore quelcjues families d* Indiens ft- 
^' parces et meprifees des autres Caftes, qui font reftees fideles 
*' a Baouth, et qui rte reconnoiflent point la religion de$ 
" Brames. 

** Jen' ai pas ejitendu dire qu'il y aitde ces families aux en- 
" virons de Pondichery; cependant, une chofe fres digne. 
" de remarque, & a laquelle aucun des Voyageurs qui 
*' parient de la Cote do Coromandel & de Pondichery n'ont 
** fait attention, eft, que l\6n trduve a une petite lieue au 
** fud de cette viHe, dains la plaine de Virapatnam, affez 
<* pres de la riviere, une fl^tue de Granit tres dur & tres 
** beau :* cette ftatue, d' environ trois pieds a trois pieds & 
** demi de hauteur, eft enfonc^e dans le fable jufqu* a la cein- 
** ture, & pefe fans doute plufieurs milliers ; elle eft corame 
«^ abando^mee au milieu de cette vafte plaine : jenepeux 
•^ mieux en donner une idee, qu'en difant qu* elle eft ex- 
^ adlemerit confo^me & rcflemblante a Sofmnonacodom des 
** Siamois \ c'eft la meme forme de tete, ce font let 
^* menies traits dans le vifage, c'eft la meme attitude dans left 
** bras, and les oreilles font abfolument femblables. La 

♦* forme 
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propoiedy it feems high time to take leave of this 
fubjeft^ with an apology for that prolixity 
which is infeparablc from this kind of difcuilion. 
iphjune 1784. 

^ forme de cette divinite, qui certainement a etc &it dans 
^ k pays, & qui ne reflemble en rien aux divinites a£hielles 
^ des Gentils, m'avoit frappe lorfque je paflai dans cette 
^ pkdne. Je fis diveries informations fur cette figure fmgu- 
** licre, les Tamoults m'aflurerent tous que c'etoit Baouth, 
** quf on nc regardoit plus ; que fon culte & fes fetes etoient 
•* ceflees depuis que les Brames ^' etoient rendus les maitres 
** de la crovance du peuple." 



ACCOUNT 
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ACCOUNT 

OF Atr 

I N T JE R V I E W 

B ET W E E JJT 

TEESHOO LAMA and Lieut. SAMUEL TURNER 

(who WAS APPOINTED OJf AN EMBASSY TO TIBET)t 

AT THB MONASTERY O^ TERPALING : 
COMMUNICATED IN A LETTER FROM 

Lieutenant S4MUE L TURNER 

TO THE 

Honoprablc JOHN MACPHEKSON, Efc^. 
PcAternor-general of bengal. 



Patna, March ty 1784. 

DURING my rcfidence in Ti^et, it was aq 
objeft I had much at heart to obtain ai^ 
interview of the infant Teeshoq Laivj a, but 
the Emperor of China\ general orders, reftrift' 
ing his guardians to keep him in the ftrideft 
privacy, and prohibiting indifcriminately the 
admiffion of all perfons to his prcfence, even 
his votaries, who fhould come from a diftance, 
appeared to me an obftacle almoft infurmount- 

able : 
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able : yet, however, the Rajah, mindful of the 
amity fubfifting between the Governor and 
him, and unwilling, I believe, by any zGt to 
hazard its interruption, at length confented to 
grant me that indulgence. As the meeting was 
attended with very (ingularand ftrikingcircum- 
ftances, I could not help noting them with 
moft particular attention ; and though the re- 
petition of fuch fafts, interwoven and blended 
as they are with fuperftition, may cxpofc mc 
to the imputation of extravagance and exagge- 
ration, yet I {hould think myfelf reprehenfible 
to fupprefs them ; and while I diveft myfelf of 
all prejudice and affume the part of a faithful 
narrator, I hope, however tedious the detail I 
propofe to enter into may be found, it will be 
received with carujour, and merit the attention 
of thofe for whofe pcrufal and information it i$ 
intended, were It only to mark a ftrong feature 
in the national charafter, of implicit homage to 
the great religious fovereign, and to inftancc 
the very uncommon, I may fay almofl unheard- 
of, efFefts of carlv tuition. 

I SHALL, perhaps, be ftill more juftified in 
making this relation, by adverting to that very 
extraordinary affurance the Rajah of Teeshoo 
LooMBoo made me but a few days before my de- 
parture from his court, which, without further 
introduiaion, I will beg leave literally to recite, 
D 4 At 
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At an interview he allowed me, after hav^ 
ing given me my audience of leave, faid he, 
" 1 had yefterday a vifion of our tutelary deity, 
" and to me it was a day replete with much 

interefting and important matter. This 

guardian power, who infpires us with his 
** illuminations on every naomentous and great 
** occafion, indulged me with a diyination, 
*^ from which I have coUefted that every thing 
** will be well : fet your heart at reft, for ^hp* 
** a feparation is about to take place between 
" us, yet our friendftiip will not ceafe to exift ; 
" but through the favour of interpofing Provl- 
** dence ypu may reft aflbred it will increale, 
** and terrfiinate eventually in that which wilj[ 
'' be for the bcft/' 

I SHOULD have paid lefs regard to fo ftrang^j 
an obfervation but for this r'eafon, that how- 
ever diflbnant fropi other do<3:rines their pofi- 
tions may be; found, yet I judge they are the 
beft foundation to build our reliances upon, and 
fuperftition combining with inclination to imr 
plant fuch friendly fentiments in theif minds, 
will ever conftitute, the opinion haying once ob- 
tained, the ftrongeft barrier to their preferva- 
tion. Oppofed to the prejudices of a people, 
no plan can reafonably be expeded to take place: 
agreeing with them fuecefs muft be the relult. 



ON 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



TEESHOO LAMA AND LIEUT. TURNER. 41 

ON the 3d of December 1785, I arrived 

at Terpalingj lituated on the fummit of a 

high hill, and it was about noon when I en* 

tered the gates of the Monaftery, which was 

not long fincc erefted for the reception and 

education of Teeshoo Lama. 'He refides in 

a palace in the center of the Monaftery, which 

occupies about a mile of ground in circum* 

ference, and the whole is encompafled by a 

wall. The feveral buildings ferve for the ac* 

commodation of three hundred Gylongs ap-r 

pointed to perform religious fervice with 

Teeshoo Lama, until he (hall be removed to 

the Monaftery and Mufnud oiTee/koo Loomboo^ 

It is unufual to make vifits either here or in 

Bootan on the day of arrival : we therefore 

refted this day, only receiving and fending 

ipeflages of compliment. 

On the 4th in the morning, I was allowed 
to vifit Teeshoo Lama, and found him placed 
in great form upon his Mufnud ; on the left 
fide flood his father and mother, on the other 
the officer particularly appointed to wait upon 
his perfon. The Mufnud Is a fabrick of filk 
cufhions piled one upon the other until the feat 
is elevated to the height of four feet from the 
floor; an (pmbroidered filk covered the top, 
and the fides were decorated with pieces of filk 
of various colours fufpended from the upper 
edge and hanging down. By the particular re- 

queft 
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qucft of Teeshoo Lama's father, Mn Saun* 
PEHS and myfelf wore the Englijb drefs# 

I ADVANCED^ and, as istbecuftom, pre- 
fentedawhite pelong handkerchief^ and deli« 
vered alfb into the Lama's hands the Gover- 
nor's prefent of a firing of pearls and coral, 
while the other things were fct down before 
him* Having performed the ceremony of the 
exchange of handkerchiefs with his ^ther and 
mother, we took our feats on the right of 
Teeshoo Lama. 

A multitude of perfons, all thofc ordered 
to efcort me, were admitted to his prefence, 
and allowed to make their proftrations. The 
infant Lama turned towards them, and re* 
ceived them all with a chearful and fignificant 
look of complacency. His father then ad- 
drefled me in the Tibet language, which was 
explained to me by the interpreter, that 
Teeshoo Lama had been ufed to remain at 
reft until this time of the day, but he had 
awoke very early this morning, and could not 
be prevailed on to remain longer in bed, for, 
added he, '^ the Englijh Gentlemen were ar- 
*^ rived, and he could not fleep.'* During 
the time we were in the room, 1 obferved the 
Lama's eyes were fcarce ever turned from us, 
and when our cups were empty of tea, he ap- 
peared uneaiy, and throwing back his head 
and contrafting the Ikin of his brow, he kept 

making 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



TEESHOO LAMA AND LIEUT. TURNER. 43 

making a noife, for he could not fpeak, until 
they were filled again. He took out of a golden 
eup, containing confers, fome burnt fugar, 
and ftretchiiig out his arm made a motion to 
his attendants to give them to me. He thea 
fent fome in like manner to Mr. Saunders^ 
who was with me. I found myfelf, though 
viliting an infant, under the ncceffity of faying 
fomething, for it was hinted to me, that not- 
withftanding be is unable to reply, it is not to 
be inferred that he cannot underftand. How- 
(ever, his incapacity of anfwcring excufed me 
many words, and I juft briefly faid. That the 
Governor- General on receiving the news of his 
deceafe ip China^ was overwhelmed with grief 
and forrow, and continued to lament his ab- 
fence from the world until the cloud that had 
overcaft the happmefs of this nation by his re- 
appearance was difpelled and then, if poffible, 
a greater degree of joy had taken place than he 
had experienced of grief on receiving the firft 
mpurnful news. The Governor wifhed he 
might long continue to illumine the world with 
his prefence, and was hopeful that the friend- 
ihip which had formerly fubfifted between 
them would not be diminiflied, but rather that 
it might become ftill greater than before, and 
that by his continuing to Ihew kindnefs to my 
countrymen, there might be an extenfive com- 
munication befrwejen his votaries and the de- 
pendants 
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pendants of the Britijh nation. The littlo 
creature turned, looking ftedfaftly towards me 
with the appearance of much attention while J 
fpoke, and nodded with repeated but flo^v 
movements of the head, as though he under-^ 
flood and approved every word, but could not 
utter a reply. The parents, who flood by all 
the time, eyed their fon with a look of affec- 
tion, and a fcnile expreffive of heartfelt joy at 
the propriety of the young Lama's oondu6t* 
His whole regard was turned to us ; he was 
iilent aud fedate, never once looking towards 
Jiis parents, as if under their influence at the 
time ; ?tnd with whatever pains his manners 
tnay have been formed fo corred, yet I muft 
own his behaviour on this occafion appeared 
perfectly natural and fpontaneous, and not dir 
XC&,cA by any aftion or fign of authority. 

The fpcne in which I was here brought to 
take a part was too new ^nd extraordinary, 
however trivial, if not abfurd, as it may apt- 
pear to fome, not to claim from me great at^ 
tpntion and confequently minute remark. 

Teeshoo Lama is at this time about i? 
months of age. He did not fpeal^ a word, but 
made moft expreffive figns, and conduced 
hirrifelf with aftoni(hing dignity and decoruna. 
His complexion is of that hue which in Engr 
land we fhould term rather byown, but no^ 

withpMt 
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without colour. His features good— fmall 
black eyes — an animated expreflion of court* 
tenance — and altogether I thought him one of 
the handfomeft children I had ever feen. I 
had but little converfation with the fether* 
He told me he had direftions to cqtcrtain me 
three days on account of Teeshoo Lama, and 
entreated me with fo much earncftnefs to pafs 
another on his own account, that I could not 
relift complying with his requeft. He then 
invited us for to-morrow to an entertainment 
he propofed to make at a fmall diftance from 
the Monaftcry ; which invitation having ac- 
cepted, we took our leave and retired. 

In the courfe of the afternoon I was viiited 
by two officers of the Lama*s houfliold, both 
of whom are immediately attendant on his 
perfon. They lat and converfcd with me fomc 
time ; enquired after Mr. Bogle, whom both 
of them had feen ; and tHen remarking how 
extremely fortunate it was the young Lama's 
having regarded us with very particular notice, 
obferved on the very ftrong partiality of the 
former Telshoo Lama for the EngHJh^ and 
that the prefent on* often tried to utter the 
name of the Eng/i/h. I encouraged the thought, 
hopeful that they would teach the prejudice to 
ftrengthen with his increafing age ; and they 
aflured me that fhould he, when he begins to 

fpeak, 

\ 
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Ipeak, have forgot, they would early teach him 
to repeat the name of Hastings. 

On the morning of the 6:h, I again waited 
on Teeshoo Lama to prefent Ibme curiofities 
I had brought for him from Bengal. He was 
very much ftruck with a fmall clock, and had 
it held to him, watching for a long time the 
revolutions of the moment- hand; he admired 
itf but with gravity and without any childilH 
emotion. There was nothing in the ceremony 
different frpm the firft day's vifit. The father 
and mother were prefent. I ftaid about half an 
hour, and retired to return and take leave in the 
afternoon. 

The votaries of Teeshoo Lama already 
begin to flock in numbers to pay their adora- 
tions to him. Few are yet admitted to his 
prefence. Thofe who come efteem it a hap- 
pinefs if he is but (hown to them from the 
window, and they are able to make their pro- 
ftrations before he is removed. There came 
to-day a party of Kilmaaks (Calmuc Tartars) 
for purpofes of devotion and to make their of- 
ferings to the Lama. When I returned from 
vifiting him, I faw them Handing at the en- 
trance of the fquare in front of the palace, 
each with his cap off, his hands being placed 
together elevated, and held even with his face. 
They remained upwards of half an hour in 

this 
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this attitude, their eyes fixed upon the apart-- 
ment cf the Lama, and anxiety very vifiUy 
depi£bed in their countenances* At length, I 
imagine* he appeared to them, for they began 
all tc^ether by Ufting their hands, dill clofed^ 
above their heads, then bringing them even 
with their fiices, and after lowering them to 
their breads, then feparating them : to affift 
them in finking and rifing, they dropt upoa 
their knees and ftruck their heads againft the 
ground. This with the fame motions was re« 
peated nine times. They afterwards advanced 
to deliver their prefents, confiding of talents 
of gold and filver, with the produds of their 
country, to the proper officer, who having re- 
ceived them, they retired apparently with 
much fatisfa6tion. 

Upon enquiry I leamt that offerings made in 
this manner are by no means unfrequcnt, and 
in reality conflitute one of the mofl copious 
fburces from which the Lamas of Tiiff derive 
their wealth. 

No one thiqks himfelf degraded by perform* 
ing thefe humiliations: The perfcMis I allude 
to, who came for this devout purpofc, were 
attendant on a man of fuperior rank, that 
feemed to be more engrofled than the reft iq, the 
performance of the ceremony. He wore a 
rich fatin garment lined with fox Ikins, and a 

cap 
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cap with a taflel of fcarlet filk flowing funxi 
the center of the crown upon the fides all rounds 
^and edged with a broad band of Sib^ridn fun 

According to appointment, I went in thcJ 
afternoon to make my laft vifit to Teeshoo 
Lama. I received his difpatches for the Go- 
vernor General, and from his pafcnts two 
pieces of fatin for the Governor^ with niany 
compliments. 

They prefented me with a veft lined with 
lamblkins, making many afliirances of a long 
remembrance, and obferving, that att his time 
Teeshoo Lama is an infant and incapable of 
converfing, but they hoped to fee me again 
when he (hall have become of age. I replied, 
that by favour of the Lama I might agai;f vifit 
this country; I looked forward with anxiety to 
the time when he (hould mount the Mufnud, 
and (hould then be extremely happy in the op- 
portunity of paying my refpefts. After fome 
cxprdfions and proteftations of mutual regard, 
my vifit was concluded: I received the hand- 
kerchiefs and took my leave ; and am to purfue 
my journey towards Bengal to-morrow at the 
da^w^ of day. 



AN 
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A N 

ACCOUNT 

OF A 

JOURNEY TO TIBET, 

MADE BY 

POORUNGEER, a Gosseyn, 

AMD or 

MIS RECEPTION BY TEESHOOLAMA: 

COMMUNICATED IN A LETTER FRO M 

LieuttnaM SAMUEL TURNER 

TO TH E 

Honourable JOHN MACPHERSON, Efc^- 

GOVERNOR-GENERAL O^ BENGAL. 



HONOURABLE SIR, 

HAVING, in obedience to the inftrudions 
with which you were pleafed to honour 
tne, examined Poorungeer, the Gojfeyn^ who 
has at different times been employed in deputa- 
tions to the late Teeshoo Lama, formerly ac- 
compantcd him to the court of Pekin, and who 
is lately again returned from TUbet^ and having 
colleded from him fuchan accountof the jour- 
ney he has juft performed, and other informa- 
VoL. IL E tion 
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tion as he could give me relative to the countries 
he has left ; 1 beg leave tofubmit it to you ia 
the following narrative. 

In th6 beginning of laft year Poorungeiii 
having received difpatches from Mr. Hastings, 
a (hort time previous to his departure froni 
Bengal^ for Teeshoo Lama and the Regent 
of Teeshoo Loomboo, immediately fet about 
preparing for the diftant journey he had engaged 
to undertake, which employed him until the' 
beginninj^ of the following month of March, 
when I beg leave to rccal to your remembrance 
I had the honour to prefcnt him to you for his 
difmiflion. He then commenced his journey 
from Calcutta^ and early in the month of Aprifl 
had paffcd, as he relates, the limits of the 
Company's Provinces, and entered the moun- 
tains that conftitute the kingdom of Bootan^ 
where, in the pfofecution of his journey, he 
received from the fubjeAs of the Daib Raja 
the moft ample and voluntary affiflance to the 
frontier of his territory, nor met tt^ith any im- 
pediment to oppofe his progtefs ufitil he cam* 
upon the borders of "Tibet. Here he was coiti* 
pelled ro halt for near a fortnight by a heavy fall 
of fnow, that commenced upon his arrival, andk 
continued inccflantly for the fpace of fix days, 
covering the face of the country to fb great a 
di^pth as totally jto put a fiop to all travelling, 

and* 
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isinc} retfdet it ici&prafbicable for him to proceed 
until a thaw fuccceded to open the tommuni-' 
oatioh. Durbg the time of his confinement 
at Pbari'^ he fays, fuch was the feverity of the 
cold^and the injurious effect fo rapid a tranfition 
from a temperate climate had on the health of 
himielf and his companions^ that it left him little 
room to doubt^ if an early change had not fortu- 
nately taken place and permitted his advance^ 
that they muft all have fallen viiftims to the iu« 
clemency of the weathef* 

However, as early as it was pofliblc for 
him to leave Pbetrlj he proceeded by long 
ftages on his journey^ wid without encounter-* 
ingany farther difficulty^ on the 8th of May 
following, reached Tetjhob Loombo^^ the capital 
of ^ihet. Imnaediitely lipon entering the Mo- 
naftery, he went to the Durbar of the Regent 
PuNjuR Intinnbe NEMoHEtN to auittouncc 
his arrival and the purpofc of his commiflion* 
Quarters were then allotted fBr hi^ refidenccr, 
and an hour fixed fox him to wait upon 
Teeshoo Lama ; who^ he was informed, the 
fallowing morning intended to leave the palace 
to Qcbiipy one of his gardens, fituated on the 
plain within fight of the Monaftery, where it 
was vifible t confiderable encampment had been 
ibrnried. The Lama quitted his apartment 
at the firft dawn of day, and was lodged in the 
E 2 tents 
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tents pitched for his accommodation before the 
fun had rifen. 

In the courfe of the morning, at the hour 
appointed for his admiffion, PooRiTNGEEit 
went down to the Lama*s tents. He heard, 
on entering the gates of the enclofure, that the 
young Lama was taking his recreation in the 
garden, ranging about, which became wkh him 
a very favourite amufement. As it was at thi^ 
time in Tibet the warmeft part of the year, 
that he might enjoy the benefit of the air, his 
attendants had chofen a Ipot where •the trees 
affijfided a complete fhade to place an elevated 
feat of cufliions for the yovmg Lama, after 
his exercife, t® reft upon. In this fituation 
PoonuNGEER found him, when fummoned to 
his prefence, attended by the Regent, his pa- 
rents, Soofook Choomboo, the cup-bearer; 
and the principal officers of the court* After 
making three obeifances at as remote a diftance 
as ii was poflibrc, PooRUNGEER approached, 
jind prcfented to the Lamj^, according to the 
cuftom of Tibet y a piece of white pelong, and 
then delivered the letters and prefents with 
which he had bech charged. The packages 
were all imniediately opened before the Lama, 
jwho had every article brought near to him, and 
viewed them feparately one by one. The letter 
lie took into his own hand, hipifelf broke the 

fcal, 
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{ealj and taking from under the cover a ftring 

of pearls, which it eaclofed, ran them over 

between his fingers, as they read their rofaries^ 

and then with an arch air placed them by his 

fide, nor would, while the narrator was in his 

prefence^ permit any one to take them up, 

PooRUNGESt fays, the young Lama regarded 

him with a very kind and fignificant iook^ 

fpoke to him in the Tiiet language, and aflced 

him if he had had a fatiguing journey. The 

interview lafled more than an hour, during all 

which time the Lama fet with the utmoft 

connpofure, not once attempting to quit his 

feat, nor difcovering the leaft froward uneafi- 

nefs at his confinement. Tea was twice brought 

in, and the Lama drank a cup each time* 

When ordered to accept his difmiflion, Poo- 

RUNGEER approached the Lama, and bowing 

before him, prefented his head uncovered to 

receive his bleffing, which the young Lama 

gave by flretching out his hand and laying it 

upon his head. He then ordered him, for as 

long as he refided at Te^Jhoo LoomboOy to come 

to him once every day. 

The following morning Poorungeer waited 
upon the Regent at his apartments in the pa- 
lace, to whom, after obferring the cuftoma- 
ry forms of introduction, he delivered his 
difpatches. After this he vifited Soopoon 
E 3 Choomboo, 
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Choomboo, the Lama's parents, arid othcrg 
to whom he was before known, and fays, he 
experienced from all quarters the moft cordial 
and kind reception ; for they had been long 
ufed to confider him as an agent of the Go- 
vernment of Bengal. He found no changei 
-whatever to have enfucd in the Admin iftration 
,fince his attendance upon me in Ti^ef. The 
country enjoyed perfed tranquillity, and the 
only event that had taken place of importance 
In their annals was the inauguration of the in- 
fant Lama, which happened the preceding 
year ; and as this conftitutes ^ concern of the 
higheft moment, whether eonfidered in a po- 
litical or religious point of view, being no lefs 
than the recognizance in an infant form of their 
re-generated immortal Sovereign and eccle- 
fiaftical Supreme, I was induced to beftow 
more than cominon pains to trace the ceremo^ 
nies that attended the celebration of fuch a 
great event, cqnceiving that the novelty of the 
fubjeft might render the account curious, if 
even it (hould be found to contain no informa- 
tion of real utility. I fhall therefore, without 
further apology, fubjoin the refult of my enqui - 
ries, premifing only that my authority for the 
defcription ^s derived principally from Poo- 
HUNGEER, and ^confirmed, with foipe ad- 
fJitional particulars, by the cpncqrring reports 

of 
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of a GoffiyeHf who was at the time himfclf 
prdent on the fpot. 

Thb Emperor of China appears on this oc- 
cafion to have afilimed a very confpicuous part 
in giving tcftimonjr of his refped and zeal for 
die great religious "Father of his faith. Early 
in the year 1784, he difinifled ambafladors 
from the court of Peidn to Teejboo Loomboo^ to 
rq>re{ent .their fbvereign in fupporting the dig- 
nity of the High Prieft, and do honour to the 
occaficm of the afliimption of his office. 
Dalai Lama and die Viceroy of Lajfa^ ac- 
companied by all the court, one of the Chinefe 
Generals ftationed at Lajfay with a part of the 
troops under his comnund, two of the four 
magiftrates of the city, the heads of every 
Monaftery throughout Tibet^ and the Em- 
peror's ambailadorsy appeared at Tcejhoo Lo$mboo 
to celebrate thisepocha in their theological in- 
flitutions. The 28th day of the feventh moon, 
correfponding nearly, as their year commences 
with the vernal equinox, to the middle of 
October 1784, was chofen as the moft aufpi- 
cious for the ceremony of inauguration ; a few 
days previous to which the Lama was con- 
duced from Terfallng^ the Monaftery in which 
he had paflcd his infancy, with every mark of 
pomp and homage that could be oaid by an en- 
fhufiaftick people. So great a coiKX)urfc as af- 

E 4 femhled, 
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fctnbled either from curiofity or devoticHi was 1 
never feen before, for not a perfon ofanycondi* 
tion in Tibet was abfent who could join the fuitc. 
The proceffion was hence neceffarilyconftrain'*- 
cd to move fb flow, that though Terpaling is 
iituated at the diftancc of twenty miles only 
from Teepoo Loomboo^ three days expired in thi^ 
performance of this (hort march. The firft 
halt was made at Tfaudue ; the fecoiid at Sum^ 
tnaar^ about fix miles off. Whence the moft 
iplendid parade was referved for the LAivrA'ft 
entry on the third day % the account of which 
is given me by a perfon who was prefent in the 
proceffion. The road, he iays, was previoufly 
prepared by being whitened with awafli, and 
having piles of ftones heaped up, with fmall 
intervals between, on either fide. The retinue 
pafled between a double row of priefts, who 
formed a ftreet extending all the way from 
§ummaar to the gates of the palace. Some of 
the priefls held lighted rods of a perfumed 
pompofition, th^t burn like decayed wood, and 
emit an arpmatick fmoke ; the reft were fur- 
niflied with the different mufical inftrumems 
they ufe at their devotions, fuch as the gong, 
the cymbal, hautboy, trumpets, drums, and 
fea-fliells, which were all founded in union 
with the hymn they chanted. The crowd of 
fpeftators were kept without the ftreet, and 

none 
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none admitted on the high road but fuch as 
properly belonged to or had a prefcribed place 
in the proccflion, which was arranged in the 
following order. > 

The van was led by three military com- 
mandants or governors of dif^ri£ts at the head 
of 6 or 7000 horfemen armed with quivers, 
bowsy and matchlocks. In their rear followed 
the amba£&dor, with his fuite, carrying his di- 
ploma, as is the cuftom of Chma^ made up in 
the form of a large tiibe, and faftened on his 
back • Next the Chinefe General advanced with 
the troops under his command, mounted and 
accoutred after their way with fire-arms and 
fabres;, then came a very numerous group 
b^ng the various (landards and iniignia of 
ilate ; next to them moved a full band of wind 
and other Ibnorous inftruments ; after which 
were led two horfes richly caparifbned, each 
carrying two large circular ftoves difpofed 
like panniers acrofs the horfe's back, and filled 
with burning aromatic woods. Thefe were 
followed by a fenior prieft, called a Lama^ who 
bore a box containing books of their form of 
prayer and Ibme favourite idols. Next nine 
fumptuary horfes were led loaded with the 
Lama's apparel ; after which came the priefts 
immediately attached to the Lama's perfon for 
the performance of daily offices in the temple, 

amounting 
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amounting to about 700 : following thena were 
two men, each carrying on his (houlder a large 
cylindrical gold infignium eniboffed with em- 
l^lematical figures (a gift from the Emperor of 
China). The Duhunniers and Soopoons^ who- 
Vrere en>ployed in communicating addreffes and 
drftributiqg alms, immediately preceded the 
Lama's bier, which wa$ covered with a gaudy 
canopy, and borne by eight of the fjxteen Cbinefe 
appointed for this fervice. On one fide of the Wee 
attended the Regent^ on the other the Lam A*s 
father. It was followed by the heads of the 
different Monafteries, and as the proccffion ad- 
vanced j^ the priefts who formed the ftreet fell 
in the rear and brought up the fuite, which 
moved at an extremely flow pace, and about 
noon was received within the confines of the 
Monaftery amidfl: an amazing difplay of co- 
lours, the acclamations of the croud, fblemn 
mufick, and the chanting of tlieir priefts, 

The Lama being fafely lodged in the palace, 
the Regent and Soopoon Choomboo went 
out, as is a cuftomary compliment paid to vi- 
fitors of high rank on their near approach, to 
meet and conduct Dalai Lama and the 
Viceroy of Laffa^ who were on the way to 
Teejljoo Loomboo. Their retinues encountered 
^e following morning at the foot -of Patnom 
c^afiie, and the x\q%% day together eiitered the 

Monaftery 
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Moiiaftcry of Teejhoo Loomboo, in which both 
Dalai Lama and the Viceroy were accom* 
iRodated during their ftay. 

The following morning, which was tho 
third after Teeshoo Lama's arrival, he was 
carried to die great temple, and about noon 
fcated upon the throne of his progenitors ; at 
which time the Emperor's ambaflador delivered 
his diploma, and placed the prefents with 
which be had been charged at the Lama's 
feet. 

The three next enfuing days, Dalai Lama 
met Teeshoo Lama in the temple, where 
they were aflifted by all the priefts in the invo- 
cation and public worfhip of their Gods. Tho 
rites then performed completed, as I under- 
ftand^ the btifinefs of inauguration. During 
this interval all who were at the capital were 
entertained at the public expence, and alms 
Were diftributed without referve. In con- 
formity likewife to previous notice circulated 
every where for the fame fpace of tyne, uni- 
verfal rejoicings prevailed throughout Tibet. 
Banners were unfurled on all their fortrefles, 
the peafantry filled up the day with mufic and 
feftivity, and the night was celebrated by ge- 
neral illuminations. A long period was after- 
wards employed \x\ making prefents and pub-^ 
|ick entertainments to the newly -indudled 

Lama* 
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Lama, who at the time of his acceffion to the 
Mufnud, or, if 1 may ufe the term, pontificate^ 
of HeefhoQ Loomboo^ was not three years of ago. 
The ceremony was begun by Dalai Lama, 
whofe offerings are faid to have amounted to a 
greater value, and his pubUck entertainments to 
have been more fplendid, than the reft- The fc- 
cond day was dedicated to the Viceroy oi La/fa % 
the third to the Chinefe General. Then fol- 
lowed the Culloong or Magiftrates of Lajfa^ 
and the reft of the principal perfons who had 
accompanied Dalai Lama. After which the 
Regent erf" "Teejhoo Loombooj and all that were 
dependent on that government^ were fcverally 
admitted, according to pre-eminence of rank^ 
to pay tKeir tributes of obeifance and refpcdk. 
As foon as the acknowledgements of all thcfc 
were received who were" admiflible to the pri- 
vilege^ Teeshoo Lama made, in the fame 
order, fuitable returns to each, and the con- 
fummation lafted forty daysv 

Many importunities were ufed with Dalai 
Lama to prolong his ftay at ^eejhoo LoomboQ, 
but he excufed himfelf from encumbering the 
capital any longer with fo numerous a con. 
courfe of people as attended on his movements ; 
and deeming it expedient to make hisabfence as 
fhort as poflible from the feat of his authority, 
at the expiration of forty days he withdrew 
>vith all his fuite to LaJJa^ and the Emperor's 

ambaflador 
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Mnbi^dor received his difmidion to return to 
China ; and thus terminated this famous feftival* 

With refpeft to the lately^cAaUifhed com- 
mercial intercourfe,PooRUNGEER informs mc, 
that though fo early, he found himfelf not the 
irft pcrfon who had arrived at Teejhoo Loomboo 
from Ber^aL Many merchants had already 
brou^t their commodities to market, and 
others followed before he left it. He heard 
from no quarter any complaint of impediment 
Of lofs ; and concludes, therefore, that all ad- 
veimiirers met the fame eafy accefs and ready 
«id as be himfelf had every where experienced. 
The markets were well flocked with Englijb 
and Indian articles, yet nor in fo great a degree 
as 10 lower the value of commodities below the 
prices of the two or three laft preceding years. 
Builiofi ^s fomewhat reduced in worth in 
comparii^n with the year 1783. A Pootrec, 
or bulfe, of gold dufl, the fame quantity that 
then fold for twenty-one Indermillees, was pro- 
cwablcof a jJurer qualityfor nineteen and twenty 
Itidermillee?. A talent of filver, which was 
then 500, was 450 Indermillees ; fo that the 
exchange was much in favour of the trader. 

PooiiWGEER, during his refidence at teejhoo 
Loamlroo^hzA very frequent interviews with the 
Regent and the minifters, and affures me he 
found the heartieft difpofitions in them to en- 
courage 
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courage the commercial interdourfe ^flablifhec^ 
under the aufpices of the late Governor Gte-* 
neral, whojfe departure, however, the R€gcn# 
regretted, as the lofs of the firft friend and ally' 
he became cooncfted with of, I believe it may 
be faid, any foreign nation j in whom was ac-* 
knowledgedalfo the original means of opening 
the communication and of commencing a cor-' 
refpondence between the Governments of Ben^ 
gal and Tiiet ; and although it may be obferve^ 
that, in ^ confequence of his having from ,t^e 
beginning been ufed exclufively to addrefs him-^^ 
lelf to, and acknowledge alone the agents of^ 
Mr. Hastings, his attachments to the Engli/b' 
nation had grown not without a great degree of 
Jierfonalityj yet, free from an unworthy Capri^ 
cioufnefs of temper^ he descended aot to take 
advantage of the opening offered by kts ffiend*a 
departure to qlofe the new coiineftion. For fiich 
was the refpcft he had leafnt tot entertain fot 
our national integrity of charader^ that, under 
the apparent convidtion our views tended to nQ 
fchemeof ambition, but were confined merely 
toot^ds crf'utility and curiofity,PooRUNGEEi^ 
afiures meheexpreiledan aiipxious defireforcon* 
tinning with the fucceeding Governor General 
theexercifcofthofe offices of friendfhip fa long 
Supported by his predec^or ; and in the hope that 
his would be met with equal wiflics, detertninecl 

to 
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to invite you to join him in preferving the (ame 
intercour^ of commerce and correfpondence fo 
eflentialljr calculated for the benefit of both 
countries. In confcquence of which the 
Lama and the Regent addrefled the letters 
PooRVNGf £R had the honor to deliver to you» 
tranflatioQS of which having, in obedience to 
your directions, been applied for to your. Ptr^ 
jian tranflator, I now fubjoin them. 

^oJ>y of a Letter fromTEESHOo LamA, 

*' God be praifed^. that the fituation of thefe 
^^ countries is in peace and happinefs, and I am 
** always praying at the altar of the Almi^ty 
.*' for your health and prefervation. This is 
" not unknown : you are certainly employed 
** in proteding and aflifting the whole world, 
** and you projnote the gqpd and happinefs of 
" mankind. Wc have made no deviation from 
** the union and unanimity which exiiled 
** during the time of the firft of nobles Mr. 
** Hastings and the deceafed Lama, and 
" may you alfo grant fricndfliip to thele 
" countries, and always make me happy with 
" the news of your health, which will be the 
** caufe of eafe to my heart and confirmation 
to my foul. At this time, as friendly offer- 
ings of union and unanimity, I fend one 
handkerchief, one ketoo of filvcr, and one 
piece Qf cochin. Let them be accepted/' 

From 
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Frm the Rajah b/ Tecflioo Loomboa 
" God be praifed, that the fituation of thefe 
countries is in peace and happinefs, and I ani 
** always praying at the altar of the Almighty 
*' for your health and prefervation. This is 
*^ not unknown : I am conftantly lemployed 
** in promoting the advantage of .the fubjefts^ 
^ and thefervice of the newly-feated Lama, 
*• becaufe the newly-feated Lama is not dif- 
" tinft from the deceafcd Lama, and the light 
** of his countenance is exalted. Grant your 
^* friendship to Poorungeer Gojffeyn. 

•* Maintain union and unanimity and af- 
** fefkion, like the firft of nobles, and every 
•* day make me happy with the news of yOur* 
** health and profperity, and beftow favours like? 
*♦ the firft of nobles, and make me happy with 
•* letters, which are caufes of eonfolation. At 
" this time, as friendly offerings of union andf 
^* affeftion and unanimity, 1 fend one hand- 
^ kerchief, three tolah of gold, antl one piece 
•* of cochin. Let them be accepted.'* 

Poorungeer, having received thefe dif- 
patches in the beginning of October, after a re- 
(idence of five month sat TCeejhoo Loombooj took, 
leave of the Lama and the Regent,4Bd fet out 
on his return, by the fame route he came ta 
Bengal. The weather at this feafon of the 
year being mofl extremely fevourable fortravel* 

ling, 
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Img, he experienced no delay or interruption ia 
the courfe of his journey through Tibet and 
Booian^ but arrived at Rungpqre early in Dc* 
temher, whence he proceeded as expeditk>u(ljr 
aspofUble tothe Preifldency ; where, to his greit 
mortification and concern, he finds upon his 
arrival his affairs invc^ved in great diflrefs ; the 
little terrirbty his adopted Chela was left in 
charge of, having during his abfence been vio^ 
Icntly invaded by Raja Chund^ a neighbour* 
ing Zemeendar^ and to the amount oif fifty be- 
gas JForcibLy taken out of his hands. Prevailed 
bn by his eamef): repeated iblicitations, I am in- 
duced to fay for him, that in your juftice and 
favour are his only hopes of relief from his em- 
barra^ments, and he humbly fupplicates your 
^roteftion in rettonng and fecuring him in ,thc 
pofleffion of his invaded right. The liberty of 
this interceilion I am confident to think would 
be forgiven, were it not in favour of one who 
tias rendered to this Government various ufefu| 
fervices ; butas^ though of trivial importance, 
it affords an authentic inflance of the encroach- 
ing difpofition of inferior Zemeendars^ yet an- 
other circumflaiice it may not be improper to 
pcnnt out. The ground alluded to is a part of 
the land (ituated upon the wefleni bank of the 
river oppofite Calcutta^ that was fonucrly 
granted under aSunnud of this Government tp 
Vol. 1L F Teeshoo 
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Teeshoo Lama, for the foundation of a tcm* 
pie of worlhip, and as a refbrt for fuch pilgrims 
cf their nation as might occafionally make vi- 
fits to the cpnfccfated Ganges. 

Having, in conformity toyourdefires, done 
my befl: endeavours literally to tranflate all the 
information Poorungeer could give me, I 
have now only to apologize for the prolixity of 
the account, which I have been induced to be 
particularly minute in, as 1 conceived every 
circumftance, however trivial, might be in 
fome degree interefting, that tends to illuftrate 
any trait in the national charafter of a people 
we are but recently become acquainted with^ 
and w4th whom in its extended views it has 
been an objed of this Government to obtain a 
clofer alliance* 

I WILL not now prefume to intrude longer 
on your time by adding any obfervations on 
conjeftures deduciblefrom the elevated impor- 
tance your young ally feems riling to, in con- 
fequence of the fignal rcfped paid him by the 
ihoft exalted political charafters known to his 
rtation ; but beg leave to repeat, that it is with 
infinite fatisfaftion I learn from the reports of 
PooRUNGEER the flourifliing ftate of the lately 
projefted fcheme of trade ; to promote which, 
be aflures me, not any thing had been wanting 
in facility of intercourfe : that the adventurers 
who had inverted their property had expe- 
rienced 
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Henccd perfeft (ccuiity in condii£Ung tbeircom- 
merce, carried their articles to aa exceeding 
good market^ and found the rate of exchange 
materially in their favour. 
' Those advantages authorize the infeience, 
that it will no doubt encourage more cxtenfivc 
enterprize; and permit me to add, I derive a 
confidence from the fuccefsof this infant eilay, 
Ahat infpires me with the ftrongeft hopes, that 
the commiflioh which your Honourable Board 
Was pleafed to conunit to my charge, will 
eventually be produftive of eflential benefits to 
the political and commercial interefts of the 
Company. 

1 have the honour to be, &c. &c. 

SAMUEL TURNER. 

Calcutta^ Feb. 8, 1786. 



^SER^ 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



•[ 68 ] 
OBSERVATIONS ahd INQUIRIES. 

CONCERNING THE 

SEEKS* and their COLL E GE, 

At PATNA, in the EAST-INDIES, 
By CHARLES WILKINS, Efq. 

WRITTIW MAECH I781. 



I FOUND the GoUegc of the Seeks fituated 
ill one of the narrow ftreets of Patnay at 
no very confiderable diftance fropi the Cuftom* 
houfe* * I was permitted to enter the outward 
gate, but, as {oon as I canle to the fteps whicl^ 
led up into -the Chapel, or public hall, I was 
civilly accofted by two of the Society* I aiked 
them if I might afccnd into the hall : they 
faid it #as a place of worfhip open to me and 
to all men ; but at the fame time intimated 
that I muft take off my fhoes. As I confider 
this ceremony in the /ame light as uncovering 
my head upon entering any of our temples de- 
dicated to the Deity, 1 did not hefitate to 
comply, and I was then politely conduced into 
the hall,^nd feated upon a carpet, in the midft 

♦ A fe<ft of people difttnguiflied by thit appellation from die 
Worftippers pf BeaHma and the followers ofMAHtMMBD. 

of 
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of the aflembljT, which was fb numerous as 

almoft to fill the room. The whole building 

forms a fquare of about forty feet, raifed from 

the ground about fix or eight fteps. The Irall 

is in the center, divided from four other apart* 

ments by wooden arches, upon pillars of the 

fame materials, all neatly carved. This room 

is rather longer than it is broad. The floor 

was covered with a neat carpet, and furaifhed 

with fix or feven low defks, on which flood as 

many of the books of their law ; and the 

wailsy above the arches, were hung with E«- 

r^/^looking-glafles in gold frames, and pi62:ure3 

of Mujfulman Princes and Hindoo Deities. A 

little room, which, as you enter, is fituated at 

the left-hwd end of the hall, is tht chancel^ 

and is furaifhed with an altar covered with a 

cloth of gold, upon which was laid a round 

black ihield over a long broad fword, and, on 

either fide, a chowry of peacock^s feathers, 

mounted in a filver handle. The altar was 

raifed a little above the ground, in a declining 

pofition. Before it flood a low kind of throne 

plated with filver ; but rather too fmall to be 

ufeful ; about it were feveral filver flower-pots 

and rofe-water bottles, and on the left hand 

flood three fmall TJrns which appeared to bo 

copper, fumifhed with notches to receive the 

donations of the charitable^ There flood alfo 

F 3 n^ar 
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near the altar, on a low delk> a great book of 
a folio fize, from which fbme portions are 
daily read in their divine fervice. It was cOt 
vered over with a blue mantle, oil which were 
printed, in filver letters^ fome feled pai&ge$ 
of their law. 

After I had had a long converfation with 
two of the congregation, who had.politelj 
feated themfelves, on each fivie of me, on the 
carpet, and whom I found very intelligentji 
notice was given, that it was noon, and the 
hour of divine fervice. The congregation 
arranged themfelves upon the carpet, on eacl^ 
fide of the hall, fo as to leave a fpace before 
the altar from end to end. The great bookji 
delkf and all, was brought with fome ^ittl^ 
ceremony from the altar, and placed at the op- 
pofite extremity of the hall.* An old maUj, 
with a reverepd filver beards kneeled down be- 
fore the deflc with his face towards the altar j 
and on one fide of him fat a man, with a fmal) 
drum, and two or three with cymbals. The 
book was now operted, and the old man began 
to chant to the time of the drum and the cym- 
bals ; and, at the conclufion of every verfe, 
mofl:of the congregation joined chorus. in a 
refponfe, with Countenances exhibiting great 
marks of joy. Their tones were by no meant, 
barih; the time was quick ; and I learnt that 

the 
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the (ubjeft was a Hymn in pralfc of the Unity, 
,the Omniprelence, and the Omnipotence, of the 
Deity. I was Angularly delighted with the 
geftures of the old man : I never faw a counte* 
nance fb expreffive of infelt joy, whilft he 
turned about from one to another^ as it 
were befpeaking their affcnts to thofe truths 
which his very foul fcemed to be engaged in 
chanting forth. The Hymn being concluded, 
which confifted of about twenty verfes, the 
w^hole congregation get up and prefcnted 
their faces with jobed hands towards the altar, 
in the attitude of prayer. A young man now 
flood forth ; and, with a loud voice and di{lin£t 
accent, folemnly pronounced a long prayer or 
kind of liturgy, at certain periods of which all 
the people joined in a general refponfe, faying, 
fVa Gooroo / They prayed agaiuft temptation ; 
for grace to do good ; for the general good of 
mankind ; and a particular bleiling to the Seeks ; 
and for the fafety of thofe who at that time 
were on their travels. This prayer was fol- 
lowed by a fhort blefling from the old man, and 
an invitation to the affembly to partake of a 
friendly feaft. The book was then clofed and 
reftored to its place at the altar, and, the people 
being feated as before, two men entered bear- 
ing a large iron caldron, called a Curray^ juft 
taken from the fire, and placed it in the center 

F 4 of 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



72 OBSjERVATIONS ON THE SEEKS 

of the hall upona low ftooL Thcfe were fbU 
lowed by others with five or fix difhes, fomp 
of which were of filver, and a large pile of 
leaves fewed together with fibres in the form of 
plates. One of thefe plates was given to each 
of the company without diftin<9:ion, and the 
diflies being filled from the caldron, their con- 
tents wereTerved out till every one had got his 
flure : myfelf was not forgotten ; and, as I 
was rcfolved not to give them the fmalleft ocn 
cafiou for offence, I ate up my portion. It 
was a kind qf fweetmeat, of the confidence of 
foft brown fugar, compofed of flour and 
iugar mixed up with plarified butter, which i^ 
palled Ghee. Had not the Ghee been rancid, I 
ihould have relifhed it better. We were next 
ferved ivith a few fiigar-plums ; and hero 
endfed the feaft and. the ceremonies of the day, 
They told me the religious part of the cerc^ 
mony was daily repeated five times. I now- 
took my leave, inviting fome of the principal 
men amongft them, who werp about to return 
to their own country througl} BanareSy to pay 
me a vifit. 

In the courfc of the converfatipn I was en-f 
gaged in with the twq Seeks befiDre the fervicc, 
I was able to gather the following circum- 
ilances. That the founder of their faith was 
called NaneeJk Sahj who flouriflied about four 

hundred 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



AND THEIR COLLEOB. ^J 

hundred years ago at Punjab^ and who, before 
bis apoftacy, was a Hindoo of the KJUtry^ or 
military tribe ; and that his body difappeared as 
the Hindoos and the Mujjulmans were difputing 
for it ; for upon their removing the cloth which 
covered it,it was gone. That he left behind him 
a book, compofed by himfelf, in verfc and the 
language of Punjab^ but a charafter partly of 
his own invention ; which teaches the do£brinc» 
of the faith he had eftablifhfed. That they 
call this charafter, in honour of their founder, 
GooroO' Mookbee : from the mouth of the pre^ 
feptor. That this book, of which that (landing 
near the altar, and feveral dthers in the hal^ 
were copies, teaches that there is but one God, 
omnipotent and omniprefent, filling all fpace, 
^nd pervading all matter, and that he is to be 
worfhipped and invoked ; that there will be 
a day of retribution, when virtue will be re* 
warded and vice puniflied (1 forgot to aft in 
what manner) ; that it not only commands 
univcrfal toleration, b\it forbids difputes with 
thofe of another perfuafion ; that it forbids 
murder, theft, and fuoh other deeds as are, 
by the majority of mankind, efteemed crimes 
figainft Ibciety ; and inculcates the praSice of 
all the virtues, but particularly an univerfal 
philanthropy, and a general hofpitality to 
ftraqgers aQ<| travellers^ This is aU my fliort 

vif^t 
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vilit would pprrnit.me to learn of this book. It 
is a folio volume, containing about four or fivp 
hundred page?. 

They told m« further, that fome years af* 
ter this book of Naneek Sah had been promul- 
gated, another made its appearance, now held 
in almoft as much efteem as the former. The 
name of the author has elcaped my memory j 
but they favoured me w^ith an extra£l from the 
book itfelf in praife of the Deity. The paflagc 
had ftruck my ear on my firft entering the hall, 
when the ftudents were all engaged in reading* 
From the limilarity of the language to the Hin-^ 
dooveCy and many Shanfcrit words, I was able 
to imderftand a good deal of it, and I hope, at 
fome future period, to have the honour of laying 
a tranflation of it before the Society. They 
told me I might have copies of both their book$ 
if I would be at the expence of tranfcribing 
them. 

I NEXT enquired why they were called Seeks ^ 
and they told me it was a word borrowed from 
one of the commandments of their founder 
which fignifies ** Learn thou ;'' and that it was 
adopted to diftinguiih the fed foon after he difr 
appeared. The word, as is well known, has th^ 
fame ira^port in the Hindoovee. 

I ASKEP them what were the ceremonies 
^fed in admitting a^profelyte. A perfon having 

ihewn 
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ihewn a {incere inclination tp renounce his for-> 
mcr opinions, to any five or more Seeks aflem* 
bled together, in any place, as well on the 
highway as in a houfe of worihip, they fend to 
the firft fliop where fweetmeats are fold, and 
procure a fmall quantity of a particular fort, 
which is very common, and as I recoiled they 
call Batajaj and having diluted it in pure wa- 
ter, they fprinkle fome of it on the body, and 
into the eyes of the convert, whilft one of the 
beft iaftrufted repeats to him, in any language 
with which he is converiant, the chief canons 
pf their £aith, exafting from him a (blemn pro- 
tnife to abide by them the reft of his life. This 
is the whole of the ceremony. The new con- 
vert may then choofe a Gooroo^ or preceptor, tQ 
teach him the language of their fcriptures, who 
firft gives him the alphabet to learn, and fb 
leads him on, by flow degrees, until he wants 
no further inftruftion. They offered to 'admit 
me into their Society ; but I declined the ho- 
npur ; coptenting myfelf with the alphabet, 
which they told me to guard as the apple of my 
^ye, as it was a facred charafler. I find it dif- 
fers but little from the Dewnager : the number^ 
order, and powers of the letters are exaftly the 
fame. The language itfelf is a mixture of Per^ 
JtaHy Arabic J and fome Shqnfcrit, grafted upon 
the provincial dialeft of Punjab^ which is a 
kind of Hindooveej or, 9s it is vulgarly called 
by us. Moors. 
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ON T If E 

TRlAt By ORDEAL 

A MO N a T » E 

H I N D US. 

ff AhV XBI^A HI'l^ KHA'Ky CHIEF MAGI&TRATX 
AT BANARES. 

pOMMUl^ICilTED BY WARREN HASTING^j ESC^ 

THE modes of trying offenders by an ap^ 
peal to fhe Deity, which are defcribed at 
large in the Mitagjherij or comment on the 
Phqrma Sajiruj in the Chapter of Oaths j an4 
other ancient books of fjlndt^ law, aye herq 
fufficiently explained, according to the inter-? 
pretation of learned Pandits j by the welU 
wiflier to mankind, Ali' Ibra'hi'm Kha'n. 

The word Dhyain Sanfcrit fignifies the fame 
with partc^i or parikhya in Bhajhh^ kafam ia 
Arahlck^ and faucand in Perjian ; that is, an 
oath^ or the form of invoking the Supreme 
Being to atteft the truth of an allegation ; but 
4t is generally ^nd^rf^ood ^o xnea^ the trial by' 

Orde(f\ 
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OrdeaJj or the form of appealing to the /rnmr * 
£ate interpoficion of the Divine Power. 

Now this trial may be concluded in nine 
ways : firft, by the balance ; fecondiy, by 
jirt% thirdly, hj water % fourthly, hy poifon ; 
fifthly, by the Cojba^ or water in which an idol 
has been waflied ; fixthly, by rice ; fevcnthly, 
by boiling oil ; eighthly, by red-hot iron ; 
ninthly, hy images. 

L Ordbal by the balance is thus performed. 
The beam having been previoufly adjufted, the 
cord fixedy and both fcales made perfe£tly even, 
the perfbn accufed and a Pandit faft a whole 
day ; then, after the accufed has been bathed 
in facred water, the h6ma^ or oblation^ prefented 
to Vtre^ and the deities worfhipped, he is care- 
fully weighed ; and, when he is taken out of 
thefcale, the Pandits proftrate themfclves be- 
fore it, pronounce a certain mentra or incanta- 
tion^ agreeably to the Sdjlras^ a^^d, having 
written the fubflance of the accufation on a 
piece of paper, bind it on his head* Six mi- 
nutes after, they place him again in the fcale ; 
and, if he weigh more thjin before, he is held 
guilty ; if lefs, innocent ; if exadly the fame, 
he muft be weighed a third time ; when, as it 
is written inxht Mit&cjherk^ there will certainly^ 
^ a di&rence in his weight. Should the ba- 
lance, though well fixed, break down, this 
Would be cohfidered as a proof of bis guilt. 

U. Fon 
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II. For the fire-ordtal an excavati6n^ nirid 
hands long, two fpans broad, and pile fpan 
deep, is made in the ground, and filled with a 
fite oipippal wood : into this the berfbn accufed 
lAuft walk bare-footed ; and, if nis foot be un-"^ 
hurt, they hold him felamclefs ; if burnecl^ 
guilty. 

t III. Water-ordeal is performed by tati- 
fing the perfon accufed to fbtnd in a fufflcieiit 
depth of water, either flowing or ftagnant, to 
tBach his navel ; but care (hould be taken that 
110 ravenous animal be in it, and that it be not' 
moved by much air : a Brdhmdn is then di- 
rented to go into the water, holding a ftaff in hi$ 
hand ; aind i foldier (hoots three arroTts on dry 
ground from a bow of cane : a mari is next 
difpatched to bring the arrow which has beert 
(hot fartheft : and after he has taken it up, an-^ 
other is ordered to run frona the idge of the 
water ; at which inftant the perfon accufed it 
t<rfd to grafp the foot or the ftaff of ttie Bt&h^ 
man, who ilands near him in th* waiter, and 
immedi^ely to dive into it. He muft re* 
main under water till the two men who went 
to fetch the arrows are returned ; for^ if he 
raife his head or body above tlie furfiice 'before 
the arrows are brought back, his guilt is confi- 
dered as fully proved. In the vilhges near Ba^ 
n&res^ \t is me praftice for the perfon ivho is 
to be tried b; tbis.kind of Ordeal to ftand in 
... watcf 
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water up to his navel, and then, holding the 
foot of a Brahman J to dive under it as long as 
a man can walk 6fty paces very gently : if, be- 
fore the man has walked thus far, the accufed 
rife above the water, he is condemned ; if not, 
acquitted. 

IV. There are two forts of trial hj poifon.. 
Firft, the Pandits having performed their homa^ 
and the perfon accufed his ablution, two rett?$ 
and a half, or feven barley-corns, oivijhanaga^ 
a poifonous root, or oifanc^hya^ that is, whittf 
arfenick, arc mixed in eight majhas^ or fixty- 
four rettPs^ of clariBed butter j which the ac- 
cufed muft eat from the hand of a Brahman : if 
the poifon produce no vifiblc efFeS, he is ab- 
folved ; otherwife, condemned. Secondly, the 
hooded (hake, called naga^ is thrown into a 
deep earthen pot, into which is dropped a ring, 
aieal, or a coin : this the perfon accufed h or- 
dered to take out with his hand ; and, if the 
ferpent bite him, he. is pronounced guilty ; if 
not, innocent. 

V. Trial by the C^^ is as follows: the 
accufed is made to drink three draughts of the 
water, . in which the images of the Sun^ of De- 
v\ and other deities, have been wafhed for that 
purpofe ; and if, within fourteen days, he has 
any fickhefs or indifpofition, his crime is con^ 
fidered as proved. 

VI. When 
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VI. When fcveral perfons are fufpedted dt 
thefts fome dry rice is wcigKed with the {^sl^ 
cred ftoue called falgram ; or certain Jlocds 
are read over it ; after which the fufpedted per* 
fons are feveraliy ordered to chew a quantity of* 
it : as fo©n as they have chewed it, they ard 
to throw it on fome leaves of pippdl^ or, if none 
be at hand, on (bme Vhiirja paira^ or baiik of i 
ttce /ir opi IJepal or Cajbmir. The man front 
whofe mouth the rice comes dry or {lained with 
blood, is holder! guilty ; the reft arc acquitted* 

VIL The ordeal by 'h$t ml is very fimple i 
when it is heated fufEciently, the aeCufed ihrufts 
his hand into it ; and if he be not burned, is 
held innocent. 

VII !• In the fame manner they make an /ro^ 
ballj or the head of a lanCt^ red-hot, and plac^ 
it irt the hands of the perfon accufed ; who, \i 
it burn him not, is judged guildefs. 

IX. To perform the ordeal by dharmarch^ 
which is the name of the^^ii appropriated ta 
this mode of trial, either ah image named 
Dharma^ or the Genius of Juftice, is made of' 
0ver, and another, called Adharfna^ of glay 
W iron, both of which ate thrown into a large 
^rthen jar, and the acCufed, having thruft his 
hand into it, is acquitted if he bring otat thd 
filver image, but condemned if he di^w forth 
dbe iron ; or, the figure of a deity is painted ott 

white 
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wliite c)okh, and another on blatfk \ the firft of 
^ich they name d&arma, loil the lecdnd^ ad^ 
i^mai thefe are ieverally roUtd up in cow- 
dung, and thrown into a large jar without hav*« 
ing ever been fhewn to the accufed i wfag 
muft put his hand into the jar, and is acquit- 
ted or convi£ted| as he draws out the figure ob 
vrhite, or on black, clothe 

It is written in the Comment on ^l)hefMa 
Sdjlra, that each of die four principal Ca(b 
has a (brt of ordeal ^Appropriated to it ) that a 
Brahman mu{l be tri<^ by the baiande^ a C/ba* 
trlya by yfrr, a Fdijya by water ^ and a S^a 
by pe^en ; but ibme have decided, that any 
otikaly except that by poifbn, may be per- 
fcMrmcd by a Brahman^ and that a man of any 
Caft may be tried by the baiancei it has been 
determined, that a woman may have any trii^tl 
except thofe by poifbn and by watcf . 

CERTAIN months and days alfo are limited 
in the Mithcjhtth for the different fpectes of or- 
'ical \ as Agtahan^ Paujh^ Mi^h^ P^hilgunf 
&r&a>an^ and B^hadr for that by fre j A^fwin^ 
C&ttic^ Jdi/bt^ and A!Jhhdb^ for that by wattr ; 
Pmfh^ MagK znd P'balgunj for that by 
poifon J and regularly there fhould be no water 
ardeai on the Ajfbtemi, or eighth, the Chetur^ 
iasit, ov fourteenth 6zy of the new or full moon, 
io the ihtercahry month, in the month of 
Vol. IL O B'h^dr, 
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B'hadr^ on Sanaifcher^ or Saturday^ and oil 

Mfngal^ or Tuefday : l?ut whenever the Ma- 
giftrate decides that there fhall be an Ordca/j 
the regular appointment of months and days 
needs not be regarded. 

The MitacJJ.era contains alfo the following 
diftinftions : in cafes of theft or fraud to the 
amount of a hundred gold mohrs, the trial by 

j>oifon is proper ; if eighty mohrs' be flolen, the 
fufpedled perfon may be tried hyjire ; if forty, 
by the balance ; if from thirty to ten, by th^ 

JmagC'Water ; if two only, by rice. 

. , ANinfpired Legiflator, namedCA^T ya'yan A, 

. was . o£ opinion, that though a theft or fraud 
could be proved by witncffes, the party accufed 

, might be tried by Ordeal: he fays too, that, 
where a thouland pands are ftolen, or fraudu- 
lently withheld, the proper trial is by potfon ; 
where feven hundred and fifty, hyjire ; where 

• fix hundred and fixty-fix, and a fradlion, by 

* water ; where five hundred, by the balance^ 
where four hundred, hyhotoil\ where three 
hundred, by rice ; where an hundred and fifty, 
by the Cojha ; and where one hundred, by the 

. dharmdrch^ or images of filver and^iron. 

The mode of conducting the Ordeal by red- 
hot balls ^ ov heads of /pears J is thus particularly 
defcribed in the Commentary on Ya^'gya- 

WELCYA. ♦ 

At 
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At day-break the place where the ceremony 
is to be performed, is cleared and waihed in the 
cuftomary form ; and at fun-rife, the Pandits, 
liaving paid their adoration to Ganesa, the 
God of Wifdom, draw nine circles on the 
ground with cow-dung, at intervals of fixteen 
fingers ; each circle containing fixteen fingers 
of earth, but the ninth either fmallcr or larger 
than the reft t then they worihip the Deities in 
the mode prefcribed by the Sqfira^ prefent ob- 
lations to the jfr^, and having a fecond time 
worfliipped the Gods, read the appointe4 Afe^- 
/r^'x. The perfon to be tried then performs an 
ablution, puts on moift clothes, and, turiiiag 
his face to the Eaft, ftands in the firft ring, 
with both his hands fixed in his girdle : after 
this the prefiding Magiftrate and PatuHts order 
him to rub fome rice in the hulk between his 
hands, which they carefully infpe£l^ and if 
the fear of a former wound, a mole, or other 
mark appear on either of them, they ftain it 
with a dye, that, after th^ trial, it may be dif- 
tinguiihed from any new mark. They next 
order him to hold both his hands open and clofe 
together; and, having put into them feveo 
leaves of xht trembling tree^ ox pippal^ feven of 
the faml or jend^ feven blades of darbha grafs, 
a little barley moiftened with curds, and a few 
flowers, they faften the leaves on his hand with 
G 2 feverx 
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feven threads of raw cotton. The Pandits 
then read thecal which are appcnnted for the 
occaiion ; and, having written a ftatc of the? 
cafe and the point in iffuc on a Palmyra-let^ 
together with the Mentra prefcribed in thcr 
FeJa^ they tie the leaf on the head of the ac- 
cufed. All being prepared, they heat an irou**- 
ball, or the head of a lance, weighing two Jer 
and a half, or five pounds, and throw it into 
water ; they heat it again, and again cod it itt 
the fame manner : the third time they keep ic 
in the fire till it is red-hot ; then they make 
the peri<m accufed (bmd in the firft circle; 
and, having taken the ircui from the lire and 
read the nfual incantation over it, the Pandits 
place it with tongs in his hands. He mufl: ftep 
gradually from circle to circle, his feet being 
conftantly within one of them, and, when he 
has reached the eighth, he muft throw the iron 
into the ninth, io as to bum fbme grafs, which 
muft be left in it for that purpofe. This being 
performed, the Magiftratc ztaA ParnSts again 
command hini to rub fbme rice in the huik be« 
twecn both his hands, which they afterwards 
examine ; and^ if any mark of burning appear 
on either of them, he is conviftcd; if nof, 
his imiocence is confidercd as proved. If his 
hand ihake through ibar, and by his tretnbfiag 
any other part of his body is burned, his vera*- 

city 
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ctQr remains unimpeached ; but if he let the 
iron drop before he reach the eighth circle, and 
doubt ariie in thenoinds of the fpedators, whe« 
dier it had burned hinit be muft repeat the 
whole ceremony from the beginning* 

In the year of the Messiah 1783^ a man 
was tried by the hot ball at Ben&res in the pre** 
femre of me Ali Ibea^him KhaV, on the fol* 
lowing occaiion: A man had appealed one 
Sakcae of larceny, who pleaded that he was 
not guilty; and as the theft could not be 
proved by kgal eridefice, the trial by Fire^ 
ordiol was tendered to the appellee, and accept- 
ed by him« This well-wiflier to mankind adr 
vi^ the learned Magiftrates and Poiuiits to 
prevent the dedfion of the que0ion by a mode 
nota>nformaUe to the practice of the Company^s 
Government, and recommended an oath by the 
water of the Ganges and the leaves of tulafi in 
a little veflel of brafs, or by the book HerU 
van/a, or the ftone SMgrdm^ or by the hal- 
lowed ponds or bafons ; all which oaths are ufed 
^Benares. When the parties obftinately re-, 
fufed to try the iffue by anyone of the mode< 
recommended, and infifted on a trial by the Ifof 
hall^ the Magiftrates and Pandits of the Court 
were ordered to gratify their wiftics, and, fet- 
tingafide thofe forms of trial in which there 
could be only a diftsuit fear of death, or lofs of 
property, as the juft puniibment pf perjury by 
Gj thf 
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the fure yet flow judgment of Heaven^ to 
perform the ceremony of Ordeal agreeably to 
the Dherma Sajira i but it was not till after 
mature deliberation for four months, that a re- 
gular mandate iffued for a trial bythe red-hot 
ball\ and this was at length granted for' four 
reafbns: firft, becaufe there was no other way 
of condemning or ablblving^ the pcrfon ac* 
eufed : fecondly, becaufe both parties, were 
Hindus^ and this mode of trial was fpccially ap-^ 
pointed in the Dherma Sajira by the ancient 
hw-giveh: thirdly, becaufe this Ordeal is 
pr^aifed in c the dominions of the Hindu 
Ra^ja's : and fourthly, becaufe it might be 
ufeful to enquire how it was poffible for the 
heat of iire to be refifted, and for the hand 
that held it to avoid being 'burned. An order 
was accordingly fent to the Pandits of the Court 
and of Benares tothlscfFe<ft : • ^* Since the partks 
•* accufing and accufed arc both Hindus^ and 
f* will notcoiifent to any trial but that by the 
** hot hall, let the Or^^fa/ defired be duly per^ 
" formed in the manner prefcribed by the Mi^ 
*' tacfjera^ or Commentary on Tdgyawalcya*^ 
WnkN preparations were made for the trial, 
this well-wifher to mankind,- attended by all 
the learned Profeflbrs, by the Officers of the 
Coyrt, the Sipabis of Captain Hogan*s bat« 
tajion, and man^ inhabitants of Benares^ went 

to 
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to the place prepared, and endeavoured to dif- 
fuade the appellor from requiring the accufe<i 
to be tried by fire, adding, ^ if his hand be 
*' not burned, you Ihall certainly be impri- 
•* fbned/* The accufer, not deterred by this 
menace, pcrfifted in demanding the trial : the 
ceremony, therefore, was thus condu<3:ed in 
the prefcnce of me Ali Ibr ahi'm KtaA'N. 

The Pandits of the Court and the City 

having worfhipped the God of Knowledge, 

and prefented their oblation of clarified butter 

to the fire, formed nine circles of cow-dung 

on the ground ; and, having bathed the appellee 

in the Ganges^ brought him with his clothes 

wet; when, to remove all fufpicion of deceit, 

they Wafhedhis hands with pure water; then, 

having written a ftate of the cafe and the words 

of the Mentra on a Palmyra-leaf^ they tied it 

on his head ^ and put into his hands,- which 

they opened and joined together, leven leaves 

oipippal, feven dijend, feven blades of darbha 

grafs,a few flowers, and fome barley moiftened 

with curds, which they fattened with feven 

threads of raw white cotton. After this they 

niade the iron-ball r?d-hot, and taking it up 

with tongs, placed it in his hands : he walked 

with itftep by ftep, the fpace of three gaz and 

3 Jialf, through each of the feven intermediatd 

™§s, and threw the ball into the ninth, where 

C4 « 
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it burnt tl^ grafs that had heen Wt ia it. fJ^ 
next, to prove his veracity, rubbed ibme rico 
ki the hufl( betw^n hit hands i which wcr^ 
afterwards exai^ined, and were ib far from 
being burned, that not even a hlifter was raifed 
on either of theaiv Sinco it is tb^ nature c^ 
fire to bum, the Officers of the Court, and 
people of Binares^ near five hundred of whom 
attended tb6-oeremony, were aftonifhed at the 
f vent J and this well-wilher to mankind wai 
perfedly Amazed. It occurred to his weak ap« 
pr^cnfion, that probably the frcih leaves and 
Other things whi^h, as it has been mentioned^ 
were placed on the hands c^ the accufed^ had 
prevented their being burned ; befides thati the 
time was but ihort between his taking the bal) 
and thrQwing it down : yet it is pofitively de- 
clared in the Dberma $ajlra^ and in the writteiv 
Opinions of the mpft r^fpeftabl^ P^itSf that 
the hand of a man who fpcaks truth cannot be 
burned ; and Ali Ibra^him Kha^n certainly 
faw with his own eyes, ^s many others alia 
iaw with theirs, that the hands of the appellee 
in this caqfe were unhurt by the fire ; he wa? 
confequently difcharged j but, that men might 
in future be deterred from demanding the triaj 
by Orde^t^ the appellor was committed for ^ 
week. After all, if fuch a trial could be feen 
once or ^wice by f^veral intelligent men, act 

^uain^c^ 
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i|uaiQCed with natural phflofophyt tbejr might 
lie able to affign the true reafoa why a mta^a 
hand may be bunted ia ibme ca&$ and not ia 
others. 

Ordsal by the vettd d[ Imt oilf accorduig 
to the Comment on the Dbfrma Sifira^ kthut 
performed ; The ground appointed for the trial 
k cleared and rubbed with cow-dung, and the 
next day, at fuo-rife, the FanJ&t wor&ipi 
GANE^fA^ prefoitshis oUatiooa, and pays ado* 
ration to other Dodea, conformaUy to the 
<S^tf : then, having read the incantaticHi pre« 
fcribed, he places a found pan of gddt filvert 
copper, iron, or clay, with a diameter of lix« 
teen fingers, and four fingers deep ; and throws 
into it oncy2r, or ei^ty Jicca weight, of cla- 
rified butter or oil oi fejamum. After this, a 
ring of gold, or fdver, or iron, is cleaned and 
waihed with water, and eaft into the oil ; which 
tbey proceed to heat, and when it is very hot 
put into it a frefli leaf of pippala^ or of bikoa ; 
when the leaf is burned, the oil is known to 
befufiiciently hot* Then, having pronounced 
a nuntra over the oil, they order tl^ party ac- 
cufed to take the ring out of the pan ; and, if 
he take it out without being burned, or with- 
out a Uifter .on his hand, his innocence is con- 
^4«r9d as proved; if not, his guilt. 

A Brdh^ 
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- ' A Braifhan mmed RishiWara Bhatta 
accufed one Ra'mdaya'l', a ^inen-pamter, af 
having ftolen his goods : Ra'mdav^'l jileaded 
not guilty ; and, after much altercation-, con- 
ientcd to be tried, as it had been propofed, "by 
the vefelofoi/. This welMvilher to mankind 
advifed the P^»^/V^ of -the Court to prevent, if 
poffitle, that mode of. trial; but, fince the 
parties ihfifted on it, an Ordeal by ^/ oil^ ac- 
cording to the Si/lra^ was awarded for the 
lame reafons ^yhich prevailed in regard to the 
trial by the ball. ' The Pandits who affifted ^t 
the ceremony were, Bhish'ma Bhattaj 
Na'na'pa^t*mac, Manira'ma'', Pathaca^ 
MenikX'ma Bhatta, Siva, Ananta- 

RA'iVl/l BHATTA, CrIpVrA^MA, VlSHNUHBRI, 

Chrishkachandra, Ra^me^ndra, GoVin- 
DARA'MA, "HERICRrSHNA Bhatta, Ca^li- 
da'sa:' the t^rec laft were Pandits of the 
Court. When Gane'sa had been worfhipped^ 
and the Uma prefented, according to the Sajfraj 
they 'ftnt For this' well-^yifher to mankind ; 
who, attended by the two Dalrogbas of the 
Dtvani and Faujdarl Courts, the Cotwal of the 
town, the other Officers of the Court, and moft 
of the inhabitants of Benares, went to the place 
of trial; where he laboured to difluade Ra'm* 
daya''i> and his father frdm fubmitting to the 
Ordeal; and apprized them, that if the hand 

of 
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of the accuied fliould be burned, he would bo 
compelled to pay the value of the goods ftolcn, 
and his charafter would be difgraced in every 
company. Ra'mdayal would not defift : he 
thruft his hand into the veflel, and wis burned. 
The opinion of the Pandits was then taken ; 
and they were unanimous, that, by the burn- 
ing of his hand, his guilt was eftablifhed, and 
he bound to pay Rishi'swara Bhatta the 
price of what he had ftolen ; but if the fum 
exceeded five hundred afbrajVs^ his hand muft 
be cut off, by an exprcfs law in the Safira ; abd 
a mul£): alfo mufl be impofed on him according 
to his circumftances. 

The chief Magiftrate therefore caufed Ra'm- 
daya'l to pay Rishi'swara feven hundred 
rupees in return for the goods which had been 
ftolen ;- but as amercements in fuch cafes are 
not ufual in the Courts of Judicature at 
Eenaresy the muld was remitted and the pri«» 
foiier difcharged. 

, The record of this convidion was tranfmit- 
ted to Calcutta in the year of the Messiah 
1783; and in the month oi April 1784, the 
Governor General Ima'du'ddax/lah Jela'- 
DET Jang BteHA'^DER, having fcen the pre- 
ceding account of trials by Ordeal^ put many 
queftions concerning the meaning oi Sanfcrit 
WQrds^ and the cafes here reported ; to which 

ho 
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he received tcfpcd£\xl anfwers. He iirft defired. 
to know the precife meaning of bomaj and i;%"a3 
informed, that it meant the oUations made to 
plcafe the Deities, and compriftd a variety of 
things : thus in the agni bimaj they throiv 
kilo the fire fcveral (brts of wood and grafs, as 
falas wcod^ c^badira wocd^ raSla chandan^ or 
red i^dal, plppal-^wood fami^ and cujha grafs^^ 
itibha^ together with forae forts of grain^ 
fruit, and other ipgredients, as black fefamum^ 
Iterlcy, rice, fugar-cane, clarified butter, al- 
tnonda, dates, and gugal or bddilium. 

To his next quefticm, ** how niany fpccies of 
** boma there were,'* it was anfwered, that dtf» 
ierent fpecies were adapted to different occafions ; 
bat that, in ti^tOr^ah by hot iron, and hat 
c»l, the iame f(vt of oblation was ufed* When 
he dcfired to ki>ow tlie meaning of the word 
mentra^ he was refpeftfully told, that in the 
language of the Pan£ts^ there were three fuch 
words, mentra^ yantrOj and tantra : that the 
firft meant a paflage from one of the FiidaSf 
in which the names of certain Deities occur* 
red ; the fccond, a fcheme of figures, which 
they write with a belief that their wifhes will 
be accompliflied by it ; and the third, a mcdi-_ 
<ral preparation, by the ufe of which all injuries 
may be avoided ; for they are laid to rub it on 
their hands, and afterwards to touch red-hot 

iron 
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iroQ whiiout bong bumed« H« Aca alked, 
how mxich huky moiftened widi curds was 
put into the hands of the accufed perloQ ; and 
the anfwer was^ nine grains. 

His other qu^ons were thus anfwered: 

** that the leaves ci ptppala were fpread ^dxHiC 

*^ in the hands of the accufed, not heaped one 

^^ above anodier : that the man who performed 

•^ the Flre-orikal vn^ not much agitated, but 

^^ feemed in full poflefHon of his faculties : that 

^^ the perfon tried by hot oil was at firft afraid^ 

but perfifted, after he was burned, in denying 

^* the theft ; neverthelefs, as he previouHy had 

^' entered into a written agreement, that if his 

^ hand fhould be hurt, he would pay the value of 

^ the goods, the Magiilrate for that reaibn 

** thought himfelf juftified in compelling pay- 

** ment : diat when the before-mentioned ingre^ 

** dients of the Boma were thrown into the fire, 

" the Ptf»^/j fitting round the hearth fung the 

•* JlScas prefcribed in the Safira : that the form 

'' of the hearth is eftablifhed in the Feda and in 

*' the Dherma Sdfira\ and diis fire-place is alio 

" czWtA Fidi: that for the fmaller oblations 

•• they raife a little ground for the hearth, and 

•' kindle fire on it ; for the higher oblations, they 

" fink the ground to receive the fire, where they 

** perform Hkkchoma ; and this fiicred hearth they 

*♦ call cundoT. The Governor then aflccd, why 

the 
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the trials by fire, by the hot ball, anJ the veflel 
of oil, if there be no eflentiat difference between 
ihem, are not all called Fire-ordeals ; and it 
was humbly anfwered, that, according to Ibrxie 
Pandits J they were all three different ; whilft 
others infifted, that the trial by fire was diftin6t 
from that by the veffel, though the trial by the 
hot ball and the head of a lance were the fame j 
but that, .in the apprehenfion of his refpeftfuJ 
fervant, they were all ordeals by fire. 



ne INDIAN LAW g/^ ORDEAU 

verbally tranjlated from Ya'gyAwalcya* 

I w TH£ balance, fire, water, poifon^ the idol-— 
thefe are the ordeals ufed here below for the 
proof of innocence, when the aecufations arc 
heavy, and when the accufcr offers to hazard a 
mul^: (ifhefliouldfail): 

2. Or one party may be tried, if he pleafe, 
by ordeal, and the other muft then rifque an 
amercement ; but the trial may take place even 
without any wager, if the crime committed be 
injurious to the prince* 

3, The fovereign, having fummoned the 
accufed, while his clothes arc yet moift from 

bathing. 
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"Wthiug, at funiiic,. before he ha$ broken. his 
aft, ihall cau£^ all trialB by ordeal to be coti<- 
4lu<3:ed in the prefence ci Brahnums. 

4. Tub balance is for women, children, old 
men, the blind, the lame, BrabmanSj and the 
lick ; for the Sudra^ fire or water^ or . fcven 
Ittrley-coms of poifon. 

5* Unless the Idfs oFthe accufcr amount to 
a thoufand pieces of filvcr, the accufcd muft not 
ht tried by the red*hot ball, nor by poifon, nor 
fey the fcalcs ; but if the offence be againit the 
king, or if. the crime be heinous, he muft ac- 
quit himfclf by one of thofe triaj^ in all cafes. 

6. He who has recourfe to the balance, muft 
ht attended by perfons experienced in weighing, 
and go down into one fcale, with an equal 
weight placed in the other, and a groove (with 
Water in it) itiarked on the beam. 

7* ** Thou, O balance, art the manfion of 
•* truth ; thou waft anciently contrived by 
•* Deities : declare the truth, therefore, O giver 
** of fuccefs, and clear me from all fufpicioii. 

8. *Mf 1 am guilty, O venerable as my own 
** mother, then fink me down ; but if iuno- 
*• cent, raife me aloft.'* Thus fhall he addrefe 
the bilance« 

9. If he fink, he is convided, or if the fcgles 
be broken ; but if the ftring be not broken, 
and he rife aloft, he muft be acquitted. 

10. Ok 
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10. On the tritl by fife, kt hoth hmdi of 
theacou&d bt ntibcd wkh rice in the buflc, 
aikd well examined : then Idt ttv4n leaves of the 
jifwM^Aa (the religious fig-tree) he (ilaced (xi 
them, and faonnd with &ven threads^ 

1 1. " TaxM, O fire, pervadcft all beings ! 
•• O caufe of purity, who giteft eirideinpe of* 
^* virtue and of fin, declare the truth In this 
•* my hand/* 

I a. Whek he has pronounced thk, the 
prieft (hall place in both his hands an iron^'baUf 
red-hot, atid weiring ftfty ^ fa/aU. 

13. HAvti^ taken it, he diall ^p gra^ 
dually into fcven circles, each with a diametef 
of fixteen fingei^, and feparated ffom the ncKC 
by the fame fpace. 

14. If, having caft away the hot bill, h# 
fliall again have his hands rubbed with rice ill 
the hulk, and fliall (how them Uiiburned, he 
will ptove his innocence* Should the iron ^1 
during the trial, or fliould a doubt arife (on die 
regularity of the proceedings), he muft be tried 
again. 

15. '* pRStERvfime^ OVAri/Ka* by dc^ 
** claring the truth/* Thus havihg invoked 
the God of waters, the accUfed ihall plunge 

er feeds of the Gintga creeper^ eaeh weighsisg ^bove a grain 
and a quarter, or, corseAly, iiV gr. 

his 
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liiS head into the rivet or pool, and hold both 
thighs of a man^ who fliaU ftand in it up to 
his '^navel * 

16. A fwift runner fhall then haften to fetch 
an arrow ihot at the moment of his plunging ; 
and if, while the runner is gone, the prieft 
(hall fee the head of the accufed under water, 
he muft be difcharged as innocent. 

17. ** THotr, O poifon, art the child of 
** JBiiAHMa', ftedfaft in juftice and in truth : 
** dear me then from this heavy charge, and, 
** if I have fpoken truly, become ne<9:ar to 



" me.'' 



1 8* Saying this, he fliall fwallow the 
poifon SdrrngUy from the tree which grows 
on the mountain timhla^a ; and, if he digeft it 
Without any inflammation, the prince (hall 
pi^onounce him guihlefs* 

19. Or the prie(t fl^U pctfontr rites to the 
iftiage of (bme tremendous deity, and, having 
batl^d the idol, (hall make the accufed to drink 
tbwe haiidfuls of the water that has dropped 
fmmitt 

io* \t^ in fourteen days after, he fuffer 
»>* dreadful adanftity from the a(£t of the 
dci»^a*'of thekioj, h^ muft indubitably bo 
^acquitted. 
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ON tnM 

LITERATURE 

or TH« 

HI N D U S, 

FROM THE SANSCRIT, , 

eOMMWHICATED BTGOVERDHAM CAULS 
WITH A SHORT COMMENTARY, 



THE TEXT, 



THERE arc eighteen Fidyd'Sf or part* of 
true Kxawle^ey and fbme branches of 
Knowledge y«^^ fo called % of hoth which a 
fluMTt account fliall here be exhibited. 

Thb firft four are the immortal yiidm*s evi^ 
dently revealed by Ood ; which are entitled* 
in, one compound word, lRj^ajuhfamat*harw* 
or, in leparate words, Ricby Tajujb, Siaiun% 
and Afbarvan: the Rjgnjida confifts qI ffOi 
fedions; the Tajurvida, of eighty 'jix\ dw 
Shmeeoiiay oSziboufandi and the AfbarW" 
vida, of nine ; with eleven hundred Ja^bdi, 
or branches, in various divifions and fubdi' 
viflons. The Vidtis in truth are infinite ; but 

wot» 
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>?^crc reduced by Vya'sa to this number and 
order : the principal part of them is that which 
explains the Duties of Man in a methodical ar* 
ipangement t and in the feurtb is a fyftem of 
divine ordinances. 

Fkom thefe iure deduced the four Vpceoidas^ 
namely, -^y^/b^ Gandharva^ Dbanu/b^ and 
St^bafatya ; the firft of which^ or J^uroida^ 
Was delivered to mankind by Brahma^ 
Ikdra^ DhanwaKtarI) and froe other De- 
ities; and comprizes the theory of Difordcrs 
and Medicines^ v^th the practical methods of 
curing Difeafes. The fecond, or Mufick^ was 
kivented and explained by Bharata : it is 
chiefly ufeftil in raifing th« mind by devotion 
to the felicity of the Divine nature. The third 
Vpmiida was compofed by Viswamitra on 
die fabrication and ufe di arms and implem^its 
handled in war by the tribe of CJbatriya^s. 
V18WACARMAN revealed the ffmrlb in various 
treatilcs onJiMty^four Mechanical Arts, fw the 
QDpmvementof fuch as exercife tfaecn* 

Six Angel Sj or BoJ^es of Learning, are alfb 
derived from the fame foutce : their names are^ 
Sfc/fei, Cdpa, Fyaeanma^ Cb'handas, Jyitijby 
and NiruBu The Jirfi wis written by Pa'nini, 
an infpired Saint, on the pronunciation of vocal 
founds } the y^c^if^ contains a detail of religious 
alb and ceremonies from the firnrco the laft ; 

H' 2 and 
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and from the branches of theief work* 
a variety of rules have been framed by 
A^swala'yana, and others: the thirty or the 
Grammar, entitled Pdniniyay confiftirig <£ eight 
leftures or chapters (Vriddhiradaij^ and l<y 
forth), was the produdion of three RJ/hi^s, or 
holy men, an4 teaches the proper difcrimina- 
tions of words ill c6nftru£tion ; but other lefs 
abftrufe Grammars, compiled merely for po-^ 
pular life, are not confidered as Angus : the 
fourth^ or Profody^ was taught by a Muni, 
named Pingala, and treats of charms and 
incantations in verfes aptly framed and varioufly 
rrieafured, fuch as the Gdyatri^ and a thoufand 
others, jijlronomy is xhtjifth of the Viddng(ti^ 
as it was delivered by Su'rya, and other di- 
vine pcrfons : it is neceflary in calculations of 
time. T^htjixth^ or NiruSlij was cdmpoied 
by Ya'sca (To is the manufcript; but, per- 
haps, it fliould be Vya'sa) on the fignificatioa 
of difficult words andphrafes in the Videos. 

Lastly, there are four Updnga^s^ called 
Purdnay Nyaya^ Miman/dy znA Dherma Sdftra. 
Eighteen P«rii/f^* J, that of Brahma, aEnd the 
reft, were compofed by Vya'^sa for the in- 
ftruftion and entertainment of mankind in fre- 
neraL Nyayais derived from the root ni^ ta 
acquire or apprehend y 2^^^ in this fenfe, the 
books on apprehenjion, reafoning^ ^ivAjudge^ 

menty 
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mtnt^ are called Nyaya : the principal of thefe 
are the work of Gautama in ^ve chapters, 
and that of Cana'da in ten ; both teaching 
the meaning of iacred texts, the diiferencc 
between juft and unjuft, right and wrong, and 
the principles of knowledge, all arranged under 
twenty 'three heads. Mtmanja is alfo tijuo-foldi 
both (bowing what ads are pure or impure, 
what objects are to be defired or avoided, and 
by what means the foul may afcend to the 
Firft Principle : the former^ or Carma Mi^ 
^minjuy comprized in twelve chapters, was writ- 
ten by Jaimini, and difcufles queftions of Moral 
Duties and Law ; next follows the Upafanh 
Cdnda in fou^ leftures (Sancarjhana and the 
reft), containing a furvey of Religious Duties; 
to which part belong the rules of S a'ndilya, 
and others, on devotion and duty to God# 
Such are the conteots of the Purva^ ot former 
Mtmanfi, The Uttara^ ox latter^ abounding in 
queftions on the Divine Nature arid other fuh-» 
lime fpeculations, was compofed by Vya'sa, 
ysxfom chapters ^dijixteen feftions ; it may be 
confidered as the brain and fpring of all the 
Angdsx it cxppfcs the heretical opinions of 
Ra'ma'nuja, Ma'dhwa, Vax-labha, and 
other Sophirts ; and, in a manner fuited to the 
comprehenfion of adepts, it treats on the true 
nature of Gane'sa, Bha'scara, or the Sun, 
H 3 Ni'la* 
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Ni'lacanta, Lacshmi', and other forms €)€ 
One Divine Being. A fimilar work was writ- 
ten by Sri' Sancara, demoi>ftrating the 
Supreme Ppwer, Goodnefs, and Eternity of 
God. 

The Body of Law, called Smrtti^ confifts of 
eighteen books, each divided under three gene- 
ral heads, the duties of religion^ the admini-r 
ftration of jufiice^ and the punifliment or ex-^ 
fiation of crimes : they were delivered, for the 
inftrudion of the human i|)tcies, b^ Mej^u, 
and other lacred perfonagea, 

As to Ethicksi the F^da's contain all that x^ 
lates to the duties pf Kings j the Puranas^ 
what belongs to the relation of hufband and 
wife ; and the duties pf friendfliip and fociety 
(which complete the triple divifion) are taught 
jfuccinaiy in both : thi?i double divifion pf 
Angcts and Upanga^s may be ponfidered as de^ 
noting the double benefit ajrlfing frqin them in 
theory and practice. 

The BMrata and Ramay^na^ which are both 
EpicA Fqemsj comprize the mqft valuable part 
of ancient Hiftory, 

For the information of the lower claffes in 
religious Knowledge, the Pafupata^ the P^n^ 
eharatra^ and other works, fit for nightly me- 
ditation, w?re compofed by Siva, and others 

4» 
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m an hundred and wncty^two parts on different 
futgcfts* \ 

What' follow arc not rcallj divine^ but 

contsdn infinite contradictions. Sinc^b^a is 

two-fold^ that with Is'wAR A and that without 

Ii'wAR A : the farmer is entitled Phtanjala in 

one chapter of four feCHons^ •and is ufeful in 

removing doubts by pious contemplation ; the 

^tcmi^ or Capita^ is in fix chapters on the pro- 

dudion of all things bj the union of Pr acriti, 

or Nature^ and Purusha, or the Firji Male : 

it comprizes alio, in eight parts, rules for de* 

votion, thoughts on the invifible power, and 

other topicks« Both thefe works contain a 

ftudied and accurate Mi^i»^rii//0/f of natural bodies 

wd their principles ; whence this philofophj 

is named Sim^hya. Others hdd, that it was 

ib called from its reckoning three firts of pom. 

The Mmanfi^ therefore, is in two parts ; 
&e Nyiya^ in two ; and the Sdnc^hya^ in two ; 
and thefe fix Schools comprdiend all the doc- 
trine of the Theifts. 

Last of all appears a work written by 
BvDDHA ; and there are alio fix Atheiftical 
fyftems of Philofbphy, entitled T^khdra^ Saud* 
hkntajVaibbh/bica^ MddbyamicajDigamBara^znd 
Cbarvdc ; all full of indeterminate phrafes, errors 
infenfe, confufion between diftind qualities, 
incomprehenfible notions, opinions not duly 
H 4 weighed. 
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weighed, tenets deftrudivc of natural equality^p 
containing a jumble of Atheifm and Ethicks 5 
diftributed, like pur Orthodox books, into a 
number of feftions, which omit what ought to 
be expreflcd, and exprefs what ought to be 
omitted ; abounding in falfe propofitions, idle 
propofitions, impertinent propofitions : fome 
jaffert, that the heterodox Schods have no 
Updnga's ; others, that they have fix Angas^ 
and as many Sanga^s, or Bodies^ and other 

Appendices. 

Such is the analyfis of univcrfal knowledge^ 
PraSifcal ^nd Speculative. 

THE COMMENTJRr. 

This firft Chapter of a rare Sanfcrit Book^ 
entitled Vidydderfa^ or a View of Leamingj is 
written in lb clofe and concife a ftyle, that 
fome parts of it are very obfcure, aqd the 
whole requires an explanation. From the be- 
ginning of it we learn, that the Veda^s are con-? 
iidered by the Hindus as the fountain of all 
knowledge human and divine ; whence the 
yerfes of them are faid in the Gifa to be the 
kaves oixhzt holy tree^ tQ which the Almighty 
Jlimfelf is compared : 

urdhwa miilam adhah Jhc^bdm aswatfham pr^huravyayam 
cb^handinfi yafya pern^ni yaflam vfda/a vidavit, 

« The 
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«* The wife have called the Incorruptible One 
" an jifwatfha with its roots above and 
*^ its branches below ; the leaves of which 
^' are the facred meafures ; he who knows this 
** tree, knows the Vidc^s.^^ 

All the Pandits infift, that Afnvati'ha 
meaps the Pippala or Religious Fig-tree with 
hcart-ftiaped pointed and tremulous leaves ; 
but the comparifon of heavenly knowledge, 
defccnding and taking root on earth, to the 
Fat'a^ or great Indian Fig-tree, which has moft 
confpicuoufly its roots on high, jot at leaft hat 
radicating branches, would have been far more 
exaft and ftriking. 

The Veda's confift of three Cdn'da^s or Ge^ 
nerd Heads ; namely. Carman Jnydna^ Upifand, 
or Works^ Faith^ and Worpip ; to the firft of 
which the Author of the Vtdyaderfa wifely 
gives the preference, as Menu himfelf prefers 
univerfal benevolence to the (ceremonies of reli* 
gion$ 

Japyinatva tu fanfiddhyidhrahmani nitra fanfajah > 
Curyi^danyatravft, curyanmaitro brahmana uchyatc : 

that is : *^ By iilent adoration undoubtedly a 
*^ Brdhman attains holinefs ; but every bene^ 
^^ volent man, whether he perform or omit that 
'* ceremony, is juftly ftyled a Brahman'^ This 
triple divifion of the Feda^s may feem at firft to 
throw light on a very obfcure line in the GitL 
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Tratgunyavijbayah vida nijlraigunya bbavarjuna : 

-or, " The Veda^s are attended with three qua-^ 
** lities : be not thou a man of three qualities^ 
" O Arjuna/' 

But feveral Pandits are of opinion, that the 
phrafe muft relate to the three guna^s^ or qua-- 
lities of the mind, that of excellence^ that of 
fqffiony and that of darknefs ; from the laft oF 
which a Hero (hould be wholly exempt, though 
examples of it occur in the Vedas^ where ani- 
Uials are ordered to be facrificed^ and where 
horrid incantations are inferted for the defiruc-^ 
tion of enemies. 

It is extremely (ingular, as Mn Wilkins 
has already obferved, that, notwithftanding the 
fable of Br AHMA'^Sj^r mouths, each of which 
uttered a Veda^ yet naoft ancient writers {nen-» 
tion only three Vedds^ in order as they occur ia 
. the conipound word Rigyajuhfama ; whence it 
is inferred, that the At'^harvan was written or 
coUefted after tbe three firft ; and the two foU 
lowing arguments, which are entirely new, 
will ftrongly confirm this inference. In the 
eleventh book of Menu, a work afcribed to the 
frji age of mankind, and certainly of high anti- 
quity, the Afharvan is mentioned by name, 
and ftyled the Veda of Vedds ; a phrafe which 
countenances the notion of Da'ra' Shecv'h, 
who aflerts in the preface to his Upanijhatj that; 
♦* the three firfl Vedas arc named feparately, 

** becaufo 
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^* bccaufc the ACharvan is a corollary from 
^^ them all, and contains the quinteflence of 
** them.** But this verfe of Menu, which 
occurs in a modem copy of the work brought 
from BdndraSf and which would fupport the 
antiquity and excellence of the fourth Viia^ is 
entirely omitted in the beft copies, and partial* 
larly ia a very fine one written at Gayi^ where 
it was accurately collated by a learned Brah^ 
man ; fo that, as Menu himlelf in other places 
names only three Vid^s^ we muft believe this 
line to be an interpolation by fome admirer o£ 
the jit^harvoH ; and fuch an artifice over- 
throws the very define which it was in- 
tended to fuftain. 

Thb next argument is yet ftronger, fince it 
arifes from interna/ evidence ; and of this we 
are now enabled to judge by the noble zeal of 
Colonel PoLiEE iiicolleding IncSan curiofities; 
which has been {o judiciovfly applied and {o 
happily exerted^ that he now poflcflcs a com- 
plete copy of the /$ur Vedds in eleven large 
volumes. 

On a curfory infpedion of thofe books it 
appears, that even a learner of Sanfcrit may 
read a cpnfiderable part of ihc Afbarvavida 
withoiit a (Ji^ionary ; but that the ftyle of the 
Pther three is fo obfolete, as to feem almoft a 
diifcrent dialed ; when we are informed, there-^ 

forcp 
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fore, that few Brdbmfns zt Bandrat can xxn^ 
deriland any part of the Vedcts^ w^ miift pre^ 
fumc^ that none are meant, but the Kicb^ 
Tajujhj and Samnn^ with ^n exception of the 
Afharvan^ the language of which is coinpa-> 
ratively modern ; as the learned will perceive 
from the following fpepiipen : 

Yatra irahmavido ydnti dcjf^aya tapaja faha ag^ 
nirr^antatra nc^atwagnirmedban dedhatumi, ag-^ 
naye fwaha^ vdyurmap tatra nayatu Vayuh 
frdndn dedhdtu m\ vdyuwe JwdM. Juryo man 
tatra nayatu chacjbub furyo dedhdtu m^, Jurydy.a 
Jwdhd ; chandro m&n tatra nayatu mmafchandro 
dedhdtu me^ chandrdya fwdhL Jim tndn tatroi 
nayatu pay ah Jom dedhdtu miy fomdya fwdhd^ 
Indro mdn tatra nayatu balamlndrh dedhdtu me, 
indrdya fwdhd. dpb man tatra nayatwdmritam^ 
fttopatiJhtqtVy adbhyahfwdhd. yatra brahmavUc^ 
^nfi dicjbayd^ tapafa fahar brahmcL mdn tatra 
nayatu brabm^ brakm^ d^dbdtH vd^ k^(Aman^ 
fwdhd : / - , ' 

that is, ^^ Where they, who know the Great 
** One, go, through hol;^ rites and through 
^^ piety, thither may ^r^Yaife me I May firo 
*^ receive my facrifices I Myfterious praif<? .ta 
** fire ! May air waft me thither t May air 
** incrcafe my fpirits ! Myfterious praife to 
•* air i^ May the Sun draw mt^ thither ! May 
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•^ the full enlighten my eye \ Myfterious 
•* praife to the fun ! May the Moon beaf me 
^ thither ! May the mooik receive my mind! 
*« Myfterious praife to th^ Ynoon i * May the 
*• plant Sonta lead me thither ! May Sifha^ be- 
•* flow on me its hallowed milk ! Myfterious 
** praife to Soma ! May Indra, ot thcjrma^ 
" mja^ cztry me thither ! May Inbr a give 
*• me ftrcngth ! Myfterious praife to Indra ! 
** May watfr bear nie thither ! May water 
** bring me the ftream of immortality ! Myf- 
** tcrious praife to the waters I Where they^ 
" who know the Great One, go, through 
" holy rites and through piety, thither may 
** Brahma' conduft me ! May Brahma' 
•' lead me to the Gre^t Qne ! Myfterioua 
** praife toBRAHMA^' 

Several other paflages might have been 
cited from the firft book of the Afharvau^ par-^ 
ticularly a tremendous /«ca;;/^//c?» with confe- 
crated grafs, called Darbhaj and a fublime 
Hymn to Cdla^ or Time ; but a fingle paflage 
will fufficeto fhow the ftyle and language of this 
extraordinary work.. It would not bi {o eafy 
to produce a genuine extract from the other 
Veda^s : nidced, in a book, entitled Shaniidanta^ 
Vfnttcn in Satifcrit, but in Cdjhmiriah letters, 
i- ftan^ from the Tojurveda is introducedp 
which defervcs fqf its ^^fubiiqiity to be qtioted 
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here } though the reguW cadence of the verfc*r 
and the pcdifhed elegance of the language, can* 
not but induce a fufpicion^ that it is a more 
modem paraphrafc q£ ibme teitt in the ancient 
Scripture: 

natatrafHrji hhiti nucha chandfa iifacdk^ nimi H)tdjutihh&ntt 
iuia iva 

ifahnlh: tamivalhiniamahMitififxHmh tafjUibifiptvd* 
mdam vibhiA : 

that is, ^* There the fuii (hints not, nor the 
^^ moon and ftars : thcfe liehtnings flafli not 
^* in ihat place ; how (hould even fire blaze 
^* there f God irradiates all this bright fub- 
** fiance ; and by its effulgence the univcrfe U 
** enlightened.'* 

After all, the books on divine Knowledge, 
called ViJa^ or what is known, and Srutt\ or 
what has been Jbeard, from revelation, are ftiO 
fuppofcd to be very numerous ; and the Jour 
here mentioned are thought to have been fe* 
leded, as containing all the information nc« 
ceflGiry for man* Mohsani Fa'ni', the very 
candid and ingenious author of the Dahtfian^ 
defcribes in his firft chapter a race of old Per^ 
jian Sages, who appear from the whole of his 
account to have been Hindus ; and we cannot 
doubt, that the bode of Maha^ba'p, or M SKUf 
which was written, belays, m^cele^ldiaU&f 
means the Vida : fo that, as Zer a^tusht was 

only 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



©1» THE LiTkRAtURE 0» THfi HlNDUl* tit 

only a refonncr, we find in India the true 
iburce of the ancient Ferfian religion. To this 
head belong the numerous Tantra^ Mantra^ 
Agama^ and Kigama^ Sajira^s^ which confift 
of incantatums and other texts of the Ved£s^ 
with remarks on the occafions on which they 
may be fuccefsfully applied. It muft not be 
omitted^ that the Commentaries on the Hindu 
Scriptures, among which that of Vasishtha 
feems to be reputed the mod excellent, are in« 
numerable ; but, while wejhave accefs to the 
fountains, we need not wafte our time in tracing 
the rivulets. 

From the Vii(fs are Immediately deduced 
the practical arts of Chirurgery and Medicine^ 
Mufick and Dancings Archery^ which com- 
prizes the whole art of war, and Architect 
ture^ under which the fyftem of Mechanical 
arts is included. According to the Pandits^ 
who inftrufted Abu'lfazl, each of the four 
Scriptures gave rife to one of the Upaveda^s, or 
SiA'/criptureSj in the order in which they have 
been mentioned ; but this exa£tnefs of analogy 
feems to favour of refinement. 

Infinite advantage may be derived by Eir- 
ropeans from the various Medical books in. 
Sanfcrit^ which contain the names and defcrip- 
tions of Indian plants and minerals, with their 
ufes, difcoveredby experience, in curing dif- 

orders : 
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orders t there is a vaft colleftion of them frofd 
the Cheraca^ which is confidered as a work ot 
Siva, to the Mgamriipana and iht Niddna^ 
which are comparatively modern. A ritimber' 
o^ bobks, in profe and vcrfe, have been writ- 
ten on Mujicki with fpetimens of Hindu iirS 
in a very elegant notation } but the SilpaSdJira^' 
or Body of Treatifes on Mtchatikal ArU^ is 
believed to be loft. 

NEXf in order to thefe are the fix Vtdafigd^s\ 
three of which belong to Grammar ; on^ re* 
lates to religious ceremonies ; a fifth to the 
whole compafs of Mathematic^ts, in wtich 
the author of Liidwdtt was efteemcd the mbft 
Ikilful man of his time ; and the Jixthj td^ tjie 
explanation of obfcure wotds or phrafes Intbtf 
Vidds. The grammatical work, of PA'i^ri n1, a 
writer fuppofed to have been iilfpired, is en^ 
titled Slddhdnta Caumudiy and is fo abftrufe, as 
to require the lucubtations of miny years, be- 
fore it can be perfe<ftly tinderftobd. Wheii 
Cdjindt^ha Serman^ who attended Mr» Wit- 
iciNs, was alked what he thought bf the PdnU 
niyuy he anfwered very expreflively^ that ** it 
*' was a foreft^*' but, fince Grammar is only 
an inftrument, not the end, of true know* 
ledge, there can be little occafion to travel ovcf 
fo rough and gloomy^ a path j which contains^ 
however, probably Tome acute {peculations ifl 
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iaeiapbyjtcis. The Sanfcrit Profody 15 cafy 
and beautiful : the learned will find in it altnoft 
all the mcafurcs of the Graks ; and it is re»- 
markable, that the language of the Brahmant 
runs very naturally into Sapphic ks^ Akalch and 
larnbicks. Aftrononaical works in this language 
arc exceedingly nuoaerous : feventy-nine of them 
are fpedfiod in one lift ; and, if they contaia 
the names of the principal ftars vifible in Indta^ 
with obfer?ations on their pofitidns in different 
^g^s, what difcovcries may be made in Science, 
and what certainty attained in antient Chro- 
nology ? 

Subordinate to thefe Angas (tliough the 
teafon of the arrangement 13 not obvious) arp 
the feries of Sacred Poems^ the body of LfOW^ 
tod tbe^;cphilofophical Sajlras ; which the au- 
thor of our text reduces to iwo^ each confift- 
iiig of iivo parts, and rejedls a thirds in two 
parts alfo, as not pcrfedly ortbqdox^ that is, not 
ibiftly conformable to his own principles* 

The firft Indian Poet was Va^jlmi^ci, author 
of tha Rdmayana, a complete Epick Poem on 
one continued, intereftipg, and heroick aftion ; 
and the next in celebrity, if it be not fuperior 
in reputation for holinefs, was the Mahahharata 
of Vya^sa : to him are afcribed the facred 
VurdnaSy which are called, for their excellence, 
the Eighteen^ and which have the following 

Vol. II. I titles : 
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titles : Brahme^ or the Great One^ Pedma, 
or the Lotos y Bra'hma'nd'a, or the Mundane 
Eggy and Agni, or Fire (thcfe Jbtr relate to 
the Creation)^ Vishnu, or the PervaJer^ 
G aruD'a, or hii Eagle, the Transformations of 
BrahMa, Siva, Ling a, Na'reda Ton of 
Brahma', Scanda fon of Siva, Marcan- 
Dey'a, or the, Immortal Man, and Bhawishya, 
Or the PrediSiion of Futurity (thefe nine belong 
to t\\t attributes 'SinA powers of the Deity), and 
four others, Matsya,Var a'ha, Cu'rmAjVa''- 
MENA, or as many incarnations of the Great 
One in his charafter of Preferver ; all contain* 
Ing antient traditions embellifhed by poetry or 
difguifed by fable : the eighteenth is the Bha'* 
gawaTa^ or Life of Crishna, with which the 
lame Poet is by fome imagined to have crowned 
the whole feries ; though others, with more 
reafon, affigii them different compofer^. 

The fyftem of Hindu Law, befides the fine 
work called Menusmr It i, or ** what is remefn^ 
hered from Menu," that ^of Ya'jn yawalcya, 
and thofe o( fxteen other Munt^s, with Com^ 
mentaries on them all, confifts of many tra<9:s 
in high eftimation, among which thofe current 
in Bengal are an ejccellent treatife on Tnheri*- 
tances by Ji^mu'ta Va'hanA, ahd \ complete 
T>igeji^ in twenty-feven volumes, compiled a 
few centuries ago by RagHuNAndan the Tri*- 

bonian 
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ioNiAN o( India J whofc work is the grand rc- 
pofitory of all that can be known oh a fiibjeft fo 
fcurious in itfclf, and fo intercfting to the Britijb 
govemmenh 

Of the Philofophlcal Schools It wUl be fuffi- 
cient here to remark, that the firft Nyaya feems 
analogous to the Peripatetick^ the fecond fome- 
times called Vaisejhica to the lontck^ the two 
Mmdnfasj of which the fecond is often diftin- 
guidied by the name of Feddnta, to the P/a- 
tonick^ the firft Sdnchya to the Italick^ and the 
fecond, or Pdtanjala^ to the Stoick^ Philofophy ; 
fo thatGAtf TAMA correfpondswith Aristotle; 
Cana'da, with Thales ; Jaimini with 
Socrates; Vya'sa with Plato; Capila 
with Pythagoras ; and Patanjali with 
Zend : but an accurate comparifon between 
the Grecian and Indian Schools would require 
a confiderable volume. The original works of 
thofe Philofophers are very fuccin£t ; but, like 
fell the other Sdjlras^ they are explained, or ob- 
fcured by the tlpad^rfanao: Commentaries with- 
out end : one of the fineft compofitions on the 
Pbilofbphy of the Vedanta is entitled Toga 
yastjhthd^ and contains the inftruftions of the 
great Vasishtha to his pupil, Ra^ma, king 
^i Ayodhjf^x^ 

It refults from this analyfis of Hindu Lite- 
terature, that the Veda^ Upaveda^ Veddnga^ Pu^ 

I % ranuj 
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fand^ bherma, and Derfana, are thcjtx great Sa^ 
Jira^Sj in which all knowledge, divincand human, 
is fuppofed to be comprehended. And here we 
ipuft not forget,, that the word Scz/fra^ derived 
from a root fignifyirig to ordain, means gene- 
rally an Ordinance^ and particularly a Sacred 
Ordinance delivered by infpiration 1 properly, 
therefore, this word is applied only to facred 
liieraiurcj of which the text exhibits an accurate 
Iketch. 

The Siidrasy ox fourth clafs of Hindus^ ard 
not permitted to ftudy the Jx proper Sajfra*s 
before enumerated ; but an ample field remains 
for them in the ftudy of profane literature^ com- 
frized in a multitude of popular books, which 
correfpond with the {t^tvzXSaJlra^s^ and abound 
tvith beauties of every kind. All the trafts ort 
Medicind muft indeed be ftudied by the Faidyqs^ 
or thofe who are bom Phyfidans ; and they 
have often mdre learnings with far lefs pride^ 
than any of the Brhhmans i they are ufually 
f oets, Grammarians, Rhetoricians, Moralifts \ 
and may be efteemed in general the moft vir- 
tuous and amiable of the Hindus. Inftead of 
the VidaU they ftudy the Rajanitly or InJlruStioH 
cf Princes^ and inftead oilaw^ tht Mit/a/lrai 
or general fyftem of Ethich : their Sdhitia^ or 
'Cai)ya Saftra^ confifts of innumerable poems,- 
written chiefly by the Medical tribe, and fup- 

plyin^ 
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plying the place of the Purana^s^ fince they 
contain all the (lories ofxhcRamayana^ Bhdratuj 
and Bhagawata: they have acccfs to many trca- 
tifes of Alancara^ or Rhetorick, with a variety 
of vrorks in modulated profe ; to Updc'hyana^ 
or Civil Hiftory, called alfo Rajatarangini ; to 
the Ndtaca, which anfwers to the Gdndharva^ 
veduy confifting of regular Dramatick pieces in 
Sanfcrit and Pracrit : bcfides which they com- 
monly get by heart fome entire Didionary and 
Grammar. The beft Lexicon or Vocabulary 
. was compofed in verfe, for the affiftance of the 
memory, by theilluftrious Amarasinha ; but 
there ^rc/eventeen others in great repute : the 
beft Grammar is the Mugdhabodha^ or the 
Beauty of Knowledge^ written by a Gofwami, 
named Vo'padkVa, and comprehending in two 
hundred (hort pages, all that a learner of the 
language can have occafion to know. To the 
Cofhas^ or dictionaries, are ufually annexed very 
ample TtcdU^ or Etymological Covnmtnt^nts. 

We netd lay no more of the heterodox writ* 
iflgs, than that thofe on the religion and philo- 
fophy of Buddha fcem to be connefted with 
fome of the moft curious parts of AJiattck 
Hiftory, and contain, perhaps, all that could be 
found in the Pdli^ or facred language of the 
Eaftern Indian peninfula. It is afferted in 
^cngal^ that Amarasinha himfelf was a 

I 3 Bauddhai 
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Bauddha ; but he feems to have been a thcift of 
tolerant principles, and, like Abu'lfazl, defir- 
ous of reconciling the different religions of 
India. 

Wherever we direft our attention to }Iindu 
Literature, the notion of infinity prefents itfelf ; 
and the longeft life would not be fufficient for 
the perufal of near five hundred thoufand ftan^as 
in the Purana^Sj with a million piore perhaps 
in the other works befofe mentioned ; we may, 
Jioweveo fele£t the beft from each Safira^ and 
gather the fruits of fcience, without loading our- 
felves with the leaves and branches ; while we 
have the plejifure to find, that the learned Hindus^ 
encouraged by the mildnefs of our government 
and manners, are at leaft as eager to communi- 
cate their knowledge of all kinds, as we can be 
to receive it* Since Europeans are indebted 
to the Dutch for almoft all they know of 
jirabick^ and to the French for all. they know 
of Chinefe^ let them now receive from our na«« 
tion the firft accurate knowledge of Sanfcrit^ 
and of the valuable works compofed in it ; but, 
if they wifh to form a correft idea of Indian 
religion and literature, let them begin with for-? 
getting all that has been written on the fubjed, 
by ancients or moderns, before t|ie publication 
pftheG;/i,. 
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ON THE 

DESCENT OP THB AFGHANS 

FROM THE 

J E W S ». 



TH E j^gbans^ according to their own tra* 
ditions, are the pofterity of Melic 
Ta'ljj't (king Savl), wljp, iji the opinion of 
fome, was a defcendant of Judah the fon o£ 
Jacob, and according to others, of Benjamik 
tlje brother of Joseph. 

I 4 l^ 

♦ This Article was .communicated to Sir W, Jones by 
Henry Vansitt art, Efq.with the following introduilory 
Letter, dated Calcutta, March 3, 1784, 

SIR, 

" HAVING fome time ago met with a Perjian abridge- 
** ment, compofedby Maulavi Khairu'ddi'N, of the af- 
^ raru'l afaghinah^ or the fecrets of the Jfghansy a book 
" written in the Pujhto language by Husaiv, the fon of 
^ Sabir, the fon of Khizr, the difciple of Hazrat Shah 
*' Ka'sim Sulaiminty whofe tomb is in Chunargur, I was 
" induced to tranflate it. Although it opens with a very wild 
" defcription of the origin of that tribe, and contains a nar- 
^ rative, which can by no means be offered upon the v^hole 
" as a ferious and probable liiftory, yet I conceive, that the 
** knowledge of what a nation fuppofe themfelves to be, may 
^ be intSrefting to a Society like this, as well as of what 

u they 
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In a war which raged between the Children 
of Jfrael aiid the ^fnale.kites^ the latter, being 

^ they really are : indeed the commencement of almoA 
f* every hiftory is fabixlous ; and the moft enlightened na- 
** tions, after ihey hive arrived at that degree of civilization 
** and importance, which has enabled and induced them to 
" commemorate their actions, have always found a vacancy 
" at their outfet, which inventionj or at beft prefumption^ 
*' muft fupply. Such fi£Uons appear at firft in the fomi 
** of traditions ; and, having in this (hape ^mufed fucceffive 
^ generations by a gratification of their nation^ vanity, they 
" are committed to writing, and acquire the authority of 
« hiftory. ... 

** As a kingdom is an affemblage of component partj 
^ condenfed by degrees, from fmaller aflbciatiohs of Indivi- 
** duals, to their general union, fo hiftory is. a combination 
** of the tranfaaions not only of the different tribes, but 
"even of the individuals of the nation of which it treats: 
" each particular narrative in fuch a general colle£Uon muft 
" be fummary and incomplete* Biography therefore, as well 
** as defcriptions of the manners, a£lions, and even opinions 
** of fuch tribes, as are coimefled with a great kingdom, 
«* are not only entertaining in themfelves, but ufefiil $ as 
<« they explain and throw a light upon the hiftory of thq 
*f nation. 

« Under thefe impreflions, I venture to lay before tiif 
** Society the tranflation of an abridged hiftory of the 
** Jfghansj a tribe at different times fubjeft to, and always 
" connefted with, the kingdoms of Perfia and Hindofiath 
^ Their language is called by them PukbU\ but this WQir4 
f^ }&{oft,tn^ in Perfean into Pujbto^ / . . 

« I am. Sir, ' 

<^ With die greateft refpeft, 
J^ Your moft obedient humble fervant, 

JJ Henry Vansittart.** 

vidkoriou^ 
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x^^lorious, plundered the Jews^ and obtained 
pofieflion of the Ark of the Covenant, Confi* 
jiering this thp God of the JeWs^ they threw 
it into fire, which did not affed it. Thcj 
afterwards attempted to cleaye it with axes, 
but without iuccefs: every individual who 
treated it with indignity, was puniftied for his 
temerity. They then placed it in their temple, 
but all their idols bowed to it* At length tney 
faftened it upon a cow, which they turned loolij 
in jhe wildernefs. 

When the Prophet Samuel arofe, the Chil- 
dren of Ifrael faid tp him : ** We have been 
•f totally fubdued by the AmqkkiUs^ and hav^ 
" no King. Raife to us a King, that we may 
** be enabled to contend for the glory of God/* 
Samuel faid : *• In cafe you are led out to 
" battle, are you determined to fight ?'* They 
anfwered: ** What has befallen us, that we 
•* (hould not fight againft infidels ? That 
^ nation has banifhed us from our country and 
^* children/' At this time the Angel Gabriel 
dcfccn^, and delivering a wand, faid ; ** It is 
** the command of God, that the perfon whofe 
•* ftature (hall correfpond with this wand, (hall 
?^ be King of i;?-^/' 

Melic Ta'lu't was at that time a man of 
fflferiour cojidition, and performed the humble 

employ- 
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tmploymcnt of feeding the goats and cows of 
others* One day a cow under his charge vpc^ 
accidentally loft. Being difappointed in his 
fearches, he was greatly diftrefled, and applied 
to Samuel, faying, •* I have loft a cow^ and 
** do not poflels the means of fatisfying the 
** ownen Pray for me, that I may be extrir- 
** 'cated from this difficulty/' Samuel per^- 
ceiving that he was a man of lofty ftature^ 
afked his name. He anfwered Ta'lu'^t, 
Samuel then faid : " Meafure Ta'lu't witji 
** the wand which the Angel Gabriei* 
•^ brought/* His ftature was equal to if. 
Samuel then faid : ** God has raifedTA^LU^ 
** to be your King/* The Children of i/ro^ 
anfwered ; *^ We are greater than our King. 
^* We are men of dignity, and He is of inferior 
♦* condition. How fhall He be our King ?'* 
Samuel informed them, they fliould know 
that God had conftituted T a'lu^'t their King, 
by his reftoring the Ark of the Covenant. He 
accordingly reftored it, and they acknowledged 
him their fovereign. 

After Ta'lu't obtained the kingdoni, 
Jie feized part of the territories of JaluV, or 
GoLiAH, who affembled ^ large army, but 
was killed by DAvm. Ta'luV afterwards 
died a martyr in a war againft the Infidels ; an4 
Gop conftituted David King of the Jews. 
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Melic Ta'lu't had two fons, one called 
Bbrkia, and the other Ikmia, who ferved 
David, and were beloved by him. He fent 
them to fight agamft the Infidels; and, by 
GoD*s affiftance, they were vivflorious. 

The fon of Berkia was called AfghaV, 
and the fonof Irmia was named Usbec. Thofe 
youths diftm^uifhcd thcmfelves in the reign of 
JDavid, and were employed by Solomon, 
Afgha'n was diftinguiflied by his corporal 
flrength, which ftruck terror into Demons and 
Qenii. Usbec was eminent for his learning. 

Afgha'n ufed frequently to make excur- 
Ijons to the mountains ; where his progeny, 
after his death, eftablifhed themfelves, lived in 
a ftate of independence, built forts, and exter- 
minated the Infidels. . • 
When the feleft of creatures, Muhammed, 
appeared uppn earth, his fame reached the 
Afgha'ns, who fought him in multitudes un- 
der their leaders JK^ha'lid and Abdul Rashi'd, 
fQn§ of Wali'd. The Prophet honoured them 
with the moft gracious reception, faying: 
«* Come, O Muluc, or Kings ;*' whence they 
^fliimed the title of Melic^ which they enjoy- 
to this day. The Prophet, gave them his en- 
fign, and faid, that the faith would be ftrength- 
ffned by them. 

Mant 
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Many fonswcrc born of Kha'lid, the foil 
of Wali'd, who fignalizcd themfelves in thcr 
prefcncc of the Prophet, by fighting againfl: tho 
Infidels^ MuHAMMED honoured and prayed 
for them. 

In the reign of Sultan Mahmu'd of Gbaz-- 
vahj eight men arrived, of the pdfterity of 
Kha^'lid the fon of Wali'd, whofe names were 
Kalun, Alun, Daud, Yalua, Ahmed, 
A WIN, and Gha'zi^ The Sultan was much, 
pleafed with them, and appointed ?ach a com- 
mander in his army. He alfo conferred oa 
them the offices of Vazir^ and Vakili Mutlak^ 
or Regent of the Empire. 

Wherever they were ftationed, they ob- 
tained poiTeffion of the country, built Mofques,^ 
and overthrew the Temples of Idols. They 
cfncreafed fo much, that the army of Mahmu'h 
was chiefly compofed of ^fgMns. Whei^ 
Herhind, a powerful prince of Hindujfdn^ 
meditated an invafion X>iGhaznah^ Sultan Mah- 
mu'd difpatched againft him the defcendants of 
Kh a'lid with twenty thoufand horfe : a battle 
^nfued ; the Afghans made the attack ; and, 
jffter a fevere engagement, which lafted from 
day-break till noon,.^ defeated Herhind, killcdl 
many of the Infidels, and converted fomc 
to the Muhammedan faith. * 

The Afghans now began to eftablifh them- 

felves in the mountains ; and fome fettfed in 

- cities 
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Cities with thepcrmiflion of Sultan Mahmu'd^ 
They framed regulations, dividing themfelvci 
into four clafles, agreeably to the following de* 
fcription. The firft is the pure clafs, confifting 
of thofe, whofe fathers and mothers were 
Afghins^ The fecond clafs confifts of thofe^ 
whofe fathers were jffghans^ and mothers of 
another nation^ The third clafs contains thofe^ 
whofe mothers were j^gbans^ and fathers of 
another nation. The fourth clafs is compofed 
of the children of women, whofe nK>thers 
were Afghhns^ and fathers and hufbands of a 
different naticm. Perfons, who do not belongs 
to one of the cUffes, are not called Afghans. 

After the death of Sultan MAHMu^othey 
made another fettlement in the mountains. 
Shiha'buDdi'n Gaur\ a fubfequent Sultan of 
Gbaznahj was twice repulfed from Kndujlan. 
His Vazir aflcmbled the people, and afked, if 
tay of the pofterity of Kha'lid were living, 
*rhey anfwered : •* Many now live in a ftate of 
^* independence in the mountains, where they 
** have a Confiderable army/* The Faztr re- 
quefted them to go to the mountains, and by en- 
treaties prevail on the Afghans to come ; for 
they were the defcendants of companions of the 
Prophet. 

The inhabitants of Ghaznah undertook this 
cmbafly, and, by entreaties and prefents, con- 
ciliated 
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ciliated the minds of the Afghans^ who pf<aM 
xnifed to engage in the fervice of the Sultan^ 
provided he would himfelf come, and enter 
into an agreement with them. The Sultaa 
vifited them in their mountains ; honoured 
them; and gave them drefles and other pre- 
fents. They fupplied him with twelve thovK- 
fand horfe, and a confiderable army of in:*- 
fantry. Being difpatched by the Sultan before 
his own army, they took Dehl'h killed Roy 
PAHTOtTRA the King, his Minifters and Nobles^ 
laid wafte the city, and made the infidels pri* 
foners. They afterwards exhibited nearly the 
fame fcene in Canauj. 

The Sultan, pleafed by the reduftion of 
thofe cities, conferred honours upon the 
Afghans. It is faid, that he then gave them 
the titles of ^atan and Khan : the word Pa/an 
is derived from the Hindi verb Paitna, to rulh, 
in allufion to their alacrity in attacking the 
enemy. The Pa tans have greatly diftinguilheA 
themfelvesin the Hiftory oi Hinduflan^ and 
are divided into a variety of fefts. 

The race of Afghans pofleffed themfelves of 
the mountain. of Solomon, which is near 
Kandahar, and * the circumjacent country, 
where they have built forts : this tribe has fur- 
niftied many Kings. The following monarchs 
of this race have fat upon the throne of Dehli: 

Sultan 
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Sultan BebMe^J^gMn Lodi, Sultan Sec a ndei. 

Sultan Ibr a'hi'm, Shi'r Sha'h, Isla'm Sha'h^ 

Adil Sh'ah Sur. They alfo number the fo^ 

lowing Kings of Gtf»r : Solaima'k Sb^h Gmt-' 

%an\ Bayazi'd Sb^A, and Kutb SA^^ h^ 

fides whom their nation has produced many 

conquerors of Prorinces. The jlfgh^s are 

called So/aimdn\y either becaufe they were for* 

merly the fubje£ts of Solomon, Kingof tibc 

Jews, or becaufe they inhabit the mounuln of 

Solomon. 

The tranflation being finifhed, I {hall only 
add, that the country of the Jfghans^ which 
is a province of Cdbuij was originally called 
Rohy and from hence is derived the name qf 
the Robi/lahs. The city, which was eftaWi(hed 
in it by the j^fghcins was called by them 
Vatjbwer^ or Patjhor^ and is now the name of 
the whole diftridl. The fefts of the Afghans^ 
or Patans^ are very numerous. The principal 
are thefe : Lodi^ Lohaun\ Stir, Serwan\ Ti^- 
fufzth\ BangtJJ^, Dilazaui^ Khatt\ Tasrn, Kb ail ^ 
and Baloje* The meaning of Zibi is offspring, 
andof Ju6i2/7, feck. A very particular account 
of the Afghans has been written by the late 
Ha'fiz Rahmat Kbhrij a Chief of the RobiU 
hhsj from which the cur^s reader -may de- 
rive much information. They zr^fu/e/mans^ 
partly of xh0Sunn\ and partly ir the Sbiab 

per- 
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perfuafion. They arc great boaftcrs of the arf^ 
tiquity of their origin, and reputation of their 
tribe ; but other Mufelmans entirely rejeft their 
claim, and confidcr them of modern, and even 
tafe extraftion. However, their chara£ter 
may be collected from hiftory. They have 
diftinguifhed themfelves by their courage, both 
fingly and unitedly, as principals and auxiliaries^ 
They have conquered for their owa prinqep 
and for foreigners, and have always beep con-* 
iidered the main ftrength of the army ia 
which they have fervcd. As^ they have been 
applauded for virtues, they have alfo beep re* 
jproached for vices, having fometimes hten 
guilty of treachery, and even adted the bafe 
part of aiO&flins. 



NOTE by SIR WILLIAM J0Ni:3, 

THIS account of the Afghani may lead to * 
very interefting difcovery. We Jearn from 
EsDRAs, that the Ten Tribes, after a Mran- 
dering journey, came to a country called ^r- 
fareth ; where, we may fuppofe, they fettled : 
now the Afghans are faid by the beft Perjian 
hiftorians Jp be defcended from the Jewsi 
theyhavemditions among therriUves of fuch 
a dcfcent ; and it is even afierted, that their fa- 
milies 
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tollies are diftinguifKcd by the names of yewijb 
tribes, although, fince their converfion to the 
iflam^ they ftudioufly conceal their origin. The 
Fujbto language, of which I have fee^ a dic- 
tionary, has a manifeft refemblance to the Cbal* 
daick; and a coniiderable difttid under their 
dominion is called Hazareh, or Hazaretj which 
might eafily have been changed into the word 
ufed by EsDRAs. I flrongly recommend an 
inquiry into the literature and hiilory of the 
JfgMns. 
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PROCESS 

or MAKING 

I 

ATTAR, 

OR 

ESSENTIAL OIL OF ROSES* 

BY LIfiUT. COL* POLIER. 

THE Attar is obtained from the rofes by 
fimple diftillation, and the following is 
the mode in which I have made it. 

A QUANTITY of frefh rofes, for example 
forty pounds, are put in a ftill with fixty 
pounds of water, the rofes being left as they 
are with their calyxes, but with the ftems cut 
clofe. The mafs is then well mixed together 
with the hands, and a gentle fire is made undcc 
the ftill : when the water begins to grow hot, 
and fumes to rife, the cap of the ftill is put on? 
and the pipe fixed ; the chinks are dien wcU 
luted with pafte, and cold water^ put on the 
refrigeratory at top : the receiver is alfo adapted 
at the end of the pipe ; and the fire is continued 
under the ftill, neither too violent nor too 

weak* 
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Weak* When the impregnated water begins 
to come over, and the ftill is very hot, the fire 
is leflened by gentle degrees, and the diftilla* 
"don continued, till thirty pounds of water are 
come over, which is generally done in about 
four or five hours ; this rofe-water is to be 
poured again on a frefli quantity (forty pounds) 
of roies, and from fifteen to twenty pounds of 
water are to be drawn by diftillation, following 
the fame procefs as before : the rofe-water 
thus made and cohobated, will be fotind, if 
the rofes were good and frefli, and the diftilla- 
tion carefully performed, highly fcented with 
die rofes. It is then poured into pans either of 
earthen ware or tinned metal, and lefc^expofed 
to the frefli air for the night. The at far y or 
ejencej will be found in the morning congealed, 
and fwimming on the top of the water ; this is 
to be carefully feparated and colleded, either 
with a thin fliell or a fldmmer, and poured 
into a phial. When a certain quantity has thus 
been obtained, the water and forces muft be 
fcjparated from the clear eflcnce, which, with 
rp^eSt to the firft, will not be difficult to do, 
i^ the eflence congeals with a flight cold, and 
the water may then be made to run off. If, 
after that, the eflence is kept fluid by heat, the 
foBces will fubfide, and may be feparated ; but if 
the operation has been neatly performed, thefe 
K 2 wiH 
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will be little or none. The foeces are as highly 
.perfunjed as the effence, and muft be kept. 
After as much of the effence has been fkiiftmed 
from the rqfe-watcr as could be, the remaining 
water (hould be ufed for frcfh dillillations, in- 
ftead of common water, at leaft as far as it 
will go. 

The above is the whole procefs of making 
genuine attar of rofes. But as the rofcs. of 
this country give but a very fmall quantity of 
efience, and it is in high efteem, various ways 
have been thought of to augment the quantity^ 
though at the expence of the quality. In this 
country, it is ufual to add to the rofes, when 
put in the ftill, a quantity of fandal-wood 
ralpings, fome more, feme lefs (from one to 
five tolahs, or half ounces). The fandal con- 
tains a deal of effential oil, which comes over 
freely in the common diftillation ; and, mixing 
with the rofe-water and effence, becomes 
ftrongly impregnated with their perfume : the 
impofition however cannot be concealed ; the 
eflential oil of fandal will not congeal in com* 
xnon cold, and its fmell cannot be kept under, 
but will be apparent and predominate, fpite of 
every art.' In Cajhemire they feldom ufe fandal 
to adulterate the attar ; i ut 1 have been in- 
formed, to encreafe the quantity, they diftil! 
with the rofes a fweet-fcented grafs, which does 

not 
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not communicate any unplcafant fcent, and 
gives the attar a clear high green colour : this 
cffeace alio does not congeal in a flight cold, as 
that of rofes. Many other ways of adulteration 
have been pradkifed, but all fo grofs and pal- 
pable, that I fliall fay nothing of them. 

Thk quantity of eflcntial oil to be obtained 
from the rofes, is very precarious and uncertain, 
as it depends not only on the flcill of thediftiller, 
but alfo on the quality of the rofes, and the 
fevouraWenefs of the feafon : even in Europe^ 
where the chemifts are fo perfect in their bu- 
finefs, fome. as Tachenius, obtained only 
half an ounce of oil from one hundred pounds 
of rofes, — H AMBERG obtained one ounce from 
the fan^e quantity j and Hoffman above two 
ounces. 

{N. B. The rofes in thofe inftanccs were 
ftripped of their calyxes, and only the leaves 
ufed). 

In this country nothing like either can be 
had, and to obtain four majhas (about one 
drachm and half) from eighty pounds, which, 
deducing the calyxes, comes to fomething lefe 
than three drachms per hundred pounds of rofc- 
leaves, the feafon muft be very favourable, and 
the operation carefully performed. 

In the prefent year 1787, I had only fixtecn 

tolahs^ or about eight ounces, of attar from 

K 3 fifty^ 
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fifcy-four maunds, twqnty-three fecrs (43661b.) 
of rofes produced from a field of thirty-thrcQ 
biggahs, or eleven Engtijh acres, which comes 
to about two drachms per one hundred pounds. 

The colour ^f the attar of rofes is no cri-* 
terion of its goodnefs, quality, or country. \ 
have had this year, attar of a fine emerald 
green, of a bright yellow, and of a reddifli 
hue, from the fame ground, and obtained by 
the fame procefs, only of rofes coUedled at difU 
fi^rentdays^ 

The calyxes dq not in any fhape diminiih 
the quality of the attar ; nor impart any greeq 
colour to it ; though perhaps they may aug.. 
ment the quantity j but the trouble neccflary 
to ftrip them muft, and oijght to, prevent iv^ 
being ever put in practice* 
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DESCRIPTION OF ASAM 

BY MOHAMMED CAZIM. 
TRANSLATED FROM THE PERSIAN 



BY HENRY VANSITTART, ESQ^f 



ASAM, which lies to the north-eaft of 
Bengal, is divided into two parts by the 
river Brahmaputra^ that flows from Khatd. The 
northern portion is called Uttarculj and the 
fouthern DacJhincuL Uttarcul begins at Gowa^ 
hutty, which is the boundary of his Majefty^a 
territorial pofleffions, and terminates in moun- ^ 
tains inhabited by a tribe called Meeri Mechmi. 
Dacjhincul extends from the village Sidea to the 
hills of Sri'nagar. The moft famous mountains 
to the northward of Uttarcul^ are thofc of 

♦ This account of JJam was tranflated for the Society^ 
but afterwards printed by the learned tranflator as an appendix 
to his ^alimgirnimab. It is reprinted here,becaufe our go-» 
vemment has an intereft in being as well acquainted as pofr 
iblc with all the nations bordering on the Britijh territories. 
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Duleh and Landah ; and to the fouthward of 
DacJhincuL arc thofe of Namrup (Cdmrup)^ 
iituated four days journey* above Ghergong^ to 
which the Rdju retreated. Thqre is anothor 
chain of hills, which is inhabited by a tribe 
called Nanacj who pay no revenue to the Rdjdy. 
but profefs allQgiance to him, and obey a few of 
his orders. But the Zemkh * tribe are entirely 
independent of him, and, whenevef they find aa 
opportunity, plunder the country contiguous 
to their mountains, jijam is of an oblong 
figure : its length is about two hundred ftandard 
cofs, and its breadth, from the northern to the 
fouthern mountains, about eight days journey* 
From Gowahutty to Ghergong are fcventy-five 
ftandard cofs ; and from thence it is fifteen days 
journey to Khoten^ which was the refidence of 
Peeran Wifeh f , but is now called Ava \y, 
and is the capital of the Rajk of Pegu^ who 
confiders himfelf of the pofterity of that famous 
General. The firft five days journey from the 

* \v^ another copy this tribe are called Dujleh, 
t According to Khandemir-i Peeran Wifeh was one of the 
nobles of Afrafiah^ King of Turan^ contemporary with 
KaicauSy fecond Prhice of the Kianian Dynafty. In the 
Fifrhung Jehangeery znd Borhaun Kate^ ("two Perfian Dic- 
ttonariesj, Peeran is defcribed as one of the Pehlovan or 
heroes of Turan^ and General under Jfrajiaby the name of 
Whofe father was Wifeh. 

I This is a palpable miftake. Khoten lies to the north of 
Himalaya j and Piran Vifah could never have feen Ava. 

moun-* 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



A DESCKIPTION OF ASAM. I37 

mountains of Camrup^ is performed through 
foreils, and over hills, which are arduous and 
difficult to pafs. You then travel eaftward toAva 
thro* a level and fmooth country. To the north- 
ward is the plain of XA^/^, that has been before 
mentioned as the place from whence the Brah^ 
tnaputra iffucs, which is afterwards fed by 
feveral rivers that flow from the fouthern 
mountains oi AJam. The principal of thefe is 
the DhoneCf which has before occurred in this 
hiftory. It joins that broad river at the village 
Luckeigereh. 

Between thefe rivers is an ifland well in- 
habited, and in an excellent ftate of tillage. It 
contains a fpacious, clear and pleafant country, 
extending to the diftance of about fifty cofs. 
The cultivated tradt is bounded by a thick 
foreft, which harbours elephants, and where 
thofe animals may be caught, as well as in four 
or five other forefts of Jfim. Jf there be occa- 
fionfor them, five or fix hundred elephants may 
be procured in a year. Acrofs the Dhonec^ 
which is the fide of Gbergong^ is a wide,agree- 
able, and level country, which delights the 
heart of the beholder. The whole face of it is 
marked with population and tillage ; and it pre- 
fents on every fide charming profpe£ts of 
ploughed fields, harvefts, gardens, and groves. 
All the ifland before defcribed lies in Bacpnncul^ 

From 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



138 A DfeSCRIPTION OF ASAM. 

From the village of Selagereh to the city of 
Ghergong is a fpace of about fifty cofs, filled 
with fuch an uninterrupted range of gardeiis^r 
plentifully flocked with fruit-trees, that it ap-# 
pears as one garden. Within them are the 
houfes of the peafants, and a beautiful aflem- 
blage of coloured and fragrant herbs, and of 
garden and wild flowers bbwing together. 
As the country is overflowed in the rainy 
fcafon, a high and broad caufeway has been raifed 
for the convemence of travellers from Salagereb 
to Ghergongy which is the only uncultivated 
ground that is to be feen. Each fide of this 
road is planted with fhady bamboos, the tops 
of which meet, and are intertwined. Amongft 
the fruits which this country produces, are 
mangoes, plantabs, jacks, oranges, citrons, 
limes, pine-apples, and puniahhj a fpecies of 
amhh^ which has fuch an excellent flavour,i 
that every perfon who taftes it prefers it to the 
plum. There are alfo eocoa-nut tr«es, pepper 
vines, Areoa trees, and the Sddij ^, in great 
plenty. The fugar-cane excels in foftnefs and 
fweetnefs, and is of three colours, red, black, 
and white. There is ginger free from fibres, 

* The Sidij is a long aropatick leaf,, which has a pungent^ 
tafte^ and is called in Sanfcrit Tejapatra, In our botanical 
books it bears the name of Malabathrum^ ox the Indian. 
Leaf. 
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and betel vines. The ftrength of vcgetatioa 
and fertility of the foil are fuch, that whatever 
feed is Ibwn, or flips planted, they always 
thrive. The environs of Ghergong furnifti fmall 
apricots, yams and pomegranates ; but as thefe 
articles are wild, and not affiftcd by cultivation 
and engraftment, they are very indifferent. The 
principal crop of this country confifts in rico 
and * majh. Ades is very fcarce, and wheat 
and barley are never fown. The iilks are ex-* 
cellent, and refemble thofe of China ; but they 
manufafture very few more than are required 
for nfe. They arc fuccefsful in embroidering 
with flowers, and in weaving velvet and tauU 
hundj which is a fpecies of filk of which they 
make tents and + kenauts. Salt is a very pre- 
cious and fcarce commodity. It is found at 
the bottom of fome of the hills, but of a bitter 
and pungent quality. A better fort is in com- 
mon ufe, which is extrafted from the plantain 
tree. The mountains inhabited by the tribe called 
Nanac produce plenty of excellent Lignum 
Aloes J which a focicty of the natives imports 
every year into Afhtn^ and barters for fait and 
grain. This evil-difpofed race of mountaineers 
are many degrees removed from the line of hu- 
manity, and are defl:itute of the charaderiftical 

* Majh is a ^ecies of grain, zxAAdiS a kind of pea. 
f ^^nauU are >y41s made to furround tents^ 

pro* 
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properties of a man. They go naked from head 
to foot, and eat dogs, cats, fnakes, mice, rats, 
ants, locufts, and every thing of this fort tvhich 
they can find. The hills of Cdmrup^ Sideaj and 
lauckeigereh^ fupply a fine fpecies oi Lignum 
^loes^ which finks in water. Several of the 
mountains contain mu(k-deer. 

The country of Uttarculj which is on the 
northern fide of the Brahmaputra, is in the 
higheft flate of cultivation, and produces plentj? 
of pepper and ^r^M-nuts. It even furpafles 
DacJ}:incul in population and tillage ; but, as the 
latter contains a greater trad of wild forefts^ 
ind places difiiqult of accefs, the rulers oi ^Jam 
have chofen tp refide in it for the conveni- 
ence of control, and have erected io it the ca- 
pital of th^ kingdom. The breadth oiUitarcui 
from the bank of the river to the foot of the 
mountains, which is a cold climate, and con- 
tains fnow, is various, but is nowhere lefs than 
fifteen cofs, nor more than forty-five cofs. The 
inhabitants of thofe mountains arc ftrong, have 
a robuft and rcfpeflable appearance, and are of 
a middling fi^e. Their complexions, like thofe 
of the natives of all cold climates, are red ^nd 
white; and they have alfo trees and fruits pe- 
culiar to frigid regions. Near the fort of 'J urn 
Dereh^ which is on the fide of Gowahuttyy is 
a chain of mountains, called the country of 

Dcrengy^ 
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Ikrtngj all the inhabitants of which refcmble 
each other in appearance, manners, and fpeech^ 
but arc diftinguiflicd by the names of theif 
tribes, and places of relidence. Several of thcfb 
hills produce muflc, kataus*^ bhoat +, ptree,^ 
and two fpecies of horfes, called goont and 
tanyans. Gold and filvcr are procured here, as 
in the whole country of AJam^ by wafliing the 
fand of the rivers. This, indeed, is one of the 
fources of revenue. It is fuppofed, that twelve 
thoufand inhabitants, and fome fay, twenty 
thoufaud, are employed in this occupation ; 
and it is a regulation, that each of thefe peribns 
ftall pay a fixed revenue of a tcJ^ of gold to 
thcRaj^. The pfeople o( Afim are a bafe and 
Mnprincipled nation, and have no fixed religion • 
They follow no rule but that of their own in- 
clinations, and make the approbation of their own 
vicious minds the teft of the propriety of their 
aftions. They do not adopt any mode of wor- 
fliip praiSifed either by Heathens or Mohammc- 

♦ Kataus is thus defcrlbed irt the Borhaun Katea: " TTiis 
** word, in the language of Rum^ is a fea-cow ; the tail of 
** which is hung upon the necks of horfes, and on the fummit 
^ of ftandards. Some fay, that it is a cow which lives in the 
" moimtains of Khata** It here means the mountain-cow, 
which fupplies the tail that is made into chowrUsy and in San* 
fitit is called chimera* 

t Bhoat ^ndpirei are two kinds of blanket 

Jans ; 
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dans^i nor do they concur with any of the 
known itdis which prevail amongft mankind* 
Unlike the Pagans of Hindojian^ they do not 
rcje£t viftuals which have been dreffed hyMufeU 
mans; and they abftain from no flefh except 
human. They even eat animals that have died 
a natural death ; but, in confequence of not 
being ufed to the tafte of ghee, they have fuch 
an antipathy to this article, that if they difcover 
the leaft fmell of it in their victuals, they have 
no relifh for them. It is not their cuftom to 
veil their women ; for even the wives of the 
Raja do not conceal their faces from any perlbn. 
The females perform work in the open air, with 
their countenances expofed and heads unco- 
vered. The men have often four or five wives 
each, and publickly buy, fell, and change them. 
They ftiave their heads, beards, and whiflcers, 
and reproach and admonifli every perfon who 
neglects this ceremony. Their language has not 
the leaft affinity with that of Bengal *. Thehf 
ftrength and courage are apparent in their looks ; 
but their ferocious manners and brutal tempers 
are alfo betrayed by their phyfiognomy. They 
are fuperior to moft nations in corporal force 
and hardy exertions. They are enterprizing, 

♦ This is an error: young Brahmens often come fnim 
Jfam to Nadiyi for inftruAion, and their vidgar cKaledt is 
uoderftood by the Bengal teachers. 

favage^ 
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favage, fond of waf, vindidive, treacherous, 
and deceitful. The virtues of compaffion, 
kindnefs, friendfhip, (incerity, truth, honour, 
good faith, fliame, and purity of morals, have 
been left out of their conapofition. The feeds 
of tendernefs and humanity have not been fown 
in the field of their frames. As they are defti* 
tute of the mental garb of manly qualities, 
they are alfo deficient m the drefs of their 
bodies. They tie a cloth round their heads and 
another round their loins, and throw a iheet 
upon their flioulder ; but it is not cuftomaryin 
that country to wear turbans, robes, drawers, 
or fhoes. There are no buildings of brick or 
ftone, or with walls of earth, except the gatcs. 
of the city of Ghtrgong^ and fome of their ido- 
latrous temples. The rich and poor coaftruft 
their habitations rfwood, bambc«)s, and ftraw. 
The Rd)d and his courtiers travel in ftately 
litters ; but the opulent and refpeftable perfons 
amongft his fubjefts are carried in lower vehicles, 
called doolies. j^Jam produces neither horfes ^, 
camels, nor afles ; but thofe cattle are fome- 
times brought thither from other countries. The. 
brutal inhabitants, from a congenial impulfe, 
are fond of feeing and keeping affes, and buy and 

♦ As the Author has allerted that two fpecies of horfes, 
called goont and tanyansy are produced in Derengy we muft 
fnppofc that this is a different country from Jfam* 

fell 
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fell rfiem at a high price ; but'tliey difcovcr thd 
grcateft furprize at feeing a camel; and arc 
fo afraid of a horfe, that if one trooper 
ihould attack a hundred armed AfamianSy they 
would all throw down their arms and flee ; or 
fliould they not be able to efcape, they would 
furrender themfelves prifoners. Yet (hould one 
of that deteftable race encounter two men of an- 
other nation on foot, he would defeat them. 

The antient inhabitants of this country are 
divided into two tribes, the Afamtans and the 
Cultanians. The latter excel the former in all 
occupations except war, and the condudt of 
hardy enterprifes, in which the former are fu- 
perion A body-guard of fix or feven thoufand 
Afofniansj fierce as demons, of unfhaken cou- 
rage, and well provided with warlike arms and 
accoutrements, always keep watch near the 
Raja's fitting and fleeping apartments ; thefe 
are his loyal and confidential troops and patrol. 
1 he martial weapons of this country are the 
mufquet, fword, fpear, : and arrow and bow 
of bamboo. In their forts and boats they 
bave alfo plenty of cannon, %erb%en *, and ram-^ 
changee^ in the management of which they arc 
very expert. 

Whenever any of the RdjaSy magiftratcs, 
or principal men, die, they dig a large cave for 

* Swivels. 

the 
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the deceafed, in which they inter his women^ 
attendants, and fervants, and fome of the mag« 
nificcnt equipage and ufeful furniture which 
he poflefled in his lifetime, fuch as elephantSf 
gold and filver, badeajb (large fans), carpets, 
clothes^ victuals, lamps, with a great deal of 
oil, and a torch^bearer ; for they confider thofe 
articles as ftores for a future ftate* They 
afterwards conftru£t a ftrohg roof over the cave 
upon thick timbers » The people of the army 
entered fome of the old caves, and took out of 
them the value of ninety thoufand rupees, in 
gold and filver. But an extraord'mary pircum- 
ilance is faid to have happened, to which the 
mind of man can fcarcely give credit, and the 
probability of which is contradicted by daily ex- 
perience. It is this : All the Nobles came to 
the Imperial General^ and declared, with uni-* 
verfal agreement, that a golden bctel-ftand was 
found iti one of the caves, that was dug eighty 
years before, which contained betel-leaf quite 
green and frefli ; but the authenticity of this 
ftory refts upon report. 

Ghergong has four gates, conftrufted of 
ftone and earth ; from each of which thcl?^a*s 
palace is diftant three cofs. The city is encom- 
pafled with a fence of bamboos, and within it 
high and broad caufeways have been raifed for 
the convenience of paflengers during the rainy 

Vol. IL L feafoD* 
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fcafon. In the front of every man's houfe is a 
garden, or feme cultivated ground. This is a 
fortified city, which inclofes villages and tilled 
fields. The R6ja\ palace ftands upoij the 
bank of the Degoo^ which fiows through the 
CAf. This river is lined on each fide with 
houfcs, and there is a fmall market, which 
contains no (hopkeeper$ except fellers of betel. 
The reafon is, that it is not cuftomary for the 
inhabitants to buy provifions for daily ufe, be* 
caufe they lay up a ftock for themfelves^ 
which lafts them a year. The Rajff^ palace is fur- 
rounded by a caufeway, planted on eacK fide with 
a clofe hedge of bamboosi which ferves inftead 
of a walL On the outfidc there is a ditch, 
which is always full of water. The circum- 
ference of the inclofure is one cofs and fourteen 
jereebs. Within it have been built lofty halls, 
and fpacious apartments for the Rajd^ moil: of 
them of wood^ and a few of ftraw, which are 
called chuppers. Amongft thefc is a dkvan 
kbhnahj or public faloon, one hundred and fifty 
cubits long, and forty broad, which is fup- 
ported l^ fixty*fix wooden pillars, placed at an 
interval of about fiwr cubits from each other. 
The R&j^s feat is adorrted with lattice- work 
and carving. Within and without have been 
placed plates of brafs, fo well poliihed, that 
when the rays of the fun flrike^ upon them,, 

'Aey 
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thty fhine like mirrors. It is an afcertained 
hA, that three thoufand carpenters and twelve 
thoufand labourers were conibntly employed 
in this worky during two years before it was 
fioifhed. When the Rijd (its in this chamber, 
or travels, inftead of drums and trumpets they 
beat the ^ JhSl and Jafui The latter is a round 
and thick inftrument made of copper, and is 
certainly the fame as the drum f , which it was 
cuftomary, in the time of the antient kings, to 
beat in littles and marches. 

The Rdji^s of this country have always raifed 
the creft of pride and vain<^glory, and difplayed 
an bfientatious appearance of grandeur, and a 
numerous train of attendants and fervants. They 
have not bowed the head of fubcqaflion and obe* 
dience, nor have they paid tribute or revenue 
to the moft powerful monarch ; but they have 
curbed the ambition, and checked the con* 
quefts of the moft viftorious Princes of Hwf- 
duftitn. The fblution of the difficulties attending 
a war againft them^ has bafRed the penetration 
of heroes who have been ftiled Conquerors of 
the World. Whenever an invading army has 
entered their territories, the Afamians have 

* Tht dbilis a kind of drum, which is beaten tt each 
end. 

t This is a kmd of kettle-drum, and h made 0f acompo* 
fidoA of ievenil metab. 
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covered themfelvcs in ftroiig pofts, and have 

.diftreffed the enemy by ftratagems, furprifes^ 
and alarms, and by cutting off their provifions* 

< If thefe means have failed, they have declined 

,a battle in the field, but have carried the pea- 
fants into the mountains, burnt the grain, and 
left the country empty. But when the rainy 
feafon has fet in upon the advancing enemy, 
they have watched their opportunity to make 
excurfions, and vent their rage ; the famifhed 
invaders have either become their prifoners, or 
been put to death. In this manner powerful 

; and numerous armies have been lunk in that 
whirlpool of deftrudtion, and not a foul has 
efcaped. 

FoRMERLflr. HusAiN Sri AH, a King oiBengal^ 
undertook an expedition againft AJhm^ and car- 
ried with hirh ;a formidable force in cavalry, in- 
fantry and b6ats. The beginning of this inva- 
fion was crowned with viftory. He entered 
the country, and ereftcd the flandard of fupc- 

. riority and conqueft. The Raja being unable 
to encounter hitti in the field, evacuated the 
plaUis, and retreated to the mountains. Husain 

. left his fon, with a large army> to keejJ polTel^ 
fion of the country, and returned to Bengal^ 

1 The rainy feafon commenced, and the rqads 
were fhut. up by the inundation. The R^a de- 
fcended from the mountains, furrounded the 

Bengal 
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Bengal ^txny^ fldrmiflied with them, and cut 
off their provifions, till they were reduced to 
fuch ftraits^ that they were all, in a fhort 
time, either killed or made prifoners. 

In the fame manner Mohammed Sh^h^ the 
fon of ToGLUc Shabj who was king of fe- 
veral of the provinces of Hindujian^ fent a 
well-appointed army of a hundred thoufand 
cavalry to ponquer AJhm ; but they were all 
devoted to oblivion in that country of enchant- 
ment ; and no intelligence or veftigc of them 
remained. Another army was difpatched to 
revenge this difafter ; but when they arrived in 
^^f^g^fj they were panick-ftruck, and fhrunk 
from the enterprize ; becaufe if any perfon 
paffes the frontier into that diftrifl:, he has not 
leave to return. In the fiime manner, none of 
the inhabitants of that country are able to come 
out of it, which is the reafon that no accurate 
information has hitherto been obtained relative 
to that nation. The natives of Hindujlin con- 
fider them as wizards and magicians, and pro- 
nounce the name of that country in all their 
incantations and counter- charms. They fay, 
that every perfon who fets his foot there, is 
lender the influence of witchcraft, and cj^nnpt 
find the road to return. 

I, ^ Jeidej 
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Jeidej Sjno *, the Rdj^ oi Ajam^ bears tha 

title of Swergiy ox Celejiial. S%verg^ in the 

Hi$uiufianl language, means Heaven* That 

frantick and vain^gloriovs prince is fo cxccl^ 

iively fbolifb and miH^ken, as to believe tha4: 

his vicious anceftors were foVereigns of the 

heavenly hoft ; and that one of them, being 

inclined tb vifit the eanh', defcendcd by a 

golden ladder* Aftw he had been employee! 

ibme time in regulating and governing his new 

kingdom, he became fo attached to it, that he 

fixed his abode in it, and never retiirped. 

In (hort, when we coniider the peculiar cir- 
cumftances of AJamv that the cDtlhtry is fpa** 
cious, populous, and hard to be penetrated; 
that it abounds in perils and dangers \ that the 
paths and roads are hefet with difficulties ; that 
jtheobftacles to the qonqueft of it are more than 
can be defcribed ; that the inhabitants are a 
favagc tace, ferocious in their manners, and 
brutal in their behaviour ; that they are of a 
gigantic appearance, enterprizing, intrepid, trea^ 
cherous, well armed, and more numerous than 
can be conceived ; that they refift and attack 
the enemy from fecure poftfe, and are always 
prepared for battle j that they polfefs forts as 

♦- Properly Jay(i4hweija Sinhia^ or the Jsion y^iib jPanners 
4f Cbnuttejh 
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high as heaven, garriibned by brave (bldiers^ 

and plentifully fupplied with warlike ftorest 

the redu^ioa of each of which would require 

a long fpace of time i that the way wa$ ob. 

ftru6:ed by thick and dangerous bulhes, and 

broad and boifterous rivers : when we confider 

ti)efe circumftances^ we (hall wonder that 

this countiy, by die aid of God, and the au<^ 

ipiccs of his Majefly, was conquered by the 

imperial army, and became a place for erecting 

the ftandard of the faith. The haughty and 

infblent heads of &vpral of the deteflable uifa^ 

mans, who ftretch the necl( ^prid^, ai^d who 

are devoid of reli^on, and remote from GoDt 

were bruifed by the hoofs of the horfes of the 

vi£torious warriors. The Mff/e/man heroes ex« 

perieaced the comfort of fighting for their re^ 

ligion ; aod the bleflings of it reverted to the 

fovereignty of his juft and pious Majefly, 

The Rdja^ whofe foul had been enflaved by 
pride, aqd who had been bred up in the habit of 
prefuming on the fbbility of his own govern- 
ment, never dreamt of this rcvcrfe of fortune ; 
but being now overtaken by the puni(hment 
due to his crimes, fled, as has been before 
mentioned, with feme of his nobles, attendants^ 
jind family, and a' few of his efFe<9:s, to the 
fountains of Camruf. That fpot, by its bad 
air and water> and confined fpace, is rendered 
L 4 |ho 
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the worft pjacd in the world, or rather it is ono 
of the pits of h?ll, , The Rdjas officers and 
ibldi^rs, by his orders, croll'?d the 'Ohoftec^ 
and fettled in the fpacious ifland between that 
and the Brahmaputra^ which contains nume- 
rous forefts and thickets. A few took refugrf 
in other moimtains, and watched an opportu-i 
nity of committing hoftilities. 

Ca'mru'p is a country on the fide of T>ac^ 
Jhinculy fituated between three high mountainst 
at the diftance of four days journey from Gher^ 
gong. It is remarkable for bad water, noxious 
air, and confined profpcds. Whenever tho 
Raja ufed to be angry with any of his fubje<9:s, 
he fent them thither. The roads are difficult 
to pa fs, infomueh that a foot-traveller proceeds 
with the greateft inconvenience. There is one 
foad wide enough for a horfe ; but the begin- 
ning of it contains thick foreftb for about half a 
cofs. Afterwards there is a defile, which is 
flony and full of water. On gach fide is a 
mountain towering to the iky, 

The Imperial General remained fbmc days 
\xiGh:rgo7ig^ where he \yas employed in regu- 
lating the affairs of the country, enqoufaging 
thepeafants, and CQlle<lling the effefts of thei 
]^jci. Hp repeatedly read the Khot^ehj or 
prayer, containing the name and titles of the 
Prjnce of the Age, Kin^ 6f Kings, Alemceeh, 

po^c^yerpi' 
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Conqueror of the World, and adorned the 
^es of the coins with the Imperial improilion* 
At this time there were heavy Ihowers, accom^ 
panied with violent wind, for two or three 
days ; and all the figns appeared of the rainy 
feafon, which in that country fets in before it 
does in HinduJliLn. The General exerted him- 
felf in eftablifhing pofts, and fixing guards, for 
keeping open the roads and fupplying the army 
with provifions. He thought now of fecuring 
himfelf during the rains, and determined, after 
th. Iky ihould be cleared from the clouds, the 
lightning ceafe to illuminate the air, and the 
fwelling of the water (hould fubfide, that the 
army fliould again be fct in motion againft the 
Rajh and his attendants, and be employed in 
delivering the country from the evils of theif 
exiftence. 

The Author then mentions feveral (kir- 
mifhes which happened between the Rdjc^s 
forces and the Imperial troops, in which the 
latter were always viftorious. He concludes 
thus : 

At length all the villages of Dacjhincul fell 
into the pofleffion of the Imperial army. Se- 
veral of the inhabitants and peafants, from the 
difFufion of the fame of his Majefty^s kind- 
nefs, teudernefs, and juftice, fubmitted to 
hi$ government, ?ind were protected in their 

habitations 
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habitations and property. The inhabitants of 
Uttarcul alfo becao^e obedient to his comnunds^ 
His Majefty rejoiced, when he heard the news 
erf this cooqueft, and rewarded the General 
with a coftly dreis, ^nd other diftingvifliing 
marks of his favour. 

Thb Narrative, to which this is a Supple* 
roent, gives a concife hiftory of the military 
expedition into ^Jam. In this defcription the 
Author has flopt at a period, when the Impe-* 
rial troops had poflefled themfelves of the Ca^ 
pital, and were mafters of any part of the 
plain -country which the/chofe to occupy or 
over-run* The fequel diminilhes the cr^it of 
the conqueft, by fliowing that it was tempo-« 
rary, and that the Rdjct did not forget his ufual 
policy of harraffing the invading army during 
the rainy feafon : but this conduct produce4 
only the effe^ of diftreffing and difgufting i\ 
with the fervice, inftead of abiblutely deftroy-e 
ing it, as his predeceflbrs had deftroyed former 
adventurers* Yet the conclufion of this war is 
far from weakening the panegyrick which the 
Author has pafled upon the Imperial Genera], 
to whom a difFcrence of fituation afforded aii 
opportunity of difplaying additional virtues, and 
of clofing diat life with heroick fortitude, which 
he had always hazarded in the field with mar- 
tial fpirit. His name and titles were, Mir 

JUMLEHj^ 
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JuMLEH, MoAzziM Khan^ Kbani Kbunan^ 
Sifdffi Sa'i.a'r, 

REMARK. 

Thb preceding account of the yijamlans^ 
who arc probably fuperior in all refpefts to the 
Moguls ^ exhibits a fpecimea of the black ma* 
Ugnity and frantick intolerance with which it 
was ufualy in the reign of Aurangzi'b, to 
treat all thofe whom the crafty, cruel, and 
avaricious Emperor was pleafed to condemn as 
iinfideU and barbaiians* 
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ON THE 

MANNERS, RELIGION, and LAWS 

O F T H E 

C U C I s, 

O R 

MOUNTAINEERS OF T?PRA* 

COMMUNICATED IN PSftSIAN, 

BY JOHN RAWLINS, ESQ^ 



TH E inhabitants of the mountainous 
diftridts to the eaft of Bengal give the 
name of Pa'tiya'n to the Being who created 
the Univerfe ; but they believe, that a Deity 
exifts in every Tree, that the Sun and Moon 
are Gods, and that, whenever they worfhip 
thofe fubordinate divinities, Pa'tiya'n is 
pleafed. 

If any one among them put another to 
death the Chief of the Tribe, or other per- 
fons, who bear no relation to the deceafed, 
have no concern in punifliing the murderer ; 
but if the murdered perfon have a brother, 
or other heir, he may take blood for blood ; 
xiot has any man whatever a right to prevent or 
oppofe fuch retaliation. 

When 
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When a man is dctc^ed in the comrtiiffion 
of theft or othet atrocious offence, the Chief- 
tain caufes a rccompence to be giveft to the 
complainant, and reconciles both parties ; but 
the Chief himfelf receives a cuftomary fine } 
and each party gives a feaft of pork, of other 
meat, to the people of his refpe6live tribe. 

In ancient times it was not a cuftom among 
them to cut off the heads of the womea 
whom they found in the habitations of their 
enemies ; but it happened once, that a woman 
alked another, why (he came fb late to her bu- 
fincfs of fbwing grain : (he anfwered, that her 
hufband was gone to battle, and that the ne- 
ceflity of preparing food and other things for 
him had occafioned her delay. This anfwer 
was overheard by a man at enmity with her 
hu(band ; and he was filled with refentment 
againft her, confidering, that as (he had pre- 
pared food for her hufband for the purpofe of 
fending him to battle againft his tribe, fo in 
general, if women were not to remain at home, 
their hufbands couid not be fupplied with pro- 
Vifion, and confequently could not make war 
ivith advantage. From that time it became a 
tonftant praftice, to cut off the heads of the 
taemy^s women ; efpecially if they happen 
to be pregnant, and therefore confined to their 
houfes ; and this barbarity is carried fo far, 

that 
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that If a Cue} aflail the houfc of an enemy, 
inBi-Jlj:ill a woman with child; fo that he may 
bring two heads, he acquires honour and cele- 
brity in his tribe, as the deftroyer of two foe* 
at once. 

As to the marriages of this wild nation ; 
when a rich man has made a contni(a of mar* 
tiage, he gives fouf or five head of gajrd/s (the 
cattle of the mountains) to the father and mo- 
ther of the bride, whom he carries to his own 
houfe : her parents then kill the gayals^ and, 
having prepared fermented liquors and boiled 
rice with other eatables, invite the father, mo- 
ther, brethren, and kindred of the bridegroom 
to a nuptial entertainmait* When a man of 
fmall property is inclined to marry, and a mu« 
tual agreement is made, a fimilar method is 
followed in a lower degree ; and a man may 
marry any woman, except his own mother. 
If a married couple live cordially together, and 
have a fon, the wife is fixed and irremovcaUe ; 
but if they have no fon, and efpecially if they 
live together on bad terms, the hulband may 
divorce his wife, and marry another womaij. 

They have no idea of heaven or hell, the 
reward of good, or the punifhment of bad, 
actions ; but they profefs a belief, that when 
a perfon dies, a certain fpirit comes and fcizcs 
his Ibul, which he carries away j and thati 

whatever 
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whatever tlw fpirit promif es to give at the in- 
(bnt when the body dies^ will be found and 
enjoyed by (he dead ; but that, if any one 
(hould take up the corpfe and carry it off, he 
would not find the treafure. 

The food of this people confifts of elephants, 
hogs, deer, and other animals ; of which if 
they find the carcafies or limbs in the forefls, 
they dry them and eat them occafionally* 

When they have refolved on war, they fend 
fpics^ before hoftilitics are begun, to learn the 
dations and flrength of the enemy, and the 
condition of the roads : after which they march 
in the night ; and two or three hours before 
day-*light, make a fudden aiiault with fwords, 
lances, and arrows : if their enemies are com- 
pelled to abandon their flation, the allailants 
infbmtly put to death all the males and females, 
who are left behind, and ftrip the houfcs of all 
their furniture ; bdt, fhould their adverfaries, 
having gained intelligence of the intended af- 
fault, be refolitte enough to meet them in battlct 
and fhould they find themfelves over-matched^ 
they fpeedily retreat and quietly return to their 
own habitations* If at any time they ice a 
ftar very near the moon, they fay, ** To-night 
•* we (hall undoubtedly be attacked by fomc 
" enemy ;" and they pafs that night under 
arms with extreme vigilance. They often lie 

in 
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in ambudi in a fofeft iicar the path whercf theit 
foes are ufed to pafs and repaft, waiting for the 
.enemy with difFerent forts of weapons, and 
killing every man or woman who happens to 
pafs by : in this iituation, if a leech, or a 
Worm, or a fnake fhould bit^ one of them, he 
tears the pain in perfect filence ; and whoever 
can bring home the head of an enemy, which 
he has cut off, is furc to be diftinguiftied and 
exalted in his nation. When two hoftile tribes 
appear to have equal force in battle, and neither 
has hopes of putting the other to flight, they 
make a fignal of pacifick mtentiojis, and fend- 
ing agents reciprocally, foon; conclude a treaty ; 
after which they kill feveral head of gay ah ^ and 
feaft on their flefh, calling on the Sun and 
Moon to bear witnefs of the pacification : but 
if one fide, unable to refift the enemy, be 
thrown into <iiforder,' the vanquifhed tribe is 
confldered as tributary to the vidors; who 
every year receive from them a dertain number 
of gaylilsy wooden diflies, weapons, and Other 
^acknowledgements of vaflalage Before they 
go to battle they put a quantity of roafted dlu^s 
(efculent roots like potatoesy and pafte of rice- 
flour into the hollow of bambu's, and add to 
them a provilion of dry rice with fome leathei'n 
hags full of liquor : then they afiemble, add 
march with fuch celerity, that in one 6xy. 

they 
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ibey perform a jouruey ordinarily made by 
letter-carriers in three H>r four days, fince they 
have not the trouble and delay of drefling vic- 
tuals. When they reach the place to be at- 
tacked^ they furround it in the night, and at 
«rly dawn enter it, putting to death both 
young and old, women and children ; except 
fuch as they chufe to bring away captive : they 
put the headsj which they cut otf", into lea- 
them bags ; and, if the blood of their ene- 
mies be on their hands, they take care not to 
mrafh it off When, after this flaughter, they 
take their own food, they thruft a part of what 
they eat iirto the mouths of the heads, which 
they have brought away, faying to each of 
thenj^ " Eat ; quench thy third ; and fatisfy 
** thy appetite : as thou haft been llain by my 
' ** hand, fo may thy kinfmen be flain by my 
'• kinfmen !** During their journey, they 
have ufually two fuch meals ; and every watch, 
or two watches, they fend intelligence of their 
proceedings to their femilies : when any one of 
them, fends word, that he has cut off the head 
of an enemy, the people of his family, what- 
ever be their age or iex, exprefs great delight, 
makinjg caps and ornaments of red and black 
ropes ; then filling fome large vcflcls with fer- 
meoted liquors, and decking themielves with 
all the trinkets they poflefs, they go forth to 
Vol. II. M meet 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



l62 ON THE MANNERS, RELIGION, AKDLAWlS^ 

meet the conqueror, blowing larg* fhells, and 
flriking plates of metal, with other rude in* 
ftruments of muiick. When both parties are 
met, they fhow extravagant joy, men and -wo- 
men dancing and finging together ; and, if a 
married man has brought an enemy^s head, his 
wife wears a head-drefs with gay ornaments^ 
the hufband and wife alternately pour fer- 
mented liquor into each other's mouths, and 
flie wa(hes his bloody hands with the lame li- 
quor which they are drinking : thus they gore- 
yelling, with exceffive merriment, to their place 
of abode ; and, having piled up the heads o^ 
their enemies in the court-yard of their chief- 
tain's houfe, they ling and dance round the 
pilp; after which they killfome gdja/s and 
hogs with their fpears, and, having boiled the. 
fleih, makeafeaft on it, and drink the fer- 
mented liquor. The richer men of this race 
faften the heads of their foes on a ban^u, and 
fix it on the graves of their parents ; by which " 
ad they acquire great reputation. He, who 
brings back the head of a flaughtered enemy^ 
receives prefents from the wealthy of ciatde 
and ipirituous liquor; and, if any captives are 
brought alive, it is this prerogative of thofe 
chieftains, who were not in the campaign, to 
Urike off the heads of the captives. Their 
Weapons arc made by particular tribes ; for^ 

feme 
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fiHneof them are unable to fabricate inftru* 
Inents c^ war. 

In regard tp their civil inftitutions ; the 
whole management of their houfhold a^irs 
bdoi^gs to the women ; while the men are em- 
t^jred in clearing forefts^ building huts^ cul- 
tivating land^ making war^ or hunting game 
and wild beafts. Five ^ys (they never 
reckon by months or years) after the birth of a 
m^e child^ and three days after that of a fe- 
txmics ^hey entertain their femily and kinfmeh 
with boiled rice and fermented licpior ; and the 
parents of the child partake of the feaft ; they 
be^ the ceremony with fixing a pole in the 
court-yiird ; and then, killing a gayil or a 
hog with a lance, they confecrate it to their 
ddty ; after which all the party eat the flefh 
and drink liquor, clofing the day with a dance 
and with fongs. If any one among them be {o 
deformed, by nature, or by accident, as to be 
unfit for the propagation of his fpccies, he 
gives up all thought of keeping houfc, and 
begs for his fubfiftence, like a religious men- 
dicant^ from door to door, continually dancing 
and finging. When fuch a perfon goes to the 
houfe of a rich and liberal man, the owner of 
the houfe ufually firings together a number of 
red and white floncs, and fixes one end of the 
ftrmg on a long cane, io that the other end 
M 2 may 
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may hang doWii to the ground ; then, p^yici^ 
a kind of fuperftitious homage to the pebbles, 
Ke gives alms- to the beggar; after which he 
kills a gajraJ and a hog^ and fome othbr qua- 
drupeds, and invkes his tribe to a fcaft r the 
giver of fiKh an entertainment acquires extra- 
ordinary fame in the nation ; and all unite in 
applauding him with every token of hottomr 
and reverence^ 

When a Cue) dies, all his kinfmen join in 
killing a hog and zgaydl; and, having boiled 
the meat, pour lome liquor into the mouth of 
th6 deceafed, round whofe body they twift ^ 
piece of cloth by way of fhroud : all of thech 
tafte the feme liquor as an offerli>g tb his^ Ibul ; 
and this ceremony they repeat at intervals for 
leveral days. Then they lay the body on a 
flage, and kindling a fire under it, pierce i^ 
with a fpit and dry it ; when it is perfeftly 
dried, they cover it with two or three folds of 
cjloth ; and, enclofing it in a little cafe within 
a cheft, bury it under ground. All the fruits 
and flowers, that they gather within a year 
after the burial, they fcatter on the grav? of 
the deceafed ; but fome bury their dead in a 
xlifFerent manner ; covering them firft with a 
fliroud, then with a mat of woven reeds, and 
h:inging them on a high tree. Some, whea 
the flefh is decayed, wafh the bones, and keep 

them 
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them dry in a bowl, which they open on every 

Tudden emergence; and, fancying ihemfelves 

at a confulcation with the bones, purfuc what- 

-cver meafures they think proper; alledgiog, 

that they aft by the command of their departed 

parents and kinfmeii* A widow is obliged to 

remain a whole ye^r o^ar the grave of her huf-* 

feand, where her fiimily bring her food ; if (he 

die within the year, they mourn for her ; if (he 

live, they carry her back to her hou(e, where 

all her relations are entertained with the ufual 

feaft of the Cuct's. 

If the deceafed leave three (bns, the eldeft 
and the yoimgeft (hare all his property; but 
the middle (on takes nothing : if he have no 
Ions, his e(^ate goes to his brothers, and, if he 
have no bro(hpr$, it efcheats to the Chief of the 
tribe, 

NOTE. 

A F ARTY of CucYs vifitcd the late Charlfs 
Croptes, Efq. zt Jd/araia J in tliefpringof 
1776, and entertained him with a dance : they 
promiled to return after their harveft, and 
ifeemed much plea(ed with their reception. 
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B 4 r A 

^NDIANGROSS, P]EAK» 

BY ATHAR ALJ KH^J?, Of PSHL). 



THE little bird caUed J?/^^ InHmJh Berm 
her a in Sanfcfit^ Bai^Tf in the dialed (^ 
Bengah Ctbii in PerJioHf ?ind J^nawwit ia 
Arabick^ from his remarkably popdeut neftf 
is rather larger thaii a fparrow, with yellowt 
brown plumage, a ycjlowifli head and feet, 9 
light-coloured breaft, and a cbnick beak, very 
thick in proportion to his body. This bird 1$ 
exceedingly common in Htndufldn : he ig 
aftonifliingly fenfible, faithful, and 4oci|e^ iw;^ 
ver voluntarily defcrtipg the place where hia 
young were hatched, but not averfe, like mo^ 
other birds, to the fociety of mankind, aqd eafily 
taught to perch on the h^nd of his mafter. Ii^ 
a ftate of nature he generally builds his neft on 
t:hf higheft tree that he can find, efpecially on th^ 

pajmyr^, 
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palmyra, or on xht Indian fig-tree, and he pre* 
fisrs that which happens to overhang a well or 
a rivulet : he makes it of grafs, which he 
weaves like cloth^ and fhapeslike a large bottle, 
fufpendiog it firmly on the branches, but fo as 
to rock with the wind, and placing it with its 
entrance downwards to fecure it from birds of 
prey. His neft ufually corififts of two or three 
chambers ; and it is the popular belief, that he 
lights them with fire-flies, which he catches 
alive at night, and confines with moift clay, or 
with cow-dung ; that fuch flies are often fbuud 
in his neft, where pieces of cow-dung are alfo 
fluck, is indubitable ; but as their light could 
he.of little ufe to him, it feems probable that 
he pnly feeds on them. He may be taught 
with eafe to fetch a piece of paper, or any fmall 
thing that his mafter points out to him ; it is 
an attefted hGt^ that if a ring be dropped into 
a deep well, and a fignal given to him, he will 
fly down with amazing celerity, catch the ring 
before it touches the water, and bring it up to 
his mailer with apparent exultation ; and it is 
confidently aflcrted, that if a houfe or any 
other place be fhown to him once or twice, he 
will carry a note thither imnwdiately on a pro- 
per fignal being made. One inftance of his 
docility I can myfelf mention with confidence, 
having often been an eye-witnefs of it. The 
M 4 youn^ 
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jroung H/VzdW women at Bandresj and m other 
peaces, wear very thin plated of gold, called 
tica^s^ (lightly fixed by way of ornament be- 
tween their eye-brows, and when they pafs 
through theftreets, ic is not yncopimon for the 
youthful libertines, who amufc themfelve* 
with training BayaSy to give them a fignal,^ 
which they underftand, and fend them to 
pluck the pieces of gold frpm the foreheads of 
their miftrefles, which they bring ip triumph 
to the lovefs. The Eayd. feeds naturally ou 
grafs- hoppers and other infers, but will fubfift, 
when tame, on pulfe macerated in water : his. 
flefh is. warm and drying, of eafy digeftion, 
and repomrnended in medical books, as a folvent 
C|f jfione In the bladder or kidney S ; but pf that 
Virtue there is no fufficient proof. The female 
lays many beautiful eggs refembling large 
|>earls ; the white of them, when they are 
boiled, is tranfparent, and the flavour of them 
is exquifitely delicate. When many Baya^s are 
alTembled on a high tree, they make a lively 
din, but it is rather chirping than finging : 
their want of mufical talents is, however, amply 
fupplied by their w onderful fngacity, in which 
they are not excdled by any feathered inhabi-s 
tcintspf the foreft, • 
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AN 

ACCOUNT 

OF T HE 

KINGDOM DP NE'PA'L, 

BY 

FATHER GIUSEPPE, PREFECT OF THE 
ROMATf MISSION* 

COMMUNICATED BY JOHN SHORE, ESQ^ 



TH E kingdom of Nipal is fituatcd to the 
north eaft of Fatna at the diftance of ten 
cr eleven days' journey from that city. The 
common road to it lies through the kingdom 
of Macwanpur ; but the Miffionaries and many 
other perfons enter it on the Betiia quarter. 
Within the diftance of four days' journey from 
Nepdl the road is good in the plains of Hln^ 
duftariy but in the mountains it is bad, narrow, 
and dangerous. At the foot of the hills the 
country is called Tenant ; and there the air is 
very ijiiwholefome from the middle of March 

to 
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to the middle of November ; and people in their 
parage catch a diforder called in the language 
of that country Aul, which is a putrid fever, 
and of which the generality of people who arc 
attacked with it die in a few days ; but on the 
plains there is no appreheniion of it. Al« 
though the road be very narrow and inconve- 
nient ibr three or four days at the pafles of the 
hills, where it is neceflary to crofs and recrofs 
the river more than fifty times, yet, on reaching 
the interior mountain before you defcend, you 
have an agreeable profpedl of the extenfive plain 
of Nepdly refembling an amphitheatre covered 
with populous towns and villages : the circum- 
ference of the plain is about two hundred miles, 
a little irregular and furrounded by hills on all 
£des, ib that no perfbn can enter or come out 
of it without pafling the motm tains. 

There are three principal cities in the plain, 
each of which was the capital of an independent 
kingdom; the principal city of the three is 
fituated to the northward of the plain, and is 
called Cafhmandu : it contains about eighteen 
thoufand houfes ; and this kingdom from fouth 
to north extends to the diftance of twelve or 
thirteen days* journey as far as the borders of 
^ibety and is almoft as extenfive from eaft to 
weft. The king of Cat^hmdndu has always 
about fifty thoufand foldiers in hi? fervlce. The 

fecop4 
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IJscond city to the fouthwcft of Cat^hmandu i» 
called Leiit Pattan^ where I redded about four 
JTears; it contains near twenty-four thoufand 
houfes ; die fbuthern boundary of this kingdom 
is at the diftanceof four days' journey, bordeiing 
cm the kingdom of Macwanpur. The third prin* 
cipal city to the eaft of Lelit Pattern is called 
Whdt^dni it contains about twelve thouland 
families, extends towards the eaft to the diftance 
of five or fix days* journ^, and borders upon 
another nation, alio independent, called Grdtas^ 
who profefs no religion. Befides thefe three 
principal cities, there are many other large and 
left confideraWe towns or fortreffes, one' of 
which is T/W and another Cipoti^ each of which 
contains about eight thoufand houfes, and is 
very populous : all thofe towns both great and 
fmall are well built ; the houfes are conftniAed 
of bricl^ and are three or four ftories high ; 
Aeir apartments are not lofty ; they have doors 
find windows of wood well worked and ar- 
ranged with great regularity. The ftreets of 
all their towns are paved with brick or ftone, 
with a regular declivity to carry off the water. 
In almoft every ftreet of the capital towns there 
are alfo good wells made of ftone, from which 
the water pafles through feveral ftone canals 
for the public benefit. In every town there are 
for^e fq^afe varandas well built, for the accom- 
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iDodaliott of traveller^ and the public : tbcfc, 
varandas are called Palij and there are alio, 
many of them as well as wells in differenc 
parts of the country for public ufe. There are 
alio, on the outfide of the great towns, fmall - 
fquare jr^erToirs of water feced with brick,, 
with a good road to walk upon, and a large 
flight of fteps for the convenience of thofe who 
choofe to bathe, A piece of water of this 
kind on the outfide of the city of Qii^bmdnclu 
was at leaft two hundred feet long on each fide 
of the fquare, and every part of its workman- 
ship had a good appearance. 

The religion of Nepal is of two kinds : the 
more antient is profefled by-many people who 
call thcmfelves Baryefu ; they pluck out all the 
hair from their heads ; their drefs is of coarie 
red woollen cloth, and they wear a cap of the 
fame : they are confidered as people of the re- 
.ligious order, and their religion prohibits them 
from marrying, as it is with the Lamas of Tibet^ 
from which country their religion was origi- 
nally brought ; but in Nepal they do not ol>» 
ferve this rule, except at their difcrc;tion ; they 
have large monafterics, in which every one has 
a feparate apartment or place of ajjode ; they 
obferve alfo particular feftivals, the principal of 
Which is called Tatra in their language, and 
continues a month or longer according to thq 

pleafurc 



Digitized by VaOOQ IC 



THB ItlKGDdM OP WEPAt. 173 

^Icafure of the king. The ceremony coniifts 
in drawing an idol, which at Lelit Pattan is 
called Baohero ♦, in a large and richly orna- 
mented car, covered with gilt copper; round 
about the idol Aaud the king and the principal 
Baryefus \ and in this manner the vehicle is al- 
rooft eveiy day drawn through fome one of the 
ftreets of the city by the inhabitants, who run 
about beating and playing upon every kind of 
inftrument their country affdrds, which make 
an inconceivable noife. 

The other religion, the more common of 
the two, is that of the BfahmenSj and is the 
fame as is followed in Hlndujlin^ with the dif- 
ference, that in the latter country the Hindus 
being mixed with the Mohammedans^ their re- 
ligion alfo abounds with many prejudices, and 
is not ftriftly obferved ; whereas in NipaU where 
there are no Mufelmans (except one Cajhmirian 
merchant), the jH/W« religion is praftiled in its 
greateft purity : every day of the month they 
clafsiunder its proper name, when certain fa* 
crifices arc to be performed and certain prayers 
offered up in their temples : the places of wor- 
(hip are ixjore in number in their towns than, 
1 believe, are to be found in the moft populous 

♦ I fuppofc a name of Bbagavat or Crijhna ; but Bharga 
is Mabadeva^ and Bajri or Fajri means the Thunderer. • 
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and mdft flourifhing cities of Chrlfiefidcmii 
many of thfettt are magnificent according to 
their ideas of architedufe, and donftrudcd at vL 
very coniidefabl* expence j fome of thetn have 
four or five fcJUafc (Jiipolas, and in forae of thd 
temples two or threeof the extrettic cupolas^ as 
well as the doors and tvlndows of them, are 
decorated with gilt copf)er. 

In the city of Lelit PattdH' the temple c«r 
^AGHEko was contiguous to my habitation, 
and was more valuable, on account of the g()ldi 
filver and jewels it contained, than even the 
houfe of the king, befldes the large temples 
there are alfo many fmiall ones, which haVcf 
flairs, by which a fingle perfon may afcend^ 
on the out fide all around them ; aftd feme, of 
thofe fmall temples have four fides, others fix, 
with fmall ftone or marble pillars polifhed Very 
fti^ooth, with two or three pyramidal ftories, 
and all their ornaments well gilt, and neatly 
worked according to their ideas of tafte : and I 
think that, if Europeans fhould ever gq intQ 
Ni^ilj they might take fome models from 
thofe little temples, efpecially from the two 
which ar» in the great court of Lelit Pattan 
before the royal palace : on the outfide of fome 
of their temples there are alfo great fquare 
pillars of fingle flones from twenty to thirty 
itm high, upon which they place their 
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idols fuperbly gilt. The grcatcft number 
of their temples have a good ftone fbircafe in 
the middle of the four fquares^ and^ at the end 
of each flight of flairs, there are lines cut out 
of ftone on both fides : around about their 
temples there are alio bells, which the people 
ring on particular occafions, and when they 
are at prayers ; many cupolas are alio quite 
filled with little bells hanging by cords in the 
infide about the diftance of a foot from each 
other, which make a great noife on that quarter 
where the wind conveys the found. There are 
not only fuperb temples in their great cities but 
alfo within their caftles. 

To the eaft ward ofCat^bmdnJii^ at th- diftance 
of about two or three miles, there is a place 
called 5l?/i/, by which there flows a fmall river, 
the water of which is efteemed holy according 
to their fuperftitious ideas, and thither they 
carry people of high rank, when they are 
thought to be at the point of death : at this 
place there is a temple, which is not inferior to 
the beft and richeft in any of the capital cities. 
They alfo have it on tradition, that, at two or 
three places in Nepdl^ valuable treafures are 
concealed under ground : one of thofe places 
they believe is 7otUy but no one is permitted to 
make ufe of them except the king, and that 
pnly in cafes of neceffity. Thofe treafures, 

they 
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they fay, have been accumtilatedln ttii? itianflei* i 
when any temple had become very rich from 
the ojSerings of the people, it was deftroyed> 
and deep vaults dug under ground one above 
another, in which the gold, filver, gilt copper, 
jewels, and every thing of vafue were depofited^ 
When I was in Nepd/^ Gainfrejas, king of 
Cafhtndndu^ being in the utmoft diftrefs iot 
money to pay his troops, in order to fupport 
himfelf againft P.rit'hwi'na^ra'yan, ordered 
fearch to be made for the tjeafures of T[:dliii, 
and, having dug to a confiderable depth trnder 
ground, they came to the firft vault, from 
which his people took to the value of a lae of 
rupees in gilt copper, with which Gainpreja* 
paid his troops, cxclufive of a number of fmall 
figures in gold or gilt copper, which the pedplc 
who had made' the fearch had privately carried 
off: and thi^ I know very well ; becaufe one 
evening as! was Walking in the country afopc, 
a poor man, whom I met on the roacJ, made 
me an offer of a figure of an idol in gold of 
copper gilt, which might be five or fix ficca 
weight, and which he cautioufly preferved 
under his arm-; but I declined accepting it. The 
people of Gainpkejas had not completely 
emptied the fiift vault, when the army of 
Prithwi^na'^raV AN arrived at Tolu^ pdfTeflcd 
thcmfelves of the place where the treafure 
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WAS dcpoiitcd^ and clofcd the door of the vault, 
having firil replaced all the copper there had 
been on the outfide. 

To the weftward alfo of the great city of 
Lelit PattaHj at the diftance of only three 
miles, is a caftle called Bangaj in which there 
is a magnificent temple : no one of the mif*» 
fionaries ever entered into this caftle, bccaufc 
the people who have the care of it, have fuch a 
Icfupulous veneration for this temple, that no 
perfon is permitted to enter it with his (hoes on j 
ami the miffionaries, unwilling to fhew fuch 
refpeft to their falfe deities, never entered it. 
But when I was at Nejya/^ this caftle being in 
the pofleffion of the people of Gorc'ha, the 
commandant of the caftle and of the two forts 
which border on the road, being a friend of the 
raiflionaries, gave me an invitation to his houfe, 
as he had occaiion for a little phyfick for him- 
felf andfome of his people : I then, under the 
protection of the commandant, entered the 
caftle feveral times, and the people durft not 
oblige me to take off my flioes. One day, 
when I was at the commandant's houfe, he had 
occaiion to go into the varanda, which is at the 
bottom of the great court facing the temple, 
where all the chiefs dependent upon his orders 
were affcmbled, and where alfo was collefted 
the wealth of the temple ; and, wiihing to 

Vol. il. N fpeak 
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fpeak to me before I went away, he called mc 
into the varanda. From this incident I obtained 
a fight of the temple, and then paffcd by the 
great court which was in front : it is entirely 
marble aUnoft blue, but interfperfed with large 
flowers of bronze well difpofed to form the 
pavement of the great court-yard, the magni- 
ficence of which aftoniflied me, and I do not 
believe there is another equal to it in Europe. 

Besides the magnificence of the temples^ 
which their cities and towns contain, there arc 
many other rarities. At Cafhmandu on one 
fide of the royal garden there is a large foun- 
tain, in which is one of their idols called 
Narayan. This idol is of blue ftone, crowned 
and fleeping on a mattrafs alfo of the fame kind 
of ftone, and the idol and the mattrafs appeal? 
as floating upon the water. This ftone ma- 
chine is very large : I believe it to be eighteen 
or twenty feet long and broad in proportion, 
but well worked and in good repair. 

In a wall of the royal palace of Cat^hmanJii, 
which is built upon the court before the. palace, 
there is a great ftone of a fingle piece, which 
is abput fifteen feet long, and four or five feet 
thick ; on the top of this great ftone, there 
are four fquare holes at equal diftances from 
each other ; in the infide of the wall they pouir 
water into the holes, and in the- court fide* 

each 
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each hole having a clofed canal, every perfon 
may draw water to drink : at the foot of the 
ftone is a krge ladder, by which people afcend 
to drink ; but the curiofity of the ftone confifts 
in its being quite covered with charafters of dif- 
ferent languages cut upon it. Some lines con- 
tain the charafters of the language of the* 
country ; others the characters of Tibet ^ others 
Perjian ; others Greeks beiides feveral others 
of different nations ; and in the middle there is a 
line oi Roman charafters ; which appears in this 
form, AVTOMNEW INTER LHIVERT; 
but none of the inhabitants have any know- 
ledge how they came there, nor do they know 
whether or not any European had ever been in 
Nepal before the miffionaries, who arrived 
there only the beginning of the prefent centu- 
ry. They are manifeftly two French names of 
feafbns, with an Englijh word between them. 

There is alfo to the northward of the city 
of Cafhmandk a hill called Simbi^ upon which 
are fbme tombs of the Lamas of Tibet, and other 
people of high rank of the fame nation : the 
monuments are conftrufted after various forms ; 
two or three of them are pyramidal, very high, 
and well ornamented ; fo that they have a very 
good appearance, and may be feen at a con- 
fiderable diftance : round thefe monuments arc 
remarkable ftones covered with charafters, 
N 2 ' which 
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which probably are the iiifcriptions of fom* of 
the mhabitants of Tibet ^ whofe bones were in- 
terred there. The natives erf Nepal not only 
look upon the hill as facred, but imagine it is 
protefted by their idols ; and^ from this er*- 
foneous fuppofition^ never thought of ftationing 
troops there for the defence of it, although it 
be a poft of great importance, and only at a 
fliort mile*s diftance from the city : but during 
the tinje of hoftilities a party of Prit*hwi''na^- 
itA^YAN^s troops being purfued by thofe of 
<jrAiNPREjA», the former, to fave themfelves, 
fled to this hill, and, apprehending no danger 
from its guardian idols, they poflefled them- 
felves of it and ereftcd a fortification (in their 
own ftyle) to defend themfelves : in digging 
the ditches round the fort, which were adjoin- 
ing to the tombs, they found confiderable pieces 
of gold, with a quantity of which metal the 
corpfes of the grandees of Tibet are always in- 
terred; and when the war was ended, I mylelf 
weijit to fee the monuments upon the hill j. 

I BELIEVE that the kingdom oiNephl is very 
ancient, becaufe k haS always pi'eferved its pe- 
culiar language and independence ; but the 
caufe of its ruin is the diffeiifion which fubfifts 
among the three kings. After the death of 
their fovereign the nobles of Ldtt Pattan no^ 
minated for their king Gainprejas, a man 
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pofleflcd of the greateft influence in Nepal \ 
but (bmc years afterwards they removed him 
from his governnicnt, and conferred it upon 
the king of Bhatgdn ; but he alfo a ihort time 
afterwards was <lepofed ; and, after having put 
to death another king who fucceeded him, 
they made an offer of the government to 
PaiT*Hw/NA''RA''YAx, vvho had already com- 
menced war. Prit'hwiVa'ra'yan deputed 
one of his brothers, by name Delmerden 
Sa'h, to govern the kingdom of Lelit Pattan^ 
and he was in the aftual government of it 
when I arrived at Nepal \ but the nobles per- 
ceiving that Prit'iiwi'na'ra'vah ftill conti- 
nued to interrupt the tranquillitv of the king- 
dom, they di(cUimed all fubjedion to him, 
and acknowledged for their ibvereign Delmer- 
den Sa'h, who continued the war againft his 
brother Frit'hw/na'ra'y AN ; but feme years 
afterwards, they even depofed Delmerden 
Sa'h, and elc6led in his room a poor man of 
Lelit Pattan^ who was of royal origin. 

The king of Bhatgdn, in order to wage war . 
with the other kings of NJptil, had demanded 
affiftaiice from Frit'iiw/na'ka'yan ; but fee- 
ing that PKiT*HwfNA'RAS"AN was pofleffing 
himfelf of the country, he was obliged to de- 
fift, and to take meafures for the defence of his 
own pofleilions ; fo that the king of Gore ha ^ 
N 3 although 
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although he had been formerly a fubjeft of 
Gainprejas, taking advantage of thediflen- 
lions which prevailed among the other kings 
of Nepily attached to his party many of the 
mountain chiefs, promiling to keep them in 
poffeflion, and alfo to augment their authority 
and impprtance ; and, if any of them were 
guilty of a breach of faith, he feized their 
country as he had done to the kings of Marecajis^ 
although his relations. 

The king of Gere ha having already pof- 
fefledhimfelfof all the mountains which fur- 
round the pUin of Nepal^ began to defcend into 
the flat country, imagining he ihould be able to 
carry on his operations with the fame facility and 
fuccefs as had attended him on the hills ; and, 
having drawn up his army before a town, con- 
taining abouteightthoufandhoufe,(ituate upon a 
hill called C/r///«r, about a league's diftancefrom 
Cat^hmanSy employed his utmoft endeavours 
to get pofieflion ofitithe inhabitants oiCtrtipur 
receiving no fupport from the king of Lelit Fat-^ 
4?//, towhom they were fubje6t, applied for aflift- 
ancetoGAiNPREjASjwho immediately marched 
with his whole arniy to their relief, gave battle to 
thearmyof the king of Glrcha^ ^nd obtained a 
complete viftory. A brother of the king of 
Gere ha was killed on the field of battle ; and 
the king himfelf, by the ^(lift^nce of good 
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bearers, narrowly efcaped with his life by 
fleeing into the mountains : after the a£lion» 
the inhabitants of Ctrtipur demanded Gain- 
PREjAS for their king, and the nobles of the 
town went to confer with him on the bufinefs ; 
but, being all aflembled in the fame apartment 
with the king, they were all furprifed and 
feized by his people. After the feizure of thofe 
perfons, Gainprejas, perhaps to revenge 
himfelf of thcfe nobles for having refufed 
their concurrence to his nomination as king, 
privately caufed fome of them to be put to 
death ; another, by name Danuvanta, was 
led through the city in a woman's drefs, along 
with feveral others clothed in a ridiculous and 
whimfical manner at the expence of the nobles 
of Lelit Pattern. They were then kept in clofe 
confinement for a long time : at laft, after 
making certain promifes, and interefting all the 
principal men of the country in their behalf, 
Gaikprejas fet them at liberty. 

The king ofGorc^hci^ defpairing of his abi* 
lity to get pofleffion of the plain of Nepal by 
ftrength, hoped to efFeft his purpofe by caufing 
a famine, and with this defign ftationcd troops 
at all the pafles of the mountains to prevent any 
intercourfe with Nepal ; and his orders were 
moft'rigoroufly obeyed, for every perfon who 
was- found in the road with only a little fait or 
N 4. cotton 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



184. AK ACCOUNT or 

cottoii about him was hung upon a tree ; and 
he cauied all the inhabitants of a neighbouring 
village to be put to death in a moft cruel man- 
ner : even the women and children did not 
efcape, for having fupplied a little cotton to the 
inhabitants of Nepdl^ and when I arrived ir 
that country at the beginning of 1769, it was 
a moft hwrid fpeftacle to behold fa many people 
hanging on trees in the road. However, the 
king of Gore" ha being alfo difappointed in his 
expectations of gaining his end by this projeft, 
fomented diflenfions among the nobles of the 
three kingdoms of Nepdl^ and attached to his 
party many of the principal ones, by holding 
forth to them liberal and enticing promifes, 
for which purpofe he had about two thoufand 
Brahmens in his fervice. When he thougiithe 
had acquired a party fufficiently ftrong, he ad-. 
vanced a fecond time with his army to CirUpur, 
and laid iicge to it on the north- weft quarter, 
that he rnight avoid expofing his army between 
the two cities of Cafhuandu and Leltt Pattan^ 
Alter a ficge of feveral months, the king of 
Gcrc'ha demanded the regency of the town of 
Crttpur, when the commandant of the town, 
feconded by rhe approbation of the inhabitants, 
difpatchcd to him by an arrow a very imperti- 
nent and exafperating anfwer. The king of 
Girc^ha was fo niuch ep raged at this mode of 

pro- 
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procee<?ing, that he gave immediate orders to 
all his troops to ftorm the town on every fide : 
but the inhabitants bravely defended it, fo that 
all the efforts of his men availed him nothing ; 
and, when he faw that his army had failed of 
gaining the precipice, and that his brother named 
StTKU^PARATNA had fallen wounded by an ar- 
row, he was obliged to raife the fiege a fecond 
time, and to retreat with his army from C'lrti^ 
fur. The brother of the king was afterwards 
cured of his wound by our Father Michael 
Angelo, who is at prefent in Bett'ia. 

After the a<5l:ion the king of Gore" ha fcnt 
his army againft the king of Lamji^ (one of the 
twenty-four kings who reign to the wefl\^a^d 
oi Nepal)^ bordering upon his own kingdom of 
Gore ha : after many defperatc engagements ^n 
accommodation took place with the king of 
l^amji ; and the king of Gorc^h^ colIe£Hng all 
his forces, fent them for the third time to he- 
fiege C'trtipur^ and the army on this expedition 
was commanded by his brother Svru par atn a. 
The inhabitants of Ctrtlpur defended them- 
felves with their ufual bravery, and after a fiege 
of feveral months the three kings of I^cpal 
aflembledat Cafhmandu to march a body of 
troops to the relief o^ Ctrtlpur : one day in the 
afternoon they attacked fome of the 7'anas of 
the GorchianSj but did not fuccecd in forcing 

themji 
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tbem, becayfe the. king of Gore has party had 
been reinforced by, many of the nobility, who 
to ruin Gainprejas were willing to facrifice 
their own lives* The inhabitants of CirtipuK 
having already fuftain.ed fix or feven months 
liege, a noble of Lelit Pattan called Danu- 
VANTA fled to the Gore* ha party, and trea- 
cheroufly introduced their army into the town : 
the inhabitants might flill have defended them- 
felves, having many other fortrefles in the 
upper parts of the town to retreat to ; but the 
people at Gere* hi having publiflied a general 
amnefty, the inhabitants, greatly exhaufted hy 
the fatigues of a long fiege, furrendered them- 
f^Ive3 prifoners upon the faith of that promifc,. 
In the mean time the men of Gore* ha feized all 
the gates and fortreffes within the town ; but 
two days afterwards Prit^^wina^'ra^yani 
who was at Navaeuta (a long day's journey 
diflant) iflued an order to Suru'paratna his 
brother to put to death fome of the principal 
inhabitants of the town, and to cut off the 
riofes and lips of every one, even the infants 
who were not found in the arms of their mo- 
thers ; ordering at the fame time all the nofes 
and lips v^hich had teen cut off to be pre* 
ferved, that he rnight afcertaip how many fouls 
there were, and to change the name of the 
town into Najkatapur^ which fignifies the town 

9f 
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tif cut-nojes. The order was carried into cxccu* 
tion with every mark of horror and cruelty^ 
none efcaping but thofe who could play oa 
wind inftruments ; although Father Michael 
Angelo, who, without knowing that fuch art 
inhuman fcene was then exhibited, had gone 
to the houfe of Suru'paratna, interceded 
much in favour of the poor inhabitants : many 
of them put an end to their lives in defpair; 
others came in great bodies to us in fearch of 
medicines, and it was moft (hocking to fee fo 
many living people with their teeth and nofes 
refembling the fkuUs of the dece^fed. 

After the capture of Ctrttpur Prit'hwi- 
na'ra'yan difpatched immediately his army to 
lay fiege to the great city of Lelit Fatten. 
The Gorchians fur rounded half the city to the 
weftward with their Tanas^ and, my houfe 
being iituated near the gate of that quarter, I 
was obliged to retire to Cafhmandu to avoid 
being expofed to the fire of the befiegers. After 
raany engagements between the inhabitants of 
the town of Lelit Pattan and the men of 
Gorchh^ in which much blood was fpilled oa 
both fides, the former were difpofed to fur- 
render themfelves, from the fear of having 
their nofes cut off, like thofe at Grtipur^ and 
alfo their right hands, a barbarity the Gorc'hians 
Jiad threatened them with, unlefs they would 
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furrender within five days* One night all the 
Gorclmns quitted the fiege of Lelit Pattan to 
purfue the Engfipo army, which, under the 
command pf Captain Kinloch, had alreadjr 
taken SiduU^ an important fort at the foot of 
the Nepal hills, which border upon the king- 
dom of Tirhlit : but Captain Kinloch not be- 
ing able to penetrate the hills, either on the 
Si^i/i quarter or by the pafs at Hareapur^ in the 
kmgdiom oi Maawanpurj the army of Gdrchct 
returned to l^epdl to direft their operations 
againfl: the city of Cat^bmc:nM, where Gain- 
FREjAs was, who had applied for fuccour t0 
the Etfg/i/b. During the iiege of Cat^bmdndu 
the Brdhmens of Gorc'M came almoft every 
night into the city, to engage the chiefs of the 
people on the part of their king ; aud the more 
ctTedually to impofe upon poor GaiNprejas^ 
many of the principal Brdhmens went to his 
houfe, and told him to perfevere with confi- 
dence, that the chiefs of the Gore ha army 
\vere attached to his caufe, and that even they 
them,ielves would deliver up their king Prith'-i- 
wi'na^raS'an to his hand^ Having by thefb 
artificer's procured an opportunity of detaching 
from his party all his principal fubje^^s, tempt- 
ing them with liberal promifes, according to 
their cullom, one night the men of Gorc^h^ 
entered the city without oppofition, and the 

wretched 
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%vretchcd Gainprejas, perceiving he was be- 
trayed, had fcarce time to efcape wich about 
three hundred of his beft and mod faithful 
Hindujlani troops towards hdit Puttan^ which 
place however he reached the {ame night. 

The king of Gore" ha haviag aiade himfelf 
m^AcT of Cat' hmJuJu in the year 1768, per- 
iifled in the attempt of poflcfliug himfelf alfo 
of the city of Le/it Paitan^ promifing all the 
trebles, that he would fuffer them to remain in 
the pofleffion of their property, that he would 
even augment it ; and becaufe the nobles of 
Lelit Pattan placed a reliance on the faith of his 
fwomiies, he fent his domeftick prieft to make 
this protellation, That if he failed to acquit 
himfelf of hispromife, heflioulddraw curfes 
upon himfelf and his family even to the fifth 
paft and fucceeding generation ; fo that the un- 
happy Gainprkjas and the king of helit 
Pattan^ feeing that the nobility were difpofed 
to render themfelves fubjeft to the king of 
Gdrc*hd, withdrew themfelves with their 
people to the king of B^hatgan. When the city 
of Lelit Pattan became fubjeft to the king of 
Gorc^M^ he continued for fome time to treat 
the nobility with great attention, and propofed 
to appoint a viceroy of the city from among 
them. Two or three months afterwards, hav- 
ing appointed the day for making his formal 

entrance 
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entrance into the city of Leiif Pattan^ he* 
m^de ufe of innumerable ftratagems to get into 
his pofleflion the perfons of the nobility, and 
in the ^id facceeded ; he had prevailed upon 
them to permit their fons to remain at court as 
companions of his fbn ; he had difpatched a 
noble of each houfc to Navacut^ or Nenv Forty 
pretending that the apprehenfions he enter- 
tained of them had prevented his making 
a publick entrance into the city; and the 
remaining nobles were feized at the river 
without the town, where they went to 
meet him agreeably to a prior engagement* 
Afterwards he entered the city, made a vifit to 
the temple of B A GHERo adjoining to our habi- 
t2ttion,and, paffing in triumph through the city 
amidfl: immenfe numbers of foldiers who 
compofed his train, entered the royal palace, 
. which had been prepared for his reception : in 
^the mean time parties of his foldiers broke 
open the houfes of the nobility, feized all their 
pfFefls, and threw the inhabitants of the city 
into the utmoft confternation : after having 
caufed all the nobles who were in his power to 
be put to death, or rather their bodies to be 
mangled in a horrid manner, he departed with 
a defign of befieging E^hatgdn^ and wje ob* 
lained permiffion, through the intereft of his 

fon. 
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ion, to retire with all the Chrijlians into the 
pofleiHons of the Englijh. 

At the commencement of the year 17691 
the king of Gore ha acquired pofleflion of the 
city of B^hatgan^ by the fame expedients to 
which he owed his former fuccefles, and oa 
his entrance with his troops into the cityf 
Gainprejas, feeing he had no refource left to 
lave himfelf, ran courageoufly with his at- 
tendants towards the king oiGorchh^ and, at a 
fmall diftance from his palanquin, received a 
wound in his foot, which a few days after- 
wards octafioned his death. The king of £r/// 
Pattan was confined in irons till his death, and 
theking o^B'hatgan^ being very far advanced in 
years, obtained leave to go and die at Banares. 
A (hort time afterwards the mother of Gain- 
prejas alfo procured the fame indulgence, 
having from old age already loft her eye-fight ; 
but before her departure they took from her 
a necklace of jewels, as (he herfelf told me, 
when Ihe arrived ziPatna with the widow other 
grandfon ; and I could not refrain from tears, 
when I beheld the mifery and difgracc of this 
blind and unhappy queen. 

The king of Gorchiu having thus- in the 
fpace of four years efFe(3:ed the conqueft of 
mpal^ made himfelf mailer alfo of the country 
of the Cirdtas to the caft of it, and of other 

kingdoms, 
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kingdoms, as far a$ the borders of Coch Bthaft 
aftcr^his deceafe, his eldeft foil Prata'p Sink 
held the government of the whole country j 
but fcarcely two yeafs after, on PrataV 
SiNH^s death, a younger brother, by name 
Baha^dar Sa'ft, who refided then at Bettla 
with his uncle Delmerden Sa'h, was invited 
to accept of the government, and the begin- 
ning of his government was marked with many 
maflacres. The royal family is in the greateft 
confufion, becaufe the queen lays ckim to the 
government in the name of her fon, whom flie 
had byPRATA^p Sinh; and perhaps fhe oath 
violated by Prit*hwina'ra^yan will in the 
progrefs of'time have its cffedl. Such have 
been the fuccefTors of the kingdoms of I^epaly 
of which Prit'hwina'ra'yan had thus ac- 
quired pofleilion. 
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TWO HINDU FESTIVALS, 

AND THE 

INDIAN SPHINX. 

*YTHft LATE COL. PEARSfe, MAY 12, 1785^ 



I BEG leave to point out to the Society, that 
the Sunday before laft was the Fcftival 
of BhaVaVi', which is annually celebi;atc(l 
by the GSpas and all other Hindus who keep 
horned Cattle for ufe or profit : on this feaft 
they vilit gardens, ereft a pole in the fields, 
andadoirn it with pendants and garlands* The 
Sunday before laft was our Jlrji of Mjy, on 
which the fame rites are performed by the fame 
clafs of people in England^ where it is well 
i<nown to be a relique of ancient fuperftition in 
that country : it ihould feem, therefore, that 
the religion of the Eaft and the old religion of 
Britain had a ftrong affinity. Bhava'ni' has 
another feftival ; but that is not kept by any one 
fet of Hindus in particular, and this is ap- 
VoL. li* O propriated 
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propriated to one clafs of people : this is con- 
ilantly held on the ninth of Baijac'h ; whicb 
4oes not always fall on our Jirji of May^ as it 
did this year. Thofe Members of the So- 
ciety who are acquainted with the rules 
which regulate the feftivals, may be able to 
give better information concerning this point : 
I only mean to point out the refembknee of 
the rites performed here and in England^ but 
muft leave abler hands to inveftigatc the matter 
further, if it fhould be thought dcferving of 
the trouble. I find, that the feftival which I 
have mentioned, is one of the moft ancient 
among the Hindus. 

' II. During the fli//), when mirth and fcf- 
tivity reign among Hindus of every clafs, one 
fubjeft of diverfion is to fend people on errands 
and expeditions that are to end in difappotnt- 
ment, and raife a laugh at the expence of the 
perfon fent. The Huts is always in March^ and 
the laft day is the greateft holiday : all th» 
Hindus who are on that day at Jaganndfh^ 
are entitled to certain diftinftions, which they 
hold to be of fuch importance, that I found it 
expedient to ftay there till the end of the fefti- 
val; and lam of opinion, and fo are the reft of 
the officers, that I faved above five hundred 
men by the delay. The origin of the Huti 

fcems 
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fecms loft in antiquity ; and I hare not bcca 
able to pick up the fmalleft account of it. 

If the rites of Mayday (how any affinity 
between the religion of England in times paft 
and that of the Hindus in thefc times, may 
not the cuftom of making April-fools^ on the 
firft of that month, indicate fome traces of the 
^%> i have never yet heard any account of 
tbc origin of the Englijh cuftom ; but it is un- 
qucftionably very ancient, and is ftill kept up 
even in great towns, though lefs in them than 
in the country : with us it is chiefly confined to 
the lower claffes of people ; but in India high 
and low join in it; and the late Shuja'cjIt 
Daulah, I am told, was very fond of making 
Jtf«/)-fools, though he was a Mufelman of the 
higheft rank* They carry it here (b far^ as to 
fend letters making appointments in the names 
of perfons, who, it is known, muft be 
abfent frcKn their houfe at the time fixed op ; 
and the laugh is always in proportion to the 
trouble given, 

III. hk yagann&fh I found the Sphinx of 
ih^'Egjypfians: Mura'ri Pandit, who was 
^^P^ty Faujdcir of Balasor^ attended ray de- 
tachment on the part of the Mabrdttas: he is 
now the principal Faujdar^ and is much of the 
gentleman, a man of learning, ^d very in* 
P 2 telligent. 
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tdligcnt. From him I learned, that the 
Sphinx^ here called Singh, is to appear at the 
end of the world, and,asfoon as he is born, will 
prey c»i an elephant : he is, therefore, figured 
feizing an elephant in his claws ; and the ele* 
phant is made fmall, to fhow that the Singh, 
even a moment after his birth, will be very 
large in proportion to it. 

When I told Mura'ri, that the Egyptians 
worfhipped a bull, and chofe the God by a 
black mark on his tongue, and that they adored 
birds and trees, he immediately exclaimed, 
*• Their religion then was the fame with ours ; 
" for we alfo ehufe our f acrid bulh by the 
**. fame marks ; we reverence the hanfaj xhtga-^ 
** rura, and other birds ; we refped the pippal 
'' and w/^ among trees, and the tulas) among 
*' Ihrubs; but as for onions, (which I had 
** mentioned) they are eaten by low men, and 
*^ Ifc fitter to be eaten than worfliipped/*^ 

REMARK. BY THE FRBSIDENT. 

Without prefemingto q.ueftion the autho-i 
rity of Mvka'ri Pandit^ I can only fay, that 
Icveral Brdhmans, now ki Bengal, have fecci 
the figure at Jaganndfhj where one of the gates 
is called Sinhadwar ; and they affurc me, that 
they always confidered it as a mere reprc-^ 

fentauoa 
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fcntation of a Lion feizing a young elephant ; 
nor do they know, they fay, any fenfe for the 
word Sinba hutzLwriy fuch as Mr. Hastings 
kept near his garden. The HuH^ called 
Holaca in the Vidas^ and P^ halgutfava in com- 
iTion Sanfcrlt books, is the feftival of the ver- 
xial feafon, or Nauruz of the Pfrjtans. 
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A 

SHORT DESCRIPTION 
o r 

C A R N I C O B A R, 

fly MR* G. HAMILTON. 
COMMUNICATED BY W[R. ^OFFANV, 



THE ifland of which I propofe to give 4 
fuccinft account, is the northerpmoft of 
that clufter in the Baj^ of Bengal, which gpc$ 
by the name of the Nifc^ars^ It is low, of a 
round figure, about forty miles in circOmr 
fcrence, and appears at a diftance as if eptirely 
covered with trees : however, there are feveral 
well-cleared and delightful fpots upon it. The 
foil is a black kind of clay, and marfhy. It 
produces in great abundance, and with little 
care, moft of the tropical fruits, fuch as pine? 
apples, plantains, papayas, cocoa-nuts, and 
areca-nuts ; alfo excellent yams, and a root 
called cachu. The qnly four-footed apimals 
upon the ifland are hogs, dogs, large rats, and 
an animal of the lizard kind, but large, calM 

by 
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ly the natives tolonqui ; thefe frequently carry 
cfF fowls and chickens. The only kind of 
poultry arc hens, ^d thofe not in great 
plenty. There arc abundance of fnakes of 
many different kinds, and the inhabitants fre- 
^queutly die of their bites. The timber upon 
the ifland is of many forts, in great plenty^ 
and fome of it remarkably large, affording ex- 
cellent materials for building or repairing 
ihips. 

The natives arc low In (lature but very well 
tnade, and furprizingly aftive and flrong ; they 
arc copper-coloured, and their features have a 
cafl of the Malay ; quite the reverfe of ele- 
gant. The women in particular are extremely 
ugly. The men cut their hair fhort, and the 
women have their heads fbaved quite bare, and 
wear no covering but a fliort petticoat, made of 
a fort pf rufh or dry grafs, which reaches half- 
way down the thigh. This grafs is not inter- 
woven, but hangs round the perfon fomethiug 
like the thatching of a houfe. Such of them 
as have received prefents of cloth petticoats 
from the (hips, commonly tie them round im- 
mediately under the arms. The men wear no- 
thing but a narrow flrip of cloth about the mid- 
dle, in which they wrap up their privities fb 
tight that there hardly is any appearance of 
them. The ears of both fexes are pierced 
O 4 whcu 
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when young, and by fqueezing into the holes 
large plugs of wood, of hanging heavy weights 
of (hells, they contrive to render them wide, 
and difagreeable to look at. They are naturally 
difpofed to be good-humoured and gay, and 
arc very fopd of fitting at table with Em^ 
ropeans^ where they eat every thing that is fet 
before them ; and they cat moft euormoufly. 
They do not care much fpr wjne, but will 
drink bumpers of arrack, as long as they can fee* 
A great part of their time is fpent in feafting 
and dancing. When a feaft is held at any viU 
lage, every one, that chufcs, goes uninvited, 
for they arc utter ftrangers to ceremony. At 
^hofe feafts they eat immenfe quantities of pork, 
which is their favourite food. Their hogs arc 
remarkably fat, being fed upon the cocoa-nut 
kernel and fea- water ; indeed all their domef^ 
tick animals, fowls, dogs, &c. are fed upon 
the fame. They have likewife plenty of fmall 
fea-fiih, which they ftrike very dextroufly with 
lances, wading into the fea about knee deep* 
7 hey are fure of killing a very fmall filh at teq 
or twelve yards diftance. They eat the pork 
almoft raw, giving it only a hafty grill over 
a q^iick fire. They roaft a fowl, by running a 
piece of wood through it, by way of fpit, and 
holding it over a brilk fire, until the feathers, 
are burnt off, when it is ready for eating, in 

their 
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their tafte. They never drink wacer-; onljr 
cocoa-nut milk and a liquor called y^^r^, which 
iooz.es from the cocoa-nut-tree after cutting off 
tlie young fprouts or flowers. This they fuffer 
to ferment before it is ufcd, and then it is in^^ 
toxicating, to which quality they add much by 
tbeir method of drinking it, hy fucking it flowly 
through a fmall ftraw^ After eating, the young 
nien and women, who are fancifully dreu 
with leaves, go to dancing, and the old people 
furround them fmoaking tobaccq and drinking 
Joura. Thp dancers, while performing, fing 
fome of their tuqes, which arc far from want- 
ing harmony, and to which they keep cxaft 
time. Of mufical inftruments they have only 
one kind, and that the fimpleft. It is a hollow 
bamboo about two feet and a half long, and 
three inches in diameter, along the outfide of 
which there is ftretched from end to end a (ingle 
ftring made of the threads of a fplit cane, and 
the place under the ftring is hollowed a little 
to prevent it from touching. This inftrument 
is played upon in the fame manner as a guitar. 
It is capable of producing but few notes ; the 
performer makes it fpeak harmonioufly, and ge-; 
nerally accompanies it with the voice. 

What they know of phyfick is fmall and 
fimple. I had once occafion to fee an operation in 
furgery performed on the toe qf a young girl, 

who 
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who bad been ftung by a fcorpion or centjf>c5* 
The wound was attended with a confiderablc 
fweliing, and the little patient feemed in great 
^in. One of the natives produced the 
tinder jaw of a finall fifli, which was long, and 
planted with two rows of teeth as fharp as 
needles : taking this in one hand, and a fmall 
ftick by way of hammer in the other, he ftruck 
the teeth three or four times into the fweliing, 
and made it bleed freely: the toe was then, 
bound up with certain leaves, and next day the 
child was running about perfeftly well. 

Their houfes are generally built upon the 
beach in villages of fifteen or twenty houfes 
each ; and each houfe contains a family of 
twenty perfons and upwards. Thefe habita^ 
tions are raifed upon wooden pillars about ten 
feet from the ground; they are round, and, 
having no windows, look like bee-hives covered 
with thatch. The entry is through a trap-door 
below, where the family mount by a ladder^ 
which is drawn up at night. This manner of 
building i^ intended to lecure the houfes from 
being infefted with fnakesand rats, and for that 
purpofe the pillars are bound round with n 
fmooth kind of leaf, which prevents animals 
from being able to mount ; befidcs which, each 
pilhr has a broad round flat piece of wood near 
the top of it, the proje<3:ing of which eiFedually 

preventji 
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prevents the further progrefs of fuch vermin as 
may have paffed the leaf. The flooring is made 
with thia ftrips of bamboos laid at fuch diftances 
from one another, as to leave free adqiiffion for 
light and air, and the infide is neatly finifhcd 
?ind decorated with fiihing lances, nets, &c. 

The art of niaking cloth of any kind is quItQ 
vnknown to the inhabitants of this ifland; what 
they have is got from the fliips that come to 
trade in cocoa-nuts. In exchange for their nuts 
(which are reckoned the fineft in this part of 
India) they will accept of but few articles j 
what they chiefly wi(h for is cloth of different 
<:olours, hatchets and hanger blades, which they 
pfe in cutting down the nuts. Tobacco and 
arrack they are very fond of, but expeft tbefe iij 
prefents, They have no money of their own, 
nor will they allow any value to the coin of 
Other countries, further than as they happen to 
fancy them for ornaments ; the youqg women 
fomctimes hanging firings of dollars about their 
necks. However they are good judges of gol4 
and filver, and it is no eafy matter to impofe 
|)^ler metals upon them as fqch. 

They purchafe a tnuch larger quantity of 
ploth than i? coafumcd upon their own ifland. 
This is intended for the thoury market. Chodry 
is a fma^l ifland to the fouthward of theirs, tQ 
which ^ large fleet of their boats fails every 

year 
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year about the month of November^ to exchange, 
cloch for cames ; for they cannot make thefc 
ihemfelves. This voyage they perform by the 
kelp of the fun and ftars, for they know no* 
thing of the compafs. 

In their difpofition there are two remarkable 
qualities. One is their entire neglect of com- 
pliment ftnd ceremony ; and the other, their 
^vcrfion to diflionefty, A CarnicoBarian tra* 
veiling to a diftant village upon bufinefs or 
amufement, pafles through many towns in his 
way without perhaps fpeaking to any one : if 
lie is hungry or tired he goes up into the neareft 
houfe, and helps himfelf to what he wants^ 
;ind fits till he is refted, without taking the? 
fmalleft notice of any of the family, unlefs hd 
Eas bufinefs or news to communicate. Theft 
or robbery is fo very rare amongft them, that % 
man going out of his houfe never takes away 
his ladder, or (huts his door, but leaves it open 
for anybody to enter that pleafes, without the 
leaft appreheniion of having any thing ftole« 
from him. 

Their ihtercourfe \\ith ftrangers is fo fre- 
quent, that they have acquired in general the 
Wbarous Portuguefe fo common over /W/V» 
Their own language has a found quite different 
from moft others, their wordsbefng pronounced 
with a ki»d of ftop, or catch in the throat, at 

every 
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every fyllable. The few following words will 
ferve to flicw thofe who are acquainted witk 
other Indian languages, whether there is anjr 
fimilitude between them« 



A man, 


Kegonia. 


To cat. 


Gnla. 


A woman, 


Kecanna. 


To drink. 


Okk. 


A child, 


Chu. 


Yams, 


Vowla. 


To laugh, 


Ayelaur. 


To weep. 


Poing. 


A canoe, 


App. 


A pine apple, Frung* 


A houfe, 


Alhanum. 


To fleep. 


Loom iomim 


A fowl. 


Haydm. 


A dog. 


T^amamm 


A hog. 


Hown, 


Fire, 


TTamuu 


Fifh, 


Ka. 


Rain, 


Koomra. 



They have no notion of a God, but they be* 
Ueve firmlyin the devil, and worfhip him from 
fear. In every village there is a high pole credod 
with long ft rings of ground- rattans hanging 
from it, which, it is {aid, has the virtue to keep 
him at a diftance. When they fee any figns of 
an approaching ftorm, they imagine that the 
devil intends them a vifit, upon which many 
fuperftitious ceremonies are performed. The 
people of every village march round their own 
boundaries, and fix up at different difbincea 
finall fticks fplit at the top, into which fplit 
they put a piece of cocoa-nut, a wifp of tobacco, 
and the leaf of a certain plant : whether this 

29 
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is meant as a peace-ofFering to the devil, or a 
icarecroVr to frighten him away, does iiofe 
appear. 

Whien a man dies, all his live ftock, clothe 
hatchet, fiftiing lances, and in fliort every move- 
able thing ^e poiTelled is buried with him, and his 
death is niourned by the vvholc village. In one 
view this is an excellent cuftom, feeing it pre- 
vents all difputes about the property of thd 
deceafed amongfl: his relations. His wife muft 
conform to cuftom hy having a joint cut off 
from one of her fingers ; and, if (he rcfufes 
this, fhe muft fubmit to have a deep notch cut 
in one of the pillars of her houfe. 

I WAS once prplent at the funeral of an old 
woman. When we went into the houfe which 
had belonged to the deceafed, we found it full 
of her female relations ; feme of them were 
employed in wrapping up the corpfe in leaves 
and cloth, and others tearing to pieces all the 
cloth which had belonged to her. In another 
iioufe hard by, the men of the village, with a 
great many others from the neighbouring towns, 
were fitting drinking T^wr^ and fmoaking to- 
bacco. In the mean time two ftout young fel- 
lows were bufy digging a grave in thp fand 
near the houfe. When the women had done 
with the corpfe, they fet up a moft hideous howl, 
ii)pon which the people began to aflemble round 

the 
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the grave, and four men went up Into the 
houfe to bring down the body : in doing this 
they were much interrupted by a young man, 
fon to the deceafcd, who endeavoured with all 
his might to prevent them ; but finding it in 
vain, he clung round the body, and was carried 
to the grave along with it : there, after a vio- 
lent ftruggle, he was turned away, and con- 
dufked back to the houfe* The corpfe being 
now put ixito the grave, and the lafliings, which 
bound the legs and arms, cut, all the live flock 
which had been the property of the deceafed, 
confifting of about half a dozen hogs and as 
many fowls,' was killed, and flung in above it ; 
a man then approached with a bunch of leaves 
ftuck upon the end of a pole, which he fwept 
two or three times gently along the corpfe, and 
then the grave was filled up. During the^ ce- 
remony the women continued to make the moft 
horrible vocal concert imaginaWe ; the men faid 
nothing. A few days afterwards, a kind of 
monument was erefted over the grave, with a 
pole upon it, to which long ftrips of cloth of 
different colours weire hung. 

Polygamy is not known among them ; and 
their punifhment of adultery is not lefs fcverc 
than efFeaual. They cut, from the man's of* 
fending member, a piece of the forelkin propor- 
tioned. 
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tioned to the frequent commiffion of enormity 
of the Crime. 

' There fecms to fubfift among thetti a pet^ 
fe<^ equality. A few perfons, from their age^ 
have a little more refpeft paid to them j but 
there is no appearance of authority one ovet 
another. Their fociety feems bound rather by 
imitual obligations continually Conferred anct 
received i the limplefl: irtd beft of all ties. 

TitE inhabitants of the Andamans are faid to 

be Cannibals. The people of Carnicohaf have a 

tradition among them> that fevefal canoes czxnt 

from Andaman many yeafs ago> and that 

the Crews were all armed> and committed 

great depredations, and killed feveral of the 

Nicobarians. It appears at firft remarkable^ that 

there (hould be fuch a wide difference between 

the manners of the inhabitants of iHands fo neat 

to one another ; the Andamans being favagc 

Cannihats ; and^ the others, the mofl: harmlefs 

inoffcnfivc people poflible. But it is accounted 

foir by the following hiftorical anecdote^ wHich 

I have been affured is matter of fad. 

Shortly after the Portuguefe had dScovered 
the paflage to fydia round the Cape ofGoodUopi. 
ofte of their (hips, on board of which were a num- 
ber of Mi^ambique negroes, was loft on thc^/r- 
dafnan iflands, which were till then uninhabited* 
*]?he blacks remained in the ifland and fctded 

iti 
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It t the EnropeaHs made 1 fmall fliallop in which 
they failed to Pegu. On the other hand, the 
Nkobca^ idands were peopled from the oppofite 
main, and the coaft of Pegu ; in proof of which 
the Nkobar and Pegu languages are faid, by thofe 
acquainted with the latter, to have much re-* 
(ecnblance» 
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O N T H E 

CURE 

OF THE 

ELEPHANTIASIS. 



BY AT*HAR ALl' KMA^N OF DEHL.U 



INTRODUCTORY NOTE. 

AMONG the afflifting maladies which 
pnnifli the vices and try the virtues of 
matikind, there are few dlforders of which 
the confequences are more dreadful or the re- 
medy in general more defperate than the juJ^ 
ham of the j^rais or khorah of the Indians : it 
is alfo called in jlrahia daUrafady a name cor- 
refponding with the Leontlajis of the Greeks^ 
and fuppofed to have been given in allufion to 
the grim diftradled and Uon-Uke countenances 
of the mifcrable perfons who are afFeded with 
it. The more common name of the diftemper 
is Elephantiafisy or, as Lucretius calls it, 
Eitphmj becaufc it reiiders the ikin, like that 

of 
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of an Elephant^' \3ncvenr and wrinkled, witli 
many tubercles and funtws ; but this complaint 
muft tiot be confounded with the iaUrftl^ or 
JuoeHed legs, dofcribcd by the Arabian phy- 
ficians, and very common in this country. It 
has no fixed name in Engtijb^ tho* Hillaey, 
in his Obfervations on the Difee^s of Barbadoes^ 
calls it the Leprojy of the JoiniSj becaufe il 
pnncipally affe£ts the extremities, which in the 
laft ftage of the malady are diftorted, and at 
length drop off: but, (ince it is in truth a 
diftemper corrupting the whole mafs of bloody 
and therefore confidered by Pattl oi JS^neta as 
an univerfal ulcer y it requires a more general 
appellation, and may properly be named the 
Black Leprofy ; which term is in faft adopted 
by M. BoissiEU de Sauvages and Gorroeus, 
in contradiftindion to the White Leprofy^ or the 
Beres of the Arabs and Leuci of the Greeks. 

This difeafe,by whatever name we diftinguifli 
it, is peculiar to hot climates, and has rarely ap- 
peared in Europe: the philofophical Poet of 
Rome fuppofes it confined to the banks of the 
Nile ; and it has certainly been imported from 
Jfrica into the ffej}- India Iflands by the black 
Haves, who carried with them their refcntment 
and their revenge ; but it has been long known 
in Hindujian, and the writer of the following 
Diflertation, whofe father was Phylician to 
P $ Na'diksha'h, 
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Na'dirsha'h, and accompanied him fron>, 
Per^a to Dcb/i, afiures mc that it rages witk 
virulence among the native inhabitants of 
Calcutta. His obfervation, that it is frequently 
a confequence of the venereal infeSiion^ would 
lead us to believe, that it might be radically 
cured by mercury \ which has, neverthelefs, 
been found ineffeft^al, and even hurtful, as 
Hillary reports, in the Weft-Indies. The 
juice o( hemlock y fuggefted by the learned 
Michaelis, and approved by his medical 
friend Roederer, might be very efficacious at 
the beginning of the diforder, or in the milder 
(brts of it ; but, in the cafe of a malignant and 
invettrzttjudbdm, we mufl: either adminifler 2 
reftiedy of the higheft power, or, agreeably to 
the dcfponding opinion of Celsus, leave the 
patient to his fatCy inftead of teaming him with 
fruiilefs medicines^ and fofFer him, in the for-* 
eible words of Aret^us, to Jink frtm inextri^ 
cable Jlumher into death. The life of a man is, 
however, fo dear to him by nature, afld in ge- 
neral fo valuable to fociety, that we (hould 
never defpond, while a fpark of it remdns ; 
and, whatever appreheulions may be formed of 
future danger from the dillant effcfts of arfe^ 
nicky even though it fliould eradicate a prefcnt 
inahdy, yet as no fuch inconvenience has arifen 
from, the ufe of it in • India y and a^ experience 

rouft 
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muft ever prevail over theory, I cannot help 
■wifhing that this ancient Hindu medicine may 
be fully tried under the inipe<Skion of our 
European Surgeons, whofe minute accuracy 
and fteady attention muft always give them a 
claim to fuperiority over the moft learned 
natives; but many of our countrymen have 
afliired me, that they by no means entertain a 
contemptuous opinion of the native medicines, 
efpecially in dtfeafes of the fkin. Should it be 
thought, that the mixture of fulphur mufl: 
render the poifon lefs aftive, it may be advife- 
able at firfl to adminifter orpiment, inftead of 
ihc cryjialltne arfenick. 



<^/>6rCURE?/'/i&^ELEPHANTIASIS, 
and other Disorpees of the Blood* 

God is the all-powerful Healer. 

IN the year of the Messiah 1783, when the 
worthy and refpe6table Maulavi Mi'r 
MuHAMMED Husai'n^ who excels in every 
branch of ufeful knowledge, accompanied Mr. 
RicHAKD Johnson from Lac^hnau to Calcutta^ 
he vifited the humble writer of this trad, who 
bad long been attached to him with iincere 
afFeftion ; and, in the courfe of their convcr- 
fation, ** One of the fruits of my late excur- 
♦^ fion/* feid be, '* is a prefeut for you, whiph 

Pa '' fuits 
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fuks your profdlkmy and will be generally 
ufeful to our fpecies : conceiving you to be 
** worthy of it by reafon of your affiduiiy ir* 
♦< niedical ^nquiries^ I have brought you a pre- 
'* fcription, the ingredients of which are eafily 
** found, but not eafily equalled as a powerful 
** remedy againft all corruptionjS of the blood, 
** the judhdm^ and the Perfian Fire, the rc- 
" mains of which are a Iburce of infinite ma^r 
** ladies. It is an old fecret of the Hindu Phy-* 
*' ficians ; who applied it alfb to the cure of 
*' cold and moifl: diftempers, as the palfv^ dif-^ 
** tortions of the face, relaxation of the nerves, 
*' and fimilar difeafes : its efficacy too has been 
•* proved by long experience; and this is the me- 
** thod of preparing it. 

** Take of white arfenicky fine and frefli, 
** one tola ; of picked black pepper fix times as 
*' much : let both be well beaten at intervals 
♦' for four days fucceffively in an iron mortar, 
and then reduced to an impalpable powder in 
one of ftone with a ftone peflle, and thus 
completely levigated, a little water being 
•^ mixed with them. Make pills of them as 
•^ large as tares or fmall pulfe, and keep thenx 
** dry in a (hady place ^. 

* The lowcft weight in general ufe jmong the Wndui is 
the retly called in Sanfcrit either rettica or rahic^^ indicating 
r&dnej% and cyijhfmli from crtjhn^^ black : it is the 7yd and 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



u 



ON THS cults OF THE BLEPHANTIASIS. 2I5 

** One of thofe pilU muft be fwallowed 
morning and evening with fomc betelAtaS^ 
*' or, ja countries where betel is not at hand, 
** with cold water : if the body be cleanfed 
" from foulnefs and obftrudions by gentle ca- 
" tharticks and bleeding before the medicine 
** is adminiftered, the remedy will be the 
'' fpeedier/* 

The principal ingredient of this medicine is 
the arfenick^ which the Arabs call Jbucc^ the 
Per/ians mergi mujh^ or moufe-bane^ and the 
fndiansjfanc'hyd ; a mineral fubftance ponderous 

hIack'fttA of die ^«»/^ -plant, which is a creeper of the (urn 
^lafe and order at lead with the glycyrrhiza ; but I t^e this 
from report, haying never examined its bloflbms. One rat^ 
tlca is (aid to be of equal weight with three barley-corns or 
four grains of ri^e in the hulk; and eight r//i- weights, ufed 
by jewdlersy are equal to feven carats. I have weighed a 
number of the feeds in diamond-fcales, and find the average 
Apothecary's weight of one feed to be a grain and five fix^ 
teenths. Now in die Hindu medical books ten of the rattled^ 
feeds are one mijhaca^ zxiieight m6Jhaca*s make a iolaca or tola i 
tut in the law-books of J?^/i7/;t mijhaca confifts of Jixteen 
raefifo^tj and a tohcacf five fni{/ha*s\ and according to fome 
wAiOtrAt^Jkfi reii's only go to one fnajha^ fixieen of which 
make a tolaca* We may obferve, that the filver r^//- weights 
Mfed by the goldfmiths at Ban^res^ are twice as heavy as the 
fif^s'y and thence it is, that eijght reti's are commonly faid 
to conftitute one majhoj, jthat is, eight filver weights, or^fjr- 
'^^« feeds ; eighty of which feeds, or 105 grains, conftitute 
^e quantity of arfcnlck in the Hindu prcfcriptioii. 

P 4 3uid 
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and cryfalline : the or f intents oryeilow arfenick^ 
is the weaker fort. It is a deadly poifon, and 
fo fubtile, that, when mice are killed by it, the 
very fmell of the dead will dcftroy the living 
of that fpecies : after it has been kept about 
ftvtn years, it lofes miich of its force j its co- 
lour becomes turbid ; an^ its weight is dimi* 
niihed. This mineral is hot and dry in the 
fourth degree ; it caufes fuppuration, diflolVes 
or unites, according to the quantity given ; and 
is very ufeful in clofing the lips of wounds^ 
when the pain is too intenfe to be borne. An 
unguent made of it with oils of any fort is an 
efFedlual remedy for fome cutaneous diforders, 
and, ipixed with rofe- w^tcr, it is gqod for cold 
tumours and for tjie dropiy ; but it muft never 
be admi|iiifte|"ed ^vithout the greateft cautic«i ; 
for fuch is its power, that the fmalleft quantity 
cf it in powder, drawn,'like &lcohoIy between tho 
cyelafhes, would ip a fingle day entirely cor- 
rode the coats and humours of the eye; and 
fourteen ret't's of it would in the fame time de-, 
ftroy life. The beft antidote againft its efFe£ls 
arc the fcraping? of leather reduced to aflies : 
if the quantity of arfeni^k taken b? accurately 
knowq, four times as much of thpfe afties^ 
mixed with water and drunk by the pat^eat^ 
will fheath and counterad the poifoi^ 
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Thb writer, conformably to the diredions of 
his learned friend, prepared the medicine ; and^ 
in the fame year, gave it to numbers, who were 
reduced by the difeafes abovementioned to the 
point of death : God is his witnefs, that they 
grew better from day to day, were at laft com* 
pletely cured, and are now living (except one 
cr two, who died of other diforders) to attefl 
the truth of this 9flcrtion» One of his iiril pa-- 
tients was a Pdrs\ named Menu'chehr, who 
had come from Suraf to this cit^, and had fixed 
his abode near the writer's houfe t he was {o 
cruelly affli^ed with a confirmed lues, here 
<:alled the Perjian Firiy that his hands and feet 
were entirely ulcerated and almoft corrode 
^d. To that he became an objeA of difgufl and 
abhorrence. This man confulted the writer on 
liis cafe, the ftate of which he difclofed without 
referve* Some bjood was taken from him on thfii. 
fame day, and a cathartick adminiftered on the 
next. On the third day he began to take the 
^rfenkk'pUhy and, by the bleffing of God, the 
virulence of his diferder abated by degrees^ 
until (igns of returning health appeared ; in a 
fortnight his recovery was complete, and he 
w?is bathed, according to the pradice of our 
Phyficians ; he feemed to have no virus left ii^ 
his bJoQd, an4 non? has been fiqce perceived 
l>/ hiw. 

But: 
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Bi/T the power of ^tbia medicine has 
chiefly been tried in the cure of the juzam^ as 
ihc word is pronounced in India ; a difordcr 
pfeding the whole mafs erf" blood, and thence 
called by feme ^adi kbun. The former name 
i» derived froip an ^r^i^rii root fignifying, ia 
general, amputation, maiming^ excifion^ and, par- 
ticularly, the truncation or crojion cfihe fingers^ 
which happens in the laft ftage of the difcafe* 
It is extremely contagious, and for that realbii 
the Prophet laid : ferrii mine! Imtjdhkmi €amk 
tefcrrumindl ajad, or, ** Flee from a perfon 
•• afRided with the judham^ ps you would flee 
^* from a lion/* The author pf the Bahbrui^ 
JQfWahirj ov Sta offearh, ranks it as an infec- 
tious malady with the meajlcs, the fmalt^pox^ 
and xht plague. It is alfo hereditary^ and, iii 
that refpeft, clafled by medical writers with the 
^ontj the confumption^ and the 'white leprofy. 

A COMMON cauie of this diftemper is the un* 
wbolefome diet of the natives, many of whom 
hx^ accuftomed, after eating a quantity o^fijh^ 
to fwallow copious draughts of milky which 
fliil not to caufe an accumulation of yellow 
^nd black bile, which mingles itfeif with the 
blood and corrupts it : but it has other caufcs 5 
for a Brahmen^ who had never tafted fjh in his 
lite, applied lately to the compofer of this eflay^ 
and appeared in the highefl degree affcfted by 

a cor* 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



ON THS CURE OF THE ELEPHANTIASIS* KI9 

a corruption of blood ; which he might hav^ 
inherited, or acquired by other means. Thofe, 
whofe religion permits them to eat beef^ are oftea 
cxpofed to the danger of heating their blood 
intenfely through the knavery of the butchers 
in the Bdzar^ who fatten their calves with 
Baldwer ; and thofe who are are fo ill-advifed 
as to take provocatives ^ a folly extremely com- 
mon in India J at fir ft are infenble of the mif- 
chief, but, as foon as the increafed moiflure is 
difperfed, find their whole mafs of blood in-t 
flamed and, as it were, aduft ; whence arifes 
the difordcr of which we now are treating. The 
Terftan^ or venereal. Fire generally ends in this 
malady ; as one Di^'.vi' Prasa'd, lately in the 
fervice of Mr. Vansittart, and fome others, 
have convinced me by an unrefcrved account of 
their feveral cafes. 

It may here be worth while to report a re- 
markable cafe, which was related to me by a 
man who had , been afflided with the juzam 
near fop years ; before which time he had 
been d^ordered with the PerJianFire and, having 
clofeil an ulcer by the means of a ftrong healing 
plaifter, was attacked by a violent pain in his 
joints: on this he applied to a Cabiraja^ or 
Hindu Phyfician, who gave him fome pills, 
with a pofitive affurance, that the ufe of them 
would remove his pain in a few days ; and in 
g f(?w days it was, in fa£^:, wholly removed ; 

V but 
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|>irf, a very ihort lime after, the fymptoms of 
the jnzim appeared, which continually hx* 
ere^fed to fnch a degree, that his fingers and 
foc^ were on the point of dropping off. It wa» 
afterwards difcovered, that the pills which he 
bad takers were made of cinnabar, a common 
prci>aration of the Hindus ; the heat of whichr 
Jiad firft ftirred the humours, which, On flopping 
the external difcharge, had fallen on the joints, 
arnd then had occafioned a quantity of aduft 
|)ile to mix itleif ivith the bjood and mfeift the 
whole mafsr 

Of this dreadful complaint, howpver c^ufedt 
the ftrft fymptoms arc a numbnefs and redueis 
cf the whole body, and principally of the ftce^ 
an impeded ho^Vfe voice, thin Jiair, and even 
baldnefs, offenfive perfpiration 3nd breath, and 
whitlows on the nails. The cure is heft begun 
with copiotis bleeding, and cooling drink, fuch 
9S :i deco6lion of the mlufer^ or Nymfh^a^ and 
of vioictSjWirK fome dofes of manna : after whicb 
ftronger catharticks muft be adminifteredt Bu^ 
no remedy has proved fo efficacious as the pills 
compofcd of arfenick and pepper : one inflanca 
of their effecl may here be mentioned, ajid maqy 
more rnay be added, if required. 

In the month of February in the year juft 
rncntianed, one Shaikh Ramaza'ni', who theri 
W?s S^^ upper-feryant to the Boaid of Revenue, 

. hji4 
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bad lb corrupt a mafs of blood, that a Wack 
Icprofy of his joints was approaching ; and moll 
of his limbs began to be ulcerated : in this con- 
dition he applied to the writvr, and rcquelled 
immediate afliftance. Though the difordctcd 
ftate of his blood was evident on infpCiftioQ, 
and required no particular declaration of it, yet 
tnany <]ue{lions were put to him, and it was 
clear from his anfwersjthat he had a coufirmed 
ju%hm : he then loft a great deal of blood, and# 
after due preparation, took the arfenick-pUls. 
After the firft week hit malady ieemed alle- 
viated ; in the (econd it was confiderably dimi- 
m(hed, and in the third Co entirely removed, 
• that the patiait went into the bath of healthy 
as a token that he no longer needed a phyfi:ja£u 
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OH T H E 

CURE 

O F 

PERSONS BITTEN BY SNAKES, 

BY JOHN WILLIAMS, ES(U 



THE following ftatement of fa£l:s relativ#t 
to the cure of perfons bitten by fnakcs, 
felefted from a number of cafes which have 
come within my own knowledge, rec|uire no 
prefatory introduction ; as it points out the 
means of obtaining the greateft felf-gratification 
the human mind is capable of experiencing— 
that of the prefervation of the life of a fellow- 
creature, and fnatching him from the jaws of 
death, by a method which every perfon is ca- 
pable of availing himfelf of. Eau dc Luce, I 
learn from many communications which I have 
received from different parts of the country, 
anfwers as well as the pure Cauftick Alkali 
Spirit; and though, from its having fbme 
cflential oils in its compolition, it may not be 
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fo pOwcrfuU yet, as it muft be given with 
water, it only requires to encrcafe the dofe in 
proportion ; and, fo long as it retains its milky 
white colour, it is fufficiently efficacious. 

From the eflFc£t of a ligature, applied be- 
tween the part bitten and the heart, it is evi- 
dent that the poifon diiFufes itfelf over the body 
by the returning venous blood; deftroying the 
krijtability, and rendering the fyftcm paraly- 
tick. It is therefore probable that the Volatile 
Cauftick Alkali, in rcfifting the difeafe of the 
poiibn, does not a£t {o much as a fpecifick in 
deftroying its quality, as by countcrading the 
eScSt on the fyftem, by ftimulating the fibres, 
and preferving that irritability which it tends to 
deftroy* 

CASE L 

ibT the month of Augujl 1780, a fervant of 
mine was bitten in the heel, as he fuppofedf 
by a fnake ; and in a few minutes was in great 
agony, with convulfions about the throat and 
jaws, and continual grinding of teeth : having 
a wifh to try the efFefts of Volatile Alkali in 
fuch cafes, I gave him about forty drops of £au 
de Luce in water, and applied fome of it to the 
part bitten ; the dofe was repeated every eight 
or tti\ minutes, till a fmall phial-full was ex- 
pended : it was near two hours before, it could 

be 
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be faid he was out of dangeii A numtwef^ 
and pricking fcnfation was perceived extending 
itfclfup to the knee J where a ligature was ap- 
plied fo tight as to flop the returning venous 
blood, which feemirigly checked the progrcfo 
of the deleterious poifon* Thfe foot and leg# 
vp to where the ligature was made, were (HfF 
and painful for feveral days J and, which ap-^ 
pearcd very lingular, were covered with a 
branny fcalc. 

The above was the fifft cafe iti tvhich I tried 
the efFefts of the Volatile Alkali^ and dppre* 
bending that theeflential oils in the Crdmpofition 
of Eau de Luce, though 'made of the ftrong 
Cauftick Volatile Spirit, would coniiderably 
diminifh its powers, I was induced, the next! 
opportunity that offered, to try the efFefts of 
pure Volatile Cauftick Alkali Spirit, and ac- 
cordingly prepared fome from Quicklime and 
the ial Ammoniack of this country. 

CASE IL 

In Je//y 1782, a woman of tte Brahmen 
caft, who lived in my neighbourhood at CJ)U* 
mit, was bitten by a Coira de Capelto between 
the thumb and fore-finger of her right 
hand : prayers and fuperftitious incantations 
were pradifed by the Brlihmem about her till 
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Ihe became fpeedilefs and convulied, with 
locked ^ws, and a prc^iife difcharge of faliva 
running from her mouth. On being infomied 
of the accident, I immediately fent a fcrvant 
with a bottle of the Volatile Cauftick Alkali 
Spirit, of which he poured about a tea-fpoon- 
fuU, mixed with water^ down her throat, and 
applied fome of it to the part bitten : the dole 
was repeated a few minutes after, when (he 
Was evidently better, and in about half an hour 
was perfedly recovered. 

This accident happened in a fmall hut, 
where I law the fnake, which was a middle- 
fized Cobra de Cafcllo : the Brihmem would not 
allow it to be killed. In the above cafe, no 
other means whatever were ufed for the reco- 
very of the patient than are here recited. 

C A S E III, 

fi WOMAN- SERVANT in the family of a gen- 
tleman at Benares was bitten in the foot by a 
Cobra de Capelk : the gentleman immediately 
applied to me for fome of the Volatile Cauftick 
Alkali, which 1 fortunately had by me. I 
gave her about fixty drops in water, and alfp 
a^f^ed fome of it to the part bitten : in about 
feven or eight minutes after, fhe was quite re- 
covered* In the above cafe, I was Dot^witnefs 

VpL. II. CL to. 
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to the deleterious effcGt of the poilbn on the pa-r 
tient ; but faw the fnake after it was killed* 

CASE IV. 

J^July 1784, the wife of a fervant ofmino 
was bitten by a Cobra de Capello on the outfidc 
of the little toe of her right foot. In a few 
minutes fhe became convulfed, particularly 
about the jaws and throat, with a continuecf 
gnaftiing of the teeth. She at firft complained 
of a numbnefs extending from the wound up- 
wards, but no ligature was applied to the limb. 
About fixty drops of the Volatile Cauftick Spi- 
rit were given to her in water, by forcing open 
her mouth, which was ftrongly convulfed : in 
about fevcn minutes the dofe was repeated,' 
when the convulfions left her ; and in three 
more fhe became fenfible, and fpoke to thofe 
who attended her. A few drops of the fpirit 
had alfo been applied to the wound. The fnake 
was killed and brought to me^^ whic^i -prpvc4 
to be a Cobra de Capellq. 

CASE V. 

As it is generally believed, that the venom 
of fnakes is more malignajiit during hot dry 
weather than at any other feafoii, the follow-^ 
ing cafe, which occHrred in thQ mouth of 
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July 1788, whca the weather was extremely 
hot, no rain, excepting a flight (hower, having 
fallen for many months, may not be unworthy 
notice, 

A Seevant belonging to an Officer at 
yuanpoor was bitten by a fnake on the leg, 
^bout two inches above tlie outer ancle. As 
the accident happened in the evening, he could 
not fee what fpecies of fnake it was : he im« 
mediately tied a ligature above the part bitten, 
but was in a few minutes in fuch exquifite tor- 
ture from paint which extended up his body 
and to his head, that he foon became dizzy and 
fenfelefs. On being informed of the accident, 
1 fent my fervant with a phial of the Volatile 
Gauftick Alkali, who found him, when he ar- 
rived, quite torpid, with the fajiva riuining 
out of his mouth, and his jaws fb faft locked^ 
as to render it neceflary to ufe an inftrument to 
open them and aciminifter the medicine. About 
forty drops of the Volatile Cauftick Spirit were 
given to him in water, and applied to the 
wound; and the fame dofe repeated a few ipi- 
nutes after. In about half an hour he was 
perfeftly recovered. On examining the part 
bitten, I could difcover the marks of three 
fangs ; two on one fide, and one on the other ; 
and, from the diftance they were afunder, I 
ihould judge it a large fnake. More than ten 
0^2 minutes 
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minutes did not appear to have elapffcd from tho 
time of his being bitten till the pedicine was 
admihiftefed. The wounds healed imttaediatelyj^ 
and he was able to attend to hisdqty the nex^ 
day. Though the fpecies of fnj^ke was not ?fcer-5 
tained, yet 1 judge from the flow of falivafrDtn 
the mouth, convulfiye fpafms of the j^ws and 
throat, as well as from the marks of thre^ 
fangs, that it muft have been a Cobrq de Capello z 
and, though I have met with five and fix fangs 
of -different fixes in fnak^s of that fpecies, I 
never bbierved the marks of itoore than twQ 
having hztw applied in biting, in any other cafe 
which came within x^y; knowledge, 

€ A S E VL 

In September 1786, a fervaiu belonging tcx 

Captain S- , who was then at Benares j waa 

bitten in the leg by a large Cobra de Capello. He 
faw the fnake coming towards him, with hi^ 
neck fpnead out in a very tremendous manner, 
and endeavoured to ^void him ; but before he 
could get out of his way, the ftiake feized hinri 
by the leg, and fecurcd his hold for fome Xvcat^ 
as if he had not bepn aWe to extricate his teeth. 
Application was immediately made tp his tnaf- 
ter for a remedy,^ who fent to confult me ; but* 
before I arrived, had given him a quantity pf 
fw^et oil, which he drank, So fpoii as I fa\Y 

him. 
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him,' I directed the ufual dole of Volatile 
Cau (lick Alkali to be given, which fortunately 
brought away the oil from his ftonnach, or it is 
probable that the ftimulating effeft of the Vola- 
tile Spirit would have been fb much blunted by 
it^ as to have become inefficacious : a fecond dofe 
was immediately adminiftered, and forpe time 
iaftcr a third* The man recovered in the courfe 
of a fcW hours. As oil is frequently adnainif- 
tered as a remedy in the bite of fnakes, I think 
it ueceflary to caution agaiaft the ufe of it with 
the Volatile Alkali, as it blunts the ftiipulating 
quality of the fpirit, and renders it uftlefs* 

Of the numcrow fpecies of fnakes which I 
have met with, not above fix were provided 
with poifonous fangs ; though I have examined 
many which have been confidered by the natives 
as dangerous, without being able to difcover 
any thing noxious in them. 

The following is an iuftance of the delete- 
rious cSe€t of the bite of a fnake called by the 
natives Krait^ a fpecies of the ^oa^ which I 
have frequently met with in this part of the 
country, 

CASE VII. ' 

On the i6th September 1788, a man was 
brought to me who had been bitten by a fr^ake, 

Q^ 3 with 
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with the marks of two fangs on two of his 
toes ; he was faid to have been bitten above an 
hour before I faw him : he was perfeftly fen- 
(ible, but complained of great pain in the parts 
bitten, with an univerfal languor, I imme- 
diately gave him thirty drops of the Volatile 
Cauftick Alkali Spirit in water, and applied 
fome of it to the wounds : in a few minutes he 
became eafier, and in about half an hour wa^ 
carried away by his friends, with perfeft con- 
fidence in his recovery, without having taken a 
Icconddofeof the medicine, which indeed did not 
appear to have been ne(i^flary : but,whetherfrom 
the efFeft of the bite of theijhake, or the mo- 
tion of the dooly on which he was carried, I 
know not ; but he became fick at the ftomach, 
threw up the medicine, and died in about a 
quarter of an hour after. The man faid, that 
the fnake came up to him while he was fitting 
on the ground; and that he put him away with 
bis hand once, but that he turned about and bit 
him as defcribed : the fiiake was brought to 
me, which I examined ; it was: about two feet 
and an half long, of a lightifli brown colour on 
the back, a white belly, and annulated from, 
end to end, with 208 abdominal, and forty- 
fix tail fcuta. I have met with feveral of them 
from thirteen inches to near three feet in length : 
it had two poifbnous fangs in the upper jaw, 

which 
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which lay naked, with their points without the 
upper lip. It does not fpread its neck like the 
Cobra de Capello, when enraged ; but is very 
active and quick in its motion. 

I HAVE feen inftances of perfons bitten by 
fiiakes, who have been fo long without af- 
fiftance, that when they have been brought to 
me, they have not been able to fwallow, from 
convulfions of the throat and fauces, which is, 
I obferve, a conftant fymptom of the bite of 
the Cobra de Capello ; and indeed I have had 
many perfons brought to me who had been dead 
feme time ; but never knew an inftance of the 
Volatile Cauftick Alkali failing in its effe<a, 
where the patient has been able to fwallow it. 



0^4 RE- 
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CITY OF TAGARA^ 



BY LIEUT. PBANCIS WILFOKIXi. 



THE expc4ition of Alexander having 
made the Greeks acquainted with the 
riches of India^ they fbon difcovered the way 
by fca into that country, and having entered 
into a commercial correfpondence with the na- 
tives, they found it fo beneficial, that they at- 
tempted a trade thither. 

Ptolemy Philadelphus, kin^of Egypt^ 
in order to render the means eafy to merchants, 
fent one Dionysius into the Southern parts of 
India^ to inquire into the nature of that coun- 
try, its produce, and manufaftures. 

It was then TagaraJbc^ti to be known to 
the Greeks^ about two thouland and fifty years 
years ago* 

Arriak^ 
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Arriaw^ irt his P^n^Zui JkC^*// Erytbr^f 
fays it was a very large citj, and that the prcvi 
duce of the countryt at that early period, coa-^ 
fifted chiefly of coarfe Dungatees (Othwiun^ 
^ulgarc), of which vaft quantities were ?x-* 
ported ; Muflins of all (brts (ShuUtus omnk' 
generis)^ and a kind of Cotton Stuff dyed of a 
whitifli purple, and very much of the colour 
cf the flowers of Mallows^ whence called 
Mohcbyua. 

Ali« kinds of mercantile goods, throughout 
^tD4CC(i»^ w^re brought to y^g-oTi^, and from 
thence conveyed on carts to Baroach (Ba^^ 
rjgaza). 

Arbian informs us, that Tagara vcras about 
ten days journey to the eaftward of anqther- 
famous Mart^ called Pliibana or Pluthana. 
- That PMtbMa w^ twenty days journey to 
tJMp Souchwajrd of ^^oach ; alfo» 

That the ro^d was through the Balagaut 
n^^nit^as. 

Ahp here we muft obferve, that the Latin 
tranflation of the Pcriplus * by Stucxius " 
ia VQry in^curate and often erroneous ; as in 
the folk>wing paflage, where Airian fpeaking^ 
of Tagara fays, 

• Geogn^hix vetcrisScriptores Graeci minores, Vol.1. 

which 
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which Stuckius tranflates thus : <« Ex his 
•♦ autem emporifs, /rr Ac^ InVta et difficile 
•^ //V/t/, res Batyga^am plauftris convehun- 

turr But it fliould be, *« Ex his autem 

emporiis, per ma>cmos'afcenfus^ res Baryga* 

2am deorfumferuntur^^ 

Karayft; fignifics deorfuffiferre (to bring dotvn) 
not convehere. 

' A»o^» f*«7»r«. fhould be tranflated ^^r makmoi 
afcenfus : awIu or avofc? in this place fignifies an 
a/cent^ a toad over hills ; and this meaning is 
plainly pointed out by the words nm^yrrai and 

In (hort, aroJ^^j ^i^rra* is the true tranflation of 
the Hindoo word Bala-gaUtj the name of the 
mountains through which the goods from 
Tagara to Baroach ufed to be conveyed. 

This paflage in ArrIan is the more intercft- 
ing, as it fixes the time when the Bala-gaut 
mountains were firft heard of in Europe^, 

The bearing from T^agara to PUthana is ex-^ 
preffly mentioned by Arri an (w^^j aw^To^w) but is 
left out by Stuckius, 

Pluthana is an important point to be fct** 
tied, as it regulates the fituation of Tagara. 

It ftill exifts, and goes nearly by the fame 
name, being called to this day Pultanai:: it is 
fituated on the Southern bank of the Godavery^ ' 

about 
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about two hundred and feventcen Britijh miles 
to the Southward of* Baroach. 

These two hundred and feventcen miles, 
being divided by twenty, the number of days 
travellers were between PuUanah and Baroach 
according to Arrian, give nearly eleven miles 
per day or five cofs, which is the ufual rate of 
travelling with heavy loaded carts. 

IfttE Onyx and feveral other precious lloncs 
are ftill found in the neighbourhood of Pulta- 
iiahy as related by Arrtan; being waflied 
down by torrents from the hills, during the 
rains, according to Pliny. 

ARRii^ informs us that the famous town of 
Tagara was about ten days journey to the eafl* 
ward oiPultanah. 

According to the above proportion, thefe 
fen days (or rather fomewhat lefs*)are equal to 
about one hundred Brlttjh miles ; andconfequent- 
XyT^agara^ by its bearing and diftance fromP^/- 
tanahy falls at Deoghtr^ a place of great anti- 
quity, and famous through all India on ac- 
count of the Pagodas of Eloura. It is now 
called Douiet-abady and about four cofs N. W. 
oi Aurungabad. 

Ptolemy agrees very well with Arrian, 
with rclpedk to diftances and bearings, if wc 

* *0,i TfAt^t liHSj quafi dies decern. 

admit 
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admit tliat he has miibken BaithaHa or pai-^ 
thana for Plithana ; arid this, I am fJrfetty fure, 
is really the dafe, aad may be eafily accouniedl 
for, as there is very little diiFereiicc bctiveeii 
nAiGANA and haIgana in the Gfeek charafter. 

Paitbandj How Pattan * or Putten^ is about 
half way between T! agar a and Plithana. 

AccoRDiNtj to Ptolemy, Tagara and Pat-^ 
tan 3vere fitiiated to the Northward of the 
Baund-Ganga {Bifida or Byn(id fiver) commonly 
Called Godavery ; and here ProtEMt is Vcrjc 
right* 

Im Mr. Pussy's tHaf-ches^ Pattan i^ placed td 
the Southward of the Gadd'very ; hut it is a 
miftake. 

It appears froth Ar^ian^s Periplus^ that# 
on the arrival of the Greeks into the Deccan^ 
above two thoufand years ago, Tagara was tho 
Metropolis of a large difirid called Ariacd^ 
which comprehended the greateft part of Subah 
j^urungaiaJznd the Southern part of Ccncan J 
for the northern part of that diftrift, including 
Damaun, Callian^ the Ifland of Salfet^ B^m^ 
bay J ^r*' belonged to the Rajah of Larikeh or 
hary according to Arrian and Ebn Said At 
Maorebi. 

♦ Patina Tab. Peutinger. Patinna Anonym. Kavenn. 

It 
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It is neceffary to obfervc here, that though 
the author of the Pfrlplus is fuppofcd to have 
lived about the year i6q of the prefcnt era, yet 
the materials he made ufe of in compiling his 
Direftory, ar6 ftr more ancient ; for, in fpeak-r 
ing of T^garuj he fays that the Greeks were 
prohibited from landing at Callian^ and other 
harbours on that coaft, Now it is well known, 
that, ^fter the cpnqueft of 'Eg^pt^ the Romans 
had monopolifed the whole trade to India^ and 
would allow no foreigner to enter the Red Sea } 
>nd confequently this paflage has reference to an 
earlier period, previous to the conqucft of 
tgyp* by the Romans. 

AgouT the middle of the firft century, 
^agarq was no longer the capital of Ariaca^ 
R(^ah Salbahan having removed the fea| 
of the empire to Rattan. 

Ptoi,emy informs us, that Paithana of 
fattan had been the refidence of a priqce of 
that country, whofe name the Greeks have 
ftrangely disfigured : we find it varioufly {pelt, 
in different MSS. of Ptolemy, Siripolemoeus^ 
Siropofemoeus, Siroptolenueus^ ^c. 

Yet when we confider, that, whenever 
Rattan \% mentioned by the Hindoosj they 
generally a4d, it w^s the Refidence of 

Rajah 
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Rajah Salv AH AS ^, who in the dialed of the 
Ducan is called SaHvanam or Sa/ibanam^ I can- 
not help thinking, that the Greeks have diA 
figured this laft word Salibanam into Sarlpalamy 
from which they have made SiripQleinoeuSy Si-- 
ropolermusj &f. 

BlCKERMAjiT ruled for fomc time over the 
Northern parts of the Deccan ; but the Rajahs^ 
headed by Salbahajt, having revolted, they 
gave him battle, and he was flain. Tagara 
became again the Metropolis of Arlaca ; at lea ft 
it was fo towards the latter end of the eleventh 
century, ^s it app^rs from a grant of fome 
lands in Concan^ made by a Rajah of X<^gara ; 
this grapt ftill exifts, and was communicated 
to the Asiatic? Sqciety by General 
Car N AC. 

When the Mujfulmans carried their arms into 
the J^eccan about the year 1 2^^^Tagara^ or Deog- 
hir was ftil] the refidence of a powerful Rajah^ 
and remained fo till the time of Shah-Jehan, 
when the diftrifts belonging to it became a 
Subah of the Mogul Empire, Then Tagara, 
was deferted, and Kerkhi^ four Cofs to thq 
South-eaft of it, became the capital : this place 
is now called AurUngahad. 

Thus was deftroyed the ancient kingdom or 
Rajahjhip of Tagara^ after it had exifted. with 

* (Making ufe of the very words of Ptolemy). 

little 
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little interruption, above two thouftnd years } 
that is to lay> as far as we can trace back its 
antiquity. 

It may appear aftoniftiing, that though the 
Rajah of Tagara was poffeflcd of a large tra<9j 
on the Sea Coaft, yet all the trade was carried 
Qn by land. 

Formerly it was not fo : on the arrival of 
the Greeks into the Deccan^ goods were brought 
to Callian near Bombay j and then (hipped off. 
However a Rajah of Larikeh^ or Lar^ called San^ 
danes, according to Arrian, would no longer 
allow the Greeks to trade either at Callian or at 
the harbours belonging to him on that coaft, ex-* 
ccpt Baroach ; and, whenever any of them 
were found at Callian or in the neighbourhood, 
they were confined and fent to Baroach under a 
ftrong guard, Arrian, being a Greek him«» 
felf, has not thought proper to inform us, what 
could induce the Rajah to behave in this man-, 
ncr to the Greeks ; but his filence is a con- 
vincing proof that they had behaved amifs ; 
and it is likely enough they had attempted to 
make a fettlement in the Ifland of Salfet^ m 
order to make themfelves independent, and fa- 
cilitate their conquefts into the Deccan. 

The fears of the Rajah were not groundlefs ; 
for the Greek kings of Badiriana were pofleffed 

of 
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cf the PHnjah Cab$l^ &c. in the North of 

Therp were other harbourf?, to the South of 
C&Utafiy belongingto the R<5/tfArfTizg-^r<a, but 
they were not frequented, oii account of 
Jpitates^ who, according to PlinYj Arrian^ 
^nd Ptolemy, infefted thefe couptpi^i ift tlM( 
nr^ f^ni)^ m^pUer they do iww, 



AN 
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INDIAN GRANTOFLAND* 
in r. C loiS, 

LITERALLY TRANSLATED FROM THE SANSCRIT, AS 
EXPLAINED BY RA'MALO'CHAN PANDIT^ 

COMMUNICATED BY GEN. CARNAC. 



O'M^ Victory and Elevation ! 
STANZAS. 

MAY He, who in all affairs claims prece- 
dence in adoration ; may that Ganna^ 
yaca^ averting calamity, preferve you from 
danger ! 

2. May that Siva conftantly preferve you^ 
on whofe head (hines (Ganga'^ the daughter 
of Jahnu refembling*the-pure-crefcent-rifing* 
from-the*fummit-of-SuMfc'RU ! [a compound 
ivord of Jtxteen fy liable i). 

3. May that God, the caufc of fuccefs, 
thecaufe of felicity, who keeps, placed even 
by himfelf on his forehead a feftion of the- 

* Found in digging foundations for (bme new works at the 
Fort of Tanna^ the Capital of SalfeU The Governor of 
£^«^tf)r informed General Carn AC, that none of the Guje^ 
rat Bramins could explain the infcriptions. 

Vol. IL R moon- 
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moon-with-cool-beams, drawn-in-the-form*o/** 
a-line-refembling-that-in-the-infinitcly-bright- 
fpikc-of-a-frefh-blown-C//^^^sj (who is) adorn- 
ed -with-a-grove-of -thick-red-locks-tied-with- 
the-Prince-of-Serpents^ be always prefent and 
favourable to you ! 

4. The fon of Ji'mu'taceVu ever affec- 
tionate, named Ji'muVava'hana, who, fure- 
ly, preferved (the Serpent) s'anc'hachu'da 
from Garuda (the Eagle of Vishnu), nvas 
famed in the three worlds, having negleftcd 
his own body, as if it had been grafs, for the 
fake of others. 

5. (^rnjoo couplets in rhyme.') In bis family 
was a monarch {named) Capardin (or, with 
fbtck hairy a title of Maha'de'va), chief of 
the race of Si'la'ra, repreffing the infolenccf 
of his foes ; and from him came a fon, named 
Pulas'acti, equal in encreafing glory to the 
fun's bright circle. 

6. When that fon of Capardin was a new- 
born infant^ through fear of him, homage was 
paid by all his coUefted enemies, with water 
icld doft in their hands, to the delight of his 
realm. 

7. From him came a fon, the only war- 
riour on earth, named SRi'vAPPtrVANNA,* ^ 
Hero in the theatre of battle. 

t. His 
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8. His fon, called s'ri' JhanjhA^ was 
highly celebrated, and the preferver of his coun^ 
try; he afterwards became the Sovereign of 
Gogni : he had a beautiful form. 

8. From him came a fon, whofe-renown- 
was - far - extended - and- who - confounded ^ the - 
mind-with-his-Wonderful-adts, thfe fortunate 
Bajjada DeVa : he was a monarch, a gem 
in-the-diadem - of- the-world's-circumference ; 
who ufed only the forcible weapon of his two 
arms readily on the plain of combat^ and in 
whofe bofom the Fortune of Kings herfelf 
amoroufly played, as in the bofom of the foe of 
Mura (or VisHNu)i 

9. Like Jayanta, fon to the foe of 
Vritta (orlNDRA), like Shanmuc'ha (or 
Cartice'ya)^^^ to Pura'ri (orMAHA^DE'vA) 
then fprang from him a fortunate fbn^ with a 
true hearty invincible ; 

10. Who in liberality was Carna before 
our eyes, in truth even Yudhishthira, in 
glory a blazing Sun, and the rod of Ca^la 
(or Yama, judge of the. infernal regions) to his 
enemies ; 

ir. By whom the gfeat councilors, who 
were under his proteftion, and others near 
him^ are preferved in this world : he is a con- 
queror, named with propriety s'arAna'gata 
VajrapanjaradeVa. 

R 2 12. By 
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12. By whom when this world was over- 
Ihadowed with-continual-prefents-of-gold, for 
his liberality he was named Jagadarthi (or 
Enriching the World) in the midft of the three 
regions of the univerfe. 

13. Those Kings affuredly, whoever they 
may he, who are endued with minds capable 
of ruling their rcfpedive dominions, praife him 
for the greatnefs of his veracity, generofity^ 
and valour ; and to thofe princes who are de- . 
prived of their domains, and fcek his pro-^ 
teftion, he allots a firm fettlement : may he, 
the Grandfather of the Ra'ya, be viftorious I 
he is the fpiritual guide of his counfellors, and 
they are his pupils . Yet farther* 

14. He, by whom the title of Go^mma^ya 
was conferred on a per/on who attained the 
objefl: of his defire ; by whom the realm, 
fhaken by a man named eVapade'va, was 
even made firm, and by whom, being the 
prince of Mamalambuva (I fuppofe, Mambii^ 
or Bomhay) fecurity from fear was given to me 
broken with affiiSfion ; He was the King, 
named s^ri' Virudanca : how can he be 
otherwife pamted ? Here Jixjy I tables are effaced 
in one of the Grants ; and this verfe is not in 
the other. 

15. Hrs {oawas natfied BajjadadeVa, a 
genj^onthe forehead of monarehs, eminently 

Ikilled 
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(killed in morality ; whofe deep thoughts all 
the people, clad in horrid armour, praife even 
to this day • 

16. Then was born his brother the prince 
Arice'sari' (a lion among his foes), the 
beft of good men ; who, by overthrowing the 
ftrong mountain of his proud enemies, did the 
aft of a thunder-bolt ; having formed great de- 
figns even in his childhood, and having feen 
the Lord of the Moon (Maha'deVa)/W/>;^ 
before him, he marched by his father's order, 
attended by his troops, and by valour fubdued 
the world. 

Yet more 

17. Having raifed up his flain foe on his 
(harp fword, he fo afflided the women in the 
hoftile palaces, that their forelocks fell difor- 
dered, their garlands of bright flowers dropped 
from their necks on the vales of their breads, 
and the black luftrc of their eyes difappeared. 

18. A wARRiouR, the plant of whofe fame 
grows up over the temple of Brahmah's Egg 
(the univerfe), from-the-repcated-watering-of- 
it-with - the-drops - that- fell-from- the- eyes-of- 
the-wives-of-his-flaughtered-foe. 

Afterwards by the multitude of his in^* 

nate virtues {then follows a compound word of an 

hundred and fifty-two fyllahles) the-fortunate- 

ABiCE'sARi-DEVARA'jA-Lord-of-the-great- 

R 3 circle- 
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circle- adorned- with-allthc-company.of-princes* 
with-VAjRAPANjARA-of-whom-men-feck- 
tlie-prote£tion-an-elephant*s-hook-in - the - fore- 
head - of - the - world - pleafed - with - encreafing- 
vice-a -Flamingo 1- bird - in - the -r pool - decked ^ 
with - flowers - like - thofe-of-paradife-and-with-i- 
A'ditya -Pandit A- chief-of- the- diftri£ls-of- 
the- world-through - the - liberality-of- the - lord- 
of-the-Weftern- fea-holder^of-inpate-know* 
ledge- who-bears-a- golden- eagle - on - his - ftand-^ 
ard-defcend^d-from-the-ftock-of-Ji'Mu'TAVA- 
H A N A-king-of - the - race - oi-Sildra - Sovereign -• 
of-the-City • of- Tagara - Supreme - ruler -of- ex- 
alted- counfellors -aflembled -when - extended - 
fame-had-been-attained {the monarch thus dc- 
fcribed) governs- the- whole-. region i-of-CoV/c^;?^-' 
confiftiiig-off fourteen^ hundred -^ villages -with- 
cities-and-other-places-comprehended-in-many*- 
diftrids-acquired-by-his-arm. Thu$ he fup-^ 
ports the burden of thought concerning this 
domain. The Chief-Minifter s'^Ri' Va'sapaiya 
^zW the very-religioufly-purified s'ri' Vardhj- 
YApaiya being at this time prefent, he, the 
fortunate Arice'sarideVara'ja, Sovereign 
of the great circle, thus addreffes even all who 
inhabit-the-city-s^Ri'-STHA'NACA {or the Man-* 
fion of Lacshmi'), his-own-kinfmen-an^- 
others - there - affembled, princes - counfellor?- 
pricfts-minifters-fupcriers-infeViors-luhjed-to- 

his-. 
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bis-commands, alfo thc-lords-of-diftrifts,-thc-i 
governors-of-towns-chicfs-of-viUages-the-maf- 
tcrs-of-families-employed-or-unemployed - fer- 
vants-of-the-King-and-Z^/V-countrymen. Thus 
he greets all-the-holy-men-and-others-inhabit- . 
mg-thc-city-of Hanyamana: reverence be to 
you, as it is becoming, with all the marks of 
rcfpeft, falutation, and praife \ 

STANZA. 

Wealth is inconftant ; youth deftroyed 
in an inftant ; and life placed between the 
teeth of Critanta (or Yama before men-- 
tioned). 

Nevertheless negle£t is Jhown to the feli- 
city of departed anceftors. Oh ! how aftonilh- 
ing are the efforts of men ! 

And thus. — Youth is publickly fwallowcd- 
yp-by-the-giantefs Old-Age admitted-into-its- 
inner-manlion ; and the bodily-frame-is-equal-^ 
ly-ohnoxious-to-the-aflault - of- death - of- age- 
and-the-mifery-born-with-man- of- feparation- 
betvYeen-united-friends-like-falling-ffom - hca- 
vcn-into-the-lower-rcgions : riches and life are 
two things more-moveable-than-a-drop-of-wa-» 
ter-trcmbling-on-the-leaf- of- a -lotos- fhaken- 
by-the-wind ; and the world is like-the-firft- 
4elicate-foliage-^of-a-plantain-tree. Confider-* 
kig this in fecret with a firm difpaffionate uiv- 
R ^ derftaadin£; 
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• derftanding, and alfo the fruit of liberal dona* 
tions mentioned iy the w^, 1 called to mnd 
thcfe 

STANZAS. 

I. In the Satya^ Treta^ and Draper Ages 9 
great piety was celebrated ; but in this Caliyuga 
the Muni's have nothing to commend but 
liberality. 

.2. Not fo produftive of fruit is learning, 
not fo productive is piety, as liberality, fay the 
Mumf^m this Call Age. And thus was it 
faid by the Divine Vya'sa. 

3. Gold was the firfl offspring of Fire ; the 
Earth // the daughter of Vishnu, and kine are 
the children of the Sun : the three worlds, 
therefore, are affuredly g\ven by him, who 
makes a gift of Gold, Earth, and Cattle, 

4. Our deceafed fathers clap their hands, 
QUr grandfathers exult : faying^ ** A donor of 
*' land is born in our family : he will re- 
** deem us,'* 

5. A donation of land to good perfons, for 
holy pilgrimages, and on the (five) fblemn 
days of the moon, is the mean df paffing over 
the deep boundlefs ocean of the world, 

$. White parafols and elephants mad with 
pride (the infgniaoi royalty) <3r^ the flowers of 
^.graqt of laud : |he fruit is Indr,a in hesiven, 

Thus, 
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Thus, confirming the declarations of the- 
ancient-M//^/Vlearned-in - the - diftindion - be- 
tween-juftice-and-injuftice, for the fake of be- 
nefit to my mother, my father, and myfelf, on 
the fifteenth of the bright moon of Cdrtica, in 
the middle of the year Pingala (perhaps of the 
Serpent) J when nine hundred and forty years 
fave one are reckoned as paft from the time 
of King Sa'ca, or, in figures, the year 939, 
of the bright moon of Cdrtica 15 (that is 
J 708 — 939 — 769 years ago from Y. C. 1787) 
the moon being then full and eclipfed, I hav- 
ing bathed in the oppofite fea refembling-the- 
girdles - round- the- waift-of-the-female-Earth, 
tinged - with - a - variety-of-rays-like-many-ex- 
ceediugly - bright - rubies, pearls - and- other^ 
gems, with - water - whofe-mud-was-become- 
muflc - through - the - frequent - bathing-of-the- 
fragrant - bofom - of - beautiful - Goddefles - ri- 
iing-up-after- having - dived - in - it ; and having 
offered to the fun, the divine luminary, the- 
genni-of-one-circle-of-heaven, eye-of-thc-three^ 
worlds, Lord of-the lotos, a di(h embelliflied- 
with-flowers-of-various-forts (this difli is filled 
with the plant Darbha, rice in the hulk, dif-,1 
fereiu flowers, and fandal) have granted to him, 
who has viewed the preceptor of the Gods and 
of Demons, who has adored the Sovereign 
Pcity the-huibaud-of-AMRiCA' (or Durga') 

hasi 
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has facrificed, -caufed-otbers-to-facrifice, -has- 
rcad-caufed-others-to-read, -and-has-perform- 
cd-the-reft-of-the-fix (Sacerdotal) funftions ; 
who-is-eminently-lkilled-in-the- whole - bufi- 
neis of- performing -facrifices^ who-has-held- 
up - thc-root - and - ftalk - of -the- facred-lotos ;- 
who - inhabits - the- clty-s'Ri'-ST'HA^NACA (^r ' 
uMe of Fortune) defcended from Jamadag ni ; 
who-performs- due-rites-in- the - holy - ftream ; 
who-diftin£lly-kno\<^s-the-myfl:erious-branches 
(of the FJdas), the domeftick prieft, the reader, 
s'ri^ Ticcapaiya, fon *of s'ri" Chch'iiin- 
tafaiya the aftrononi'cr, for-the-purpole-of- 
facrificing-caufing-others-to • facrifice - reading- 
caufing-others-,to-read-and.difcharging-the.reft- 
of-the- fix- (Sacerdotal) duties, of performing the 
(^daily fervice of) Vdfwadeva w^ith offerings of 
TJce, milk, and materials of facrifice, and-of^ 
CQmpleting-with-due-folemnity • the - facrifice- 
<>r-fire-of-doing-fuch-a(5ls-as-mufl:-continually- 
be-done, and fuch - as - muft-occafio<ially-be- 
-performed, of paying-due-honours to guefta 
and ftr^ngers, and-of-fupporting his-own-fa- 
mily, the village of CA^/wWr^-ftanding-at-the- 
extremity of- the- territory of Vatfarajay and the 
boundaries of whjch are^ to the Eaft theVillago 
Qi^ Fmgamba and a water-fall-from a moun- 
fain ; to the South the villages o{ Ndgdmba and 
Muhidingarica ; to the Wgil the river Samba-^ 

rapalfica ; 
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rapalich ; to the North the villages of Sdmbivi 
and C&fiyaUca\ aiid betides this the full 
(diJIriSl) of Tccabalcl Pal/ica^ the boundaries of 
which are to the Eaft Sid^bali ; to the South the 
river Mot^hala ; to the Weft Ccicadlva^ Halla^ 
falltch^ and Bddaviraca ; to the North Taldvali 
PaUicd ; and alfo the Village of Aulacy&^ the 
boundaries of which (are) to the Eaft Taddga ; 
to the South Govini ; to the Weft Charici ; to 
the North Calibalct-yacholi : (that land) thus 
furveyed-on-the-four-quarters-and . limited-to- 
its-proper-boundsjwith-its-herbage-wood-and- 
water, and with-power-of-punifliing-for-thc- 
ten-crimes, except that before given as the por- 
tion of Deva^ or of Brahmi^ 1 have hereby re- 
Icafcd, and lirpited-by-the-duration-of-the-fun- 
the-moon-and-mountains, confirmed with-the- 
ceremony-pf adoration^ with a copious efFufion 
of water, and with the higheft afts-of-worftiip ^ 
and the fame land (hall be enjoyed by his lineal- 
and-collateral-heirs, or caufed-to-be-cnjoyedt 
nor Ihall difturbance be given by any perfoa 
whatever; fmce it is thus declared by great 
Munis I 

ST4NZAS. 

I. The earth is enjoyed by many kings, hj 
$a'gar, and by others: to whomfocvcr the 

foU 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



25^ AN INDIAN GRANT OF LAND, 

foil at any time belongs, to him at that time 
belong the fruits of it. 

2. A SPEEDY gift is attended with no fatigue ; 
a continued fupport, with great trouble ; there- 
fore even the Rijlns declare, that a continuance 
of fupport is better than a fingle gift. 

3. Exalted Emperors of good difpofitions 
have given land, as Ra'mabhadra advifes 
again and again : this is the true bridge of 
juftice for fovercigus : from time to time (O 
kings) that bridge muft be repaired by you. 

4. Those pofleflions here below, which have 
been granted in former times by fovereigns, 
given for - the - fake-of - religion - increafe - of- 
weal th-or-of-fame, are exaaiy equal to flowers 
which have been offered to a Deity: what good 
plan would xdumefuch gifts ? 

Thus, confirming the precepts of ancient 
MunPs, all future kings miift gather the /ruit- 
of-obferving-religious-duties ; and let not the 
ilain-of- the-crime-of-deftroying-this-^rtf«/ be 
borne henceforth by any-one : fnice, whatever 
jf>nnce, being fupplicated, (hall, through avarice, 
having-his-mind-wholly-furrounded-with-the- 
gloom-of-ignorance -contemptuoufly -difmifs- 
the-injured-fuppliant; he, being guilty of five 
^r<at and/w fmall crimes, fliall long in dark- 
ji<?f$ inhabit Raurava, Mabaraurava, Andha^ 

Tamifrax 
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Tamtfra^ and the other places of punifliment. 
And thus it is declared by the divine Vya'sa : 

S tA N Z J S. 

I. He who feizes land given-by-himfelf 
or by-another (fovereign), will rot among 
worms, himfelf a worm, iix the midft of 
ordure. 

a. They who fcize granted-land arc born 
again, living with great fear, in dry cavities of 
trees in the unwatered forefts on the yindJhian 
(mountains). 

3* By feizing one cow, one vefture, or even 
one nail's breadth of ground, a king continues 
in hell till an univerfal deftrudion of the world 
has happened. 

4. By (a gift of) a thoufand gardens, and by 
(a gift of) a hundred pools of water, by (giving) 
a hundred lac of oxen, a difleifor of (granted) 
land is not cleared from offence. 

5. A grantor of land remains in heaven 
fixty thoufand years ; a difleifor, and he who 
refufes to do juftice, continues as many (years^ 
in helL 

And, agreeably to this, in what is written by 
the hand of the Secretary, (the King) having 
ordered it, declares his own intention ; as it is 
written by the command of me, fovereign of 

the 
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the Great Circle, the Fortunate ARicfi^sAKt 
DeVara'ja, fon of the Sovereign of the Great 
Circle, the Fortunate, Invincible, DeVaraja* 

And this is written, by order of the Fortu- 
nate King, by me Jo'-uba, the brother's- fon-of- 
s'Ri' NA'CALAiYA,-the-great-Bard,-dwelling- 
in-thc royal palace; engraved -on* platcs-of- 
copper by Ve'dapaiya*^ fon Mana Dha'ra 
Paiya. Thus (it ends). 

Whatever herein (may be) defective in- 
one - fyUable, or have -one - fyllablft - redun-^ 
dant, all that is (neverthelefs) complete evi-» 
dence (of the grant.) Thus (ends the whole)* 



A ROYAL 
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ROYAL GRANT OF LAND. 

BNORAV£l> ON A COPPEk PLATE, 

Hearing date twENTv-TrtkEE years before Christ j 

AND DISCOVERED AMONG THE RUINS AT 

M O N G U E E R- 

TRANSLATED FROM THE ORIGINAL SANSCRIT 
BY CHARLES WILKIN S, E3CUIN Ijtx^ 



DEB PAUL DEB*. 

J^EOSPERlTY ! 

HIS wiflies are accomplifhcd. His heart 
is ftedfaft in the caufe of others. He 
walks in the paths of virtue. May the 
atchievemcnts of this fortunate Prince caufe 
innumerable bleflings to his people ! 

Bv difplaying the ftrength of his genius, Re 
hath difcovered the road to all human acquire- 

* In this tranflatlon the Sanfirlt names arc written as 
they are pronounced in Bengal, 

ments ; 
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ments ; for being a Soogot *, he is Lord of 
the Univerfe. 

Got^AAL, King of the World, poflefled 
matchlefs good Fortune : he was Lord of two 
Brides ; the Earth and her Wealth. By com- 
parifbii of the learned, he was likened unto 
Preetoo +, Sogor |, and others, and it is 
credited. 

When his innumerable army marched, the 
heavens were fo filled with the duft of their 
feet, that the birds of the air could reft upon it. 

♦ Soogot — fignifiesan Alheift, or followerof the Tenets 
cf Soogot a Philofopher, who if faid to have flourifhed at a 
place called Keekot in the province of Bchar, one thoufand 
years after the commencement of the KoUe Joog^ or Iron 
Age ; of which thi&. i& tlie ^Sftad Year. He believed 
invifible things only, or fuch as maybe deduced from 
cfieSs the caufe of which is known : as from fmoke 
the exiftence of lire. He wrote many books to prove the 
abfurdity of the religion of the Brahmens ; and £ome upon 
Aftronomy and other fciences, all which are faid to be 
now in being. He further held, that all our a<5^ions are at« 
tended by their own rewards and punifhments in this life; 
and that all animals having an equal right toexiilence with 
Man, they fliould not be killed either for fport or food. 

f Pr/^/^5^-— was the fon of Btm^ and Raajaa of a place 
called Beetoor near Lucknotu. He flourifhed in the firft 
.Age of the World, and is faid to have levelled the earth, 
and, having prepared it for cultivation, obliged the people 
to live in fociety. 

X Sogor — the name of a Raajaa who [lived in the fccond 
Age at Ojoodho, and is faid to have dug the rivers. 

He 
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He aftcd according to what is writtfcri in the 
Sbaajlra*^ and obliged the different fefts to 
tkmform to their proper tenets. He was blefled 
with a fon^ Dbormo Paal^ when he became in- 
dependent of his forefathers, who are in heaven* 

His elephants moved like walking moun- 
tains, and the earth, oppreiled by their weight 
and mouldered into duft, found refuge in the 
peaceful heavens. 

He went to extirpate the widced and plant 
the good, and happily his falvation was efiefled 
at the fame time : for his ftrvants vifited 
Kedaar^y and drank milk according to the 
law ; and they offered up their vows, where 
the Ganges joins the ocean, and at Gokornaa J^ 
and other places ||. 

* Sbaqftra'^hooV of divine ordinations, ^hk wotd is ik*^ 
rived from a root fignifying to command* 

t KeJaaT'-^z famous place,fituated to tBe honMoS Hindcf- 
ltfff,vilitcd,tothisday,on account of its fiippofed fan£lity. 

X Gii$rnaa-^z place of religious rcfort nHr Punjab. 

I This and a few other pafiages appear ihconfiftent with 
the principles of a Soogpt ; to reconcile it therefore, it 
&ould be remarked, that as he was ifluing his orders to 
fubjcfb of a different perfuafion, it was natural for hlih 
to ufe a language the heft calculated to ibike them with 
awe, and bind them to a performance of his comolandf* 
The Pandit by whofe affiftance this tranflation was made^ 
when he was defired to explain this feeming contradifiion^ 
^iked whethet we did tlot, in our cotirts, fwear a Muffidm^H 
upon the Koran, and a Hindu by the waters of the Ganges, 
although we ourfel^^es had not the leaA faith in either. 

. Vol. 11. S WheiT 
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When he had aumplcted his conquefU^ he' 
releafed all the rebellious Priuces he had mado^ 
captive^ aad each returning to his own couvitrj 
ladea with preients^ refleded upon thk gene- 
rous daed, aod longed to fee him again; at 
xoortals, rMaembermg a pre-exiftence> . witib ta 
leturn to the rcsalms of light. 

Ttf IS Prince took the hand of the daughter 
of Porobol^ Raajaa of many countries, whoia 
aame 'was- Ro^naa Debec ; and he became 
ietded. 

Tii£ peopk, being amazed at her beauty^ 
formed different opinions of hen Some £ud k 
was Locku^ herfelf in her (hape ; x)thers9 that 
the earth had aflumed her form ; many faid it 
was the Raajaa*s fame and reputation *; and 
others, that a houfchold goddefs had entered hi& 
jwllace. And her wifdom and Tirtue fel; her 
above all the ladies of the court. 
. This virtuous and praifc-worthy Princefe 
bore a fon Deb Paal Deb^ as the ihelt cfthe 
bccan produces the pearl :— 

In whofe heart there is no impurity ; of^fcw 
words, and ^gentle manners ; and who peace- 
jAly inherited jjhe kingdom of his father, a$ 
th^eefatwo + fueceeded Soogot. 
* He who, marching through many countries 
Jnajdng eonquefts, arrived with his elepbanto 
<■ *? * ' ' ' ' ■ . , ■ 

* Lochf'-^ih^ Jfiindoo Goddefs of Fojrtuac. ^ 
*r f Bodbeefotwc — was the fo»of Scogoi. 

in 
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in ^ forefts of the mountiuns of Bitndbyo *, 
where femng again their long-loft famiUes, thtf 
ixuxod their mutual tears ; and who going to 
fitbdue other Princes, his young borfes nieet«* 
ing thdr feoialcs uKomioge f , thej mutually 
nettled for joy. 

He who has opened again the road of libe<- 
rality^ which was firft marked out in the 
J&^o y pegf I by S^/ff § ; in which ^oor^^ H 
walked in the Tretam Jo€g%; which was 
deanfed by Kotm ♦♦ in the Dwafor Joog ++^ 
and was again choked up in the Koke Joog W^ 
after the death of Soko(hveefee §§. 

* Biendbp'^mmt of die mottBtatits on tlie condaeflt 

t JE#m^4w->now called Camhy* 

i Krciuji^g'^ht firft Agt of the World, femetimes 
called the Suitie Joigy or age of purity. 

$ B$lee-^% famous Giant of the firft Age i%ho is iibled 
tt have cooqueied earth, heaven* and hell. 

1 Bbaar£ob'"^zBrabmin^'y9hoy having put to death all the 
prbces of the earth, ufurped the government of the 
whole. 

fT Treetaa ^#0; -^the feeond Age, or of three parts good* 

** Ktrnc^z famous Hero in the third Age of the 
World. He was General to D99rjodh9ny whofe wars with 
j9odiJleir are the fubje£t of the MibaHarat, the grand 
Eptck Poem of the Hind$os» 

+t Dvmpf 7^— the third Age of the World. 

^ K^Ui J$og — the fourth or prefent Age of the Worlds 
of which 4882 years are elapfed. . 

§§ SokoJwie/ei-^zn epithet of BiekromaaJtitytu a famous 
AtaCjnz^ He liicceeded his brother S9k0a4irt/$p whom he 
p^t to death. * 

S a Hs 
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"He who conquered the earth from the fource 
of the Ganges as far as the well-known bridge 
which was conftrufted by the enemy of Do^ 
faafyo* ; from the river oilj4chec6ol\^ as fkr 
as the ocean of the habitation of Bor$on J. 

At Mood'gO'gheeree §, where is encamped 
his viftoribus army ; acrofs whofe river a bridge 
of boats is conftruftcd for a road, which is 
miftaken for a chain of mountains; where im- 
menfe herds of elephants, like thick black 
clouds, fo darken the face of day, that people 
think it the feafon of the rains ; whither the 
Princes of the North fend fo many troops of 
horfe,' that the duft of their hoofs fpreads dark- 
nefs on all fides; whither fo many mighty 
Chiefs of Jumboodweep (( refort to pay their 
refpcAs, that the earth /inks beneath the weight 
of the feet of their attendants ; there Deb 
PaalDeb (who, walking in the footfteps of the- 
itiighty Lord of the great Soogots^ the great 
Commander, Raajaa of Mohaa Raajaas, Dhor^ 

* Do/aafyo^'^tit of the names of Raabon^ whoTe wars 
with iJ^n5«L are the fubgeft of a poem called the Raamayon. 

f Itudeecool-^riDw.cMcd Luekiepeon 
. t BorcoK — Ood of the t>cean. 

According to this account the Raajaa's Dominions oc-- 
tended from the Cow's Mouth to Adam's Bridge in Cejlm^ 
ij^d to have been built hy Raam in his wars with Raabon • 
from Lutkeepoor as far as Goozerat, 

§ Mood'20'gheim^^noyN czWtA Monguesr. 

II Jumhoodipifp-^TLCccirAing to the Hindso GcographjTfV 
implies the habitable part of the £ar(lu ....*• 
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mo Paa/ Deby is himfelf mighty Lord of the 
great Soogots^ a great Commander, and Raajaa 
of Mohaa Raajaas) iffucs his commands.— To 
all the inhabitants of the town of Mefeeka, 
iituated in Krecmeelaa^ in the province of Sree 
Nogor *, which is my own property, and 
which is not divided by any land belonging to 
another ; to all Raanok and Raaje-pootroo ; to 
the + Omaatyoj Mohaa-kaarttaa-kreeUeko^ Mo^ 
haa^Dondo-Nayky Mohaa-Proteehaary Mohaa^ 
Saamont Moo^ haa-Dow-Saadhon-Saadhoneeko^ 
Mobaa-^Koomaaraa-Matyo ; to the Promaatree 

* Sree Nogor-^ht ancient name of Patna. 

t Omaat^ — Prime Minifter. Mobaa-kaarttaa-ireeieehy 
Chief Inveftigator of all things. Mo-haa-Dondo-Nayky 
CLicf Officer of Pun:(hmcnts. M^baa-Protee-haary Chief 
Keeper of the Gates. Mohaa Saamonto^ Genera] iffimo. 
Mehaa»Dow^SaaScrt'SaaS0neeh^ Chief Ob?iator of Difr 
ficulties. Mohaa-Kogmaaraa-Maiyg^ Chief Inftrudor of 
Children. Promaatree^ Keeper of the Records. Ssrcb* 
hongOy Patrols. RaajoflaanceyOy Vice Roy. OcpareekoySu* 
perintendant. Daajad^raadbeehy Inveftigator of Crimes. 
Chow-rod^dho''r9neek9y Thief Catcher. Daan-deekoy Mace* 
fearer. Dondo-pafeekoy Keeper of the InftruiQents of Pu- 
likiAment. Sowl-kcekoy Colledor of Cuftoms. Gotulmeekoj 
Commander of a fmall party. KyotropOy Supervifor of 
Cultivation. Praantopaalo^ Guard of the Suburbs. Kotbto^ 
paaloy Commander of a J^ort. Kaand4>4r§fyoy Gu;ird of the 
Wards of theCity. 7Wia^;W/^i^,ChiefGj*ar4 of the Wards. 
Bfeneejoektokoy Direflor of Affairs. Doofcpryfoneehy Chief 
of the Spies. Gomaa-Gomeekoy Meffcngcrs. Obheeworo. 
maanoy Swift MefTtngers. Beefoypoteey Governor of a 
City. Torepoteey Supcrintendam of Uie Rivers. Toreeko^ 
C^jhitf of the Boats. 

S 3 and 
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and Sorohbongo ; to the Raajojlaaneeyo^ Oopo^ 
reeko^ Daafaaforaadheekoj Chowrod dbaroneeJko^ 
Daanckekoj Dondopaafeeko^ Sowl-keekoy Gowl-- 
fneeko^ Kyotropo^ Praantopaah^ Kothtopaaio and 
Kaandaarokyo \ to the ^ odaajooktoko and the 
Beeneejooktoko ; to the keeper of the elepbant^^ 
horfes and camels ; to the keeper of the mareSf 
colts, cows, buffaloes, (heep, and goats ; to 
the DootQpryfoneeko^ Gomaa-Gomeeh^ and OB- 
heetworomaano ; to the Bcefoypotee^ Ttoropotec 
and Toretko ; to the different tribe$, Gowr^ 
Maaloby Khofo, Hbon^ Kookeko^ Kornaato^ Laa^ 
faato, and Bhoto ; to all others of our fubjefts 
who are not here fpccified ; and to the inhabi- 
tants of the neighbouring villages, from the 
Braahtnon and fathers of large families, to the 
tribes of Mcdo^ Ondhoroiko^ and Chcndaalo. 

Be it known, that I have given the above- 
mentioned town of Mefeeka, whofe limits in- 
clude the fields where the cattle graze, above 
and below the furface, with all the lands be- 
longing to it ; together with all the Mango 
and Modhoo trees ; all its waters and all their 
banks and verdure ; all its rents and tolls, with 
all fines for crimes, and r^vards for catching 
thieves. In it there (hall be no moleflation, no 
paflage for troops ; nor (hall any one take from 
it the fmallefl part. I give likewife every thing 
ihat^has been poflefled by the fervants of the 

Raajaa* 
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IRaajaa. I give the Earth and Sky, as long as 

the Sun and Moon (hall laft : except, however, 

fuck lands as have been given to God, and to 

the Braabmans, which they have long poflefled 

dtid now enjoy. And that the glory of my 

father and piother and my own feme may 

iit incroafed, I have caufed this Saafon ♦ to be 

engraved, and granted nnto the great Botht^ 

Beebkoraato Mee/ro, who has acquired all the 

wifdom of books and has fhidied the Bedds + 

unckr OJlaayono ; who is deiccnded from Ow- 

pomonyobo ; who is the fbn of the learned and 

immaculate Botho Boraahoraato^ and whofe 

grandfather was Botho Beefworaato^ learned in 

the B^ddsj and expert in performing the Jog %. 

Know all the aforefaid, that as beftowing is 

meritorious, fo taking away deferves puniih* 

ment ; wherefore leave it as I have granted it. 

Let aH his neighbours and thofe who till the 

land, be obedient to my commands. What 

you have formerly been accuftomed to perform 

and pay, do it unto him in all things. Dated 

ill the thirty-third Sombot {| and twenty-firft 

day of the month of Maarga. 

Thus 

* Saafm — fignifics an Ed'nEl. 

f Beads — Hindoo Scriptures. 

t y^S — Sacrifice. 

II Somboi^mpVits the JEr2L of Raajaa Beekromadnigo. 

The ^raabmens^ throughout Hindoftan^ keep time according 

to the three following Epochas : The Kolyobdo^ from the 

flight of Kreejbno^ or commencement of the KoUe Joog^ 

S 4 4882 
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Th0S Ipcak the foUpwing Slakes * from the 
phorrnoOnoafaafon: 

I. *^ Ram hath rcqmrcd, from time to time 
^* of all the Raajaas that may reign, that 
^^ the bridge of their bencficeqce be the fame, 
^* and that they do continually repair it. 

z. ** Lands have been granted by Sogor 
'^ and many other Raajaas ; and the fame of 
.** their deeds devolves to their fucceflbrs, 

3* «^ He whp difpoifeflcs any one of his 
^^ property, which I myfelf, or others have 
*' given, may he, becoming a worm, grow 
^* rotten in ordure with his^forefathers* 

^* 4. Riches and the life of man arc as 
*^ tranfient as drops of water upon a leaf o# the 
** Lotus. Learning this truth, O man ! do 
'* not attempt to deprive another of his re- 
^^ putation,- 

The Raajaah, for the publick good, hath 
appointed his virtuous fon, Raajyo Patti^ to tl>e 
dignity of Jowbo Raajaa. He is in both lines 
of defccnt illuftrious, and hath acquired all the 
knowledge of hi& father. 

4882 years. . The SomhU f^otn the death of Beekromadh 
tetp^ 1837 year?, T\it Sokaahddy from the death of Raajaa 
Soko 1 703. 

* 5/*^^.'— :flanzas, cp(nmonIy, hut crroneoufly,' written 

Jfi)logU£S. 

|lem^4Rk;s 
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KEMARKS ON THE PRECEDING PAPER^ 
BY THE PRESIDENT. 
SOME doubts h«ving arifen in my mind concerning 
the preceding tranIlation» I venture to propofe them in the 
form of notes. 

P- 255, /. (>.fr$m bffttmf.TbisfortunatiPrinei'-^U not the 
firfi couplet in honour of BuddhAi one of whofe names, ia 
the Amanojby is Svoat A ? hfiUower of his tenets would 
have been denominated a Saugat, in the derivative form* 
We muft obfervei that the BauJdbsj or Saugat$^ are called 
Aihiijli by the Brah^ns^ whom they oppofcd ; but it is 
mere inve&ive ; and this very Grant fully difproves the ca- 
lumny by admitting a future ftate of rewards and puniih* 
mcnts. Sue AT was a reformers and , every reformer muft 
exptA to be calumniated. 

p. 256. /. 9. ffl^n bis innumer(fUt armj) The third ^ 
ftanza in the original is here omitted, either by an over- 
fight, or becaufe the (ame iou^ of wnpittg elephants oc- 
curs afterwards, and might have been thought fuperfluous 
in this place : neverthelefs, I infert a literal tranflationof it. 
1^ By whom, having conquered the earth as far as the 
M ocean, it was left, as being unprofitably feized ; fo^ 
^ declared: and bis elephants weeping faw again jp the 
** forefts their kindred wbofc-eyes-w/r^* full- of-tei|rs." 

P. 258. /, 9. rff$any countries) The PapfSts infift, that 
Jiq/btracufa in the original is the name pf a particular 
country. 

P. 263. /. q»from bottem. Patedin the 33d Somiot) That ia 
year\ for Samvat is on\j znzhhreviztionof Samvat/ara. This 
date^ therefore, might only mean the thirty-third year ^ the 
JCing's reign ; but, fince Yi,crama*ditya was furnamc4 
tbe foe of S ACA, and is praife^ by that name in a pre- 
ceding ftanza, we may fafely infer, that the Grant was 
dated thirty-three years after the death of that illuftrious 
Emperor, whom the Iting of Gaur^ though a Sovereign 
Prince, acl^owledged ^ lord paramo\|At of (ndia> 

MEMO, 
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CON.CBANINQ 

AN OLD BUI LD IN Q, 

JV THE HADJIPORE DISTRICT, NEAR TH» 
GUNDUCK RIVER, SCC. 

BY MR* RStTBEN BURROW. 



THE Pyrarxiids of Eg^f>t as well as thofc 
lately difcovered ia Ireland (and probably 
too the Tower of Babrl)^ fcem to have bcea 
intended ^r nothing mott than images of 
Mahai>eo* 

Two of the Sakkara Pyramids defcribed by 
NoRDEN, arc like many of the fmall onea 
ufually built of mud in the villages o^ Bengali 
one of the Pyramids of Dajhour drawn by 
PococK, is nearly fimilar to that I am going 
to mention, except in the acutenefs of the angle ; 
moft of the Pagjulas of the Carnatk are cither 
complete or truncated Pyramids j and an old 

Stone 
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Stone Building without any cavity, which I faw 
in Tambeah^ near the Catabeda river on thb 
^racan Coajiy differed fo little from a Pyramid 
that I did not fufpeft it was meant for the 
itnage of Seeva, till I was told it by the 
natives* 

The largeft building of the kind whidh I 
have yet feen in InJiuj is about two days journey 
up the Gunduck River near a place called Kef- 
fereah: it goes by the name of ** Bheem 
** Sain*s Dewry/* but feems evidently in» 
tended for the well-known image of Mah adeo ; 
having originally been a cylinder placed npon 
the fruftum of a cone for the purpofe of being 
feen at a diftance. It is at prefent very much 
decayed, and it is not eafy to tell whether the 
upper part of the cylinder has been globular or 
conical ; a confiderable quantity qf the outfide 
is fallen down, but it ftill may be feen a good 
difUnce up and down the River. 

The day I went from the River to view 
it was fo uncommonly hot, that the walk and 
a fever together obliged me to truft to the 
meafurements of a fervant. For want of a better 
inftrument, he took the circumference of the 
cylindric^ part in lengths of a fpear, and from 
that 9s a fcale, and a Iketch of the building 
taken at a diftance, I deduced the following di- 
menfions ; what dependence ther^ may be on 

his^ 
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his mcafurcs I cannot determine ; but probably 
liicy are not very erroneous. 

Diameter of the Cylindrical part, 64 feet* 
Height of the Cylinder, 65 

Height of the Conic fruftum on > 

which the Cylinder i8 placed, i ^^ » 
Piameter of the Cone at the bafe, ^6^ 

Both, the Cone and -the Cylinder were of 
bricks ; thofe of the laft were of Afferent fizcs, 
many of them two fpans long and one broad $ 
others were of the common lize, but thinner^ 
Sfciid they were well burnt though bedded in 
mortar little better than mud : there did not 
appear any fignc of the Cylinder's being hol- 
low : the Conical part was overgrown with 
jungle^ but I broke through it in feveral places^ 
find fouiid it every where bficfc. 

1 DO not recollect whether it be vifible from 
the fcitc of the antient city where the famous 
Pillar of Singeah flands, or not ; but have a faint 
idea that it !?• What- the intention of thcfe ex- 
traordinary columns rpay have been originally^ 
i;> p.rhaps not fo eafy to tell. At firft fight it 
would feem that they were for holding infcrip- 
fions, becaufe thofe of Bettiahj Debit j an4 
Jffabahady have infcriptions (though in a cha* 
fSfter that has pot. been yet deciphered).; but 

th? 
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Ae Pillar of Singeah fccms to have none what- 
ever, for fome Bramins told me they attended 
att the time it was dug to the foundation, near 
twenty feet nnder ground, by a gentleman or 
Patna^ who had hopes to have found fome trea- 
fures, and that there was not the leaft veftigc 
of any infcription upon it. Probably thole Pil- 
lars, Cleopatra's Needle, and the Devir% 
Bolts at Boroughbridge^ may all have the fame 
religious origin. 

Perhaps the connexion of time and place 
may apologize for the diveriity of the fubje6k 
in mentioning, that while I fat under the (hade 
of a large tree near the Pyramid on account of 
the fultry heat, fome of the people of the ad- 
jacent village came and played there with 
Cowries on a diagram, that was formed by 
placing five points in a circular order, and join* 
ing every pair of alternate points by a line, 
which formed a kind of pentagon. This brought 
to my recolleftion a circumftance told me by a 
gentleman in England^ that an old piece of 
filver plate had been dug out of the earth with 
fuch a figure upon it. The ufe of it was totally 
unknown, as well as the age ; and I was defired 
to find what geometrical properties the figure 
pofleflcd. One T remember was, that if any 
number of points whatever were placed in a cir- 
cular order, and each two alternate points joined, 

then 
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then the fum of all the falient angles of the 
figure would be eqtal to two right angles whea 
the number of points was odd ; but equal ta 
four right angles when the number was even«> 
Euclid's properties of the angles of the tri- 
angle and trapezium are particular cafes of 
thefe ; but I had no fufpicion of the real inten- 
tion of the figure till I faw the uie here made 
of it. It ieems, however, an argument in favour 
of the identity of the Druids and Bramms^ as 
well as another well-known diagram ufuaUy 
called the " fFal/s of "Troy^^ which was nlcd 
originally in theHm^oaftrdogy. Thefe figures^ 
hQwever, appear to^ have flowed from a much 
higher fource, and to have relation to what 
Leibnitz had a diftant idea of, in his Analyfia 
of Situati<m9 Euclid in his Porifms, and 
GiRARD perhaps in his reflitntion of theoa : in 
fad, as the modern Algebraifts have the s^ 
vantage of transferring a great part of thdr 
labour from the head to the hands^ i:^ there is 
reafon to believe that the Hindoos had nmham^ 
cal methods of reafontng geometrically^ much 
ipore extenfive than the elementary raethods^ 
made ufc of at prefent ; and that even tlwir 
games were deduced from, and intended pcr-f 
haps to be examples of them : but this deferves 
to be treated more at length elfewhcre. 

The fame apology may perhaps excuic my 
, toentiohing here, that the idea of the Ntle^s 

deriving 
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deriving its floods from the melted (hows, as well 
as the Ganges^ appears to be rather imaginary : 
they feem to be caufed principally by the rains ; 
for the high hills beyond the jy^n/w/ir apparently 
retain their (how all the year, and therefore the 
quantity melted could never produce the enor- 
mous fwcU of the Ganges ; not to mention that 
the ^ffeQt of a thaw ieems di^eut firon^ what 
would arifc from the mere difference of heat, 
and therefore might partly take place ia wiatei 
and thr dry feafon. That the raini are fufficicnc 
for the purpofe witluHit recurring to the hypo- 
thefis of melted fnows, appears from the follow- 
ing fa£t, A little before I obferved the aforelaid 
Pyramid, 1 had been a confiderable diftance up 
the Gunduck : the river was low for the time 
of the year, and the hills that (kirt the borders 
of Nejf>aulvrtre clear, and apparently not above 
fifteen cofs diftant. Soon after a heavy ftower 
fell upon thjcm for fbme hours, and the river 
ibon after was filled to the veiy banks, and 
continued fb for many days, and large trec5 
vrere torn up by the roots, and came driving 
down with fiich force by the torrent, that my 
boat was often endangered. Now oti thefe hillf 
there was aAually no fnow whatever ; and as the 
rife was obvioufly caufed by the rains, it may 
reafonably be concluded that the fsimecffbd has 
the fame caufe in other places. 

OF 
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OF THE 

METHOD 

OF 

DISTILLING, 

AS FRACTISED BY THE NATIVES AT CHATKA 
IN R AMGUR, AND IN THE OTHER PROVINCES, 
PERHAPS WITH BUT LITTLE VARIATION^ 

BY ARCHIBALD EEIR, £S(U 



THE body of the Still they ufe, is a com- 
mon, large, unglazed, earthen, water 
Jar, nearly globular, of about twenty-five 
inches diameter at the wideft part of it, and 
twenty-two inches deep to the neck, which neck 
jtifes two inches more, and is eleven inches wide 
in the opening. Such, at leaft, was the iize of 
the one J mcafured; which they filled about 
a. half with fomented Mdhwah-JlowerSj that 
fw^m in the liquor to be diftilled. 

The Jar they placed in a Furnace, not the 
moft artificial, though fecmingly not Ut adapted 

ta 
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to give a great heat with but a very little fuel. 

This they made bj digging a round hc^e in the 

ground, about twenty inches wide^ and full 

three feet deep; cutting an opening in the 

front, iloping down to the bottom, on the fides 

perpendicular, of about nine inches^ wide, and 

fifteen long, reckoning from the circle where 

the Jar was to come, to ferve to throw in the 

w^ood at, and for a paflage to the air. On the 

iide tocv they cut another fmall opening, of 

about four inches by three, the Jar, when 

placed, forming one iide of it, to ferve as a 

chimney for the fmoke to go out at. The 

bottom of the earth was rounded up like a cup. 

Having then placed the Jar in this, as far as it 

would go down, they covered It above, all 

round, with clay, except at the two opetiings, 

till within about a fifm of its height ; when 

their furnace was completed. 

In this way, I reckon, there was a full third 
of the furface of the body of the Still or Jar ex^ 
pofed to the flame, when the fire came to be 
ligj^ed ; and its bottom not reaching to within 
two feet of where the fuel was, left a capacious 
hollow between them, whence the wood, that 
was fhort and dry, when lighted, being moftly 
converted into flame, and circulating on fo 
great a furface of the Still, gave a much ftronger 
heat than could elfe have been produced from fo 

Vol. IL T vei:y 
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very little fuel ; a confideration well worth tht 
attention of a manufacturer, in our country 
more efpecially, where firing is {o dear. There 
inde^9 and particularly as coal is ufed, it would 
be better, no doubt, to have a grate } and thar 
the air (hould enter from below. As to the 
benefit refultii^g from the body of the Still being 
of earthen ware, I am not quite fo clear in it. 
Yet, ^s lighter fubftanceg are well known to 
franlinit heat more gradually and flowly than the 
tnore fblid, fuch as metals; may not earthen 
Veflcls, on this account, be lefs apt to burn 
their contents, fo as to communicate an empy- 
Tcumatick ^fte and fmell to the liquor that i\ 
diftilled, fo ofipn, and fo juftly complained ofi,^ 
^ith.us ? * At any rate, in this country, where 
pots are made fo cheap, I Ihould think them 
greatly preferable, as, at leaft, much lefs ex- 
penfive than thofc whidh the gentlemen en- 
gaged in this manufafture moft comnwnly 
employ : though of this they are beft able to 
judge. 

Having thus made their furnace, and placetl 
the body of the Still in it, as above defcribed, 
they to this luted on, with moiftened clay, to 
its neck, at the opening, what they here call an 
jidkur ; forming with it, at once, a cover for 
the body of the Still, with a fuitable perforation 
in it to let the vapour rife through ; and the 
under part of the alerobick. The Adkur was 

made 
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midc With two earthen pans, having round 
holes in their middl^i of about four inches dia- 
m^er ; and their bottoms being turned oppofuc 
the one to the other, they were cemented tor 
gethcr with clay, forminga neck of jun^ion thus^ 
of about three inches^ with the (mall rifing on th# 
upper pan. The lowermoft of thefe wa8 more 
(hallowy And about eleven inches wide, fo as to 
cover exa£Hy the opening at the neck ofthejari 
to which they luted it on with day. The upper 
and oppofite of thefe was about four inches deep^ 
and fourteen inches wide, with a ledge round m 
perforation in the middle, riling, as is already 
fard, from the inner fide of the neck, of aboiic 
half an inch high, by which a gutter was 
fornf>ed to collect the condetifed {pirit as it fell 
ik)wn t and from this there was a hole in the 
pan to let it runoffby ; to which hole they occa- 
(ionally luted on a fmall hollow Bamboo^ of^abouc 
two feet and a half in length, to convey it to the 
receiver below* The upper pan had alfo ano- 
ther hole in it, of about an inch fquare, at near 
a quarter of its (Jircumference from the one be- 
low juft fpoken of, that ferved to let off the 
water employed in cooling ; as Ihall be rneti* 
tioned prefently. 

Tmeir Mkur being thus fitted to the Jar, 
they completed the alembick by taking a copper 
pot, fuch as we ufe in our kitchens, of about 
five inches deep, eight wide at the mouth, and 

T 2 ten 
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ten at "the bottom, which was rather flattiifh } 
and turning its mouth downward, over the 
opening in the Adkur^ luted it down on the ki- 
fide of the Jar with clay* 

For their cooler they raifed a feat, clofc u^n, 
and at the back part of the furnace, about a foot 
higher than the bottc^ of the copper-pot ; on this 
they placed a two or three gallon-pot, with a round 
hole, of about half an inch, in the fide of it ; 
and to this hole, before they lighted their fire, 
they luted on a (hort tube of a like bore ; 
placing the pot, and direfting its fpout fo as 
that, when filled with water, it threw a con* 
llant and uniform ftrcam of it, from about a foot 
high, or near the Center of the bottom of the 
i:oppcr-pot % where it was difFufed pretty com* 
pletely over its whole furface ; and the water 
falling down into the upper part of the pan of 
;the Adkur^ it thence was conveyed through the 
fquare hole already mentioned, by a trough 
luted on to it for that purpofe, to a cooling 
tcfervoir a few feet from the furnace ; from 
which they took it up again to fupply the upper 
pot as occafion required* 
• As their ftock of water, however, in this ioti 
of circulation was much fmaller than it feeny- 
ingly ought to have been, being fcarcely more 
than fix or eight gallons, it too foon became hot; 
yet in fpite of this difadvantage, that fo eafily 

might 
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mi^t have been remedied, and the (hortnefs of 
the conduding tube, which bad nothing but 
the common air to cool it, there ran a ftream 
of liquor from the Still ; and but very little 
vapour rifing from it ; beyond any thing I had 
ever ieen firom i^Us of a much larger iize, 
fitted with a worm and cooler. Li about three 
hours time, indeed, from their lighting of the 
fire, they drew off full fifteen bottles of fpirit ; 
which is more, by a great deal, I believe, than 
could have been done in our way from a dill of 
twice the dimenflons* 

The conveniences of a worm and cooler, 
which arc no fmall expence either, I have my- 
i^lf often experienced; and if the(e could be 
avoided in fo fimple a way, that might eafily 
be inaproved, the hints that are here ofiered may 
be of fome ufc. The thin metal head is cer- 
tainly well adapted, I think, to tranfmit the 
heat to the water, which is conftantly renewed ; 
and which, if cold, as it ought to be, mull 
abforb the £ifteftpoflible : whereas, in our way, 
the water being confined in a tub, that, from 
the nature of its pprous fubftance, in a great 
degree rather retains than lots the heat pafs 
away it foon accumulates in' it, and becomes 
very hot, and, though renewed pretty often, 
never anfwcrs the purpofc of cooling the vapour 
in the worm fo expeditioufly and pfFcdlually 
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as is done by their m6re iimple and lefs tz^ 
penfive apparatus. In this country more eipe^ 
cially, where labouf and earthen wares are fo 
cheap, for as many rupees and lefa^ twenty fur-^ 
naces with ftills and every thing belonging ta 
them, independent of the coppar-^pocs^ mighe 
very well be crefted, that would yield above a 
hundred gallons of fpirits a-day ; allowing each 
ftill to be worked only twice ; fb very cheap 
indeed is arrack here, to the great comfort of mj 
miners^ and of many thoughtlefs people befide^ 
th^t for one {ingUpejJaj not two farthings ftcr^ 
ling, they can get a whole Cutcba-fier of it in 
ihtBazoTj or above a full Engiijk pint, and 
enough to make them completely intoxicated ; 
pbjedls often painful to be feen. 

Of the fupcrior excelleiKc of metal in ghr^ 
ing out heat from itfelf, and from vapour con^ 
tainedinit, we have a ver jr clear proo^ in what 
is daily perfonned on the Cylinder of the fteam 
engine} for cold water being thrown on it 
when loaded, the containod vapcur ia con-* 
Aantly condenfed i whtnct^mif^vzciivim being 
thus formed, aod the weight of the atmofphe*o 
aftingon the furfacie of the pifton^ attached to 
the ^rm of the balance, it is made to defccnd, 
and to raife the other arm that is fixed to thp 
pump ; while this, being ibmewhat heavierii 
immediately finks again, which, parries up the 

piftpn. 
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piflon, while the Cylinder is again filled : and 
thus alternately by cooling and filling it, is tht 
machine kept in motion : the power exerted in 
railing the pump^arm being always in proportion 
to the Diameter of the Cylinder, or to the 
furface of the pifton, which is exadly fitted to 
it, and on which the prefigure z€ts. 

The contrivance too, of having the under 
part of the Alembick, where the condenfed 
vapour is colleded, or upper part of what they 
call the Adkur^ of earthen ware, of fo great 
a thicknefs, and of courfe at fo great a didance 
from the heat in the body ctf the ftill, is well 
imagined to keep the fpirits the coolefl poflibla 
when collciSted and running off* 

By thus cooling and condenfing the vapour 
Mkewife fo fuddenly as it rifes, there is in ft 
great meafure a conflant vacuum made, or a$ 
much as poffiblc can be : but that both fteam 
rifes fafter, and that water boils with much lefs 
heat, when the prcflure is taken away from its 
furface, is an axiom in Chymiftry too well 
knowi> to need any illuftratiqn ; it boiling iu 
vacuum, when the heat is only ninety or ninety-^ 
five by Farenheit*s Thermometer ; whereas in 
the open air, under the preflure of the atmo* 
fphcre, it requires no lefs than that of two 
hundred and twelve, ere it can be brought tQ 
the boiling point, 

T 4 I MUST 
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I MUST further obfervc, that the fuperior 
excellence of condenfing the vapour fo eiec* 
tually and fpeedily in the Alembick to our me- 
thod of doing it oa a worm and cooler, is 
greatly on the fide of the former ; both from 
the reafons I have already adduced, and be* 
caufe of the iixiall (bream of vapour that can be 
only forced into the worm, where it is con- 
denfed gradually as it delcends } but above all, 
from the nature of vapour itfelf, with refpeft 
to the heat contained in it, which of late has 
been proved by the very ingenious Dr. Black 
to be greater by far than, before his difcoveries, 
was imagined. For vapour he has (hewn to be 
in the ftate of a new fluid, where water is dil^ 
folvcd by heat ; with the affiftance perhaps, if 
I may be allowed a conjecture, of the air which, 
it contains ; and all fluids, as he has clearly 
demonftrated, on their becoming fuch, abforb 
a certain quantity of heat, which becomes 
what he very properly calls latent heat, it be- 
ing heat not appearing either to the fcnfesor to 
tiie Thermometer, while they remain in that 
liquid ftate; but fhowing itlelf immediately 
by its efFcds oh whatever is near it, upon their 
changing their form from fluid to Iblid; as on 
^iatcr becoming ice, or metals fixing, and tho 
like. In the folution of Salts alio, there is an 
abforprion of heat, as we daily experience in 
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the cooling c£ our liquors by diflblving Salt* 
petrc in water ; and this he has found to be the 
caie with water itfelf, and other fluids, when 
pafGng into a ftate of vapour by boiling. From 
the moft accurate and judicious experiments^ 
indeed, he infers, and with the greateft ap- 
pearance of truth, that the heat thus concealed 
iti vapour railed by boiling, from any given 
bulk of water, would be fully fufficient, if 
coUcftcd in a piece of iron of the like lize, to 
make it perfectly red-hot. What then muft 
be the cffed: of fo much heat, communicated 
in our way of diftilling to the worm, and to 
the water in the tub, will be fufficicntly evi- 
dent from what has been faid, to prove I think 
liiat we have hitherto employed a worfe and 
more defcdive method than we might have 
done with refpe£fc to cooling at lead, both in 
the making of fpirits, and in other didillations 
of the like kind, where a limilar mode is 
adopted. 

Thb poor ignoran^ Indian Indeed, while he 
with wonder furveys the vaft apparatus of 
European diflillcrs, in their immenfe large ilills, 
Vrorms, tubs, and expeniive furnaces, and 
iinds that fpirits thus made by them are more 
valued, and fell much dearer than his own, 
ipay very naturally conclude, and will have 
ms cpoipeutor* join with him in opinion, that 

this 
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this muft alone fbrcly be owing to jhcir better 
and more judicious manner of diililling with all 
thofe ingenious and cxpenfive contrivances^ 
Dthichhe can no wife emulate : but in this, it 
would appear, they are both equally miftaken ; 
imputing the efFedts, which need not be coa- 
tro verted perhaps, to a caufe from which they 
by no means proceed; the fuperioriiy of their 
fpirits not at all arifing from the fuperior ex- 
cellence of thefe ft ills and furnaces, nor from 
their better mode of conducting the diftillatictti 
in any refpeft ; but chiefly rather from their 
.greater ikill and care in the right choice, and 
proper management, of ^the materials they emr 
ploy in fermentation ; and above all, as 1 ap* 
prehend, from the vaft convenience they have 
in calks, by which, and from their abilities in 
point of ftock, they are enabled, and do in fa£t, 
in general keep their fpirits for a certab time* 
wheiKe they are n>ellowed and improved fur-^ 
prizingly both in tafte and falubrity. 

With rcfpeft to the latter improvement, I 
incntion it more particularly here, and the more 
willingly alfo, as in general it f<?ems to have 
been but too little attended to where a due at* 
tcntion to it might be of the greatcft ufe. For. 
of all things that have been found grateful ta 
the human palate, there was none ever ufed,^ 
I believe, more hurtful to the hoif^ zxid toth^^ 

jnerve* 
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nerves efpccblly, than frefli drawn ardent 
fpirits : and this owing evidently to the prin-r 
ciple of inflammability, of which with water 
they a^e moftly made up, being then in a more 
looie ai^d detached ftate, lefs aflimilated with 
the othfcr principles thjin it afterwards becomes 
with/dme. By time indeed, it is gradually not 
cmly more affimilatcd, but at length changes it^ 
I3:2(ture altogether ; fo as to become, what was 
at firft fc pernicious, a benign, cooling liquor: 
when the fpirit is ftrong, the change, it is true, 
goes on more flow and imperceptibly ; yet as a 
partial alteration is only wanted to mellow it 
for ufe, z, few years keeping would be fuflicient 
to anfwer the purpofe here ; and whether or no 
it could be pcrfBble to prevent any other from 
being (old than that which had been kept a cer- 
tain time, is wcU worth the confideration of the 
J-rCgiflature. 

That the great noxious quality of frefli 
drawn fpirits, is chiefly owing to the caufe I 
have afligned, a little attention, and comparing 
oftheeffeds that arc uniformly produced by 
the principle of inflammability, wherever it is 
Xtici with in a loofe and weakly combined ftate, 
as it is in them, will eaiily convince us of: 
whereas, when fully aflimilated either in fpiritSjj 
or with any other body, it becomes entirely 
inert, and vf?ful, napre or l?fs, either for food 

or 
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or phyfick, according to what it happens to be 
ifnited with. Thus we find it in putrid animal 
fnbftaiices, where it lately formed part of a 
heahhy body, being now detac&ed, or but ' 
weakly united with air^ exhibiting a moft of- 
fcniive, and pernicious poifon : though this 
abfbrbed again by a living plant is prefentl/ 
x:hanged into good and wholefom? nouriih- 
ment; to the vegetable immediately, and to 
any animal who may afterwards choofe to cat 
it. In like manner Sulphur, which is a com- 
pound of this principle alone, united to a pure 
acid, the moft deftruftive to all animal and ve^ 
gctable fubftances, yet it being here perfeftly 
inert alio, may be taken into the body with 
ftfety ; when, if loofened cither by heat or by 
acn alkaline fait uniting with the acid, its noxi*' 
ous quality is prefently made perceivable ta 
whoever comes within its reach. 

Many other inftances of a like nature might 
eafily be added, and fome too more appofito 
perhaps than thofe I have here mentioned ; but 
evtry one^s own experience, with what 1 have 
already faid, will fuflSciently evince the pro- 
priety and utility of putting au entire ftop, if 
poflible, to the fale of what ought to be fojuftly 
prohibited ; and this, in its confequences, may 
even help to lead toother moreefFedual means 
of corredling, in a great me^fure, th? cruel 

abufc 
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abufe of fpirits in general, that has been long fo 
loudly and fo juftiy complained of, amongft ihe , 
foldiers, lower Europeans^ and our fcrvauts in. 
diis country ; where the very worft and indeed 
poifonous fo«t of them is daily fold at fo very 
cheap a rate* 

All 1 need fuithcr add with refpeft to di* 
ftillation, and on the fuperior advantages in the 
mode of condufting it here to that we havfe 
been in ufe to employ, for the raifing of fpirits, 
fimple waters, and the like, is only to obfcrve, 
I have no fort of doubt but that the intclligenc 
Chymical Operators at home, if ever they 
ftiould get a hint of it, will make no manner ot 
fcruple to ulc it alfo, and to improve upon it 
greatly by a few ingenious contrivances, which 
their knowledge and experience will fo eafily 
fuggeft. The principles on which it^ ieema 
jfounded indeed, efpecially with regard to their 
way of cooling, are fo ftriking and juft, that ia 
xnany other diftillations befides thofe of fpirits 
and waters, they may be employed, I apprehend, 
with very great profit and advantage. I (hall 
now, however, confine myfclf to mention only 
the benefit that may refult from a like procefs 
in the raifing of the finer Aromaticks, while 
the heat contrived, as in our way, befides im- 
peding the diftillation, niuft from its long adliou 
on fuch fubtile bodies-, probably injure them 

greatly 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



286 METHOD OP T>nrtttt^(i 

greatly in the cflTential quality on which thetf 
excellence depends } and upon this very ac-^ 
count I am apt to imagine that the gfeatef 
quantity obtained, and the fuperiof quality o^ 
the OilofRcffs made in this country, to that 
made from Rofes with us, is owing chiefly, i£ 
not entirely, to their better and more judicious 
manner of extrafting it here* For, with us, 
the Still being made of metal, may in the firft 
inftance, impart too great and too fuddena de* 
gree of heat ; and ncxU the 0/7 continuing Co 
long in the vapour, and that much comprefled, 
may, in fo delicate a fubjeft, not only entirely 
almoft unite it with the water, fo as to render 
the reparation impra£ticable, but may at the 
feme time alter its feflence {o completely, as 
that it can no longer appear in the ftate it other-* 
wife might have been found in, had the opem* 
tion been better conducted, or in the way they 
do here* A very few trials however would 
much better certify this than all I can poflibly 
fay on the fubjed, or in fa£t than all the rea^ 
foning in the world. Therefore, as to my own 
particular opinion of the flavour and Quality of 
the Rofes at home being equal if not fuperigr to 
that of thofe in this country, I may be entirely 
lilent ; the rules and reafoning in Chymiflry, 
though ferving greatly to enlarge and improve 
our underftanding, being what of themfdves 

can 
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can ne^r be depended upon till confirmed by 
fa<Stsand experinoents $ where many things often 
tuni out very different from what, from our beft 
and moft pUuiible argumenCi, we had the 
greateft reaibn to exped. Or, if it ihould be 
found to be really true, what I have often heard 
^flerted,by thofe however who had it only from 
others, but not rf their own particular know- 
ledge, that, in diflilling their Oil of Rcfes at 
the places wfao^ they fpake it the beft, tbej 
u(e alio with their Rofes Sandal-woodj and fbme 
other Aromaticks, no Rofes whatfoever, it is 
plain, could ever of themfelves be made to af- 
ford a like Oil ; nor without fuch an addition 
as they employ. A circumftance, by the bye^ 
that might polfibly eafily be certified by fomc 
one of the many ingenious correfpondetits of 
the Society, who may happen to refide where 
it is made ; and a knowledge of the real truth 
of it would certainly be of ufe. 

Chatra, Dec, 2\. 1786. 
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PANGOLIN 
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THE lingular animal which M. Buffov 
dcfctibes by the name of Pangolin^ 15 
well-known in Europe fince the publication of 
l^is Natural Hiftory and Goldsmith*s eleganf 
abridgement of it; but if the figure ^exhi- 
bited by BuFFON was accurately delineated from 
the three animals the fpoils of which he had 
examined, we muft confider that whioh has 
been lately brought from Caracdtah to Chtira^ 
and fent thence to th^ Prefidency, as a remark- 
able variety, if not a different fpecies, of the 
Pangolin : ours has , hardly any neck, and 
though fbme filaments are difcernible between 
the fcales, they can f(}arce be called briftles ; 
but the principal difference is in the tail ; that of 
Buffon's animal being long, and tapering almoft 

to 
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tb a point, while that of ours is much fhorter, 
ends obtufely, and rcfembles iri form and flexi- 
bility the tail of a lobftct. In other refpe^lSf 
ias far as wc can judge from the dead fubjeft, it 
has all the charadcrs of Buffon^s Pangolin ; 
a name derived from that by which the ani- 
mal is diftinguilhed in Javd^ and confequentl/ 
preferable to Manis of Pholii&iUs^ or any other 
appellation deduced from an European lan- 
guage. As to }^t fcaly Lizard iht fcaled Ar- 
madillo^ and xht Jive-naited Ant-eater^ they are 
manifeftly improper defignatidns bf this ani* 
m^l ; which is neither a Lizard nor an Affna- 
dillo in the common acceptation ; and, though it 
be an Ant-eater ^ yet it eflcntially differs from 
the hairy quadruped ufually known by that ge- 
neral defcription. We are told, that the Mala'^ 
har name of this animal is Alungu : the natives 
of Bdhdr call it Bajdr-ciij of, as they explain 
the word. Stone-vermin ; and in the fiomach 
of the ahimdl before us was fbund about a tea- 
Cupful of fmali Jiones^ which had probably 
been fwallowed for the purpofe of facilitatiiig 
digeftion ; but the name alludes, 1 believe, to 
the hardnefs of the fcales ; for Fqjracita means in 
Sanfcrit the Diamond, or thunderbolt^ reptile^ 
and Vajra is a coitimon figure in the Indian po- 
etry for any thing exceflively hard. The Vajra- 
cita is believed by the Pandits to be the animal 
which gnaws their f acred Jlone^ called Salgrd- 
Vol. II. U mdm ; 
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mlnila ; but the Pangolin has apparently no teeth^, 
and the Salgrams^ many of which look as if they 
had been worm-eaten, arc perhaps oply decayed 
in part by expofure to the air. 

This animal had a long tongue Ihaped like 
that of a cameleon ; and, if it was nearly adult, 
as we may conclude from the young one found 
in it, the dimenfions of it were much lefs than 
thofe which Buffon afligns generally to hi9 
Pangolin ; for he defcribes its length as fix, 
feven, or eight feet including the tail, which 
is almoft, he fays, as long as the body, when 
it has attained its full growth ; whereas ours is 
but thirty-four inches long from the extremity 
of the tail to the point of the fnout, and the 
length of the tail is fourteen inches; but, ex- 
cluiively of the head, which is five inches long, 
the tail and body are, indeed, nearly of the 
fame length ; and the fmall difference between 
them may (how, if Buffon be correct in this 
point, that the animal was young : the circum- 
ference of its body in the thickeft part is twenty 
inches^ and that of the tail only twelve. 

We cannot venture to fay more of this ex- 
traordinary creature, which feems to conftitute 
the firft ftep from the quadruped to the reptile, 
until we have examined it alive, and obferved 
'its different inftindls ; but as we are aflbrcd, 
that it is common in the country round Khan^ 
pur^ and at Chatigdm^ where the native Mufel^ 

mans 
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fnafts call it the Land-carp^ we (hall poflibly be 
able to give on fome future occaiion a fuller ac- 
count of it. There are in odr Indian provinces 
many animals, and many hundreds of medici- 
nal plants, which have either not been de- 
fcribed at all, or, what isworfe^ill dcfcribed 
by the naturalifts of Europe ; and to procure 
perfeft defcriptions of them from actual exa- 
mination, with accounts of their feveral ufes in 
medicine, diet, or manufactures, appears to be 
one of the moft important objefts of our 
inllitution. 



o N tH e 
DISSECTION OF THE PANGOLIN, 

t N A 

tETTER To GEN* CARNAC FROM AI>AM BURT, Esq. 
COMMUNICATED BY GEN. CARNAC. 
S IR, 

IN compliance with your defire, 1 mofl: wil-^ 
lingly do myfelf the honour to prefent to 
yotl my obfervations and reflexions on the dif-* 
feaion of the Pangolin, an animal which is dif- 
tinguifhed in the First Volume of the 
Transactions of the AsiATicK Society, by 
U 2 a name 
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a name which I do npt at prefent remember | 
but probably the animal is of the fame genus 
with the Manisj as defcribed in the former edi- 
tion of the Encyclopjedia Britannica, or, 
perhaps, not different from the Pangolin of 

BUFFON. 

There are on each foot five claws^ of which 
the outer and inner are fmall when compared 
with the other three. There are no diftih£t 
toes ; but each nail is moveable by a joint at its 
root. This creature is extremely inofFenfive. 
It has no teeth ; and its feet are unable to grafp. 
Hence it would appear, that nature, having 
furniflied it with a coat of mail for its protec- 
tion, has, with fome regard to juftice, denied 
it the powers of a£ling with hoftility againft 
its fellow-creatures. The nails are well adapt- 
ed for digging in the ground ; and the anirhaj 
is fo dexterous in eluding its enemies by con- 
cealing itfelf in holes and among rocks, that it 
is extremely difficult to procure one. 

The upper jaw is covered with a crofs cartila- 
ginous ridge, which, though apparently riot ^t 
all fuited to any purpofes of maftication, may, 
by cncreafing the fiirface of the palate, extend 
the fenfe of tafte. The ctefophagus admitted 
my forefinger with eafe. The tongue at the 
bottorfi of the mouth is nearly about the fizedf 
the little finger, from whence it tapers to a 

point. 
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point. The animal at pleafure protrudes this 
member a great way from the mouth. The 
t?ongue arifes from the cnfiform cartilage, and 
the contiguous mufcles of the belly, and pafles 
in form of a round diftinci mufclefrom over the 
ftomach, through the thorax, immediately 
under the ftemum ; and interior to the wind- 
pipe in the throat. When differed out, the 
tongue could be eafily elongated fo as to reach 
more than the length of the animal exclulivc 
of its tail. There is a clufteroffalivary glands 
feated around the tongue as it enters the mouth. 
Thefe will necp^Tarily be compreffed by the 
aftion of the tongue ; fo as occafionally to fup- 
ply a plentiful flow of their fecretion. 

The ftomach is cartilaginous^ and analogous 
to that of the gallinaceous tribe of birds. It 
was filled with fmall ftones and gravel, which 
in this part of the country are almoft univer- 
fally calcareous. The inner furface of the fto- 
mach was rough to the feeU and formed into 
folds, the interftices of which were filled with 
a frothy fecretion. The guts were filled with 
^ fandy pulp, in which, however, were in* 
terfperfed a few diflin£t fmall ftoqes. No vef* 
tiges of any animal or vegetable food could be 
traced in the whole primce vice. The gall* 
bladder was diftended wdth a fluid reicmbling 
ill colour and confiftence the dregs of beer. 

U 3 Tnjt 
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The fubjeft was a female : its dugs were 
two, felted on the breaft. The uterujs aud 
organs of generation were evidently thofc of a 
viviparous animal. 

Forcibly flruck with the phenomena which 
this quadruped exhibited, my imagination at 
once overleaped the boundaries by whichr 
fcience endeavours to circumfcribe the pro- 
du£lions and the ways of Nature ; and be- 
lieving with BuPFON, que tout cs qui peut 
etreeji^ I did not helitate to conjefture, that 
this animal might poflibly derive its nourifli- 
ment from mineral fubftances. This idea I ac- 
cordingly hazarded in an addrefs to Colonel 
Kyd : the fpirit of inquiry natural to that gen- 
tleman could be ill fatisfied by ideas thrown out 
apparently at random ; and he foon called ou 
me to explain my opinion, and its foundation. 

Though we have perhaps no clear idea of the 
manner in whict vegetablesextrafttheir nourifli- 
.ment from earth, yet the fadt being fo,it may not 
beunreafonablc to fuppofe, thatfome animal may 
derive nutriment by a procefs fomewhat iimilar. 
It appears to me, that facts produced by Spal- 
LANZANi direftly invalidate the e:jcperiments 
from which he has drawn the inference, that 
fowls fvvallow flones merely from ftupidity ; and 
that fuch fubftances are altogether unneceflary to 
thofe animals. He reared fowls, without per- 
mitting 
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mitting them ever to fwallow fand or ftones ; 
but he alfo eflablifhed the faft, that carnivo- 
rous animals may become frugiVorous, and 
herbivorous animals ma^ come to live oh flefli. 
A wood-pidgeon he brought to thrive on putrid 
meat. The experiment on fov^^ls, then, only 
corroborates the proof, that we have it in our 
power by habits to alter the natural conftitutioa 
of animals. Again, that eminent inveftigator 
of truth found, that fowls died when fed on 
ftones alone ; but furely that fa£l is far (hort of 
proving, that fuch fubftances are not agreeable 
to the original purpofes of nature in the digef- 
tive procefs of thefe animals. When other fub- 
ftances fliall have been detected in the ftomach 
of this animal, my inference from what I 
have feen, muff neccflary fall to the ground. 
But if, like other animals with mufcular and 
cartilaginous ftomachs, this fingular quadruped 
confume grain, it muff be furprizing that no 
veftige of fuch food was found prefent in the 
whole alimentary canal, fince in that thinly 
inhabited country the wild animals are free to 
feed without intrufion from man. Nor can it 
be inferred from the ftru(9:ure of the ftomach, 
that this animal lives on ants or on infefts. 
Animals devoured as food, though of con-* 
fiderable fize and folidity, with a proportionally 
fmall extent of furface to be' a£(ed on by the 
U 4 gaftric 
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gaftric juice and the a£Uon of the ftomach, arc 
readily diffplved an4 digeftfd hy animals pof- 
^fling not a cartilaginoviSj» but a ?nembrana-r 
ceous, ftpinach, as for Jnftancc, a frog in th^^t 
of a fnakct 

In thp ftomach many minerals arc (blublc, 
and the moft active things whicl^ we can fwal- 
low. Calcarequs fubftances arc readily aftc^ 
pn. Dr. Priestley has aiked, ** May not 
^* phlogiftic matter be the rooft cflcntial part 
** of the fop4 and fppport of both vegetable 
^* and animal bodies ?'* I confefs> that Dr. 
Pjiiestley's finding caufe to propofc the qucf- 
{ion, inclines me to fuppofe, that the affirmative 
to it m^y bp true. Earth feems to be the baf^s 
of aU apimal mattert T^c growth of t^c 
bones muft be attended with a conftant fupply, 
and in the human fpecies there is a copious dis- 
charge of calcareous matter thrown out by the 
kidneys and falivary glands. May not tI\o 
quadruped in qucftion derive phlogifton from 
earth; fajt, frojn mineral fybfta^ces ? And 
as it is npt deprived of the power pf drinking 
water, what elfe is neceflary tq tbp fubiiflenqe 
q( his corporeal machine ? 

CoNsiDE?iNG the fcaly covering of th;s 
animal, we may conceive, that it may be at 
|caft neceflary for its exiftence, on that 99- 
count, to iml^bc a greater proporijon qf 9?rth 
thaq is necciTary to ot|;)er animals. It may de- . 

fcrvQ 
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icrve confidcration, that birds arc covered with 
feathers^ which in their coaftitueiit principles ap*t 
proach to the nature of bom and bone. Of theie 
animals the gallinaceous tribe fwallowflones; and 
the carnivorous tak? in the feathers and bones of 
their prey : the latter article is known to be 
fbluble in t6e membranaceous ftomachs ; and 
hftice is a copious fupply of the earthy prin^ 
ciples. In truth, I do not know that any thing 
is foluble in the flomach of animals, which 
may not be thence abfbrbed into their circu^ 
lating fyflem, and nothing can be fb abfbrbed 
lyitfaout affeding the whole conftitutiotk 

What I h^yc he|-e dated is aU that I could 
advance to the Colonel ; but my opinion has 
been fince not a little confirmed by obfcrving 
the report of experiments by M. BRUCipA* 
TELLi of Paviay t)n the authority of 
M. Crell, by which we learn, that fomq 
birds have fo great a diilblvent power in the 
gaftric juice as to diflblvc in their ftomachs 
flints, rock cryftal, calcareous ftones and (hells. 

I ^EG only farther to obferve, that ibme 
things in Buffon^s dcfcription of the Pangolin, 
pot apparently quite applicable to this animal^ 
might have been owing to his defcription be-? 
ing only from the view of a dried preparation, 
in which the organs of generation would be 
pbljterated, an(} th? dugs (hrivelled ^way fo as 
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to be imperceptible : elfe that elegant philofb^ 
pher could not have aflcrted, that *^ tous /es 
•* animaux quadrupedes &ui font couverts d'e^ 
•* cailleSj font ovtfares^^ 

Excuse my prolixity, which is only in m# 
the neceffary attendant of my fupcrficial know-, 
ledge of things. In ingenuoufnefs, however, 
I hope that I am not inferior to any man ; an4 
1 am proxjd to fu^fcribe myfelf, 

SIR, 

Yotti: moft obe^entaod humble fervant, 

ADAM BURT, 
Gr-A, Sep^ 14, 1^89, 
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DESCRIPTION 

OF T H K 

. L A' C S H A, 

O R, 

LAC INSECT ♦• 

»Y MR. W, ROXBURGH, SURGEON ON THE MADRAf- 
ESTABLISHMENT. 

COMMUNICATED BY DR. JAMES ANDERSON. 



'Jan^ a, 1790. 

SOME pieces of very frefli- looking Lac^ 
adhering to fmall branches of Mltnofa 
Cinerea^ were brought me from the mountains 
on the 20th of laft month. I kept them care- 
fully, and to-day » the 4th oi December ^ fourteen 
days from the time they came from the hills, 
piyriads of exceedingly minute animals were 
obferved creeping about the Lac, and branches 
it adhered to, and more {till ifl'uing from fmall 
holes over the furface of the cells : other fmall 
*nd perforated e^ccrefcences were obferved with 
a glafs amongft the perforations, from which 
the minute infeds iflued, regularly two to 
each hole, and crowned with fome very fine 

♦ This difcovery of Mr. Roxburgh will bring Lac a 
Genu8 into the Clafs Htmipteraoi Linn^sus, 

white 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



^00 01^ THELACSttA^ OR LAC TNSECT. 

^^ hitc hairs. When the hairs were rubbed offi 
two white Spots appeared. The animals, wheu 
fingle, * ran about pretty brifkly, but in general 
tbcy were fo numerous as to be crowded over 
one another. The body is oblongs tapering 
moft towards the tail, below plain, above con- 
vey, with a double, or flat margiji : laterally 
en* the back part of the thorax are two fmall 
tubercles, which may be the eyes : the body 
behind the thorax is crofled with twelve 
lings ; legs fix ; feelers (antennse) half ^c 
length of the body, jointed, hairy, each end- 
ing in two hairs as long as the antennae i rump, 
a white point between two terminal hairs, 
which are as long as the body of the animal. 
The mouth I could i^ot fee. On opening the 
cells, the fubftance that they were formed of 
cannot be better defcribed, with refpeft to ap- 
pearance, than by faying it is like the tranfpa- 
rent amber that beads are made of : the extern 
Dal covering of the cells may be about half a 
line thick, is remarkably flrong, and able to re- 
fift injuries : the partitions are much thinner : 
the cells are in general irregular fquares, penta^ 
gons, and hexagons, about an eighth of an inch 
in diameter, and one quarter deep : they have 
no communication with each other : all thole 
I opened during the time the animals were if- 
fuing, contained in one half, a fmall bag filled 
yrith a thick red jelly-Uk? liquor replete with 

wha« 
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what I take to be eggs ; thefe bags, or utriculi^ 
adhere to the bottom of the cells, and have 
each two necks, which pafs through perfora- 
tions in the external coat of the ceils, formino* 
the forencientioned excrefcences, and ending in 
fome very fine hairs. The other half of the 
cells hate a diftindt opening, and contain ^ 
white fubftance, like fbme few filaments of 
cotton rolled together, and numbers of the in- 
fers themfelves ready to maks their exit : ft^ 
veral of the fame infeds I obfervcd to ha^^^ 
drawn up their legs and to lie flat : they did 
not move on being touched, nor did they (how 
any figns of life with the greateft irritation, 

December 5. The fame minute hexapedcs 
.continue iffuing from their cells in numbers ; 
they are more lively, of a deepened red colour, 
and fewer of the motionlefs fort. To-day i 
faw the mouth : it is a flattened point about 
the middle of the breaft, which the little ani- 
mal projefts on being comprefled. 

December 6. The male infeds I have found 
to-day : a few of them are confl:antly running 
among the females moft adively : as yet they 
are Icarce more, I imagine, than one to 5000 
females, but twice their fize. The head is ob- 
tufe ; eyes black, very large ; antennae clavated, 
feathered, about ^ the length of the body-: be- 
low the middle an articulation, fuch as thofein 
the legs : colour between the eyes a beautiful 

(hining 
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(hiuing green : neck very fliort : body oval, 
brown : abdomen oblong, the length of bqdy 
and head : legs fix : wings membranaceous^ 
four, longer than the body, fixed to the iides 
of the thorax, narrow at their infertions, grow- 
ing broader for t of their length, then rounded ; 
the anterior pair is twice the fize of the pofte- 
rior : a ftrong fibre runs along their anterior 
margins : they lie flat like the wings of a com- 
mon fly, when it walks or refts : no hairs 
from the rump : it fprings mofl: adtively to a 
confiderable diftance on being touched : mouth 
ill the under part of the head : maxillae tranf- 
verfe. To-day the female infers continue if- 
fuing in great numbers, and move about as otx 
the 4th. 

December 7. The fmall red infedis ftill more 
numerous, and move about as before : winged 
infeft?, ftill very few, continue aftive. There 
have been frefh leaves and bits of the branches 
of both Mhnofa Cinerea and Corinda put into the 
wide mouthed bottle with them : they walk 
over them indifferently without fhowing any 
preference nor inclination to work nor copulate. 
I opened a cell whence I thought the winged 
flies had come, and found feveral, eight or ten, 
more in it, ftruggling to (hake off their in- 
cumbrances : they were in one of thofe utri- 
culi mentioned on the 4th, which ends in two 

mouthsi 
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mouths, fhut up with fine white hairs, but one 
of them was open for the exit of the flies ; the 
other would no doubt have opened in due time t 
this utriculus I found now perfeftly dry, and 
divided into cells by exceeding thin parti- 
tions. I imagine, before any of the flies biade 
their efcape, it might have contained about 
twenty. In thefe minute cells with the living 
flies, or whence they had made their efcape, 
were fmall dry dark-coloured compreflcd grains, 
which may be the dried excrements of the flies. 



Note by the president. 

THE Hindus have fix names for Lac ; but 
they generally call it Lacjhd from the multitude 
of fmall infeds, who, as they believe, difcharge 
it from their {lomachs, and at length deftroy 
the tree on which they form their colonies : a 
fine Pippala near Crijhnanagar is now almoft 
wholly deftroyed by them. 



TRANS- 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



t id4 1 



tRANSLATIOltf 

<J F A 

SANSCRIT INSCRIPTION, 

COPIED FROM A STdNfe AT BOODDHA-GAYA. 
BY MR. WILMOT, 1785. 

TRANSLATED BY CHARLES WILKINS, ESQ^,^ 



IN ihc midft of a wild and , dreadful forcfl:^ 
- flourifhing with trees of fweet - fcented 
flowers, and abounding in fruits and roots ; in- 
fefted with Lions and Tigers ; deftitute of hu-^ 
man Society, and frequented by the Moonees, 
redded Bood-dha the Author of Happinefs, and 
a portion oi Narayan. This Deity Hareey who 
is the Lord llareefa^ the pofleflbr of all, ap- 
peared in this ocean of natural Beings at the 
clofe of the Devapara^ and beginning of the 
Kalee Toog : he who is omniprefent and ever- 
laftingly to be contemplated, the Supreme 
Being, the Eternal One, the Divinity worthy 
to be adored by the moft praife- worthy of man-; 
kind, appeared here with a portion of his diviner 
nature. 
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Once upon a time the illuftrious Arkara^ 
hrtowned amongft men, coming here, difcd- 
vcred the place of the Supreme Being, Bood-^ 
ihuy in the great foreft. The wife Amara en- 
deavoured to render the God Bood-dha propi- 
tious By fuperior fervice ; and he remained in 
the foreft for the fpace of twelve years^ feeding 
upon roots and fruits, and fleeping upon the 
bare earth j and he performed the vow of a 
Moonee^ and was without tranfgreifion. He per- 
iFormed ad^ of fevere mortification, for he was 
i man of infinite refolution, with i corapaf- 
lionate heart. One night he had a vifion and 
heard a voice faying, ** Name whatever boon 
*' thou waiiteft/* AmaraDeva having heard this, 
Was aftonifhed, and with due reverence replied, 
*^ Firft, give me a Vifitation, and then grant 
** me fuch a boon." He had another dream 
in the night, and the voice faid, *' How can 
** there be an apparition in the Kalee-Toog? 
^« The {im6 reward may be obtained from the 
^' fight of an Image, or from the worihip of an 
** Image, as may be derived from the imme- 
*' diate vifitation pf a Deity." Having heard 
this, he caufed an Image o^ the Supreme Spirit 
Bood-dha to be made, and he worfhipped it, ac- 
cording to the law, with perfumes, incenfes^ 
and the like ; and he thus glorified the name 

Vol. II. X ©f 
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of that Supreme Being, the Incarnation of a por- 
tion oi VeeJlmoQ : " Reverence be unto thee in 
*' the form of Bood-dha! Reverence be unto 
** the Lord of the Earth ! Reverence be unto 
*J thee, an incarnation of the Deity and the 
" Eternal One ! Reverence be unto thee, O 
*• God, in the form of the God of Mercy ;— 
*' the difpeller of pain and trouble, the Lord of 
** all things, the Deity who overcometh the 
*' fins of the Kalee-Toogj the Guardian of the 
*' Univerfe, the Emblem of Mercy towards 
" thofe who ferve thee— OM/ the poffeflbr of 
** all things in vital form ! Thou art Brahma^ 
** VeeJl:noo, and Mahefal Thou art Lord of the 
** Univerfe ! Thou art, under the proper form 
*' of all things moveable and immoveable, the 
** poffeflbr of the whole I and thus I adore 
^* thee. Reverence be unto the beftowcr of 
•* falvation, and Rejheekefa^ the fuler of the 
" faculties \ Reverence be unto thee (Kefavah)^ 
*' the deflroyer of the evil Spirit Kifeel C( 
*^ Damordafaj (hew me favour ! Thou art \\6 
" who refteth upon the face of the milky 

ocean, and who lyeth upon the ferpent«S^. 

Thcu art Treeviekrama (who at three ftridcS 
•* encompaffed the earth) ! I adore thee, who 
** art celebrated by a thqufand names, and 
** under various forms, in xhtih^^toi Bood-dhai 
*' the God of Mercy I Be propitious, O Moft 
*• High God !" 

Ha VI NO 
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Having thus worfhipped the Guardian of 
mankind, he became like one of the juft* He 
joyfully caufcd a holy Temple to be built of a 
wonderful conftruftion, and therein were fet up 
the divine foot of Veejhnoo^ iot ever PuHfier of 
the fins of mankind, the images ofihcPanc/oos^ 
and of thfe defcents of Fee/hnoo, and in like: man- 
ner of Brahma^ and the reft df the Divinities^ 

This place is renowned ; and it is celebrated 
by the name of Bbod-dha-Gdya. The fore- 
fathers of him who (hall perform the ceremony 
of the Sradha at this place (hill obtain falvation. 
The great virtue of the Sradha performed here, 
is to be found in the book called Vayoo^poorana\ 
an Epitome of which hath by me been engraved 
upon ftone. 

Veekramadeetya was certainlv a king re- 
npwned in the world. So in his court there 
were nine learned men, celebrated under the 
epithet of the Nava^ratnanee^ or nine Jewels ; 
one of whom was Amara Deva, who was the 
King*s Chief Counfellor, a man of great genius 
and profound learning, and the greateft favourite 
of his Prince. He it certainly was who built 
ijie holy temple which deftroyeth fin, in a place 
in Jamboodweep, where, the mind being fteady, 
it obtains its wifhes, and in a place where it may 
obtain falyation, reputation, and enjoyment, 
even in the country of Bharata^ and the pro- 

X 2 vincc 
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mnce of KeekatUj where the place of Bood^dha^ 
Purifier of the finful, is renowned. A crime of 
an hundred fold {hall undoubtedly be expiated 
from a fight thereof, of ^ thoufand fold from a 
touch thereof, and of a hundred thoufand fold 
from worftiipping thereof. But where is the 
ufe of laying fo much of the great virtues of 
this place ? Even the Hoft& of Heaven worfliip 
with joyful fervice both day and night* 
. That it may be known to learned men, that 
he verily erefted the hpufe of Bood-dha^ I have 
recorded, upon a ftone, the authority of the 
place, as a felf-evident teftimony, on Friday the 
fourth day of the new moon in the month of 
Madhooy when in the feventh or manfion of 
Ganifa^ and in the year of the Era of Feekrama^ 
dceiya looj. 



TH« 
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A N 

INSCRIPTION 

O N A 

PILLAR NEAR BUDDAL. 

TRANSLATED FROM THE SANSCRIT, 
BY CHARLES WILKIN^j ESCtj. 



SOME time in the month of November ^ in 
the year 1 780, I difcovercd, in the vici- 
t>ity of the town of Buddalj near which the 
Company have a Failory, and which at that 
time was under my charge, a decapitated mo- 
numental column, which at a little diftancc 
has very much the appearance of the trunk of 
a cocoa-nut tree broken off in the middle. It 
ftands in a fwamp overgrown with weeds, near 
a fmall temple dedicated to flargowree^ whofc 
;magc it contains. 

X 3 It 
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It is formed of a (ingle ftone of a dirty grey 
complexion ; and it has J oft by accident a con-f 
fiderable part of its original height, I was told 
upon the fpot, that it had, in the courfe of time, 
funk confiderably in the ground ; but upon my 
digging about the foundation I found this was. 
not the cafe. At a few feet abov^ the grouncf 
is an Infcription cngravefl in the ftone, from 
which I took two reverfed impreflions with 
printer's ink. I have lately been fo fortunate as 
to decypher the character ; and I have the ho- 
nour to lay before the Society a tranflation 
of it. 

The original charader of this Infcription is 
very different from the modern form ; but it fq 
much rpfembles that on the plate found by 
Colonel Watson at Mongueer^ that I am in- 
duced to conclude it to be a work of the fame 
period. The language is Sanjkreetj and the 
wholjs is comprifed in twenty-eight metrical 
yerfes of various meafures* 

CHARLES WILKINS, 
July 14,, 1785. 



BROS-: 
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I. 

PROSPERITY ! 

VEERA DEFwzs of the Sandeelya race * ; 
from him was dcfccnded Pancbal ; of whole 
generation, and of whom, v^zs Gar^a born. 

n. 

He, another Saira +, was ruler but of one 
quarter, and had no authority in other r.^gions. 
He, too, was defeated by Diiya | chiefs ; but 
being a virtuous prince, he became fupremc 
over every country without referve ; and his 
conduct was fuch, that he laughed Vreebafpa^ 
tee § to fcorn, 

III. 

Eecha II was his wife ; and, like love, flic 
was the miftrefs of his heart. She w^s ad- 
mired for the native purity of her mind, and 
her beauty was like the light of the moon. 

♦ A tribe of Brahmans ftill extant. 

t Eendra, the God of the Heavens, who is fuppofed 
to be the Guardian of the Eaft. 

X Evil Spirits. Eendra is faid to have lull his king- 
dom, for a while, to the -^^r^ or Evil Spirits. 

§ The Tutor of the Good Spirits and the Planet Jupiter. 

II Love, Defire. 

X 4 IV. In 
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In his countenance, whjch was like the 
flower of the waters ^^ were to be traced thq^ 
lines of four fciences +. TKe three worlds 
were held in fubjedion by his hereditary high 
rank. 

From thefe twp was defcendpd a Brahmati 
like Kamalayonee J, and he took unto himfelf 
the name of Sree Darbha-pane^ ; 

Whose country (extending to Reva" 
^anak § ; to the father oi Gowree^ whole piles 
of rocks reek with the juice exuding froax the 
heads of intoxicated elephants, and whofe 
fnow- white mountains are brightened by the 
fun's rays ; to the two oceans ; — to that whence 
Aroon % rifeth from its bed, and to that where- 
in the fun finketh in the weft) the Prince 

* The Lotus. 

+ Arms, Mufic, Mechanics, PRyfics, 

j Brahma* 

\ Perhaps the Narbadda. 

H The fnowy Mountains that part India from Tartary. 
GewREE, one of the names of the Parvatei, the confort 
of Seev. 

fl The Charioteer of the Sun — the Aurora of the 
Hindoos* 

Srte 
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Sree Dev Paf *, by his policy, rendered 
tributary ; 

VI. 

At whofe gsu:es (although the profped, hid- 
den by the duft arillng from the multitude of 
inarching force, was rendered clear from the 
earth being watered by conftant and abundant 
ftreams flowing from the heads of luftful ele- 
phants of various breeds), flood, fcarce vifible, 
amongft the vaft concourfe of nobles flocking 
to his ftandard from every quarter, Sree Dev 
Pal in expectation of his fubmiffion. 

VIL 

Whosb throne that Prince (who was the 
image of Eendra, and the duft of whofe feet 
was imprefled with the diadems of fundry po- 
tentates) himfelf afcended with a flaih of 
glory, although he had formerly been wont to 
offer him large fums of Peeias + bright as 
the lunar rays, 

VIII. 

To him was born of the Princefs Sarkara^ 
the Brahman Some/wary who was like Som J 

* If this be the Prince mentioned in the Copper-plate 
found by Col. Watson, he reigned at Mongueer above 
1800 years ago. 

f A fquare Coin. 

% The Moon. 

the 
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the offspring of uitree^ and ^ favourite of the 
Moft High. 

IX. 

He adopted the manners of Dhananjay *^ 
and did not exult over the ignorant and ill-, 
favoured. He fpent his riches amongft the 
needy. He neither vainly accepted adulation, 
nor uttered honey- words. His attendants were 
attached by his bounty ; and becaufe of his 
vaft talents, which the whole univerfc qould 
not equal, he was the wonder of all good 

X. 

Anxious for a home and an afylum, he 
took the h^nd of Ranna +, a Princcfs of his 
own likenefs, according to the law, even as 
^eev the hand of Seeva t — ev^n as JSaree § the 
Jiand of Lakjhmee. 

XL 

From this pair proceeded into life, burfting 
forth like Gooha \\ with a countenance of a 

* One of the fons of Pandoo^ commonly called Arjoon* 
t A Princefs of this name is alfQ mentioned ip Colpnei 
Watson's Plate. 

X Seeva is the feminine of Seev. 
§ Harefy a name of Vee/hnoo. 
I Gooba^ a name of Karteek. 

golden 
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golden hue, the fortunate Kedara Meefra, whofe 
aftions rendered him the favourite of heaven. 
— The lofty diadem which he had attained 
fhone v^rith faultlefs fplendour, kifling the vaft 
circumference of the earth. His exteniive 
power was hard to be limited ; and he was re- 
nowned for boundlefs knpwledge raifed fron| 
his own internal fourcc. 

XII. 

The ocean of the four fciences, which had 
beea at a (ingle draught drunk up, he brought 
forth again, and laughed at ;he power of 
Jgajlya *, 

XIII, 

Trusting to his wifdom, the king of 
Gowr + for a long time enjoyed the country of 
the eradicated race of Ootkal J, of the Hoons § 
of humbled pride, of the kings of Drceoeer \\ 
and Goorjar ^, whofe glory was reduced, and 
the univerfal fea-girt throne. 

* Who is faid to have drunk up the ocean. 

f The kingdom of Gotvr anciently included all the 
countries which now form the kingdom of Bengal on this 
fide the Brahmapootra^ except Mongueer. 

X Orixa. 

§ Huns. 

II A country to the fouth of the Carnatick. 

f Goozerat. 

XIV. He 
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XIV. ^ 

Hb confidered his own acquired wealth the 
property of the needy, and his mind made nq 
diftindiion between the friend and the foe. He 
was both afraid and afliamed of thofe offence$ 
which condemn the foul to fink again into the 
ocean of mortal birth ; and he defpifed the plea- 
fures of this life, becaufe he delighted in a fu- 
preme abode. 

XV. 

To hini, emblem oiVreehafpatee^^ and to 
his religious rites, the Prince Sree Soora Pat 
(who was a fecond Eendra^ and whofe foldiers 
were fond of wounds) went repeatedly ; and 
that long and happy companion of the world, 
which is girt with feveral oceans as with a belt, 
was wont, with a foul purified at the fountain 
of faith, and his head humbly bowed down, 
to bear pure water before him. 

XVI. 

Vanwa, of celeftial birth, was his coufbrt, 
with whom neither the fickle Lakjhmeij nor 
Satee 4- cpnftant to her lord, were to be com- 
pared, 

♦ The Preceptor of the Good Spirits, and the Planet 
Jupiter. 
t The Confort of Seev. 

XVII. She, 
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XVII. 

SttE, like another Devakee ♦, bore udtd hint 
a fbn of high renown, who refemblcd the 
adopCed of Tafodha f and huiband ofLakJhmee \4 

XVIIL 

This youth, by n^mc Sree Goarava Metfra^ 
was acquainted with ^1 the conftellations. Hei 
tefembled Rarri^ the fon of Jamadagnet^^ 
He was another Ratn^ 

XIX. 

His abilities were fb great, that he wis fo- 
licitous to difcover the eifence of things, where- 
fore he was greatly refpe£led by the Prince -Sr^^ 
UarayanTd. Whatr other honour was ne-' 
ceflary ? ^ 

His policy (who was of no mean capacity^ 
and of a reputation not to be conceived), fol-* 

* The real mother of Kreejhna. 

f The foftcr-mother of Kreejhnak 

X Rcokmeeme^Jthe Conhrt of Kreejhna. She rs here called 
takjhmie, in compliance with the idea of her being a de- 
fcent of that Goddefs. 

§ This is neither the cojjcjiwror of C^lm, tior the bro- 
ther of Kreejbng. 

lowing 
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lowing the fenfe of the FeJs^ was of boundleft 
Iplendour, and, as if were, a defcent of Dhar- 
jwi, thcGeiiiiis of Juftice. It was fegulatedf 
by the example of thofe who truft in the power 
of fpcech over things future, who ftand upon 
the connexion of family, who are in the exer- 
cife of paying due praife to the virtues of great 
men, and who believe in the purity oi AJirolo^^ 

XXL 

In him was united a lovely pair, Lakjhmee 
and Sarafwatee^ the difpofer of fortune, and 
theGoddefs of Science, whofeemed to have 
forfaken their natural enmity, and to ftand to-* 
gether pointing at friendfliip- 

XXIL 

He laughed to fcorri him Who, in the af- 
fembliesof the learned, was intoxicated with 
the love of argument^ and confounded him 
with profound and elegant difcourfes framed 
according to the doflrine of the Safirds ; ^nd 
he fpared not the man who, becaufe of hia 
boundlefs power and riches, was overwhelmed 
with the pride of victory over his enemy in the 
fields 

XXIIL 

He had a womb, but it obftinately bore him 
no fruitt One like him can have no great relifh 

for 
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for the enjoyments of life ! He never was 
blefled with that giver of delight, by ob- 
*taining which a man goeth tinto another al- 
moner *♦ 

XXIV- 

He who was, as it were, another Falfnee^ 
kee + born in this dark age of impiety, amongft 
a dreadful and a cruel race of mortals, was a 
devout man who difplayed the learning of the 
Veds in books of moral tales, 

XXV. 

His profound and pleafing language, like 
Ganga^ flowing in a triple courfe J and con- 
ftant ftream, purifieth and delighteth* 

XXVI. 

He to whom, and to thofe of whofe ge- 
neration, men were wont to refort as it were 
to BrahmajVfzitt^ fo long inexpedation of be- 
ing a father, that, at length, he himfelf ar- 
rived at the ftate of a child. 

* He had no ifliieto perform the Sradh for the releafe of 
his foul from the bonds of fin. By another almoner is meanc 
the Deity. 

f The firft Poet of the Hindoos^ and fuppofed author of 
the Ramayan. 

X H« is fuppofed to have written in three languages. 

XXVII. By 
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XXVIL 

By him was recorded here^ upon this lailiri^ 
Coluitin, the fupedor beauty of whofc |haft 
Catcheth the feye of the beholder, whofe afpiring 
height is as boundlefs as his own ideas, which 
is, as it were, a ftakc planted in the breaft of 
Ka/ee ^, and on whofe top fits Tarkjhya f , the 
foe of ferpents arid favourite bird of H^^r^^, the 
line of his own defcent. 

XXVIIt. 

Garoor, like his famc^ havirig wandered XA 
the extremity of the world, and defcended 
iivfcn unto its foundation^ was exalted here with 
a fcrpent in his mouth. 

This Work was executed by the Artii! 
Beendoo Bhadra; 

* Timci 

t Other wife tailed Gnroon 



Remarks on the preceding PAPERi 

BY THE I*RESIDENT. 

Verse tl. a virtubus prince—) Many ftanzai in this 
tnfcription prdve that the Sandilya family were not Pr'tnceh 
bat that foiiie of thetn were Prime Miwjiers to the kings of 
Gaur^ or Bengal^ according to this comparative Genealogy: 

Kings, 
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Kings; Miniftcrs*. 

GO'PA'LA. PA'NCHA'LA. 

DhermApaxA. Garga. 

Dk'vAPA'LA. B. C. ij. * DERBrfAPA'NI, 

RA'jYAPA'tA, SoME'swARA. 

S'u'rapa'la. • Ce'da'ramis'ra. 

Na'ra'yan apAXa, a. C; 6^. * Guravamis'ra. 

So that reckoning tlilrty years to a generation, we may 
date the pillar of Guravamis'ra in the fixty-feventh 
yeaij" ifur Christ. A Paniity named Ra'dha'ca'nta, 
with whom 1 read the original, appeared (truck with my 
remark on the i^o families, and adopted it without heli- 
tation; but, if itbejuft, the fecond ftanza muft be dif- 
ferently interpreted. 1 fufpe£l Dharma^ the Genius of 
Jujltci or Virtuiy to be the true reading inftead ofdharmyoy 
or virtuous^ and have no doubt, that puro muft be fub- 
iiituted for pari: the fenfc will then be, that lNt>RA was 
ruler in the Eaji only, and, though valiianty had been defeated 
even there by the Daityas or Titans^ but that Dharma was 
nkide fi^ereign over him in all Quarters. 

Verse V. Whofe country). The original is : 

arevajanacanmatangajamadaftimyachch'hilafanghateh, 
a gauripituriswar^m/raciranaifapufbyatfitimn6gireh, 
mdrtan''daftamay6dayarun'ajalad a v^r'irafidwayat, 
nitya yasya bhuwan chac^ra caradan sri devapalo nripfth* 

The father of Reva is the Mahindra mountain in the fouth, 
in which that river has its fource ; as the father of G auri' is 
the Himalaya in the riorth, where Is'wara, who has a 
moon on his forehead, is believed often to refide : hence 
RA't)HA'CA'NTA propofed a conjedural emendation, which 
Would have done honour to Scaliger or Bentiey. In- 
ftead of indra^ which is a name of the fun y he reads tndUf 
ot the moony by changing only a fmall ftraight line into a 
fmall curve ^ and then the ftanza will run (bus : 
Vot. II. Y Br 
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Bv wbofe policy the great Prince DbV apa^a made the 
earth tributary, from the father of RivSj whofe-^iles-of- 
rocks-art-moift-with-juice-from- the- hcadi- of -lafcivious- 
elephants, to the-father-of*GAURl, whofe-wbite-moun^ 
tains-are- brightened -with -beams -from- the-moon-of- 
IswARA I' and as far asthe-t^o-oceans-wbofe-watcrs-arc- 
red-with-the-rifing-and-with-thc-fet ting-Sun. 

The words connecSled by hyphens are compounds in 
Sanfcrit. 

Verse VI. fubmlffion). I underftand avafara in this 
place to mean the U'ljure of the Minifter from publick ,af- . 
fairs, for which even the King waited at the head of bis 
army. 

Vei^se VII. ftims of Peeias). The common fenfe of 
pifha is a chair ^featy or thrdne ; and in this fenfe it occurs in 
the thirteenth verfe. Ud'upachch'habipit^ham^ or witb-a-feat" 
irtght^as-tbe-moon^ appears to be the compound epithet of 
isanam, or chair nfjiate^ which though the King h^d often 
given tp his Minifter, yet, abaihed by his wifdom, and 
apprehenfive of his popularity, he had himfelf afcended 
his throne with fear. 

Verse X. The tenth ftanasa is extremely difficult, as 
It contains many words with two meanings, applied in 
one fenfe to the Minifter Ce'da'ra Mis'ra, but, in 
another, toCA'RTicEYA, the Indian Mars : thus, in the 
firft hemiftich, sic*hin means fire or a peacock j s'icba^ a 
bright fiame; or a ^rj/?, and s'acti^ either pounr or zfpear. 
As the verfe is differently underftood, it may be a defcrip- 
tion of the Brahmen or of the Deity. 

Verse Xri. TheSr^Aw^wof this province infift, that 
by the four VidyaSy or branches of knowledge^ are meant 
the four Veda's^ not the Vpaveda^'sy or Medicine y Archery, 
Mufichy 2ind Mechanicb ; and they cite two diftichs from 
the Agnipurana^ in which eighteen Vidya^s are enumerated t 
and, among them, X\itfourVedas\ three only of which are 
mentioned in the Amarcifii and in feveral older books. In 

this 
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Ais verfe alfo Ra'dha'ca'NT has difplayed his critical fa- 
gacity : inikad of nala he reads hala^ and, if hislconjec- 
ture be right, we muft add, <* even when he was a ^/' 

V£RS£ XVI. conftant to her lord). Ra'dha'ca'nt 
reads anapatyaya^ or childlefs^ for anupatyaya'y S ATI' having 
borne ru cbildnny till ihe became regenerate in the perfon 
of Pa'rvati'. 

Verse XXIII. it obftinately bore him no fruit] • The 
original ftanza is uncommonly obfcure : it begins with the 
words yinirbabhuva^ the two firft fyllables of which cer-* 
tainly meanii u;^/77^; but feveral Pandits^ who were con- 
fulted apart, are of opinion, that yo is the relative, of 
which fome word in the mafculine gender, fignifying 
fpeecby is the antecedent, though not expreiTed : they ex- 
plain the whole ftanza thus — ** That fpeecby which came 
** forth (nirbabhuva) inconfidcrately, of which there was 
*< no fruit, he was a man who fpoke nothing of that kind 
^^ for his own gratification : he was a man alfo, by whom 
** no prcfcnt-of-playthings was ever given^ which the fup- 
** pliant having received goes to another more bountiful 
** giver.*' If the relative had been yan in the neuter gen- . 
der, I (hould have acquiefced in the tranflation offered by 
the Pandits ; biit the fuppreffion of fo material a word as 
Jpeech^ which, indeed, is commonly feminine in Sanfcrit^ 
appears unwarrantably harfh according to European ideas of 
conflrudion. 

Verse XXVL If the preceding interpretation be juft* 
the obje£l of the Pillar was to perpetuate the names of 
Gurava Mis'ra and his anceflors; and this verfe muft 
imply, that he expeSed to receive from his own fonstbefious 
tffices which he had performed to hisforefathtrs. 
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CAVE NEAR GYA'^ 

BY JOHN HERBERT HARRINGTON, E6Q^ 



A KNOWLEDGE o^ the antiquities of 
Hifido/ian forming one of the feveral ob- 
jects propofed by the inftitution of our Society^ 
with the hope of communicating fomething 
acceptable on this head, I took the opportunity 
of a late excursion up the country to fee the 
Cave which Mn Hodgexis a few years fine© 
attempted to vilit, at the defire, I believe, of 
the late Governor-General, but was aflaffinated 
in his w^y to it hy the followers of one of the 
rebellious Allies of Chyt Sing. On my de- 
fcribing it to the Prefident, whom I had xht 
pleafure to accompany, I tvas encouraged by 
him to think that a particular account of it 
would be curious and ufeful ; and in conlequence 
made a fecond vifit to it from Gya, when I 

took 
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took the following meafurements, and, by the 
means of vay Moonpee^ a copy of the, Infcrip- 
tion on it, which I had defpaired of prefenting 
to you, but in its original language (z Pandit 
at Benares having attempted in vain to get it 
read, Vluring thcfe laft three months), till the 
kind affiftanceof Mr. Wilkins enabled me to 
add the accompanying tr^nflation and remarks 
to what would otherwife have given little 
fatisfadion* 

The hill, or rather rock, from which the 
cavern is dug, lies about fourteen miles North 
of the ancient city of Gyd^ and feems to be 
one of the foqth eaftern hills of the chain of 
mountains called by Rennel Caramjhah^ both 
tjeing a fhort diftance to the weft of the Phulgo. 

It is now cjiftinguifhed by the name o^Nagur^ 
jenee ; but this may perhaps be a modern 
appellation ; no mention of it being made 
in the Infcriptipn. Its te^^ture is a kind of 
Granite, called by the Mohummedan native^ 
Sung Khdrehf which cqmpofes the whole rock, 
of a moderate height, very craggy and uneven, 
and fteep in its afcent. 

The Cave is fituated on the fouthern decli- 
vity, about two thirds from the fummit : a 
tree immediately before it prevents its being 
feen frcfen the bottom. It has only one narrow 
entrance, from the fouth, two feet and a half 

Y3 in 
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in breadth, fix feet high, and of thicknefs ex- 
adlly equal. This leads to a room of an oval* 
form, with a Vaulted roof, which 1 meafured 
twice, and found to be forty- four feet in length 
from eaft to weft, eighteen feet and an half ia 
breadth, and ten feet and a quarter in height at 
the centre. This immenfe cavity is dug en- 
tirely out of the folid rock, and is exceedingly 
well polifhed, but without any ornament. The 
fame ftonc extends much farther than the ex- 
cavated part, on each ficje of it, and is alto^ 
gether, I imagine, full a hundred feet in length, 
The inhabitants near know npthing of its hif- 
tory or age, hut I learnt from the Chief of a 
neighbouring village, that a tradition h extant 
of a MoHUMMEDAN, named Minha^j-u-deen, 
having performed his Cheehh^ or forty days de- 
votion, in this cavern ; and that he was co- 
temporary with MUKHDOOM ShERF-U-DEEN, 
a venerable Welecy who died in Behar in the 
500th year of the Hijrec ; and he even went {(^x 
far as to aver that he himfelf was defcended from 
MiNH a'j-u-deen, and had records at Tatna of 
his family's genealogy to the prefent time, 
What credit is due to this I will not pretend to 
fay ; but the room is certainly now frequented 
by MoHUMMEj)ANS, and has been for ibme 
time, as tjiere are the remains of an old rpolque 
clofe before it, and within a raifed terrace, fucH 
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as the MoHUMMEDAN devotees are ufed to con* 
fkruQ: for their religious retirement. There are 
two Infcriptions, one on each fide of the inte- 
rior part of the entrance ; the impreffions of 
both which my Moonfhec took off in the courfe 
of three days, with much trouble, and fuffi- 
cient accuracy to enable Mr. Wilkins to un- 
derftand and explain the whole of one, though 
many Pandits^ I was informed, who had feen 
the original engraving, had attempted in vain 
to decypher it. The other, which confifts of 
pne line only, is unfortunately of a different 
Charader, and remains ftill unintelligible. 

The following letter and remarks, which 
Mr. Wilkins has favoured me with, make it 
wnneceffary for me to fay any thing of the con- 
tents of the Infcription : I can only regret with 
him that the date is yet uudifcovered ; as what 
is now but a gratification of curiofity might 

, then^have been a valuable clue to the illuftra^ 
tion of obfcure events in ancient hiftory. There 
are, however, feveral other Caves in the ad- 
joining hills, which I likewife vifited, but had 
not time to take the Jnfcriptions : and frora 
thefe, I hope a date will be difcovered. 

Were any other teftimony befides the In- 

• fcription wanted to fhew that thefe Caves were 

religious temples, the remains of three defaced 

images lucar another which I vifited, called 

. Y 4 Curram 
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Curra^m Chojfar^ would be fufHcient proof of it* 
A third, the name of which I could not learn, 
has its entrance very qurioufly wrought with 
Elephants and other ornaments, pf which, I 
hope, in a fhort time to prefent a drawing t^ 
the Society. 



A 
I. E T T E R 

FROM 

IP H A R L E S W I^L K I N S, ^sq^ 

TO THE SECRETARY. 
PEAR SIR, 

HAVING been fo fortunate as t6 make out 
the whole of the very curious lafcrip- 
tion you were fo obliging as to lend me, I here- 
with return it, and alfo a copy of my tranfla- 
tion, which is as literal ^s the idioms would 
admit it to be. 

The firft lines of the firft verfe allude to the 
ftory of Bhawanee^s killing the evil fpirit 
Maheejhdfoory who in the difguife of a Buffalo, 
as the name imports, had fought with EenJrdi * 
and his celeftial bands, for a hundred years, de- 
feated him, and ufurped hjs throne, ^he ftory 

is 

'.J 
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is to be found at large in a little book called 
Cbandee. The vanquiflied fpirits, being bar 
niftied the Heavens and doomed to wander the 
Earth, after a while affemble, with their Chief 
Eendrd at their head, and refolve to lay their 
grievances before Veejhnoo and Seev. Condu<9:ed 
by Brahmuy they repair into the prefence of 
thofe Deities, who heard their complaints with 
compaffion ; and their anger was fo violent 
againft Maheejhafoor^ that a kind of flame iflued 
from their mouths, and from the mouths of 
the reft of the principal Gods, of which was 
formed a Goddefo of inexpreflible beauty with 
ten arms, and each hand holding a different 
weapon. This was a transfiguration of Bha-t 
wanes the confort of S^ev^ under which (he is 
generally called Doorga. She is fent againft 
%\ic ufurper. She mounts her lion, the gift of 
the mountain Heemaiay (fnowy), and attacks; 
the Monfter, who fhifts his form repeatedly ; 
till at length the Goddefs planteth her foot upon 
his head^ and cuts it off with a lingle ftroke of 
her fword. Immediately the upper part of a 
human body iflues through the neck of the 
headlefs Buffalo and aims a ftroke, which being 
warded off by the lion with his right paw, 
Doorga puts an end to. the combat by piercing 
him through the heart with a fpear. I have in 
piy pofteffion a ftatue of the Goddefs with on^ 

foot 
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foot on her lion, and the other on the Monfter, 
in the attitude here laftly dcfcribed. 

The want of a date diiappointed my cxpec-* 
tations* I had fome hopes that it was con- 
tained in the fingle line, which you informed 
me was taken from another part of the Cave ; 
but, although I have not yet fucceeded in mak- 
ing out the whole, I have difcovercd enough 
to convince me that it contains nothing but an 
invocation. If you (hould be {q fortunate as to 
obtain correft copies of the reft of the Infcrip- 
tions that are to be found in the Caves of thofe 
mountains, I make no doubt but that we fliall 
meet with fome circumftance or other, that wiU 
guide iis to a difcovery of their antiquity. 

J have the pleafure to fubfcribe myfelf, 

DEAR SIR, 

Your very firicere friend. 
And obedient humble fervant^ 
CHARLES WII.KINS, 

pdcHttaf I Jib Mfrcb 178^, 
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WHEN the foot of the Goddefs ♦ was, 
with its tinkling ornaments, plante4 
upcHi the head of Mabsejhafoor +, all the bloom 
of the new-blown flower of the fountain ;{; wa$ 
difperfed with difgrace, by its fuperior beauty. 
May that foot, radiant with a fringe of refuU 
gent beams iffuing from its pure bright nails, 
endue you with a fteady and an unexampled 
devotion, offered up with fruits, and fhew yom 
the way to dignity and wealth ! 

The illuflrious Tagna Varm^ was a Prince 
whofe greatnefs confifled in free-will offerings. 
His reputation was as unfuUied as the Moon. 
He was renowned amongft the Martial Tribes ; 
and although he was, by dcfcent, by wifdom, 

♦ Bbawame^ the wtfeof 5/^tf. 
+ The name of an Evil Spirit. 
X Epithet of the Lotue. 

courage. 
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courage, charity, and other qualities, the fore-, 
leader of the royal line ; yet, from the natural 
humility of his temper, he 4ifturbed not the 
powerful ocean. 

His aufpicious fon, Sardoola Varmay aPrincp 
whofc magnificence flowed, as it were, from 
the tree of imagination *, difplayed the enfign 
cf royalty in facrifices, and the world was fub- 
dued by his infinite renown. He gratified the 
hopes of relations, friends, and dependants ; and 
honour was achieved from the deed pf death -f 
near the uprifing ocean. 

By his pious fon, called Ananta Varma be- 
caufe of his infinite renown, the holy abode of 
us contemplative men, who are always ftudious 
for his good and employed in his feryice, hath 
been increafed and rendered fanK)us as long as 
the earth, the fun and moon, and ftarry heaven 
fhall endure ; and Katayane€ | having taken 
fan6tuary, and being placed, in this cavern of 
the wonderful Veendya § mountains. 

The holy Prince gave unto Bhawanee^ ia 
perpetuity, the villas - — — - || and its hilly 

* In the original Kalpa-tarooy a fabulous tre^ which yielded( 
cyery thing that was demanded. 

-j- He was probably carried Xo Ganga-Sagar to die. 

X One of the names of Doorga or Bowanee* 

§ The name of the chain pf mountains which conunences 
ztChunar. 

II The name, which cpnfifted pf tMfo long fyllablcs, is 
W2Uiting in the original. 

lands, 
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lands, by wbofe lofty mountain-tops the funny 
beams are caft in (hade : Its filth and impuri- 
ties are wafbed away by the precious (lores of 
the Mahanada *, and it is refrefhed by the 
breezes from the waving Preeyangoos + an4 

Bakoolas J of its groves. 

• 

♦ Probably the river called th« Mahonah in Rennel'* 
Map of Soudi Bahar, 
t Probably the Chainpa. 
X Moulfetee. 



TWO 
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FROM T H £ 

VINDHYA MOUNTAINS, 

TKANStATEb FROM THE SANSCRIT, 
BY CHARLES WILKINS, ESQ^ 



tiRST INSCRIPTIOK, IN A CAVERN, CALLED 
THEGROTOF THE SEVEN RISHlV NEAR GAY A. 

I. A NANTA VARMA, mafter of the 
XjL hearts of the people, who was the 
^ood fonof *Sr^^ Sardoola, by his own birth 
and great virtues clafled amongft the principal 
rulers of the earth, gladly caufed this ftatue of 
Kreeshna of unfullied renown, confirmed in 
the world like his own reputation, and the 
image of Kanteematee ^ to be depofited in 
this great mountain-cave. 

2. Sree Sardoola, of eftablifhed fame, 
jewel of the diadems of kings, emblem of time 
to the martial poffeflbrs of the earth, to the fub- 

* Rapha, the favourite Miftrefs of Krbbshna. 

mifiivc 
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iniflive the tree of the fruit of defirc, a light 
to the Military Order, whofe glory was uot 
founded upon the feats of a fingle battle, the 
raviflier of female hearts, and the image of 
Smar A * became the ruler of the land. 

3. Wherever Sree Sardoola is wont to 
caft his own difcordant fight towards a foe, and 
the fortunate ftar, his broad eye, isenflamed 
with anger between its expanded lids, thert 
falleth a (hower of arrows from the ear*drawn 
firing of the bow of his fon, the renowned 
Ananta Varma, the beflower of infinite 
happinefs. 



SECOND INSCRIPTION, IN A CAVE BEHIND 
NAGARJENI. 

I. THE aufplcious Sree Yajna Varma, 
whofe movement was as the fportive elephants 
in the feafon of lufl:, was, like Manoo +, the 
appointer of the military flation of all the 
chiefs of the earth.' — By whofe divine offerings, 
the God with a thoufand eyes J being con- 
ftantly invited, the emaciated Powlomee^j for 

♦ Kama De va the Cupid of the Hif^doos^ 
t The firftlcgiflator of the Hindoos. 
X Eendroy a deification of the Heavens. 
§ The wife of Emdra* 

a long 
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z long time fullicd the beauty of her cheefe^ 
with falling tears» 

z. Ananta Varma by namei the fricfrtd 
of ftrangers ; reaowniid in the world in the 
chara£ter of valour; by nature imraaculate zs 
the lunar beams, and who is the offspring of 
Sree Sardoola : — By him this wonderful fta- 
tue of Bhootapatee and of Devee *, the 
maker of all things vifible and invifible, and the 
granter of boons, which hath taken lanftuary 
in this cave, was caufed to be made. May ic 
protect the univerfe ! 

3. The firing of his expanded bow, charged 
wkh arrows, and drawn to the extremity of the 
Ihoulder, burfteth the circle's centre. Of fpa- 
cious brow, propitious diftindlion, and fur- 
pa'ffing beauty, he is the image of the moorf 
with an nndiminilhed countenance* A-nanta 
Varma to the end ! Of form like Smara + 
in exiftence, he is fctn with the conftant and 
affe^ionate {landing with their tender and fa- 
fcinated eyes conftantly fixed upon him. 

4. From the machine his bow, reproacher 
of the crying Koorara l, bent to the extreme, 
he is endued with force ; from his expanded 

* Seeva^or Mahade^a^ and his confort in one image,- as 
a type of the deities, Geniur and Genitrix* 
t The Hindoo Cupid. 
X A bird that is coniiaiitly making a noife before rain, 

virtue 
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virtue he is a provoker ; by his good conduct his 
renown reacheth to afar ; he is a hero by whofe 
courfing fleeds the elephant is diflurbed^ and a 
youth who is the feat of Ibrrow to the women 
of his foes. He is the dire^or^ and his name 
is Ananta ♦• 



This word fignifics Eternal or Infinifte. 



Vol. 11. 2 rut 
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THE 

TRANSLATION o# aw !NSCRIPTI0K 

I N T HE 

MAGA LANGUAGE, 

ENGRAVED ON A SILVER PLATE FOUND IN A 
CAVE NEAR ISLa'mABA'd. 

. COMMUNICATED BY JOHN SHORE, ESQ^ 

ON the 14th of Mdgha 904, Chandi Lab 
Rajd *, by the advice of Bowangari Raufh 
who was the direftor of his ftudies and devo- 
tions, and in conformity to the fentimcnts of 
twenty-eight other Rau/is, formed the defign of 
eftablifhing a place of religious worfhip ; for 
which piirpofe a cave was dug, and paved with 
bricks, three cubits in depth, and three cubits 
alio in diameter, in which were depofited one 
hundred and twenty brazen images of finall 
dimenfions, denominated Tahmudas ; alio, 
twenty brazen images larger than the former, 
denominated Langida\ there was likcwifc 
a large image of ftone called Langudagdri^ 

* Perhaps, SindUyah* 

widi 
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with a veflel of brafs in which were depofited 
tw^o of the bones of ^*hacur: on a filver plate 
\vcre infcribed the HaucUj or the mandates of 
the Deity; with that alfo flyled Taumab 
Cbuckfowna Tahma^ to the ftudy of which 
twenty-eight Raulis devote their time and at- 
tention ; who, having celebrated the prefent 
work of devotion with feftivals and rejoicings, 
created over the cave a place of religious wor- 
ihip for the Magas in honour of the Deity. 

Got) fent into the world Buddha Avata'r 
to inftrud and direft the fteps of angels and 
of men ; of whofe birth and origin the follow- 
ing is a relation : When Buddha Avata'r 
xlefcended from the region of fouls in the 
month of Mdgh, and entered the body of 
Maha'ma'ya', the wife of Sootah Dannah, 
Rajd of Cai/as, her womb fuddenly aflumed the 
appearance of clear tranfparent cryftal, in which 
Buddha appeared, beautiful as a flower, kneel- 
ing and reclining on his hands. After ten 
months and ten days of her pregnancy had 
clapfed, Maha'ma'ya'' folicited permiffioii 
from her hulband the Raja to vilit her father, 
in conformity to which the roads were direfted 
to be repaired and made clear for her journey ; 
fruit-trees were planted; water-veflcls placed 
on the road-fide ; and great illuminations pre- 
pared for the occafion. Maha'ma'ya' then 
Z 2 commenced 
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commenced her joiimey, and arrived at a gat"-* 
den adjoining to the road, where inclination led 
her to walk and gather flowers : at this time, 
being fuddenly attacked with the pains of child- 
birth, fhe laid hold on the trees for fupport, 
which declined their boughs at the inftant, for 
the purpofe of concealing her perfon, while (he 
was delivered of the child ; at which jundure 
Brahma' himfelf attended with a golden veflel 
in his hand, on which he laid the child, and 
delivered it to Indra, by whom it was com- 
mitted to the charge of a female attendant ; 
upon which the child alighting from her arms, 
walked feven paces, whence it was taken up 
by Maha'mAVa' and carried to her houfe ; 
and on the enfuing morning news were circu- 
,lated of a child being boru in the Rajci^s family. 
At this time Tapaswi Muni, who, rcfiding in 
the woods, devoted his time to the worfliip of 
theDeity,^ learned by infpiration that Buddha 
was come to life in the R^jd^s palace : he flew 
through the air to the Raj^*s refidence, where, 
fitting on a throne, he faid, ^' I have repaired 
, ** hither for the purpofe of vifiting the child." 
Buddha was accordingly brought into his pre- 
fence : the Muni obferved two feet fixed on his 
1 h^d, and, divining fomcthing both of good and 
■ bad import, began to weep and to laugh alter- 
nately. The Rd/a then queftioned him with 

regard 
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regard to his prefcnt impulfe, to whom he an- 
fwercd, " 1 muft not refidc in the fame place 
•' ^vith Buddha, when he fhall arrive at the 
** rank of j4vatdr : this is the caufe of my 
•* prefent aiflliftion, but I am even now affeded 
** with gladnefs by his prefcnce, as I am here- 
** by abfolved from all my tranfgreffions." The 
Muni then departed ; and, after five days had 
elapfed, he aflemblcd four Pandits for the pur- 
pofe of calculating the deftiny of the child ; 
three of whom divined, that as he had marks 
on his hands refembling a wheel, he would at 
length become a Rajil Chacraverti ; another di- 
vined, that he would arrive at the dignity of 
Av^tclr. 

The boy was now named Sa'cya, and had 
attained the age of fixteen years ; at which pe- 
riod it happened, that the Raja Chqhidan had 
a daughter named Vasuta^ka^ whom he had 
engaged not to give in marriage to any one till 
fuch time as a fuitor fhould be found who 
could braqe a certain bow in his pofleffion, 
which hitherto many Rajas had attempted to 
accomplifh without; effect. Sa^cya now fuc- 
ceeded in the attempt, and accordingly obtained 
the Rajahs daughter in marriage, with whom 
he repaired to his own place of reiidence. 

One day, as certain myfteries were revealed 
to hini, h? formed the defign of relinquifhing 

Z 3 * his 
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his dominion ; at which time a fon was bom in 
his houfc whofe name was Raohu, Sa'cya 
then left his palace with only one attendant 
and a horfe, and, having crofTed the river 
Gang a', arrived at BaHcali), where, having di- 
re£ted his fervant to leave him and carry away 
his horfe, he laid afide his armour. 

When the world was created, there appeared 

live flowers, which Brahma' depofited in a 

place of fafety : three of them were afterwards 

delivered to the three T^hacurs^ and one was 

prefented to Sa^cya, who difcovercd, that it 

pontained fome pieces of wearing apparel, in 

which he clothed himfelf, and adopted the 

manners and life of a mendicant. A traveller 

one day pafled by him ^'^ ith eight bundles of 

grafs on his (houlders, and addrefling him, fay^r 

ing : *' A long period of time has elapfed fince 

** I have feen the TMcur^ but now fince I 

*' have the happinefs to meet him, I beg to pre- 

** fent himan offering gonfifting of thefe bundles 

*' of grafs." Sa'cya accordingly accepted oi 

the grafs, and repofcd on it. At that time there 

fuddenly appeared a golden temple containing 

a chair of wrought gold, and the height of the 

temple was thirty cubits, upon which Brahma' 

alighted, and held a canopy over the head of 

Sa'cya : at the fame time Indra. defcended 

with a Jarge fap irj his hand, and Na'ga, 

the 
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the jR^ of Icrpcnts, with ifioes in bis hand, to» 
gethcr with the four tutehr deities of the four 
comers of the uhiverfe ; who all attended to 
do him fervice and reverence. At this tinic 
Kkcwife the chief o£ Jlfurs with his forces ar- 
rived, riding en an elephant, to give battle to 
Sa^cya, upon which Brahma^ Indra, and 
the other deities, deferted him and vaniibed^ 
Sa^cta, obferving that he was left alone, in- 
voked the afliftance of the Earth ; who, attend* 
ing at his fummons, brought an inundation 
over all the ground, whereby the jf/ur and 
his forces were vanquiOied, and compelled to 
retire. 

At this time five holy fcriptures dc- 
fcended from above, and Sa'cya was dignified 
with the title of Buddha Avatar. The fcrip- 
tures confer powers of knowledge and retro- 
fpefkion, the ability of accomplifhing the im- 
pulfes of the heart, and of carrying into cffcGt 
the words of the mouth. Sa'cya rcfided here, 
without breaking his faft, twenty- one days, 
and then returned to his own country, where 
he prefides over Rajd*Sj governing them with^ 
care and equity. 

Whoever reads the Caric, his body, apparel, 
and the place of his devotions, muft be purified ; 
he fhall be thereby delivered from the evil ma- 
chinations of demons and of his enemies ; and 

Z 4 thQ 
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the ways of redcmptidil (hall be opca to hirti 
Buddha Avatdr inftru(9;cd ^ Qctxzvo, Rauli hj 
name Anguli Ma'la in the ^writings of the 
Carte ^ f^tyipgt " Whoever (hall read and ftudy 
*' them, his foul (hall jiot undergo a tranfmi- 
^* gration^" and the fcripturep were thence 
called Anguli MaB, There were likewife five 
other books of the Carte denominated Vaehanam^ 
which if one perufe, he (hall thereby be ex- 
empted from poverty and the machinations of 
his enemies ; he (hall al(o be exalted to dignity 
and honours^ and the length of his days (hall 
be protrafted : the ftudy of the C&rie heals af- 
flidions and pains of the body, and whoever 
(liall have faith therein, heaven and \^\{\ (haH 
\it the reward of hjs piety. , 
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APPENDIX. 



HYMN TO CAMDEO, 

BY SIR WILLIAM JOSES. 



THE ARGUMENT* 



TPE Hhid^ God to whom the following poem is acildrefTed, appears evi- 
dently the fame with the Grtctan Eros and the Raman CuPiDO $ but 
the Indian defcription of his perfon and arms, his family, attendants^ 
and attributes, has new and peculiar beauties. 

According to the mythology of Hindu/fan, he was thefon of- 
Maya, or the general attra^ing power, and married to Retty or 
AffeSion ; and his bofom friend is Bess E NT or Spring : he is reprc- 
fented as a beautiful youth^ fometimes converting with his mother and 
confort in the midft of his gardens and temples $ fometimes riding by 
moon-light on a parrot or lory, and attended by dancing-girls or 
nymphs, the foremoft of whom bears his colours, which are zjlfif on* 
a red ground* His favourite place of refbrt is a large tra6k of country 
round Agra, and principally the plains of Matra, where Krishen 
alfo and the nine Gop^a, who are clearly the Apol/o and Mufis of jhe 
Preeks, yfually fpend the night with mufick and dance. His bow of 
fugar-cane or flowers, with a ftring of bees, and his Jh/e arrows^ 
each pointed with an Indian hlofhm of a heating qisafity, are allegoriet 
equally new and beautiful. He has at leaft twenty-three names, moft 
of which are introduced in the Hymn j that of Qdm or Cdma iignifies 
defirff 2L fenfe which it alip bears in ancient and n^pdem Prrfian i and 
}t is po^^ble, th^ttbe wor^s J>ifuc an|d f^ufid^ ^hiph (lave the fame 

iigniiicationy 
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fignificatiofl> may have the fame origin 5 fince we know that the ©Id 
^ru/cans, from whom great part of the Roman language and religion 
was derived, ^nd whofe fydem bad a near affinity with that of the 
J'trJ^f and Indians^ ufed to write thea* lines alternately forwards 
and backwards, as furrows aie made by the plough ; and though the 
two laft letters of Cupido may be only the grammatical termination, as 
in libido and ca^doy yet die pcMUwy roet «f €upi^ is (;ontained in tlie 
tiiree firft letters. The feventh ftanza alludes to the bold attempt of 
<his deity to wound the great God Mabadeo, for which he was pu- 
niibed by a flame confuming his c9rporeal nature and inducing him to 
a mental eifence ; and hence his chief dominion is over the minds of 
IMrtalsy or fuch deities as he is oermitted to fubdue. 



THE HYMN. 



W»i 



lAT potent God from Agra's orient bowr's 
Floats through the lucid air, whilft living flowers 
With funny twine the vocal arbours w^-eathe, 
And gales enamourM heavenly fragrance breathe ? 

Hail powV unknown ! for at thy becfc 

Vales and groves their bofoms deck, 

And ev'ry laughing bloffom dreffes 

With gems of dew his mufky trefles. 
I feel, I feel thy genial flame divine, 
And hallpw thee ?ind kifs thy flirine. 

^^ Know^ft thou not me ?'^ C^leftial founds I he*r ! 
*♦ Know'ft thou not me ?" Ah, fpare a mortal ear J 
^ Behold" — My fwimming eyes entranc'd I raife^ 
But oh ! they fhrink before th' exccfTiv^ blaze. 

Yes, fon qf Maya, yes, I know 

Thy bloomy fhaft^ and cany bow, 

Cheeks with youthful glory beaming, 

Locks in braids ethereal ft reaming, 
Thy fcaly ftandard, thy myfterious arms^ 
And all thjr pains and all thj^ charms, 



God 
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God of each lovely fight, each lovely found. 
Soul-kindling, world-inflaming, ftarry-crown'd, . 
Eternal Cama ! Or doth Smara bright^ 
Or proud Ananga give thee m«re delight I 

Whatever thy feat, whatever thy name. 

Seas, earth, and air thy reign proclaim : 

Wreathy fmiles and rofeate pleafures 

Are thy richeft, fweeteft treafures. 
All animals to thee their tribute bring. 
And hail thee univerfal king. 

Thy confort mild, Affection ever true, 
Graces thy fide, her veft of glowing hue. 
And in her train twelve blooming girls advance, 
Touch golden firings and knit the mirthful dance* 

Thy dreadful implements they bear, 

And wave them in the fcented air, 

Each witii pearls her neck adorning, 

Brighter than the tears of morning. 
Thy crimfon enfign, which before them flicSj 
Decks with new ftars the fapphire fkies. 

God of the flow'ry fliafts and flow*ry bow. 

Delight of all above and all below ! 

Thy lov*d companion, conftant from his birth. 

In heav'n clep'd Bessent, and gay Spring on earthy 

Weaves thy green robe and flaunting bow'rs. 

And from thy clouds draws balmy fliowVs, 

He with fre(h arrows fills thy quiver 

(Sweet the gift and fweet the giver). 
And bids the many-plum'd warbling throng 
Burft the pent bloflbms with their fong. 

He bends the lufcious cane, and twifts the firing 
With bees how fweet ! but ah, how keen their fting f 
He with five flow'rets tips thy ruthlefs darts. 
Which thrpug^ five fenfes pierce enrapturM hearts : 

Strong 
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Strong Chuupa, rich in od'rous goH, 
Wan» Ambr, nursed in heavenly mouldy 
Dry Nagkeser in iUver iiiuli^. 
Hot KiTictiM our fenfe beguiling^ 
And Iz&y to kindle-ficroe the fcorching flame, 
LovESHAFT, which Gods bright Bela name. 

Can men refift thy pow'r, when Krishen yields, 
KrisHen, who ftill in Matra's holy fields 
Tunes harps immortal, and to ftrains divine 
Dances by moon-light with the Gopi a nine ? 
But, when thy daring fxm untam'd 
At Mahadeo a love-(haft aim*d. 
Heaven 0iook> and, finit with ftony wonder^ 
Told his. de^ dread in burfts of thunder, 
Whilft on thy beauteous limbs an azure fire 
BIaz*d forth, which never muft expire. 

O thou for ages born, yet ever young, 
For ages may thy Br am in's lay be iung ! 
And when thy Lory fpreads his fem'rald wings 
To waft thee high above the towV of Elings, 
Whilft o*er thy throne the moon's pale light 
Pours her foft radiance through the night. 
And to each floating cloud difcovers 
The haunts of Weft or joylefs lovers, 
TbJ' mildeft influence to thy Bard impart, 
To virarm, but not confute his heart 



A HYMN 
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HTMN TO NARAYENA; 

BY SIR WILLIAM JONES* 



THE ARGUMBIIT. 



A COMFL^TB introdwftion to die following Ode would he noldk 
than a full conmient on the Vatds and Pur an s of the Hindus, tl« 
remaint of Egyptian and Perfian theology, and the tenets of the Jmci^ 
and Italick fchools ; bt^t this is not the place for io vaft a difijuiiitioiL* 
It will be fufficient here to prenoKe, that the inextricable dlfficukiet at- 
tending the vulgar notion a£ material Jub/fan^et, concerning whidi 

** We know this only, that we nothing know,'* 

induced many of the wiieft among the ancient^ aiMl (bme of the ftioC 
enlightened among the moderns, to believe, that the whole Creation 
was rather an energy than a nvork^ by which the Infinite Being who i« 
prefent at all times and in all {daces, exhibits to the minds of his oca. 
tures a fet of perceptions, like a^vonderftil pi£hireor piece of mulickf ' 
always varied, yet always unifi)cm ; To that all bodies and fhar <iua« 
titles exift, indsedy to every wife and uTsful purpose;, but esift aoif at 
far as they are perceived i a theory no lefs pious dian fublime, and at 
different A-om any principle of Atheifm, as the brighteft fuaihioe d^Sam 
from the blackeft midnight. This iliiifi ve operation of the Deity the Hindm 
Philofbphers call Maya, or Deeeption \ and the word occurs in this 
fenie more than once in the commentary on the Rig V^e^ by die great 
Vasishth A» of wluch Mr. HALas ao haa given us ua adnoffafak ipr- 
cimen. 

Tvi^firfi ftanza of the Hymn reprefents the fublimeft attributes of 
the Supreme Being, and the three forms in which they moft clearly 
appear to tts« Finvir, Hydtm^ and Qocdn^fs^ or^ in the language of 
Orpheus and his difciples, Ifivt* The.fecond CQmpaCf» tho ImUam 
and Egyptian do^rine of the Divine Eilence and Archetypal Llean 
^ lor a diftinft account of which the reader mud be referred to a noblo 

dciicriptiQa 
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deTcriptioii in the Sixth Book of Plato's Repuhlick ; and the Ax^ 
explanation of that paflage in an elegant difcourfe by the Author o/ 
CTRt78» from whofe learned woik a hint has been borrowed for the 
coMclufion of this piece* The third zn^ fourth are taken from the In« 
liitutes ef MEttV» and the eighteenth Furan of Vyasa, entitled $rt^ 
Shagswa^ part of which has been tranflated into Fiffimh not without 
cleg^ceyl>tit rlther too paraphraftically. From BREriMt, or the Great 
Being, in the neuter gender, is formed Brehma, In thtmafculine ; and 
the fesond word is appropriated to th6 Creative Power of the D'tvinitf* 
The Spirit df God, called Narayen A, orMovmgonthe Water, 
has a multiplicity of other epithets in San/crit, the principal of which 
are introduced, exprefsly or by allufion, in the^^i^ ftanza $ and two of 
them contain the names of the Evil Beings who' are feigned to have 
fprung from the ears of Vishnu j for thus the Divine Spirit is intitled, 
When confidered as the Preferving Power : l^e/bcth afcribes the per- 
ception of fecoudafy qualities by our fenfes to the immediate influence 
•f Maya } and thtfeventh imputes to her operation the /riawiy qua- 
lities of Exteniion and Solidity. 



T H E H Y M N. 

V^P I R I T of Spirits, who, through ev'ry part 
Of fpace expanded and of endlefs time, 
Beyond the ftretch of labVing thought fublimcj' 
Badil uproar Into beauteous order ftart^ 
Before Heaven was, Thou art : 
Ere Ipheres beneath us roU'd or fpheres above^ 
Ere earth in firmamental ether hung. 
Thou lat'ft alone ; till, through thy myftick Love^ 
Things unexifting to cxiftencc fprung, 
And grateful deicant fuitg. 
What firft impeJrd thee to exert thy might? - 
Goodnefe unlimited. What glorious light 
Thy powV directed ? Wifdom without bound. 
What proVc'd it firft ? Oh ! guide my fancy right 5 
Oh I nufe from cumbrous ground 
My fottl in rapture drown'd, 

■ That 
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That fearlefs it may foar on wings of fire ; 
For Thou, who only know'ft. Thou only canft infpire. 

Wrapt in eternal folitary fhade, 
Th* impenetrable gloom of light intenfe. 
Impervious, inacceflible, immenfe, 
Ere fpirits were infus'd or forms difplay'd, 
Brehm his own mind fur/ey'd, 
As mortal eyes (thus finite we compare 
With infinite) in fmootheft mirrors gaze : 
Swift, at his look, a (hape fupremely fair 
Leap'd into being with a boundlefs blaze. 
That fifty funs might daze. 
Primeval, Maya was the Goddefs nam'd. 
Who to her fire, with Love divine inflamed, 
A cafkct gave with rich Ideas fill'd. 
From which this gorgeous Univerfe he fram'd j 
For, when th* Almighty will'd 
Unnumber'd worlds to build. 
From Unity diver fified he fprang. 
While gay Creation laugh'd, and procreant Nature rang. 

Firft an all-potent all-pervading found 

Bade flow the waters — and the waters flow'd. 

Exulting in their meafurelefs abode, 

DiiFufive, multitudinous, profound, 
Above, beneath, around : 
Then o'er the vaft expanfe primordial wind /" 

Breath'd gently till a lucid bubble rofe, ' 

Which grew in perfeft (hape an Egg refin'd : N 

Created fubftance no fuch luftre fhows. 
Earth no fuch beauty knows. 
Above the warring waves it danc'd elate. 

Till from its burfting fliell with lovely ftate 

A form cerulean flutter'd o'er the deep, 

Brighteft of beings, greateft of the great : 
Vol. II, A a . Wha 
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Who not as mortals ftecp 
Their eyes in dewy fleep. 
But heav*nly-pcnfivc on the Lotos lay. 
That blofTom'd at his touch and (bed a gotden ray* 

Hail, primal bloflpm ! hail empyreal |;em f 
Kemel, or Pbdma, or whate'er high name 
Pcjight thee, fay, what four- foma'd Godhead came^ 
With graceful Hole and beamy diadem, 
Forth from thy verdant ftem ? 
Full-gifted Brehma ! Rapt in folemn diought 
He flood, and round his eyes fire-darting threw: 
But, whilft his viewlefs origin he fought, 
One plain he j^w of living waters blue. 
Their fpring nor fax n^or k^iew- 
Then, in his parent ftall^ again r^tir'd, 
With reftlefs pain for ages he inquired 
What were his pow*rs, by whom, and why confetr'd S 
With doubts perplex'd, with keen impatience fir'd. 
He rofe, and rifing heard 
Th' unknown all-knowing Word, 
*' Brehma ! no more in vain refearch perfxft : 
^ My veil thou canft not mpYC-i-Go s bid all world? exift,*^ 

Hail, felf-exiftent, in celeftial fpeech 
Narayen, from thy watry cradk, n^d^ 
Or VenapvIaly* may I fi^g unblam'd. 
With flowVy braids, that to thy fandals reach, 
Whofe beauties who can teach i 

Or high Pei.xamb^r clad in ydlow robes 
Than fun-Heams brighter in meridian glow. 
That weave their heav'n-fpun light o'er circling globes ? 
Unvycaricd, lotos-eyed, with dreadful bow. 
Dire Evil's conftant foe f 

Great Pedmanabha, o'er thy cheriflx'd world 
The pointed Chccray by thy fingers vvhirl'd. 
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Fierce Kytabh fhall deftroy and Medhu grim, 
To black defpair and deep deftruftion hurl'd. 

Such views my fenfes dim. 

My ejres in darknefs fwim : 
WTut eye can bev thy blaze, what utterance tell 
Thy deeds with fi)ver trump or many- wreathed (hell ? 

Omnifcient Spirit, whofe all-ruling pow'r 

Bids fron> each fenfe bright emanations beam; 
Glows in the rainbow, fparkles in the ftream, 
Smiles in the bud, and gliftens in the flow'r 
That crowns each vernal bow'r. 
Sighs in the gale, ^nd warbles in the throat 
Of ev'ry bird that hails the bloomy fpring. 
Or tells his love in many a liquid note, 
Whilft envious artifts touch the rival ftring. 
Till rocks and forefts ring; 
Breathes in rich fragrance from the fandal grove. 
Or where the precious muflc-deer playful rove ; 
In dulcet juice from cluft'ring fruit diftills. 
And burns (alubrious in the tafteful clove ; 
Soft banks and verd'rous hills 
Thy prefent influence fills ; 
In air, in floods, in caverns, woods, and plains. 
Thy will infpirjts all, thy fov'reign Maya reigns* 

Blue cryftal vault, and elemental fires. 

That in th' ethereal fluid blaze and breathe; 
Thou, tofling main, whofe fhaky branches wreathe 
This penfile orb with intertwifling gyres ; 
Mountains, whofe radiant fpires 
Prefuqiptuous rear their fummits to the fkies. 
And blend their emerald hue with fapphire light; 
Smooth meads and lawns, that glow with varying dyes 
Of dew-befpangled leaves and blofToms bright, 
Hence ! vanifb from my fight : 

A ^ Z . Pelufivc 
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Dclufivc pifturcs ! unfubftantialihows ! 
My foul abfoirbM One only Being knows. 
Of ail perceptions One abundant fource. 
Whence ev*ry objcft ev'ry moment flows : 
Suns hence derive their force, 
Hence planets learn their courfe ; 
But funs and fading worlds I view no more # 
God only I perceive i Goi> only I adore. 



AK 
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ACCOUNT 

OF. 

EMBASSIES AND LETTERS 

THAT PASSED BETWEEN TH£ 

MPEROROF CHINA AND SULTAN SH AH ROKH, 
SON OF AMIR TIMUR. 

BXTRACTSD from the MALTA US SADEIM.QP ' 
ABDUR REZAfC) 
ANDTRANSLATEDBir 

WILLIAM CHAMBERS, ES O*. 



THE TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE. 

H E cnfuing Extra£ls are made from a work which Is 
not entirely unknown in Europe. M. D'Herbelpt 
makes {articular mention of it under the article ScbahrMy 
and expreffes a hope of feeing it ong day tranflated by 
M, G ALLANO J but no fuch tranflation has ever appeared* 

The fcdlowing account taken from the Habib us Sier of 
Khondemiry ihows in what degree of efteem the Author 
and his work have been held in Jfia, 

<< Kamal ud Din Abdul Rezak was a fonof Jelal ud 
" Din IsHAK of Samarcandy and was bom at Herat on 
*< the tath of Shahan 8i6 or (6th Novftnbery A. D. I4i3)» 
<* His fether Ishak refidcd at the court of Sultan Sh a^i- 
" ROKH, in quality of Kazy and Imam, and was fome- 

* Now Sir William Chambers. 

A a 3 « times 
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** times confulted on points of law, and defircd to read 

" learned * treatifes in his Majefty's prefencc. Abduk 

" Rezak, after his father's death, in the year 841 

•* (A. D. 1437)1 wrote a comment on Azd ud Dm 

" Yahia*s Treatife of Arabic prepofitions and pronottnSf 

^' and dedicated it to Sultan Shahrokh; on occafionof 

** which he had the honour to kifs his Majefty's hand. In 

*' the latter part of that prince's reign, he went as his 

*' ambaflador to the King of Bijanagur {Fi/tapore)j and 

•* experienced various extraordinary incidents and viciffi- 

** tudes on that journey ; but at length returned to Khora^ 

*' fan in lafety. After the deadi of Sultan Shahrokh, 

*^ he was fucceffively admitted to the prefence of Mirza 

*' Abdul Latif, Mirza Abdullah, and Mirza 

*' Abul Kasimj and in the fir&yumadofSyj (or Oc^ 

*' tcber 1472), underlie reign of Sultan Abu Said, he 

** was appointed Superintendant of the Khankah of 

" Mirza Shahrokh, where he continued to the time 

** of his death, which happened in the htteryumadof the 

•'.year 877 (anfwering to part of July and Jugu^ 1482). 

** Among the excellent -prodnftions of his pen is that ufefuj 
** work the Maila us Sadein^ which is in everyone's 
" hand, and is unrv^erfally known, ^here he has given a 
<^ general hiftory of. events f^mthe time of Sultan Ahii 

' H Said Bahadar Khan, down to the aflaffination of 
'« MiRzA Sultan Abu Said GuRKan." 

Abu Said Bah AD ARi Khan was the ninth in fucceffion 
from Chengez Khan, of thofe that reigned over -P/ir^tf 

• at large. His death happened in the year of the Hidjerab 
736, or A. D. 133s; and Mirza Sultan Abu Said 
GuRKAN was killed in the Hidjerab year 873, or A, D. 
1468 : fo that this hiftory takes in a period erf more than 

• l30folar years, of which die laft fifty were in th^ life- 

• time of the author. And as his father held ,an- eminent 

♦ This word, »nd other* thus diftinguilhed in the following Extrafiv 
are fuch as ar€ implied ^^ ?ot cxprcfTtd in the Ordinal, 

ftatioa 
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ftation at court before him, it is plain be had the beft means 
of information refpeSing events for feyeral years prfe- 
ceding ; which gives fufficient weight to what he fays on 
the fiibjeft of thefe Eihbaffies. This teftimony is alfo coh- 
firmed by that of a cotemporary writer, Sherf ud Dm 
Aly Yezdy, who, in his Supplement to the Zaffer^ 
Namah •, 'mentions moft of thefe EmbaffieS, and gives Us 
all die Letters^ except die firft from the Emperor of China j 
. which, as it aflumes a ftile of fuperiority that could not be 
agreeable to Shahrokh Mirza> Sherf ud Din, who 
wrote his book under the aufpices of that Prince, and de- 
dicated it to him, might have his reafons for omitting. 

But, apart from the authenticity of die hiftotyj the Letters 
themfelves feem to have ftrong marks of being genuine» 
bodi in the matter they contain, and in the ftile iil i^ich 
they are written* Of the firft every one may form his 
' K^inion ; the latter muft be fubmitted to the judgment of 
thofe who perufe them in the original language. They 
will perceive, diat while thofe from Sultan SHAHkoKH 
are penned with that purity iand propriety of diftion which 
might be expefted from a Perjian Monarch, thofe from 
the Emperor of China are exprefled in fuch quaint and 
awkward terms, as might be fuppofed to come from a 
Mogul Interpreter tranflating each word of a Chinefe let- 
ter at the peril of his life. But the ilmplicity and una& 
feftedbrai^ityof the Chinefe original, feems to haVe been 
fiich as could not fuffer any material injury from a fervile 
. tranflaticm, and much of the national character is vifible 
in thefe produ£Uon$. 

If may be proper to mention hefe, who the two monarchs 
were that carried on this correfpoftdence. 

i^ULTAN Shahrokh, or, as he is commonly called by 
the hiftorians, Shahrokh Mirz a, vsras the fourth fon of 
^c femous TiMUR, and youngeft of the two that fur- 

* A wotk •£ ^tii Monf, de la Crohc tranllatbd a partt bat not tke Sap- 

A a 4 vived 
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vlved him. At the time o£,his father's deaths which hap- 
pened on the 17th Shaban 807 (or 17th February 1405)^ he 
was at Her at ^ the capital of Khorafan ; totbegoveriuiiei^ of 
which he had been appointed nine years before. Findingy 
on:^itevent> that the people of that extenfive province 
were ftrongly attached to him, he was fol^mnly inaugu- 
rated, andfouncManew kingdom at that city in the fuc- 
ceeding month. Before two years were expired, he added 
the ricL \provi]?ce of Mazinderan to that gf Kb^rafani 
an^ . twq*ye^s inore the impolitic condud of his nc- 
phew^ SeHALiL SuLTli^]^) put him in peaceable pofleilion 
of die capital city o( Satnarcand^ and all the countries 
north of the Oxus that were then fubjeft to it. Withui 
the fame pcnc^d he alfo extended his empire fouthward on 
' the fide of Stjlan or Siji/Ian^cf which he took tiic princi- 
pal flrong-h olds in perfon; and this was the expedition 
- from which he was juft returned when the firft embaily ar- 
\iived. In 816 of the Hidjerah {ox A. D* 141 3), he 
,~added Farfijlan to his former acquifitjons % and in the Hid* 
,jerah yczr Si^ (or A. D. 1416), he poffeffed himfelf of 
Kerman, His only opponents after that were, Kara 
Yusut- the TuRKUMAN, and his fotfs, the laft of whom 
he yanqulflied in a pitched battle On the plains of 5«A^, in 
J%erbaljm {Ji]drbait%an)y in 832 (A. D. 14Z8) ; which 
event left him the undifturbed poffeffion of an empire 
compofedof the following extenfive territories i—XA^r^- 
fan^ the center of his dominions; Maverunnaher and 
Turkijlauy north of the. Oxtis-^ Balkh and Badakjban^ 
to the north- eaft; Zabulijlan to the fouth-eaft j Siftfin^ 
Kerman^ and. Farjijian to the fouth \ and Irah^ Mct^en- \ 
derdn and Jztrbaijdn to the weft. All which h^ conti- 
nued to govern with great reputation till his death, which; 
-happened in the month of Zilhidjah 850 (a j'cbruary 
11447)1 after he had lived 71, and reigned 43 lun^i^ years. 
The Chinefe Emperor, who in thefe Extradts calls himfelf 
.Day^MING, was the third prince of the dynafty of Mingy 
andafcended the throne in the year I403, fife years before ' 

the 
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the firft of thefe Embaffies, It was the founder of this 
dynafty, the father of this prince, that drove the Tartars 
of the race of Chengez Khan entirely out of dinoj 
after which he kept his court at Nanking^ wbereLhe firft 
eftablifhed himfelf ; but the above Emperor, his fon, re- 
moved it back to Pe-kingj in the feventh year of his reign. 
He is (kid to have been generpus, and an encourager of 
learning ; but was dreaded on account of fome crudties 
widi which he began his reign* He died A. D« 1426^ 
^0t he had governed Cbinu 2^ years. 



AN 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



I 36t ] 

A K 

ACCOUNT 

O F 

EMBASSIES, LETTERS, &c* 



FROM THE ANNALS OF THE HIDJERAH YEAR 

8 1 r. (commencing 26th may^ a.d. 1408.), 

WHENtheKing(/.^.SHAHROKH Mirza) 
returned from his expedition to Seijlan^ 
ambafladors, who had been lent by the Em- 
peror oi China to condole with him on the death 
of his father^ arrived with a variety of prefents,^ 
and reprefented what they had to lay on the 
part of their monarch. The King, after (hew- 
ing them many favours and civilities, gave them 
their difmiflion* 

from the annals of the HIDJERAH YEAR 
815 (commencing I2TH MAY, A.D. I412). 

About this time ambafladors from Day- 
ftf xw6 Khan, Emperor of Chin and Mdchin^ 

and 
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and all thofe countries, arrived at Herat. His 
Majefty (L e. Shahrokh MirzA) iffued orders 
on this occafiou, that the city and the bazars 
ihould be decorated, and that the merchants 
fhould adorn their (hops with all poffible art 
and elegance. The Lords oftAe Court alfo went 
out to meet them, to fignify that they regarded 
their coming as an aufpicious event, and con-* 
ducted them into the city with the utmoA ho- 
nour and ceremony. It was a time of re- 
joicing, like the day of youth, and of gaiety 
as on a night of nuptial feftivity. His Majefty 
ordered the royal gardens to be bedecked like 
the gardens of Paradife, and fent his martial 
and lion-like yesavals to aflign every one his 
proper manfion. After which his Majefty 
himfelf, irradiated with a fplendour like the 
fun, afcended his throne as that glorious lumi- 
nary when in the zenith of his courfe, and be* 
flowed upon the chief of his lords, and on the 
ambalTadors, the happinefs of kifting his hand« 
The latter, after offering him their prefents, 
delivered their meflage. The purport of what 
they faid on that occafion, and the letter they 
brought from the Emperor of Cbipaj was ias 
follows : 



L^TT&R 
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LETTER FROM THE EMPEROR OF CHINA* 

*• The great Emperor Day-ming fends 
** this letter to the country of Samcarcand to 
** SsAHROKH Bahadur. 

** As'we confider that the Moft High Gor> 
*> has created all things that arc in heaven and 
** earth, to the end that all his creatures may 
^ be happy, and that it is in confequence of 
" his fovcreign decree that we are become 
•^ Lord of the face of the earth, , we therefore 
** endeavour to exercifc rule in obedience to 
** his commands ; and for this reafon we make 
•* no partial diftin<flions between thofe that arc 
** near, and thofe that are afar off, but regard 
** them all with an eye of equal benevolence. 

^* We have heard, before this, that thou art 
** a wife and an excellent man, highly dif-. 
** tinguifhed above others, that thou artobe- 
** dient to the commands of the Moft High 
** God, that thou art a father to thy people 
** and thy troops, and art good and beneficent 
** towards all ; which has given us much fatis- 
^* faftion. But it was with fingular pleafure 
'* We obfewed, that when we fent an ambafla- 
" dor with Kimkhas, and Torkos, and a drefs,^ 
thou didft pay all due honour to our com- ' 
mand, and didft make a proper difplay of 
the favour thou hadft received, infomuch 

«« that 
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^* that frmll and great rejoiced at it. Thou 
** didft alfo forthwith difpatch an ambaffador^ 
** to do us honaagc, and to prefent us the ra- 
♦* rities, horfes, and choice manufadlures of 
** that country. So that with the ftrifteft "re- 
♦^ gard to truth we caa declare, that we - have 
*' deemed thee worthy of praife and of dif- 
** tinftion. 

•* The government of the Moguls was fomc 
" time ago extinft, but thy father Timur 
** FuMA was obedient to the commands of the 
** Moft High God, and did homage to our great 
" Emperor Tay Xvy^ nor did he omit to 
" fend ambafladors with prelents. He (ibe 
*^ emperor) for this reafon granted protedioa 
** to the men of that country, and enriched 
" them all. We have now feen that thou art 
" a worthy follower of thy father, in hig 
** noble fpirit, and in his meafures ; we have 
** therefore fent Duji-chun-bayazkasay, 

♦^ andHARARASuCHXJ,andDAN-CHINGSADA- 

** Sun Kunchi, with congratulations, and a 
** drefs, and Kimkhas, and Torkos, &c. that 
*' the truth may be know^n. We fhall here- 
after fend perfons whole office it will be to 
go and return fucceflively, in order to keep 
open a free communication, that merchants 
^* may traffick and carry on their bufinefs to 
*' their wilh. 

" Khalil 
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** Kmalil Sultan is thy brother's fon ; it 
^ is neceffary that thou treat him with kind- 
♦* nefs, in confideration of his rights as being 
** the fon of fo near a relation. We truft 
** that thou wilt pay attention to our fincerity 
*• and to our advice in thefe matters. This i$ 
♦* what we make known to thee !'* 

Another letter was fent with the prefents, 
and contained a particular account of them; 
bcfides one calculated to fcrve as a pafs, which 
was to remain with the ambafladors. Each 
was written in the Per/tan language and charac- 
ter, as well as in the TCurkiJh language with the 
Mogul character, and likewife in the language 
and charadler of Cbina^ 

His Majefty attended to the letter, and ap- 
prehended its meaning with his ufual penetra- 
tion ; a^id after he had underftood the objefts of 
the cmbafly, gave his aflent to them all, and 
then gave orders that the lords Ihould entertain 
the ambafladors. 

When the affairs of the Chinefe ambafladors 
were fettled, they had an audience of leave, 
and fet out on their return. Sheikh Moham- 
MED Bakshy accompanied them as Envoy on 
the part of his Majefty ; and as the Emperor of 
Cbma had not yet aflented to the MnJJulman 
Faith, nor regulated his conduft by the law of 
the Koran J his Majefty, from motives of friend- 

(hip, 
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fliip, fent him a letter of good advice in Arabic 
zndPerJtan^ conceiving, that perhaps the Em- 
peror might be prevailed upon to embrace the 
faith. 

THE ARABIC LETTER. 
IN THE NAME OF THE MOST MERCIFUL GO0, 

** There is no God but God, and Mo* 
♦* hammed is his Apoftle.** 

*• Mohammed, the Apoftlc of God, hath 
♦* faid, "As long as ever there (hall remain a 
** people of mine that are fteadyin keeping the 
•* commandments of God, the man that per- 
^* fectites them (hall not profper, nor (hall their 
*^ enemy prevail againft them, until the day 
•^ of judgment." 

** When the Moft High God propofed to 
** create Adam and his race, he faid, *' I have 
•* "becnatreafure concealed, but I chufe now to 
** be known. I therefore create human creatures, 
♦* that I may be known." It is then evident 
** from hence, that the wifdom of xh^ Supreme 
** Being, whofe power is glorious, and whofe . 
*^ wordis fublime, in the creation of the human 
^* fpecies, was this. That the knowledge of him 
^^ and of the true faith might fliine forth and be 
*^ propagated. For this purpofe alfo he fent his 
♦< Apoftle todireftmcn in the way, and teach 
^ them the true religion, that itmightbeexalted 

^* above 
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** above all others, notwithftaAdittgthe oppofi- 
** tion of the Aflbciaters ; and that the law and 
** the commandments, and the rites coucerning 
*^ clean and unclean, might be known. And he 
•* granted us the fublime and miraculous Koran 
•* to filence the unbelievers, and cut ihort their 
*• tongues when they difpute and oppofc the 
•* truth ; and it will remain by his fovereign fa- 
** vour and farextending grace untathelaft day. 

/* ,He bath alio eftablilhed.by his power, in 
** every age and period puiflant fovereigns^ and. 
mafters of numerous armies, in all parts of the 
world fromeaft to weft, to adminifter juftice 
** and exerciie clemency, and to fpread over the 
•* nations the wings of fecurity and peace; to 
** direft them to obey the obvious commands of 
** God, and to avoid the evils and excefies 
** which he has forbidden ; to raife high among 
•* them the ftandards of the gloriouslaw, and to 
** take away heathenifm and infidelity from the . 
** midft of them, by promoting the belief of 
** the unity. 

*' The MoftHigh God, therefore, conftrains 
*' us, by his paft mercies and prefent bounties,- 
** to labour for the eftablifhment of the rules of 
** his righteous and indifpenfable law; and- 
*' commands us, under a fenfe of thankfulnefs 
** to him, to adminifter juftice arid- mercy to 
" our fubjecls in all cates, agreeably to the 
'' prophetic code and the precepts of Mustafa. 

'' He 
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•• He requires us alfo to found mofquei and 

•* colleges, alms-houfes, and places of ^^-orfhip, 

•ft in all parttof our dominion's, tliat the ftudy 

•* of the fcicnces and of the laws, and the nio-i' 

^f ral practice- which is the refult of thofe fbi- 

Vi< (&&, may. not be difcontinued* > ' 

' *t Sebino tben that the pem^ioence of temi 

Sf. pcotal posfperitjc^ and of: daounjoa in this 

^^ IcEwer ^odd, depends oa an adherence to* 

^^ tx^odi and goodneis, aod oo the extirpation of 

•A bcaAeoiCn and infidelity ! froqi the earth,* 

M v?irfi a view to fnture retribution, I cherifh 

V the ^opc diat your Nfajefty and the nobles^ 

Vi 06 yojuc ccalm will unite with us iu thefe 

^f matters, and will join v& in^ cftabliftiing the 

*< inftitutiona of the fecred-hw. I truft alfo 

^f that your ^ajefty will continue to fend hither 

*^ anibaffsjdoiTs, and exprefs mpfleogf rs, and will 

♦f ftren^hjen the foundations of aflfeftion and 

*> fficndfliip, by keeping open a free coipmupi- 

^ iiation between the two empires ; that travjeU 

^^ lcr$ and merchants may pafs.tp and froun*- 

^^ molefted, our fubje6l3 in all our cities ijiay 

1* be refreflied with the frpits of this conn* 

*f mcrce, and that means of fqppi^rt may abound 

^t anKMQg all ranks of peo^* 

?* Peace be to him that follows the right 
i^ path, for God is ever graciou;s to thofe jt^at 
•« ferve him !'* 

Vol. IL B b ^h* 
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THE PERSIAN LETTER. 

** To the Emperor Day-ming, the Sultaa 

•* Sh AH rok;h. fends bouudlcfs peace ! 

- ^'^ The Moft High God having, in the 

** depth of hia.wiiHom, and in the perfe£Uoii 

^* of his power, created Ad am, was plcafed'/» 

^^ fuccee£ng times to make of his ions prophets 

** andapoftles, whom he fent among meni to 

** ftimmon them to obey the truth. To fome 

** of thofe prophets alfo, as to Abraham, 

*f Moses, David, and Mohammed, he gave 

V particular hooks^ and taught each of them 

*^ a law commanding the people o£ the time in 

** which they lived, to obey that law, and to 

♦* remain in the faith of each refpeftively. All 

•* ^hefe Apofties of God^ called upon men to 

^' embrace the religion of the unity, and the 

*' w^orlfhip of the true God, and forbade, the 

**• adoration of the fun, moon, arid ftars, of 

** kings and idols ; and though each of them 

*' fe^d a fpecial and difin^ difpenfation, they 

** W(ire iieVerthelefs all agreed in the dodtrinc 

^ of the \inity - of the Supreme Being. At 

^"length, v;h6tt'tbe apoftlelhip and prophetick 

** office devolved. on oar Apoftle Mohammed 

'"^ MtfsTAFA (on whom be mercy and peace 

'^tironft God)y the otb^er fyfteros-v^'ereaholiflied, 

^* Jtnd he became the apoftle and prophet of 

•* the latter time. /It behoves all the world, 

*^ therefore, 
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•* therefore, lords, kings, and viziers, rieh and 
** poor, fmall and great, to embrace this reli- 
** g.ion, and fotfake the fyftems and perfoa- 
•* lion$.of pad ages. This is the true and the^ 
*♦ right faith, and this is Iftamifm. 
' *' Some years before the prefent period, 
•• CH£NGt£ Khan fallied forth, and fent his 
** fond into] different countries and kingdoms. 
*^ He fent Jojy Khan into the parts about 
^* Saray^ Krlm (or Crimea^ and the Dejbtig 
^* Kafcbdki whefe fome of the Kings hisftcc^ 
^ ceff6riy{}ic\i as. UziEK, and Jani Khan and 
•* Uios Khan, profeffed iht MuJJuiradn faith, 
** and'regulated their condud: by the law of 
^ Mohammbd; WuhAKu Khan was appointed 
** to prefide over the cities of Khorafdn and 
^* iir^yf, and the paits adjacent, and fome of his 
*• fons Who fucceeded to the government of 
•* tho(e co\intries, having admitted the light of 
** the Mobcanme'dan faith into their hearts, be- 
" dimi^ in like ittanner profeflbrs of yiamifmy 
** and were fo. happy as to be converted to it 
^* :befofe they died. Among the^ were the 
** 'King GiAZAN, (b rctnarkabk for the fincerity 
♦* of his charafiier, Aljay-tu-Si/ltan alfo, 
•* smdthe fortunate tnong^^h ABU-said Baha- 
•* DuR, till at length. thcL fo.v^gnty devolved 
♦♦ oft- ray fttbet AM«K..TiJi0a'(whQfe' duft 
•• J venerate f). He throughout, his empire 
* LiteiaUy/ ^ Me^Ihs grave be perfoiped.'' 

B ba *• made 
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*> m^kle tlfe rdigibn of MohamiAbiD -theflfcln'-.* 
^ dard df all bis m^f\ir€S> f^thalt ;iiiithe'4kperf 
^ oFhis government the profeflbrs' <rf' Ifidrbijhl 
•were in the moft profperous^^ conditfonw 'Anfl 
** now that by the goodness and fiatrour of ©i- 
*.^ Vine Providefice, thekidgdoms of JS3for^/r» 
't^ /riit, and Afin^^/ fewiOi^^r, are;CQi»« iqft» my 
*/ pofleffidn^ I. govern accordipg, Co tbft.di^lttesr 
^ of ithe bojy 4tw of the ProjJiet^^ditap^tiviff 
^ and negative precepts ; .ai)d .|bc.:3^^fgw.toA 
*.* inftitutions of CnteNGfiz K»AN .arp ahQiiifcedi 
** As thelitis fureaiidcettain:thM4il^5i&oir 
*,^ ' and ddiverahte hi eterriityi} ^ ^fcA/erei^iity 
^'^i aiKi4)rol|)erity in the woridi ire die-eflfe£t rf 
^ faith %nA Ijlamijmj and the fevouE.of the' 
^* iMoft High^ ft is xnif duty:tocoDdu£l: ourfdves^ 
^^ with juflice an^ equity towarda our fubj^s*? 
^ and I have, hope that by the goodi^ef^ and 
*^^ favour tif GoQ,.your Majefty alfo will ijjt tl^fe 
<^ countries make the latViof jMoHAWMpij, the 
^^ AfKjftlef ofGbo, the ruleof ypui: adtnimftra*^ 
^ tion, • and thereby ftrengdiciii .thceadie df 
^' JJktfHifm^ ^th^^^ this world's.fw'day8 df fo^ 
•* verdigfity i^y-.in the-^d: bciexchdngodlfdr 
'* att (ftern^l kiirgdoHij-and'tbiBTold adigejbtf 
« ' vekified/-*^ May .thy tetiOfjCttdbe t^otfciDChaii* 
*^^-fbyb€g^nirig^^r* : \ k^ ' ' .a ,z.a -* 
^- '^ Aiiisii^^AjDOKS froai. riiofe purts;^ lately* 
^'»«rfiiredHerepHwjeL(iclivj^fed u? yoairMajcfljr'y 
** preft'iits^ aft|i brought »a.ncvYs:a£:ycur wel- 
•-^ - ** J c ,: <* fare, 
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** /arcp and of the flourifliing ftate of your do- 
*' mwfius. Tliie affeftioii and friendihip which 
** ,iubi^ed between our refpeftive fathers, is re- 
«« yivosd by this circumftance ; as indeed it is 
" prqverfaial, that *' a mutual friendfhip of fa- 
^ thers creates a relationfliip between their 
*' ions/' In return, we ha,ve difpatchcd 
*' lyfoHAMMED .Ba-kshy as our ambaflador, 
** .4*001 hence, to acquaint your Majefty with. 
** x^r wel^e. And we gre perfuad?d that 
** liei|cefopward a free coojmunication will be 
** maia^^n^d between the two cpwntries^ that 
*/ merchants may pafs and repafs in fecurity, 
•* jf^hich^ at. the fame time that it contributes 
** ,to the profperity of kingdoms, is what raifes 
*/ tl^e charadler of princqs both in apolitical and 
** in ^ religious vi^w. May the grace of cha- 
** j:it)^ and, the praftice of the duties of amity, 
•* fyjy ajcconjpany.thofc who profefs to walk in 
i' the .ri^ht path ! Finis/' 



FK10I*THE ANNAlS OFTttE HJDJERAH YEAR 
tHo (commencing 17. FEB. A. D. I4I7.) 

Da,y-ming Khan, Emperor ofCbifuiy hav^ 
in^ a^ainfentambafladors to his Majefty, they 
irrii^d in.the p?onth of Rdbia ul Awul (^Moy 
14X7) : tJ^ chief of them were Bibachin, and 
TuBA-cHiN, and Jat-bachin^ w^io came at* 
tended by three hundred horfe, and brought 
with them an abundance ot rarities and pre- 
B b, 3 fents, 
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fentSy fuch as Shonkars^ Damalks, Kitnkha^ 
ftufF?, veflcls of China- ware, &c. They alfo 
brought royal prefents for each of the Princes 
and the A gas. With them came a letter, the 
contents of which confifted generally of an 
enumeration of paft favours and civilities, and 
of expreflions of confidence in the future con^ 
tinuance of his Majefty's friendfhip. The 
points more particularly infifted on were, that 
. both parties fliould ftrive to remove all con- 
ftraint arifing from diftance of place, and a di- 
verfity of manners, and to open wide the 
doors of agreement and union, that the fub- 
jefts and merchants of both kingdoms might 
enjoy a free and unreftrained intercourfe with 
each other, and the roads be kept open and un- 
molefted* Moreover, as, on occafion of the 
iirft cmabfly from Cbinaj the Amir Seyyid 
Ahmed Terkhan had fent the Ernperor a 
white horfe, that animal had, it feems, proved 
particularly agreeable to him, and he now 
fcnt that Lord a number of things in re« 
turn, together with a pi6kure of the horfe 
drawn by Chinefe painters, with a jgroom on 
fjach fide holding his bridle, Th? apibafladprs 
werp handibmely entertained, and at length, 
v^% on former ogcafions, received their difmiffion, 
when the King fent Arijasher Tavachy 

b^ck with fhein to Cbmf . 
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FROM THE ANNALS OF THE HIDJERAH YEAR 
822 (commencing 27. JANUARY I4I9)* 

In the annals of the year 820 it was men- 
tioned that Day-ming Khan, Emperor of 
China^ fcnt ambafladors that year to the Court 
of his Majefty at his capital of Herat ^ who dif-- 
patched Ardasher Tavachy with them 
when they went back to China. Ardasher at 
this tin^ returned from thence, and gave .hi« 
Majefty an account of that country, and of .the 
approach of a new cmbafly. About the end of 
Ramzan {prober 141 9), the ambafladors 
Bima-chin and Jan-machin arrived ztUerdt^ 
and prefented to the King the prefcnts and 
rarities they had brought, and a letter from the 
Emperor of Ghmciy a copy of which is here 
fubjoined, written in their manner, which is 
this : they write the name of their monarch 
PU, the firft Hoc, and begin the others at fbme 
dillance below, and when, in the courfe of the 
letter, they come to the name of God, they 
leave off and begin a new line with that, and 
they follow the fame method in writing the 
name of a foverei^n prince. The letter, there- 
fore, which was fent on the prefent occafion is 
here inferted, having been copied word for 
word fi-om the original in the manner above de- 
jcrited* 

' " B b 4 AN 
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AN EXACT COPY OF THE LETTEH FROAf 
CHiNA* 

- " The great Eixiperor Day-mino Itfads 

^^ this letter to 

^ -^^ *- — ^Sultan Shahrokh. Wc conceive 
^ that— ^ 

**^ — S^The Moft High has made you know-* 
^* itigahd wife, and perfeft, that the kingdom 
•* 'of the Jfiarmtes may be well governed, ^nd it 
^'is^owihs: tb this that the tnen.of tH^at king- 
*^ dom are become prolperbus, 
^ ^*. YdUR Majfefty is of an enlightened nimd, 
*^ IGtilful, accomplilhed, andjodicious, ancl[llI- 
**''p€ficfr'to all xht IJtamites. You honour and 

^^ 'db^y *th6 commands of-^ 

'•' <« u:--:^ThE Moft High, and you rever^tice 
^ the things that relate to hini, which is the 
*^^ -iVay to enjoy his proteftion. 
• :.«: Wg, on a former occafion> fent AWtR 
^^^S^i^ A-L^DAwith others as oar ambafliAfors, 

t^^WhS a^f ivtd at 

bi:f44.1uil.fb{fR Majefty^s' Court, and y^\i '^ei^6 
^* 'jSeafeB'^td deceive them with mufch- hohottV 
'*^ • a'nH'Cefefnony, which Lida and' the reft r<ii 
'^^ '^ref^rt^eS^^o lis, fb that it has all bee^n tA^h 
** cWt^^nttThahifeft, arid fully kno'i^^h 'to tife; 
-^*^ YoAMbamdors Beg Buka and thb <itheti 
*♦ alfp arrived here with Lida and the refti* titfi 
^^ ^* their 
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^* their return^ and delivered at this Comt all 
** the prcfeuts of tigers, Arabian horfcs, lynxes, 
^* and other things which you fent to us. Wc 
♦^ viewed thetn alL You have on this occafictt 
*^ difpkyed.thefincerity of yonr afFe£tion, and 
** wc are exceedmgly fenfible of your kindnefU 
** The weftem country, tivhich is the feat of 
^* Iftamiftn^ has from old tittit been famous for 
♦' ^«)£/if/^/rt^,wife and good m*n, but it is pro- 
** bahlc. that none have been fuperior to— 

** — ; — Your Majefty. Well may we afford 
** prote<5tion and encouragement to the men 
♦' of thw country, for we deem it confonant t6 
/* the^ will df Heaven that wc fliould do io. 
/.* Indeed, how (hould no t 

" The Moft High be well pleafed with 

/* thofe men who praftife mutual affc£kion^ 
^' where orie heart refleds the fentimcnts of 
.*^ another, as mirrour opjtofed to mirrour, and 
^* that though, at a diftande ! In the eye e)f 
♦' friendftiip, igenerofity aa^'pivility ^rse yre- 
** ' cious above all things, but even in tbefe^lfo 
^' there is fomewhat more particularly fo. We 
^* now fend Uch^AngkIt and others in company 
:♦* rivith yDur ambaffadors Beg-Buka ai^d the 
^Vreft, who will deliver to • ■ 

** ^YouR Majefty our pfefents, confift- 

,** ing of feven SAngkArs, each of which wehavic; 

^« flown with our own hands, and Kimkhis, &c. 

' ^ ^^ Though 
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** Though SungkArs arc hot produced in this 
•* our Empire of Chinay they are conftantly 
^^ brought us as rarities from the fca-coafts, fo 
** that we have always eoow; but in that 
** country of yours, it ftems^ they are fcarce. 
*• We have fent you choice ones, fuch as might 
f* be deemed worthy the great foul of — — 

*^ —Your Majefty. In ihemfelves, to 
'* be fure, they are of little value, but as they 

are tokens of our affection, we truft they 

will be acceptable to— — 

** — -^YoxjR Majefty. Henceforth, it is re- 
•• quifite that the fincerity of our friendfhip be 
** increafed, and that ambafladors sind mer- 
** chants be always paffing and repaffing be^ 
" tween us without interruption, to the end that 
•^ our fubjefts may all live in plenty, eafe and 
*< fecurity. Wc may then z,f[MttdXy hope that ^-^--^ 

•* ——The Moft High will make us expe- 
*• riencemore of his goodnefs and mercy, 

" This is what we have thought proper 
'* to write to you/* 

Eacq dme that letters from the Emperor of 
China vyeye thus brought to his Majefty, there 
were three ; and each was written iii three dif- 
ferent forts of chara(Ster ; that is to fay, fir ft, in 
t]ie vulgar charaiSter in whiph we now write, 
and in the Prir^^/a^z language ; fecoqdly, in. the 
Mo^u/ ch;iTzd:trj which is that of the l^egurs^ 
' ' * and 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Of CHINA AND lULTAN SHAHROKH. 379 

^nd ia the T'urkijb language ; and thirdly, Jn 
the Chinefe charafter and language : but the 
purport was cxaftly the fame in all. There 
was another, which contained a particular ac-* 
count of the things fent, whether living crea- 
tures or other rarities, and was written in like 
manner in thefe three languages and charac^ 
ters. And there was likewife a letter tp an- 
fwer the purpofe of a pafs, which was writtea 
like the reft in thefe three languages and cha* 
rafters. The dates of months and years in- 
ferted in each were thc^ of the Empcror^s 
reign. 



A SHORT 
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' SHORT A C C O U:NT 

OF T HE 

VTRlTTEii IN PERSIAN BY t^ MUNBlHy/ WHO .AOCOM* 
PANIED COLONEL UPTON ON HIS EMBASSY TO 
TOONAH, 

TRANSLATED BY W. CHAMBERS, ESQ:^ , ' 

CHIEF JUSTICE OF THE SUPREME COURT OF JUDI-. 
CATURE AT FORT WILLIAM IN BENGAL. 



THE firft perfon who appears to have fig- 
nalized himfelf at the head of this State 
was Seva or Sevajee, the Ton of Sambha, 
who was a defcendant of the Rajah Ran ace of 
Oode'ipoor. He maintained a long war with 
AuRengzebe, who having,with great difficulty, 
overcome him, and feized his perfon, carriecj 
him with him to Dehly^ and there had him 
clofely confined ; but Sevajee, by procuring 
the iiiterccflion of one of the Begums, who was 
^j^l^^^'^i^^^^ family, found means, after 

fome 
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feme- t)nie^. fp Wve the- f^y^rky q£ his confine^ 
ttiwt rehso^^ and thj^n^ h^viog watched hi» 
epportuuicy^ m^de his ^fcape iq tb« dref^ of « 
Samlet Faiuir^M^ trave^M UAdete£te4 iti a 
iarg^ companjt of that pwfefli^ia into die pro- 
vince of Bengal. Htfe.efcsipe being known, 
Orders were i^&ied thr(wgHov^ all parts qf th^ 
kiiigdora bcxa^ppcehtnd l>im 5 aada Naterbauai 
ar BmifliMry V hwiag^iiKf odiu^ed bimfolf into this 
\>q^'ofFaie€rs vitli ^hat view^ aftiKdly difco- 
Vefdd Sfi^Aj*E artiong them ; but inftead of 
^fi«pkjg;fei^ own counfel> called out, with aa 
afr Qf tf «Maof>l», *^ lam fupeSEVAjEE isamong^ 
** *)««•'* . Ere the Nazim of Bengal^ however, 
^uld be apprized of the difcovery, and iffuo 
<lie warrants for his arreft, Skva to<Jt care to 
flfioveoff in the night, and reached the tclrri* 
loties of; the Decan in fafety. There by, his 
Vackeefe, whom he ftill contrived to maiociiii 
»t the c(>«rt <>f Tan AH Shah, he made himfetf 
toiown to that Prince, was fent for by himim* 
mediatelyy and loaded with civilities add com- 
[jljmcnt?: this was in the day-tinie, and 
^Ev^jEE retired to his lodging. But at hight, 
ivhea Tan AH Shah lent for him again^ 
Sevaje^b. returned him for anfwer, **^ That in 
f * all HMdoJian he had feen three fpedal Block* 
P heads r^—Firft, Aurengzebe, that^with fo 
^:i?iacb labour and pains had fecurcd hia.pcffi 
i... . ** fon, 
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" fori, and could not keep him when he had 
" him : Secondly, The emiflary in Bengai 
♦* who difcovcred hin>, and yet failed in apprc^ 
^* bending him ; and. Thirdly, The ^ah him- 
^ felf, into whofe prefence, Seva obferved, his 
^* own feet had carried him that morning, and 
^* yet be had not the fenfc to fecure him. And 
<♦ now,^* continued he, ** think not that a bird 
•* that has flown out of the cage will be fo 
*• eafily caught again, or that 1 too am a fool 
•* to fall into the inarc you have laid for me-** 
He fled ffom Heiderabadthc^ fame moment, and 
made his way good to Sattarahj where he col- 
lefted his fcattercd forces, prepared himlelf for 
war^ and fet on foot the fame difturbances in 
the empire that bad cofi AuRENGzBBEyi much 
tofupprefs before. It is faid, that when he left 
Hiidtrabad^ he had nothing of value about him 
but a ring, worth about t\yo rupees and a half; 
and that having fold it, he continued to live 
upon the amount till he reached Sattarab., 
where he entered on the pofleflion of a king- 
dom. AuRENGZEBE was uow oWiged to march 
into the Decan a fecond time; and, after long 
wars and. much firatagem, he at length got 
Seva into his power again : but Aurengzebb 
\\aa then become old and infirm, and the Begum 
who was the patronefs of Sevajee interceded 
fof him with fuch fuccefs, that Ihe not only 

procured 
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procured him pardon for all his paft offences^ 
but got him reinfbted in his kingdom, with a 
Firmaun to coUc£t the Choutb on the Deeattj and 
other provinces over which he (hould prevaiU 
This Firmaun of Aurengzbbe the Marrattas 
iky they are ftill polTefled of, and that the 
ChoHth allowed them in it is at the rate of ten 
per cent, on the revenue. 

When Rajah Seva died, his fon Riyah 
Sahoo fucceeded him in his kingdom, and en* 
larged it by confiderable conquefts. The declin- 
ing ftate of the empire during the reign of 
Mohammbd Shah, gave him an opportunity of 
levying the Chouth on feveral provinces ; and the 
extraordinary aggrandizement of his power 
has rendered his name famous to this day. 
When he grew old, he fummoned before him 
all his principal chiefs and generals, in order 
to afcertain their abilities and prowefs ; for 
among his own relations he faw none that he^ 
thought worthy to fuccced him in the full ex- 
ercife of that power which he poflfefled. Amidft 
all ihofc, therefore, that came before him on 
this occafion, the perfon that appeared moft 
eminent in worth and dignity was Baujee 
Row, a Bramin, and native of the province of 
Cokun. On being queftioned by Rajah Sahoo 
concerning the power and influence he pofleffed 

in 
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had 45^000' horfe; th^n p§»»Hy ?fa^/%- 1^. 
fieW^ao4 CQ«W wfe ^ r»»r' !W»rVif % Wfl^ i 
fhort fpabb of tipjp.. R^jaH S4«Wb i^fe«rf fiw^ 
jfeleCkod him fron&ainottg tfae r^^'msteS^ ^mi 
iffithtfecpfllceian^ WbofPA^sAYrAHi.oi&Wd^g 

of all the Jkf(irjr^jr^'.Cy9ft*qsAsrM»^ 
allowance of ten ^^r centv:.Q» xiUslb^^Vf^yrrtfAte 
revenue^ as well a& tea pet: €faiji5cioiv^ tU ihc 
C&di//i& that fhould be cdkdeii; ficMO Jlis onq^ 
private expences;, b^&desr what hems to rex^i|tfe. 
for the pay of the troops^ &c. initokefi ofiyh^h 
elevation be girt hitsi raund with'k galdea iaifh^ 
and ordered all the cAiec geaevaia to be qhcdk-^ 
ent to his orders and authority; 

The MarraUas, then, confider Rajah 8aho0 
as having been a fharer with the* Etnpepor of 
I>ehly in the whole kingdom of Mmd^ftm^ ^n^- 
therefore of imperial dignity. The Paifhwah 
they confider as a Viceroy, or Regent, witli 
nnlimited powers, and the Minifters of the 
Paifliwah as the Viziers or ^rime Minifter of 
Other kingdoms. 

At prefetit Ram Rajah is a prifoner at large 
in the fort of Sattarah. He is dcfeended from' 

* The writer feems here to have miftaken the .name of tb< 
fon for that of the father. The perfon here defcribed muff 
have been BissonauthBalaujee, whofe dde^ ^ ^>(M 
CRiUed Baujee Row, as Indeed is mentioned by this writet 

himfelf in the fcquel. 

the 
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tlie brother of Rdjah Sahoo, an^ th^ Mdri^attd 
Chiefs account him the proiicr maftfer (^ thef 
Kijhgd>^ without which no Palihwah can bb 
ap^nted ; and his Qame iialib infeited in thd 
l^ai(hwah*s feal. 

Baujeb Row and CnkMNAujEE ArftAtf 
Ivere the fens of Bisson auth *i ChemnauJee 
AfPAti had one fon, whofe name Was SaDa- 
SHBVAH ; but he has been m$rt tommonly called 
BhAwSaHAB. Hie was killed in the battle with 
'\^t Jhdaidees^ but. his wife ftill lives; het 
name is Parabatty Baeb, and ifhe has a 
grtiat fliare in the politics of the Paij(hwah*s 
tourt. 

Baujee Row had three foris^ viz. Bait- 
Laujee PuNiiET, vulgatiy called NAnnah, 
R agon AUTH Row, and ShamIshaib 
Bbhaude* t» who was born of MussaMmah 

MASTAUNYi 

BaulauJee t^uNDEt had three fbns: 
BisswAss Row, the eldeft, was killed in the 
battle with the Abdaulees ; the fecond wag 
MAUDHfevkRO\v> who governed as Paiftiwah 
for twelve years, and died. He was an excels 
lent Chifef. The third was Narrayen Rotv, 
tvho was affaflinated by means of the intrigues 

♦ This h plainly the BiSsonauth Balaujee mentioned 
tft the preceding note, and confirms what is there obferved* 
f HeWasalfoCalledjANNoiAH- 

Voi;., 11/ Qc of 
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of Ragonaxjth Row, and by the hands of 
Sheikh Yusuph Gardia, Somair Sing^ 
&c. Mandheverow, the fon of Narrayek 
Row, a child of two ycars^ is now on the MuC* 
nud as Paifhwah* 

» >r>.:>cs<>::a<>c5<x:*«:5oc5<ii^:.::>i:::< 

ACCOUNT OF THE ASSASSINATION OF NARj 
RAYENROW, AND THE FIRST RISE OF THE^ 
DISTURBANCES BETWEEN RAOONAUTH ROW 
AND HIS OPPONENTS. 

jyjAUDHEVEROW, the elder brother of 
Narrayen Row, governed as Paifli- 
wah twelve years, and by his "amiable condudl 
gave univerfal fatisfoftion to thofe under his au- 
thority. Even his uncle Ragonauth Row 
he took care to footh and pacify, though at 
the fame time he kept him a kind of prifoner 
at large in the caflle *. But Narrayen 
Row, who was then only nineteen years old, 
had no fooner been feated on the Mufnud, than 
he ordered Ragonauth Row into ftrift con- 
fincinent +, fpoke of him privately in infulting 

and 

♦ By the caftle he means the palace of the Paifliwah at 
Poonah. 

+ His confinement in Narrayen Row*s time was, if 
any thing, more eafy, which indeed may be prefutoed from 

hi$ 
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and injurious terms, and ufed all means to mor- 
tify and humble him.— RagonauthRow, no * 
longer able to bear fuch treatment, concerted 
ixieafures with Somair Sing Jematdar and 
YoSuPH Khan Gardie, men not of the Mar- 
rati a nation, and who had been raifed and pa- 
tronized by former Paifliwahs. As there had 
hitherto been no inftance of trcafbns or confpi- 
i^cies in the Marratta ftate, the palace of the 
Pailhwah was not at all fecured, either by 
watchmen, guards, or any force. Somair 
Sing and Yusuph Khan therefore, with their 
refpeftive corps, entered the caftle on pretence 
of coming to demand their pay *, and fur- 
rounded the palace of Narrayen Row ; aftef 
which, entering the houfe, they came to the 
apartment where Ragonauth Row + and the 
young prince were together, and immediately 
prepared themfelves to aflaflinate the latter* 
Narrayen Row, feeing the fituation he was 
ifiy threw himfelf in tears at the feet of his 

his negociations wittthe murderers of that prince j for if it 
had beeny?r/^, in the fenfe here intended, fuch people could 
not have found means to concert thefe meafures with him. 

♦ On pretence of going to roll-calling. Somair Sing 
and Khereo Sing were two officers that had the charge of 
the palace itfelf. 

t Ragonauth Row was in the palace, but in an apart- 
ment of his own; and Narrayen Row> on the alarm, 
ran thither to him* 

C c a uncle. 
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undcy crying out, in the moft aflfefling tnan^ 
ner, ** I feck no grcatnefs ; I want no govcrn- 
•* mcnt : you arc my fether's brother, and I 
•• your brothcr*s fon ; grant me bu« my life, 
*• and be yourfclf Paifhwah/' Upon thi$ 
Ragonauth Row apparently faid a great deal 
to forbid them ; but they *, not crediting the 
Jinccrtty of his commands^ proceeded to their 
'Work J and killed Narrayen Row. They 
afterwards bcfet Ragokauth Row for two 
days in the caftle for the four lacks of rupees he 
had engaged to give them : but at length Moo-^ 
RooBAu Pher Nevees -f , a man of great di- 
ilinftion at Poonah^ and the fon of the fccre- 
tary of the civil department, paid them two 
lacks in ready money, out of his own pri-< 
vate purfe, and having fettled the mode of pay- 
ment of the reft, delivered Ragonauth Row 
from this dilemma. There was then a general' 
meeting of the Marratta Chiefs, to appoint a 
fuccefibr to Narray^ic Row; and as there 
was no one left of the family of B^ulajee' 
Row, except Ragonauth Row,, they found 

♦ TuLAUjE.E, a Khidmatdar of Narrayen Row, was- 
the perfon that killed him, 

t Pher, or Phed Nevees, is the Chief Secretary of die 
Civil Department. The word Phed is a Marratta word 
fignifying a Durbar, or Cutchery, the place where all die 
bufinefs of the civil department is tranfafted j and Nev£is is 
a Perfian word fignifying Secretary, 

themfelves 
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themfdvcs under a neccflity, without farther 
coniideration, of placing him upon the Muf- 
nud. Some time after this he aflembled all his 
forces, and marched to malte war on the 
Kavaub Nizam Aly Khan. Sakharam 
Bauboo and Baulavjee Pundit took leave 
of him on the march, and returned tb the city 
of Poonab to carry on the affairs of govern- 
ment, while the other Chiefs accompanied 
Raoonauth Row on his expedition. At 
the expiration of eight months, Gang aw 
JSauee, the widow of Narrayen Row, 
who was pregnant at the time of her 
huft>and*s death, was delivered of a fbn^ 
Upon this event*, Sakharam Bauboo (who 
had formerly ferved Ragonauth Row 5s his 
Dewan, and is a fubtlc old politician), Bau* 
lajee Pher Nevees, and others, amounting 
in all to twelve of the principal men in the go- 
vernment, confulted together; and having 
taken her and her child, Maudheverow, into 
the fort of Poorendher^ which is nine cofs + 
defiant from Poonahj with a fufEcient (lock of 

♦ The writer is here miftaken in the order of eveiits. 
Gang AW Bauee was not delivered till after the revolutioui 
plough, being in the third month of her pregnancy^ they fe- 
cured her, and took Ram Raja out of his confu^ement at 
S attar ah^ to ferveasaftate-ei^gine, till her deliyer^ fljould 
a(ford them another. 

f It is plcvea cpfs dilUnt from Poonah^ 

C c ^ neceflarics, 
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> 



ijicccflarics, they there fecured thcmiclvcs. 
The forfrefs pf Poorendher is feated on a rock 
two mijes high, and is exceedingly ftrong. 
The n^mes of thcfe twelve Chiefs, who are 
famous for the appellation of the Twelve Bro- 
thers, are as follow : 

I. Sakharam Bauboo, 

%. Baulaujee Pundbt, vulg. Nanah 
Fhfr Nevees. 

3. MppnooBAH Pher Nevees, firft coufin 
tp Baulavjee Pundet. 

4. Trimbec Mamah, called fo becaufe he 
was mamoo, or uncle by the mother's fide, of 
Bhaw Sahab, alias Sadashevah Row, alias 

SVI>ABAH, 

5. Saubaujee BifON5ALAH, fon of Rag* 
kojee B^onsal^h. . 

Q, MppR MoosAH Khan *, Dewan to the 
Navaub Nizam Aly Khan, 

y, Harree Pvndet Phadkiah (from 
pHADKAY, a family name). . 

8. Vauman Row^th? brptherpfGowPAwi- 
Ro\v. 

9. Malhar Row Rastah, of the cajl of th^ 
Shroffs \ ; he was uncle of Narrayen Row 
by the mother's fide. 

10. BnpwN Row pR]^TTE5 NiDi^EE, phiqf 
f vidhaun, or Vizier. 



* Called alfo RuKKUN ud Dowlah. 
t This is a miflake : he ;s a Bramln. 



XI. Nauroq 
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1 1. Nauroo Appah, the Soubahdar of tjiq 
city of P^onah au4 its dependencies, 

1 2. Nauroo Baubjee *, who has the fu^ 
pcrintendance of all the forts. 

These Chiefs, after confulting together^ 
agreed in opinion, that Ragonauth Row, in 
the murder of his nephew, had been guilty of 
fuch an aft of treachery as had not its equal ia 
all the Marratta hiftory ; and that as there, was 
a fon of Narrayen Row furviving +, he 
alone had the proper title to the Paifliwahflii 
This point once fettled, they wrote letters to the 
Chiefs that had accompanied Ragonauth 
Row on his expedition ; and this meafure had 
fuch an effeft, that moft of them withdrew 
from him by degrees, apart retiring to their 
own governments, and the reft joining the 
ftandard of the fbn of Narrayen Row. 
Ragonauth Row, on feeing the ruin that 

* Heh^s the fuperlntendance. of three or four forts,-w 
The Marrattas have hundreds of forts in their pofleffio|i 
which were never placed under the infpeftion of one officer, 
fie is alfo called N aroo Pundet. 

f Here the writer has been mifinformed \ for this foft 
was not born when they plotted the revolution. They con- 
fultedtheaftrologers, and were afTured by tl^em th^at Gan- 
GAW Bauee would have a fon; and their dependence on 
that promife was fo firm, that they proceeded 4s they would 
have done if a fon had aftually been born. 

C c 4 hung 
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hung over him, cealcd from his hoftilities • 
againft Nizam Aly Khak, and betook him-* 

fclf to TUKKOJEB HOLKER, MaHAJ>AJB^ 

Senqheeah, apd the other Chiefs who i«(idq 
at their jagheers in UJgem^ and the neighbouring 
diftri6ks. His fortune, however, had now for- 
iaken him, and they refufed him their affift^ 
ance, alledging, that though they profefied 
an abfolute fubjeftion to the authority of the 
Paifhwah, yet as his family was now immerfed 
in feuds and diflcqlions, they would by no 
means interfere by lending their aid to eitner 
party, but would fit neuter till the quarrej 
(hould be depided, and would then pay homage 
to him who (hould be fixed on the Mufnud of 
the Pailhw^hfliip. 

The country of Udgein lies to the north-paft 
of Pgonaky at the diftancc pf an hundred ^d 
thirty kerray cofs +. 

Ragonauth Row, uqablf to prevail, ret 
turned from thenpe, had an engagement with 
TRIM5EC Rpw Mamah J, in which the lat- 

* The feft is, that he had already made peace with the 
Nizam^ and was within five days pnarch of the Camati(; 
when the neurs of the revolution reacjied hi? camp, 

f A kerray cofs is equail to two of the cptpmon 
jncafare. 

% The writer mlflakes the order of the evcpts^: Rago- 
\MUTH Row flrft conquered '^'rimbec, and thenproceede4 
tc% Udgein. 

ter 
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tcr 'was flain, in^ then went to Surat^ 
where he folicited fuccours from the Englijh* 
The gentlemen there being under the orders pf 
the Governor and Council of Bombay^ coo^ 
fulted them on the occaiion, and they both de- 
termined to affift Raqon AUTH Row with three 
battalions of fepoys, and a train of artillery^ 
Ac that time the Marratta Chiefs that were on 
the fide of RagonauthRow were, Manav* 

JEE PhANKERAH *, GOVENBEROW KaYEK- 

vaur (the brother of Fateh Sing Kayek- 

VAUR, who was with the other party), and 

fomc other Chiefs of inferior note. Thofe of 

the other fide were, Harree Pundet Phad- 

KiAH, Balwant Appah +, &c. with their 

quotas, making in all a body of about 25,000 

horfe. Both armies met on the north fide th^ 

Narbadah^ within thirty coi^oi Sur at ^ ^nd had a 

fevere engagemeiit ; but the lofs on both fides 

was about equal. When, however, letters of 

prohibition were received from the Governor* 

General and Council of Bengal^ both parties 

ceafed from hoftilities, and remained ina<Stive/ 

•?— And now that Colonel John Upton has 

^ IJis name is Maj^ajee Saindheeah ; but; they giv^ 
|ii!t\ the title of Phankejiah, which is equivalent to 
JPearnouqht in BngUJh, 

t His name \s Kri^h^^a ^ow. His father's nam^ wjw- 

concluded 
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concluded a peace with the Minifters of Maitd* 
HEVEROw, the fon of the deceafed Narra-» 
YEN Row, the gentlemen of Bombay have re- 
manded their troops from iuccouring Rago- 
KAUTH Row ; but Ragonauth Row, on the 
other hand, refufes to truft himfelf in the 
Marratta countries, as he thinks his life would 
be in danger if he fhould do fb. He wi(hes 
rather to go to Calcutta^ or Benares ; and in 
his laft letter to the Colonel he fays he will go 
to Europe. 

>r.:>cw:>::-<::«:n:«j:::<.>o::::<?<5<::«::u«::.:< 

FARTICU1^A|IS RELATIVE TO RAGONAUTH 

ROW. 

l^AGONAUTH ROW (who is commonly 
* called Raghobah) is a Chieftain of great; 
eminence, and the only furvivpr of note in the 
ftmily of Baujee Row. He formerly fig- 
ilalizcd himfelf by very confiderablc military 
atchievements ; for it was he that wrefted the 
half of Gtnerat from the hand of Daumau- 
JEE Kayekvaur, and that afforded fuch im- 
portant afliftance to the Navaub Gauzy ud 
Peek Khan in the war with the JautSj in the 
time of Ahmed Shah, it was he, too, that 
marohed at the head of ic 0,000 horfe aga?n(^ 
the fott of Abdaulee; Shaw, drove him from^ 

Lahore^ 
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Lahore^ and planted the Marratta ftandards as 
far as the fliore of the Attack. The Abdaulee 
Shaw was then engaged in a war on the fide of 
Kborafan ; but the year following he entered 
Hindojian with a large army to chaftife the 
MarrattaSjZt2i time when theNAVAUB Gkvxy 
vi> Deen Khan, was in the country of the 
Jauts^ and under their protection. On receiv- 
ing news of this events the Paifliwah, Bau- 

LAUJEE PUNDET, told hlS fon *, RaGONAUTH 

Row, that he expeflcd he would take upon hini 
the charge of this expedition alfb agaiqft the 
Abdaulees ; to which Raoonauth Row re. 
plied, that he was not averfe to it if ^he would 
grant him a fupply of twenty Lack + of Rupees 
for the pay of his troops. But his coufin 
Sadashevah being prefent, obferved, that the 
Marrattas were a privileged people; that 
wherever they went, the country and its reve- 
nue might be confidered as their own ; and 
then alked Ragonauth Row what grounds 
he had for fo extraordinary a demand ? To this 
Ragonauth replied by making him an offer 
of the commiflion, which Sadashevah Row 
accepted ; and having taken the command of an 
army of 90,000 horfe, he firft moved with 
this force againft Salaubet Jeng, the bro- 

* ," His brother," it (hould be, 
I Others fay " Sixty Lack,'* 

thcr 
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tbcr of the prcfcnt Navaitb Ni^am Atyr 
ILhan. fiut that Prince haviog been reduced 
fa gredt Araits fince the death of the kte 
NavavbNasir Jeng, had but a fmall body 
of horfe to oppofe ihctn ; and having been fur* 
rounded by the Marrattas on all fidcs^ he W25 
©Higed to give up to them the forts of jBar- 
haunpo&r and Jljfairj with a country of fixty- 
five Lack of Rupees per annum^ befidcs con-- 
fiderable fums of ready money. Thus enrich- 
ed, Sadashevah Row took his way towards 
HtnJoJidn * ; and on his arrival in the neigh- 
bourhood of Vehly^ laid claim + to the empire 
and the ttronc : but bis pride was ofJenfive to 
the Moft High, by whofe providence it hap** 
^eti^d , that he was, in a ihort time, hemmed 
in between two formidable armies, that of the 
Abdaui^eb Shaw attacking him in front, and 
that o( the Navaub Shujaa vj^ DoWLAHand 
the Rohillas i^XXmg at the fame time upon his 
rtzr. Here enfued that famous battle, of 
which thofe who were eye-witnefles report, that 
it was the greatcft ever fought in Hlnioftfin: 
for the Marrattas being befet with enemies in 
fiont and rear, faw'no poffibilityof flight, and 
therefore rcfolved tp ftU their lives as dc^ as 

♦ Meaning from the Decan to Htndojlan Propen 

t He did not pretend to fit on the thrt>ne himfelf, but t^t 

llpJ/aVAK-BACHT, 

they 
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ihi^ could. Eighty Marratta Chiefs that rode 
on elephants were killed on the fpot : but coa- 
cerning Sadashevah Rowhimielf there are 
different accounts^ fome a&rting chat he was 
killed in the engagement, and others as con* 
fidently affirming that he efcaped alone from 
the field of battle; and that having reached 
Poonah^ difguifed as a private fbldier^ he waited 
privately on Baulaujee Row, who, io wrath 
for what had Rappeued, ordered him (ecredy to 
prifon in the fort of Peorendber ; and there, fay 
they, he lives to this day : and yet it is pre* 
tended that this is fo carefully concealed, chat 
Paeabatty Bauhee, his wife, who is ftili 
living at Poonab^ and even bears a part in the 
councils of the Marratta Chiefs, knows no- 
thing of the matter; which furely gives this 
ftory a great air of improbability ; for how can 
it be credited that fo confiderahle a man ihould 
thus be fhut up in priibn, and the circum^ 
ilances not tranfpirc ? 

^. After thefe events Malhab Row marche4 
to ihe fide of HinJoJlan^ and fixed his quarters 
a long time at Kaulpee^ whence he afterwards 
moved xoKorojebanabad^ tofuccour Skxtjaa uo 
DowLAH ; but General Carnac engaged him 
there, and gave him a total defeat. Malhar 
Row is fincetiead, and has been fucceeded by 
ills fon TuKKojfiK Holder, and his wif^ 
Ahajlbeah Bauee, in the pofleffion of the 

Scobah 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



598 A SH6RT ACCOUNt Of 

Soobah of Endouf^ which was his jagheef* 
They have 50,000 horfe at their comrfiand^ 
and are of the Dhanker caft. 

The next army the Mar r at t as fent inta 
Hindo/lan was that commanded by Mehdejee 
Sendheeah and Beesaujee Pundit, who 
placed Shah AuLUM upon the throne of D^^/k? 
a great fubjeft of boafting to the Marrattas^ 
who fay the Emperor of Hindojian owes his 
kingdom entirely to them. But it is well 
known, that when Colonel Champion march- 
ed to Mehendee Ghaut ^ after his fuccefs againft 
the l?oZ^///^x, he engaged this very Sendheeah, 
and put him and the whole Marratta army ta 
flight ; fo that having crofled the Ganges and 
Jumna with great precipitation, they have 
never from that time ventured over either of 
thofe rivers again. Atprefent, indeed, Rago- 
i^AUTHRow'srevoliitionhath produced fuchdif- 
periion among the il/^rr<7//^ Chiefs, and thrown 
their affairs into fuch confufion, that Rajah 
HiMMUT Behauder, Rajah Dhataneeah 
the Rajah of Gohud, and others, have united 
to tnke advantage of this crifis, and now col- 
led the revenues of all the countries between 
Kaulpee zndNarwer. The Marratta Chiefs^ 
however, meditatean invafion into thole partSf 
whenever matters fhall be perfedtly fettled in 
relation to Ragonauth Row. 

Of. 
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<>f THE PRODUCTIONS AND PECULIARITIES 
OF THl^ MARRATTA COt/NTRY. 



T' 



*HE kinds of grain chiefly produced ia 
this country are javdr, bdjerd *, &c. 
Rice grows in the Kokun Province +, and is 
aifo brought from the Soobah of Khandaijfe ; it 
is fold for ten or twelve leer for a rupee, and 
wheat flour, alfo, bears the fame price. Grain 
is in general very dear, and there is but little 
trade in other commodities. Silk is brougrht 
hither from Bengal. Of linen manufadtures 
there is abundance ; but they are not to be 
compared with thofe of Bengal. Pearls are 
here a great article of merchandize ; they are 
brought from Mocho and Juddah. The fruits 
of the country are grapes, pomegranates, watcr^ 
melons, mangoes, and pears. 

Op manufaftures, here are only fome of 
white cloth, chintz, Burhaunpoor tuibants, &c. 
but Europe goods, fuch as broad cloths, &c. 

* Thefe are difFerent kinds of pulfe. 

f The Kokun rice is like that commonly ufed in Bengal^ 
and is indeed generally fold at 12 or 13 feer for a rupee ; but 
the Khandatjfi rice, called in Hindoftan pattny chauvely 
which is the only fpecles brought from that province, is ge- 
nerally ufed by the higher ranks of people, and is feldom at 
a lower price than fix or feven feer per rupee. It is a 
long and fmall-grained rice, like that ufed for pillaus by 
Mujfclnun of high rank on the Coromandel coaft. 

ai\d 
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and filk, opium, znd Bengal cloths, are Im-- 
ported hither from Bombay^ aiid difperfed eii 
all fides as for as Dehty. 

Excellent horfcs* arc to be had here iri 
great abundance, but the market-price is high* 
la every province, and in every place de- 
pendent on the Marrattas^ there are ftableSL 
and herds + of horfes ; and in moft places there- 
are herd$ the property of the Paiihwah. The 
principal men alfo have all herds of horfes oa 
their refpedive jagheers, and inlift horfemen, 
tvho ferve on them in time of war, of whom 
the bodies of horfe called Bargeer are com- 
pofed. Accompanied by thefe the Chiefs offer 
their fervices to government ; and each of them 
has from a thoufand to two thoufand horfes of 

* The horfes m6ft efteemed by the -^45irrtf//<7/ are thofe 
bred on the banks of the river Bheema^ which runs into die 
Krtjhtna^ abput thirty cofs weft of 5/^jlijfe;*, iii the province 
of Bhaulky. They ^re of a middling fizc and ftrong, but 
are, at the fame time, a very handfome breed, generally of i 
dark bay with black legs, and are called, from the place 
tvhich produces them, Bheemertedy horfes. Some of them 
b^r St price as high as 5000 rupees upon the market* 
llares are commonly tlie deareft. 

f Thefe herds are called in the AJarratta language 
yhundy^ and are compofed of the horfes of feveral individuals^ 
tvho fend them to feed on the open plains as long as they have 
no immediate occafion for them. But thofe that are the pro-' 
pr«fty of die Paifhwah are called^ as Well as the places where 
they are kdpt^ Paug^t ' 

:. . ') His 
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his own. In a word, ftout men and good 
horfes arc the chief boaft of this country : be- 
fides thefe it has but little to fhoW but rocky 
hills and ftony ground. The foil, indeed, in 
fome places, is black, which creates an excef- 
five quantity of mud in the rainy feafon, and 
the roads at that time arc rendered alfo in moft 
parts impaflable by the torrents that come down 
fronci the hills. 

The city of Poonah hath nothing extraordinary 
to recommend it : it is about three or four cofs in 
circuit ; but there are no gardens to be feen here 
like thofe of Bengal or Benares *, and the houfes 
of the principal people are like the houfes of the 
Mahaujtns. — Few of them have any extent of 
building or ground, and fewer ftill are adorned 

♦ There are, it feems, a few gardens to the eaft and to 
the fouth of Poonah. Among the latter, that of Mooroo-^ 
pbernevees \s the beft ; but even that has few or none of the 
ornaments here mentioned. On the north and weft of the 
city runs a fmall river called the Meolamootha^ but it is full of 
rocks, and not navigable* N ARi|t A YEN Row began to build 
a bridge over this river, which was intended to be open du- 
ring the rains, and fhut during the hot months, in order to 
preferve waterfor the ufe of the town j but he was killed be- 
fore it W2is finilhed, and it has not fincc been carried on. 
This idea» was fuggefted by a dreadful feafon of drought, 
which happened under his reign, during which a cudgeree 
pot of water was at one time fold in Poonah for half a rupee. 
This exceffive fcarcity^ however, did not continue above ten 
Or fifteen days. 

Vo]t.. II. D d with 
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with courts, parterres, rivulets, or fpuntainSt 
The inhabitants are, neverthelefs, mqft of thetn 
wealthy, an4 merchants, and the beft par^ of 
tl^c o^ces and cmplpypicnts are held by 
Brahmans. 

As to beauty and ooniplexipn, the people of 
this country referable thofe of Punjaub * ; 
few are to be feen of a very dark colour. The 
wonaen of all ranks, both rich and poor, go 
unveiled ; and thoie of didinffcion go in palan- 
keen; without curtains* The wives of foldiersj 
ride about pa horfcback. Curlain-.felling f isi 
very common in this country. 

Many Brahmans % fell their own daughters, 
and girls that they hav^j brought up, fpr a great 
price. 

Other cafts §, befides Brahmans^ bring up 
fowls in their houfes, and eat the eggs ; but 
the Brahmans eat neither fiefh rior fifli. 

Cows 

♦ From other accounts it (hould appear, that the people 
of Punjaub are of a very different feature and make from 
the Marrattas ; and that there are more people of a dark 
colour among the latter than would be underftood from thi$. 
dcfcription of them, 

t By this he means proftttution. 

X A Marratta Brahman to whom this was r«ad dif- 
covered great indignation at this ailertiop^ said denied that 
they ever fell their own daughters, or bring up girls for {siSt^ 
though he acknowledged it was not unuAial among the infe- 
rior cafts. 

§ The faft is, that not oiily the Brahmans abftain from 
fifh and flefli, but all the different divifions o£ the Vies^ or 

Banian 
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Cows arc not allowed to be killed in any of 
the countries dependent on the Marrattas. 
Mujfulmam arc here but very few in number, 
and the influence of Ijlam at a low ebb.— But 
idolatry flouriflies, and here are idol temples in 
abundance. 



>c:^jKDO0C»eD<>c^>;:.-.O!:n:O!:a< 

PF THE CUSTOMS AND MANITERS OF THE 
I^AE»ATTAS. 



QOME of the Marratta cuftoms appeared 
^ excellent to me. One was the good un« 
(derftandtng and union that has in general fub«* 
(ifled among their Chiefs, ipfomuch that no 
inftance of treachery had pyer Qccurfed an^ong 
them UU RAGpjfAUT Row made hiipfelf ip-f 
faoious on that acqoiintr Another was, the 
attention and refpeft paid by the Paifliwah, an4 
all the great men, to people of the militaiy 
profeffion j fo that in the publjc Durbar the 
Paifhwah is ufpd to receive the pompliments of 
pvery fingle Jammatdar of horfe, himfelf 
{landing till nine o'clock in th? morning, an4 

Banian caft, are equally abftemjous, while the Chettri and 
Sudder indujge in both. 

D d 2 em- 
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bracing them by turns*. At taking leave^ 
alfo, he gives them betel ftanding r and who- 
ever comes to wait upon him, whether men of 
rank or otherwife, be receives f their falams^ 
or embraces them ftanding* 

Another ordinance current among them is^ 
that if an eminent Chieftain^ who commands 
even an hundred thoufand horfe, be fent into 
fome other country with his forces, and hap- 
pens there to be guilty of fome offence, in con- 
fequence of which he receives a fummons from 
the Paifhwah, far from thinking of refiftance, 
he inftantly obeys, and repairs to the prefcncc 

* According to the pffefent cuftoni rfiftinftions are 
made in this matter, which were not formerfjr obferved ; foi* 
the Paifhwabs ufed to embrace all that came without difcri- 
mination, till advantage was taken of this caftom by B apu- 
jEE Naik, who having a grudge at SADSSMfiVAHl Bhow 
(commonly called Bhow Sahee), at the time Aat he heli 
the office of Firft Minifter to the fourth Paifhwah Bala^ 
JEE Row (called alfo Nanah Sahe^), attempted to ftab 
him with his cutteau whea he went to embrace him. From 
that time a regulation has taken place^ according to which 
none but people of diftinftion, and they unarmed) are per- 
mitted to embrace the Paifhwah, or otiiers of his family. 

t This, itfhould feem, is too generally exprefledj but\ 
the cuftem does ftill fubfift on one particular occafion, to 
wit, on the day on which the army marches on any expe^ 
dition, the Paifliwah then ftands at the door of his tent, and, 
after delivering the golden ilandard to the General who ha» 
been appointed to the command, receives in that pofture the 
pompliments of the troops of every rank and denominationi» 

in 
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in perfon with all expedition. The Paifliwah 
then pardons him if the offence be fmall; if 
othcrwifc, he is imprifoned for forae months, or 
kept in a ftate of difgrace till it is thought pro- 
per to admit him again to favour. 

A THIRD is, that if an eminent Chief goes 
upon an expedition which fubjeds him to great 
expences, fuch as his own jagheer is not fuffi- 
clent to fupply, and he is obliged on that ac- 
count to run in debt to the MohajinSy though 
the fum (hould amount to even tea or twelve 
lack, it is all freely allowed him ; and though 
the government have demands upon him to the 
amount of lacks of rupees, yet if, in fuch cir- 
cumftances, he pleads the infufficiency of his 
means to difcharge thofe arrears, he is excufpd 
without hefitation, nor has he any thing to ap- 
prehend from beipg called to account by, the 
Dewan, the Khanfaman, or other ftate Officers, 
The Chiefs are all their own mafters, and ex- 
pend ^ what fums they plcafe ; fo that a general 

* This muft be ur^derftood with foiiae limitation. Tl\ey 
do, indeed, often }avi(h great fums when on fervice, and that 
not merely on the foldiery, but on feafts given to Brahmans, 
prefents to fingers, dicers, &c. and on their return thefe 
fums are generally allowed theip under the head of dherrem^ 
or charitable difburfements. But they are fo far from being 
without any check in their cxpences, that the officer named 
Jthe Karkun is fent with each Chieftaiij cxprefsly for that; 
purpofe. 

D d 3 fatis-^ 
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fatisfadion prevails among therti, and they afd 
always ready at a call with their quota of troops^ 
and march with alacrity upori whatever fervicc 
they are ordered to take. At prefent SaKh arai^ 
Baboo caufcs great difcontents among the 
Chiefs, by canvafling their accotints, andmakmg 
demands on the Jagheerdars, in a manner very dif- 
ferent from the ufage of former Paifhwahs ; 
hence numbers are difafl^ded, and time muft 
difcover what it is thstt Providence defigns ta 
bring about by that means. 

Another cuftom is, that when otie of their 
Chiefs that held employments, or jagheers, &c. 
dies, his ion, though of inferior abilities, or an 
infant, focceeds * immediately to the employ- 
ment, the bulinefs of vJrhich is condu6led by 
deputy till he becomes of age, andf the moathly 
ftipend,orjaghecr, &c. is given to his family and 
relations. Nor ate the efFefts of dcceafcd perfons' 
ever feized and appropriated by Government, in 
the manner that has been pra€lifcd under the 
Emperors of Hindojiatt^ 

* This is alfo liable to &ine exceptSofts ; iGr though gr^at^ 
attention is paid to the claims of repjrefentatives of great fa<^ 
milieS) whenthoie reprefpntatives are diemfelves men of merit 
and ability, yet when it h^pens oth6rwife,> the jagheers and 
employments are at length ufually taken firom them and give» 
to perfons from whom the State has better expedbdons^ 



To 
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t^o the fbuth-weft of Poonahj at the dlftancc 
bf fifty cofs, is the fort of SattaraL 

Bombay is about fifty cofs diftant due weft. 

Surat and Guzerat arc to the north-weft 
atx)ut 136 cofs diftant. 

Anrungabad ftands eaft of Poonah about 76 
cofs. 

Bombay^ Salfetj Bajje^n^ Sec. ftand on the 
(hore of the fait fea towards the weft. 

And the country of Kohun^ which belongs to 
the MarrattaSy lies fouth-weft of Poonah. 

itoKUN is a fine country, and produces rice 
and other luch things in abundance, with which 
it fupplies P(%?;/^>6. The Paifliwah and tlje 
other Chiefs are moftly Xl^^^^Brahmans. This 
province is called a Soobah. The Brahraans of 
Poonah may be divided into two forts ; the 
Defy Brahmans, who are thofe of Aurun^ 
gabad and thole parts : the other thofe of 
Kokun. 

' To the fotith and eaft are alfb many countries 
under the goyernment of the Marrattasj exten- 
ding from the parts adjacent to Poonah to the 
beundaries of the Carnattc *, and Ramefet 

(which- 

♦ The Camaiic muft by Ho means be underftood here in 
the confined fenfe in which the Engltjb receive h- The 
toiintrjr governed by Mahommed Aly Khaic is only part 

of 
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(which is a place of worfhip of the HindooSy as 
famous as that of Kajy^ at 300 cofs diftance 
from Poonab) and Panalahy a jaghecr of the 
Bhonfalahsy and to the boundary of Nelhr^ tie. 
the country of Heider Naig. 

To the eaft and north are fituated the Circar 
of yijair^ Burhaunpoorj and the Soobah oi Khan- 
daijfe^ at the diftance of eighty cofs from 
Poonab. 

And to the north and weft are the half of the 
country of Guzerat^ the Pergunnah of Broanchj 
&c. which are m the poffeffioii of the Marratta 
Paifhwah^ 

of the C^rnatic properly fo called, and fhould alwaj^ be 
termed the Carmtic Pauyetn Ghavty u e. '* that CamatiQ 
♦' which is below the Pafles.'* In the name Cdrmtic, ftand^ 
ing fingly, is to be comprehended all the countries lying 
fou^h of Merch and BiddeVy which compofed the, antient kingn 
dom of Vizidpoor. In fa£t, the name of Carnfitic Pauyeen 
Ghaut appear^ to have been given to Mahomed Aly 
Khan's country by the Moors ; for the Marrattas allow 
that appellation to a very fmall part of it, and denominate the 
whole Soobah of Arcot Dravid-desy while the Malabars^ 
natives of the country, call it Soromandelamy from whence 
our Coromandeh 

What he fays here with rcfpeft to the extent of the Mar^ 
ratia dominions fouthward, applies only to the poffeffioA 
they once had of the country of Tanjorey and the tribute 
they colleft^d frorn the Tondemans. 

Besides 
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« 

Besides all thcfe countries, the Pergumiah 
of Bhtlfuy the Soobah of bndour *, the Soobah 
bf UdgetHj the Pergunnah of Scronje^ the Soobah 
tif Kalpy f , were all made over to the Mar^ 
rattas in jagheer, by Gauzy ud Deen Khaun, 
in confideration of the fupport and alfiftance af- 
forded him by the Marratta forces, and they 
ilill remain in their pofleffion. The above 
Mahals are included in the jagheersofTuKKojEB 
HoLKER and Sendheeah ; that is to fay, there 
are about 50,000 or 60, coo horfc appointed on 
the Cide of HinJo/larty which thofe two Chiefs 
pay out of the produce of thofe countries, and 
tranfmit the balance to the Paiftiwah. 

The aftual revenue derived from all the 
countries dependent on the Marrattas is about 
twelve Crore, from which when we dedufb the 
jagheers, and the expence of the troops ftationed 
on the fide of Hindoftan Proper, there will re- 
main about five Crore at the difpofal of the 
Paiihwah ; and out of this he has to pay all 
thofe troops who receive their allowances in 
ready money, and to defray the charges of the 

* Endour is a Pergunnah, 

f Kalpy is not a Soobah, but a Pergunnah. To thefe 
muft be added the Pergunnah of Dbar ; the fort of which, 
bearing the fame name, is very famous for its ftrength, and 
is faid to have been built by the celebrated RajahBHOj,v/ho 
made it his capital. It is fituated at the diftance of about 
twenty-fiwr Bengal cofs from the city of Udgein. 

forts, 
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forte, which are, large and fmall, in number 
^bout (even hundred ; fb that there is never a ba-t 
Jance of fb much as one Crore of rupees in 
ready money remaining in the treafury of the 
Paifhwah * 

The full number of the troops is about two 
hundred thoufand horie and foot ; but, includ* 
ing the garrifbns of the forts stfid other places, 
y/c may reckon it four hundred thoufand. 

The Marrattas are always at war with 
JTeideji Naig, or the Navaub Nizam Aly 
|Chan, or others. Their country is never in 
perfed tranquillity, aad h?ncc it is exceeding 
delblate and wafte. 

They ar? at prefent at peace with the 
Navaub Nizam Aly Khan Eehauder, but 
their country is in much confufion on account 
pf their difcontents with Ragonaut Row j 
advantage of which has been taken by the 
Zemiqd^rs on the hills on tvtry fide, and by 
Heider Naig. On the fide of Hindojian the 
Gofayn Rajah Himmut Behauder, and the 
Rajah of Gohud^ &c. have feized the Soobah of 

* This, it feems, is true at prefent; but M audeverow, 
it is did, had two Crore of Rupees in his trcafury at the time 
of his death, moft of which fell afterwards into the hands of 
&AGONAUT Row, and was diffipated by him on hisaccefr 
fion to the gpvernment, ai^d his ^xpe4itioii towards the 
Carpatie. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



THE MARRATTA STATE. 4I ( 

K^Jfy *, &c. and the Circar of G^a/ier -f- ; and 
Heider Naio has alfo poflefled himfelf of 
ibme of their countries on his fide ; but as fooii 
as they can pron^ife th?ipfelves fecurity with 
refpeft toRAijoNAVT Row, their armies will 
iflue forth qn every fide, 

• It ought to be written *^ The Pergunnah of Kalpy.^ 
Rajah Hjmmit Behaudeh did indeed ^e Kalp^^ in the 
time and under the the orders of Sujas yp Dowla > but 
was foon driven out of it again by the Marratta forceS| under 
the command of ViTTH^t Sivaoeo, Nau&oo S^NK£Rt 
GoviNp Punpet, &€• 

t The Rajah of Gohud got pofTeflion of the open countrjTj^ 
and a few mud forts in the Circar of Gualitr^ but was never 
able to get pofleiSon of (be for^ of tlntt name dll the ^ngljfi 
tpokitforbin^* 



ffHE E^D OF THE SECOKD VOLUME^ 
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